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This month
Welcome to our August newsletter. July was a record
breaking month with 40+ degrees C temperatures and many
reporting bumper honey harvests. Some of us were/are
subject to grumpy bees, an excess of wasps and bees
swarming so hardly a restful July in the beekeeping
fraternity
Country fairs across Surrey saw our members keeping busy
engaging with the great British public. Particular thanks to
the Gatton team with Vince Gallo, Neil Holden, Geoff Pye
and Angela Isaac holding the fort and credit to Chris
Hoskins for sharing the photos.
A timely reminder for our Adult Bee Health Clinic on 10
August at Henfold Pavilion. A Nosema check is part of a
managed programme of health for our bees so take full
advantage of the clinic and take samples of 30 bees from
each of your colonies. All details are available here
https://wp.me/p2VGpI-9YC. Treatment options for high
levels of Nosema may be limited at this time of year, but it is
good practice to have assessed the condition of your
colonies BEFORE considering combining any for overwintering. A small colony found to have a high level of
Nosema, might be better left alone than combined with an
otherwise healthy colony. Bob Maurer is also keen to
recruit more members into the world of microscopy.
An early call for help to support the preparation and on the
day for the welcome return of our annual RBKA Honey fair
to Dorking on 10 September. See details later.

Happy Beekeeping

Credit - Chris Hoskins

Sue Scates, Bee News editor

RBKA online
I am in overload with this months WhatsApp chats; it’s very
informative to hear what others are experiencing and a great
support network. If you are not a member, I recommend you
click the button to join on our club page.
In a nutshell topics included; how to manage in the heatwave
incl. ‘how to keep cool in a bee suit’ with suggestions ranging
from wet tea towels, frozen rice in a sock, battery neck fans,
cooling ice towel and ventilated bee suits. For the bees and
hives info from BIBBA shared by Keith Mackie and others
incl. large sheet of plywood on metal roof, wet cloth draped
over roof, remove any varroa trays blocking OMF circulation,
access to water for bees at all times. ‘Aggressive bees’, how
to best manage and possible reasons for; loads of BKs
responded to this original post from Ash with #Me too.
Theories ranged from response to OSR, end of nectar flow,
robbing and wasps upsetting colonies. Recommendations
included some anti-sting bee suits, waiting a couple of weeks
after the nectar flow ends to harvest with the hope offered
that once you harvest and put back the empty ‘wet’ supers
for the bees to prepare for autumn/winter, harmony should
return and you’ll also have less bees to deal with. Fingers
crossed.
At the height of the heat wave when temperatures hit 42
degrees C, it was fascinating to see BBKA data showing that
bees were keeping hive temperatures at a steady 35
degrees C (thanks Caroline Baker) backed up by
temperature graph from Phil on his own hive ( see photo
later). Finally, I’ve also managed to infiltrate the Vigo
WhatsApp and can see the ‘fun’ being had with queen
rearing experiments and grafting. Trial and error and and a
lot of dedication. Well done Team Vigo :)

Hello from Sue Scates, BeeNews editor
July saw me working away from home followed by a few days
holiday so my girls were checked on 1 July and not since. I’d
put out wasp traps and entrance reducers as a precaution and
there is plenty of water in a lake close by, but with the
extraordinary heatwave I was very appreciative of the help
from neighbour and fellow beekeeper, Kate Scurfield who
popped round to remove the entrance reducers. She also
collected a swarm from another neighbour and popped them
into my apiary too (services above and beyond). I had noticed
a likely drone laying queen and a queenless colony, to which I
added a frame of eggs on my last day before leaving, so as
you read this I will be inspecting the hives to see what
challenges are in store. I’m hoping they are not too aggressive
reading everyone else’s recent experiences and having
donated my own badly behaved colony to Vigo. I’m hopeful of
a honey harvest and will plan to do that mid August which will
be very pleasing after an unexpected spring harvest. I have
also been pleased with my long hive nursery that I invested in
this year. It has allowed me to have eggs on hand (see above)
and is very accessible. I am wondering though how the colony
will arrange itself over winter to cluster. There is no need for a
queen excluder as the bees naturally separate brood from
stores (imagine a horizontal arrangement). I’ll need to ask the
team at Hyde Hives for guidance.

RBKA Basic assessment group
While many of us were just about coping with the heat, spare a thought for our
candidates who were under extra pressure preparing themselves for their BBKA
Basic assessments on Saturday 9th & 16th July. I am thrilled to report a 100% pass
rate for the 17 candidates being assessed of which 11 passed with Credit and 3
passed with Distinction. Our roll call of candidates included Ian Ball, Caroline
Barker, Lucy Brill, William Cuthbert, Nina Ferrito, Sarah Gale, Angela Isaac, Lina
Jones, Peter Jones, Dominic Matthews, Frank Miszler, Helen Park, Mike Smith,
Tommy Smith, David Stagg, Zak Terziyski and David Wooldridge .
A massive achievement and in congratulating our students It would be remiss not to
include a big shout out to Colin Clement, Jim Cooper and Damian Belson for
presenting and managing the Basic Trainees Study Group sessions on Monday
evenings Plus a thanks to all our Basic Hives tutors for their support through out
the Wednesday Henfold club evenings since April. A great RBKA team effort
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We will be able to formally congratulate members when we hand out certificates at
the RBKA AGM in November.
At RBKA we strongly encourage all members to take the BBKA Basic assessment
as an excellent foundation for your beekeeping and for those that wish , a great
springboard to progress onto further modules.
Please do consider joining next year’s Basic Study group if you will have not taken
and passed the Assessment by then. And if you are a Beginner and have not been
on our Winter ‘Beginners Theory Course’, why not enrol on the 2023 course that
will commence in January.

Colin Clement RBKA Education lead

RBKA Module 1 study group
The Module 1 studies, a joint endeavour between Croydon and
Reigate BKAs, have been progressing well so far, with students
taking turns either to make an overview presentation on a syllabus
topic, or present answers to the more detailed questions on the
correspondence course that is kindly being co-ordinated by Keith
Williamson. The study sessions take place weekly on Tuesday
evenings, and are recorded on Zoom.
So far, we have covered the history of hive design and
development; frames, foundation and spacing; acquisition of bees
and siting of apiaries; and apiary hygiene. At the time of writing we
are about to discuss the next topic, which will be all about the
beekeeping year. We have also submitted our first paper to the
correspondence course tutor to be marked, and hope to receive
comments back shortly. A further two papers are currently being
prepared for submission.
In August, we will be moving on to the topic of swarm prevention
and control. In September and October, we will be covering end-ofseason activities and problem-solving. The aim is to have covered
all of the syllabus by early October, to allow time for review and
analysis of past papers.
If anyone would like to have access to the Zoom recordings of the
study sessions, please contact Keith Mackie
(keith@mrmackie.com), Debbie
Burney(debbie@mrsburneysbeeclub.co.uk) or Anna Slade
(annaslade@virginmedia.com)

Anna Slade - RBKA Module 1 co-ordinator

RBKA out-apiary news
Our out-apiaries are valuable resources to RBKA providing honey stocks to create income for RBKA, as well as sites for
research. With Henfold, Vigo, Mickleham, Buckland and Brockham apiaries there is a lot to stay on top of.
Colin Clement and the Vigo team have so far successfully sold 3 new Vigo bred nucs as we branched out into queen
rearing, within seconds of emails hitting in boxes. The Vigo team continue to invest time in learning more about queen
rearing. Thanks to Colin for sharing some great photos of parts of the queen rearing process in action. We look forward to
more updates.
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Forthcoming Honey Shows
With what is looking like being a bumper year for honey for many, there are
FOUR Honey Shows coming up in September and October, each of which ALL
members could enter. So start in September to practice your skills for the BIG
ones at Henfold … and the National later.
September 24th South of England Honey Show … at the South of England
Showground, Ardingly West Sussex, during the Autumn Show & International
Horse Trials.
SoE Honey Show Schedule, inc Rules and Registration forms for Show Bench
Entries & Honey Stock to sell … https://www.seas.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2022/07/Bees-Honey-2022-Schedule-FINAL.pdf
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October 1st Reigate Beekeepers Honey Show … at OUR Henfold Pavilion.
Registration is already OPEN for entries that is FREE, and needs to be made
On-Line
RBKA Honey Show Schedule, inc Rules … https://rbkbblog.com/wpcontent/uploads/2022/07/Honey-Show-Schedule-2022-v3.pdf
On-Line Entry … https://wp.me/p2VGpI-9Z1
October 8th

Surrey Beekeepers Association … at OUR Henfold Pavilion

(Show Schedule and details to be announced )
October 27th– 29th
National Honey Show (91st) … at Sandown Park
Racecourse, Esher, Surrey.
2022 Show Schedule (only) of Classes
https://www.honeyshow.co.uk/files/2022/Schedule-of-Classes-2022-f.pdf
Special Entry Classes for Younger Beekeepers (and bee supporters) 2022
https://www.honeyshow.co.uk/files/2022/juniorentryleaflet2022.pdf

Dates to remember
2022 RBKA Honey Fair - Dorking
We’re delighted to be returning to Dorking’s United Reformed church hall
with our 2022 RBKA Honey Fair. We will be calling out for support and
helpers to ensure we can out on a great event after a two year break. Our
2022 RBKA Honey Fair is a great opportunity to meet with local
communities and spread the word about all things bees and sell honey
and related products. The event will be open to the public on the 10th
September in the United Reformed Church Hall in North Street, Dorking.
Details are on the website: https://wp.me/p2VGpI-9YX Offers of help etc
can be made via a Contact Form in the website post or directly to Richard
Bradfield (richard.d.bradfield@btinternet.com)
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National Honey Monitoring Scheme (NHMS) update from Karen Ford,
Henfold Apiary manager
Last year, just after the club extraction, we took a sample of Henfold
honey and sent it off to the NHMS for analysis.
The analysis has finally arrived and whilst no real surprises in the report,
it highlights the lack of good forage, apart from during Springtime, in the
Henfold area. The high moisture content of the honey is down to the fact
that I very nearly forgot to take the sample as we were busy during the
club extraction and, as a result, I had to use a super frame that was only
partially capped! The sample has to be taken direct from a frame and not
after extraction. Our extracted honey had a reading of between 17 and
18%
If you are interested in taking part why not sign up. A useful link is here >
and the deadline to request a pack for 2022 is 7 October.

Calling for web skills help ?
Website editor / Webmaster skills needed
RBKA’s two websites ( Public and Members) could really do with fresh eyes and abilities to refresh and keep the content up
to date and meeting needs of their visitors and readers. It is now 8 years since the two current and differing website formats
were set-up and started to be populated.
Is there anyone interested in taking over, or even initially to just share the editing roles?
Surrey BKA have a similar although perhaps more urgent need … their website is not even currently reachable!. They are in
need of a new Webmaster to focus upon the website’s principle function as a signpost for the public to the existence and
roles of the 8 divisions of the Surrey Association.
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Please contact Richard Bradfield if you would like to offer some help with either or both opportunities, or would like more
information.

Pictures of the month
As always, there were lots of fab photos posted this month on the WhatsApp group. Here are just a few.

Credit : Nick
(Vigo)
Got excited
when I saw the
frames
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Credit : Peter Jones
Keeping cool in Earlswood, we
hope :-)

Credit : Karen Ford
Setting up for the basics- all the brill
Q rearing means we have a lot of
hives
Credit: Nick ( Vigo)
But sadly empty :(

Credit : Hey
Credit: Phil >
Temp track from today
(19 July) - hive is shaded all day

What’s in the news ?
‘Bees are really highly intelligent’ : the
insect IQ tests causing a buzz among
scientists
An article by Donna Ferguson in the Observer picks
up on how smart our bees are, not that we didn’t
know that. Quoting Lars Chittka, Professor of sensory
and behavioural ecology at Queen Mary University of
London (see offer from Vince in Club news re Lars’
latest book), ‘our work … has shown that bees are
highly intelligent individuals. That they can count,
recognise images of human faces and learn simple
tool use and abstract concepts. Read more here >

Aerospace firm to make rocket fuel from beeswax
An article in several news outlets featured Gravitilab, the first
company to create reusable sub-orbital space rockets, is
looking to develop an eco-friendly rocket fuel derived from
beeswax, which it says will be “the first truly sustainable rocket
fuel”.
“We’re going to ask the European Space Agency to assist us in
this amazing challenge of producing an eco-sustainable fuel,
which can allow us to progress towards carbon-neutral
solutions when it comes to launch,” said Rob Adlard, CEO of
Gravitilab. “And all the while contributing towards the
environmental benefits of supporting bee populations.”

>

Club News
As many of you will know, Vince Gallo has been working hard on his
PhD. One of the leading faculty members, Lars Chittka has a new book
out where he explores, ‘The Mind of a Bee’ (not exclusively honey bees).
Vince has some promotional cards offering a 30% discount which he will
bring along on club night for anyone interested.
Congratulations already shared to our basic assessment students but
also a big thanks to our Henfold team for presenting our apiary so
beautifully for the two assessment days and the taster day on 31 July
(read more next month) and many thanks to Gill Simpson for washing
the green suits in advance of the taster day. We are down one so if you
took it home to wash, could you please drop it back next week.

Club checklist
Subscribe to the
website here >
Join the club
WhatsApp here >
Follow the club
Facebook here>
Follow the club on
Instagram here>

Keep busy
Browse previous articles from
BeeCraft and BBKA News
catalogued by Mary Wynn here>
Catch up on all previous lectures
from the National Honey Show on
YouTube here>

Follow us on Instagram @Reigatebeekeepers
Tag us in your beekeeping photos, or send them through to the
team to load onto the RBKA Instagram account

