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Read our Chairman’s January View of 2023 from the Member’s website 

here:  >>>

“Best wishes to all members, their families and friends of Reigate 

Beekeepers for 2023”, from Richard Bradfield, Chairman

• Bullet list

January 2023
• Bullet list

Beekeeper at Reigate & Banstead Town Hall.                   
Photo Credit: Peter Jones
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https://wp.me/p2VGpI-abx


This month

Welcome to our January newsletter. 

Hopefully you are taking a well deserved break after 

Christmas, and as we enter the new year perhaps 

enjoying some new beekeeping equipment you received 

as a gift.

After the snow and cold weather we had mid-December, 

then milder weather at the end of the month, this winter 

climate is definitely affecting how we work with our bees. 

On 29th December our Winter Team met at Henfold and 

Colin showed everyone a new technique on how to deal 

with varroa.  See report on Page 4.

Dr Vince Gallo gave a presentation on ‘Hexagons and 

the Wonder of Honey Comb’ on 3rd December at the 

Surrey Beekeeper’s Association AGM held for the first 

time at Henfold Pavilion.

Thank you to everyone who donated to RBKA’s annual fundraiser for 

Bees Abroad.  We will let you know the total of the donations raised 

from our group once the charity lets us know.

Christmas cracker joke:

Q: Why do bees have sticky hair?  A: Because they use honeycombs.

Happy Beekeeping 

Annie Simpkins 

Interim Bee News editor

SimpkinsAM1@gmail.com 

Henfold Apiary in the Snow - Photo credit: Karen Ford
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RBKA online

An array of topics were posted on the RBKA Crew WhatsApp group, many of 

which related to the weather.  

• A request for assistance with warming solid honey resulted in a member 

sharing a cheap and effective hack which should help other members

• Some deals on bee fondant stockists

• A request for a stockist for a perspex crown board for a national hive 

(Thornes)

• Bee related stocking stuffer 

suggestions including Beeble (see note 

on page 10)

• Some photos of woodpecker holes in 

hives when the ground was frozen

• Photos of checking hives with clear 

crown boards and discussion of their 

usefulness

• Photos of bee hives during the cold 

weather and snow and evidence of 

clearing out dead bodies from hives 

after the cold snap

• Discussion of API-bioxal (oxalic acid) 

vaporization technique 

• Tips from a 2016 newsletter 

(Link Here >> Page 9)

 

Hello From Annie Simpkins, 

Interim BeeNews Editor.

I don’t have my owns bees yet, so 

no news to report from my own 

hives. I helped my father keep 

bees on his allotment in West 

London when I was growing up 

which first sparked my enthusiasm.  

When I lived in Virginia, I took a 

beekeeping course through the 

Northern Virginia Beekeepers 

Association which like Reigate, 

assigned a mentor after the 

training.  As I have had a career 

where I moved houses and 

countries every few years, it was 

not conducive to having my own 

bees. I look forward to finally 

getting my own hives in the next 

year or two and continuing to learn 

from this amazing group.  
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Dead bees at hive entrance but melted snow on the roof signals a strong colony. 
Photo Credit: Keith Mackie

https://rbkbblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/reigate-beenews-oct16-members-edition.pdf
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Winter Team Meeting Report

The Winter Team met at Henfold Apiary on Thursday 29th 

December and Colin Clement demonstrated how to use 

the gas vaporisation method for dealing with varroa.

Colin gave a quick demo on an empty nuc before treating 

some of the hives using his gas vap equipment. The 

remainder of the attendees used the club’s older 

equipment. The gas vap was SO much quicker to use so 

there were a lot of converts! 

Thank you to Karen Ford, Henfold Training Apiary 

Manager for the report and here are some photos of the 

day. 
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Bees in the News

RHS:  January comes around and many people start to think about what to plant 

in their garden during the year. The RHS monthly magazine “The Garden” 

features 365 days of bees on the front cover of their January 2023 edition.  The 

inside feature makes suggestions for nectar-rich plants for every month of the 

year.  The article lists the following plants:

• January - Winter Heath Erica carnea “Myretoun Ruby”

• Februray - Goat Willow Salix caprea

• March - Lungwort Pulmonaria

• April -  Applies Malus spp

• May -  Nettle-leaved Bellflower Campanula trachelium

• June -  Lamb’s Ears Stachys byzantia

• July -  Roses Rosa spp

• August -  Feild Scabious Knautia arvensis

• September -  Salvia Salvia “Amistad” 

• October - Ivy Hedra

• November - Winter Flowering Honeysuckle Lonicera purpusii

• December - Mahonia Mahonia japonica

INDEPENDENT:  Honey bee life spans are 50% 
shorter today than they were 50 years ago. 
Researchers saw less honey being produced and 
greater colony losses among the honey bees.
14 November 2022

GUARDIAN: Electrical charge from bees can stimulate 
flowers to release bursts of scent to draw the 
pollinators in, but fertilisers can interfere with them. 
Research shows disruption lasts for up to 25 minutes 
after spraying, discouraging insects from visiting.       
21 December 22.



Welcome happy

We will continue with our monthly Wednesday evening meetings on the first Wednesday of the month.  A reminder that 

all of our meetings from January until March are on Zoom.  There is a change of date for the January Winter 

Meeting. To provide a little time to recover from any News Years Eve excesses, the date of the January (virtual) 

meeting has been moved from the 4th… to Wednesday 11th January.  More details and Zoom links will be circulated to 

all members nearer the date.

JANUARY

• Wednesday 11th - via Zoom:  7pm to ~ 8:30pm. 

• Presentation on ‘Preparing for Honey Shows’

FEBRUARY

• Wednesday 1st - via Zoom:  7pm to ~ 8.30pm

• Presentation by Geoff Blay  - Safe lifting techniques- 

mind your backs!

MARCH

• Wednesday 1st - via Zoom:  7pm to ~ 8:30pm

• Open Discussion Forum -  Preparing for Summer

Richard Bradfield RBKA chair

6

RBKA Winter Programme 2023



Welcome happy
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Training Opportunity 2023

Wisborough Green Beekeepers Association

Saturday 11th, Sunday 12th and Monday 13th February 2023. 

9.30am start, approx 4.00-4.30pm finish

Venue: Hampers Green Centre, Petworth. West Sussex. 

GU28 9NL. (Google for map)

What3words: tile.save.spellings (this is close)

Cost: £15. Booking essential via Eventbrite (link below) 

Most beekeepers accumulate beeswax, either from cappings or 

melted combs, which could be sold or exchanged for foundation, 

but many only have a small amount, so they just store it in the shed 

and don’t know what to do with it. This event will demonstrate 

making products that can be simply made with quite small 

quantities of beeswax. 

The demonstrator will be Jim Ryan from Thurles, Co Tipperary. This 

is a return visit, as he was previously here in February 2015 and 

2018.  Jim is a very good and amusing demonstrator, with an “Irish 

way” of showing you how easy beeswax products are to make, 

using minimal equipment that is in most kitchens. There will be 

about 5 items made, which may be different on each day. Jim will 

begin by cleaning wax, then making such things as furniture polish, 

furniture cream, lip balm, skin cream, moisture bars, soap, etc. If 

time permits, he will also look at using honey in recipes – honey lip 

balm, honey soap, etc. 

 

 

 

WGBKA website www.wgbka.co.uk

ONE DAY DEMONSTRATION “MAKING GOOD USE OF YOUR BEESWAX

Each day will be similar, so there is no 

need to attend them all. Judging by the 

previous events, we are expecting this to 

be popular.  Owing to the nature of the 

event, places are limited, so everyone can see. All you need 

bring is a camera, a notebook and some lunch. Refreshments 

will be provided. For those with a long journey, we encourage 

sharing transport.

This is a rare opportunity to see a top demonstrator, so don’t 

miss it. Even if you don’t have beeswax now, you should have 

by next summer, so you can plan what to do with it.

If you are able to make the Monday, please book that as your 

first choice, to help those who can’t attend on Monday. Not 

promising, but you may be able to take a sample home.

For further enquiries email Roger Patterson 

roger-patterson@btconnect.com

To book online click  

https://wgbka-beeswax-workshop-2023.eventbrite.co.uk

WGBKA website www.wgbka.co.uk

Editor’s Note: Email me at SimpkinsAM1@gmail.com for ride sharing.

https://wgbka-beeswax-workshop-2023.eventbrite.co.uk
http://www.wgbka.co.uk/
http://www.wgbka.co.uk/
http://www.wgbka.co.uk/
http://www.wgbka.co.uk/
http://www.wgbka.co.uk/
mailto:roger-patterson@btconnect.com
https://wgbka-beeswax-workshop-2023.eventbrite.co.uk
http://www.wgbka.co.uk/
http://www.wgbka.co.uk/
http://www.wgbka.co.uk/
http://www.wgbka.co.uk/
mailto:SimpkinsAM1@gmail.com


Welcome happy

8

Beekeepers in Reigate & Banstead Town Hall

Did you know there are beekeepers on the 

decorative ceiling of the old Reigate & 

Banstead  council chamber? RBKA member 

Peter Jones took a tour of the town hall and 

had tea with the Mayor earlier this year and 

took these photos.  

The grade II listed building was 

completed in 1901 and is an example of 

Arts & Crafts architecture which 

originally housed not only the town hall 

but also the law courts and the police 

and fire stations.

The building boasts ornate Art Nouveau 

features, beatiful stained glass 

windows, and these beautiful green 

plaster relief ceilings.

Source: https://reigate.uk/

Photo credit:  Peter Jones



I
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Photos of the Month - December

This photo was taken from a video 

from Colin on 20 December, 

showing his bees being pretty 

active instead of having a winter 

rest. 

Photo Credit: Colin Clement

Henfold Apiary in the December snow

Photo Credit: Karen Ford

Photo shows propolis between the 

frames and the clear crown board. 

This forms a dome to the water 

drains to the walls rather than on the 

bees.

Photo credit: Keith Mackie  



Welcome happy
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2023 Calendar

‘2023 Calendar’

During the first meeting before Christmas of the new committee, dates for most, if not all of the regular 

RBKA events were either agreed or at least provisionally set. All those dates are already entered into the 

Members Website ‘Calendar- Diary Dates’ for easy reference. Use this link, https://rbkbblog.com/diary-

dates/ , or click on the landing page’s Calendar button, or the navigate to the calendar via the website’s 

menu bar & drop down options …  EVENTS> Calendar-Diary Dates

Other News

Don’t forget to buy your 

RED queen marker pen

 for 2023

A BIG thank you to all members who donated to our 

campaign for Bees Abroad. The organization will be 

letting us know the TOTAL of donations made by our 

members in the new year.

Beeble is a drinks company based in 

Wiltshire that started making honey 

spirits from spent honeycomb frames 

as a way to avoid wasting any 

leftover honey stuck to the frames. 

They soak the frames in whiskey, 

vodka, or rum for a couple of months. 

The company also sells a collection 

of cosmetics made using leftover 

honey and wax.

https://rbkbblog.com/diary-dates/ 
https://rbkbblog.com/diary-dates/ 
https://rbkbblog.com/diary-dates/
https://rbkbblog.com/diary-dates/
https://rbkbblog.com/diary-dates/


Welcome happy
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RBKA Volunteer Vacancies

If you would like to get involved with RBKA beyond bees we have two 

volunteer vacancies:

RBKA BeeNews editor from May/June 2023 to take over the post 

and, with the help of some great contributors, produce our monthly 

online newsletter. Annie Simpkins has taken the post temporarily but 

will need to hand on the role in time for the June edition.

RBKA webmaster urgently needed to support Richard Bradfield to refresh and maintain our 

web presence. Richard would really appreciate some help as he is so busy with his 

chairman role.

If you are interested in either role please contact 

Richard Bradfield directly



Pictures of the month

Welcome happy

Credit : Hey
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Honey / Beeswax Recibees

Wood Butter
• Use this to condition any wooden items in your 

kitchen or toolshed.

Ingredients
• 100g beeswax
• 400ml of mineral oil

Instructions
• Bring a saucepan of water to a gentle boil.
• Place your beeswax inside a 2 liter glass jug and put 

it the into the water.
• Place the container of mineral oil in a bowl of warm 

water; Do not boil.
• Once all the wax has melted, turn off the stove and 

carefully add the warmed mineral oil to the beeswax; 
stirring with a spoon to combine.

• Using a towel around the handle, carefully pour the 
liquid into glass jars with a canning funnel; filling them 
almost to the top.

• Finish filling all jars and wait for them to cool and firm 
up before using.

• Label the jar with the contents and date.



Follow us on Instagram @Reigatebeekeepers
Tag us in your beekeeping photos or send them to the team to load onto the RBKA Instagram account

Members Checklist

Subscribe to the website here >>

Join the club WhatsApp here >>

Follow the club Facebook here >>

Follow the club on Instagram here >>

Keep busy

Browse BeeCraft & BBKA News catalogued by Mary Wynn here >>

Watch lectures from the National Honey Show on YouTube here >>
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Club Members Page

https://rbkbblog.com
https://rbkbblog.com
https://chat.whatsapp.com/4MCpuSMkEJc5CFTWupXSnF
https://chat.whatsapp.com/4MCpuSMkEJc5CFTWupXSnF
https://rbkbblog.com/membership/members-forum/
https://rbkbblog.com/membership/members-forum/
https://www.instagram.com/reigatebeekeepers/?__coig_restricted=1
https://www.instagram.com/reigatebeekeepers/?__coig_restricted=1
https://rbkbblog.com/?s=beecraft
https://rbkbblog.com/?s=beecraft
https://rbkbblog.com/?s=beecraft
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiOtIebcpY0Zqqma0H5wLYQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiOtIebcpY0Zqqma0H5wLYQ

