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This month
Welcome to our July newsletter. June was super busy for 
bees and beekeepers alike looking at the  WhatsApp news 
feed. It was great to see RBKA attendance at the various 
summer and county shows so well received. Massive thank 
you to all involved in the preparations, set up, displays, 
running the stalls and clearing away, a huge amount of 
work. Particular thanks to Richard Bradfield for his 
involvement in the South of England show and to Keith 
Mackie for the Merstham show, in taking the event leader 
co-ordinator role and for sharing this lovely photo of our 
observation hive. 
Our bees have enjoyed record temperatures this month and 
with the  so-called June gap, are looking for food sources. 
For gardeners with poly-tunnels it’s worth noting that unlike 
bumble bees, honey bees fly upwards towards the light to 
escape and get trapped. A thin plastic sheet or mesh will 
help stop them entering. (thanks Kate Scurfield and Adam 

Leitch)

We still have a handful of spaces at our Taster day on 30 
July at Henfold Apiary. Colin Clement and the Taster day 
team have created a highly informative beekeeping day, so 
please do recommend to friends and neighbours as a really 
fulfilling day and a great way to get a little bit more hands- 
on!

|I noted an interesting book review of what appears to be a 

semi-fictional read called ‘Grey Bees’ by Andrey Kurkov. 
Kurkov is Ukraine’s most famous novelist and the book 
dramatises the current conflict zone through the eyes of a 

mild mannered bee keeper. Would love to hear what you 
think along with any other good bee reads you pick up for 
summer holiday reading. 
We are still trying to understand what the bees are up to on 
the front cover . Any suggestions?

 

 
 

 

 

 

   

Happy Beekeeping 

Sue Scates, Bee News editor

Credit - Keith Mackie 



RBKA online
This month’s saw our RBKA WhatsApp very busy offering a 

real smorgasbord of topics. These are shared throughout 

this month’s newsletter.

The airwaves have been filled with bee topics. 
A selection you might like to catch up on include;

Radio 4 The Life Scientific - Adam Hart on ants, bees and 
insect burgers ( thanks to Debbie Jordan and Phil for 

flagging)

BBC iPlayer - Springwatch (16 June)  - interesting feature on 

pollen collection and ID by a PhD student from 

Northumberland University. They are developing an app to 

help beekeepers ID floral sources from pollen samples 
(thanks to Anna Slade for sharing) 

Netflix - Man vs Bee - a comedy series starring Rowan 

Atkinson and a bee. I am sure no bees were harmed in the 

production! Thanks to Keith Mackie for this one. 

 
Radio 4 podcast - Metamorphosis = - how insects 

transformed our world - Bee Brain intellect ( thanks to Claude 

for highlighting)

Keith Mackie highlighted the availability of some useful 

laminated instructional sheets from the BBKA to pin up as a 

quick reminder on important techniques  which you may 

want to access quickly. These include the Bailey comb 

change and the Demaree method.   

Peter Jones also shared a Bee Identification Guide link from 

the Friends of the Earth. Useful to keep handy >    

Hello from  Sue Scates, BeeNews editor
June was very busy with my bees keeping me on my toes. My 
new long hive is doing well and the bees have happily 
expanded across 12 frames now and are sorting themselves 
out without a QE. As this is a double ended hive, I have 

popped the swarm that we caught in the garden, into the 
vacant end. I have been moving the nuc which they have 
been occupying 3 feet per day to enable this swap ( it took a 
month!). I  also did my planned Platinum jubilee extraction and 

took off nearly 50 lb of very pale, runny honey. Within a week 
this was soft set spring honey. My neighbours love it but I was 
really surprised how quickly it went from runny extraction to 
set honey (less than a week), so I’m convinced it is heavily 

laden with OSR and heather. Luckily I had ordered a 
corkscrew mixer which was essential to complete the bottling. 
2 weeks on it’s not hardened any further (fingers crossed). 

Always something new to learn. I have donated a problematic 
hive to the Vigo team. Having been calm bees re-queened in 
2021, the colony became too aggressive for me. Every week I 
try to inspect the hive to see what is driving this behavioural 
change but I’ve found it impossible with bees spewing out of 
the hive covering my veil. Thanks to Vigo’s Damian and Colin 
who expertly culled the queen and transferred them to Vigo 
with plans to requeen with Andrew Buchanan’s gentle bees

.   

 

 

https://friendsoftheearth.uk/nature/bee-identification-guide


RBKA Basic assessment group 

Welcome happy

We have 16 beekeepers taking the basic assessment this year.  Following successful mock assessments in June, our 
students will take their actual assessments  on Saturday 9th & 16th July. Big thanks to Bob Maurer for conducting the 

mock examination and to Colin for arranging. And of course a big thanks to all the tutors involved this year.

As a reminder the pass mark for the basic is from 50%,  a credit is from 75% and a distinction is from 90%.    At RBKA 

we strongly encourage all members to take the BBKA Basic assessment as an excellent foundation for your 

beekeeping and for those that wish , a great springboard to progress onto further modules. 

Please do consider joining next year’s Basic Study group if you will have not taken and at least passed the 

Assessment by then. And if you are a Beginner and have not beenon our Winter ‘Beginners Theory Course’, why not 

enrolon the 2023 course that will commence in January.     

 

Colin Clement  RBKA Education lead

We have 16 beekeepers taking the basic assessment this year.  Following successful mock assessments in June, our 
students will take their actual assessments  on Saturday 9th & 16th July. Big thanks to Bob Maurer for conducting the 

mock examination and to Colin for arranging. And of course a big thanks to all the tutors involved this year.

As a reminder the pass mark for the basic is from 50%,  a credit is from 75% and a distinction is from 90%.    At RBKA 

we encourage all members to take the BBKA Basic assessment as an excellent foundation for your beekeeping and 

for those that wish , a great springboard to progress onto further modules. 

As a club, RBKA strongly encourages all members to take the basic assessment, please consider joining next year’s 

intake.   

 



RBKA  out-apiary news

Welcome happy

Our out-apiaries are valuable resources to RBKA providing honey stocks 

to create income for RBKA, as well as sites for research. With Henfold, 

Vigo, Mickleham, Buckland and Brockham apiaries there is a lot to stay 

on top of.

Mary and Jim Wynn, our  Mickleham apiary managers  report that 

Mickleham is in full swing with supers being added signalling a good 

season ahead. Thanks to Mary for this super photo of Mickleham and to 

Jim, Jacqueline and Gavin for their help.

On the research front, Colin Clement and the Vigo team have been 
working on Queen and Nuc rearing.  You may have seen an email to 

members recently offering two nucs reared at Vigo from a calm and 
gentle queen ( donated by Andrew Buchanan). Each nuc contains a 2022 

marked queen with at least 3 frames of brood and bees. This is a terrific 

step for the club and we hope to be able to offer this service going 

forwards for our members. 

Meanwhile, the bees at our Buckland and Brockham apiaries have been 

very busy and have kept Apiary Manager, Richard Ramsden just as busy 

extracting 688 lbs of spring honey.



RBKA summer events - Geoff Pye    

Welcome happy

The 2022 summer season June events all went well with Ian Ball leading at the Cobham Heritage Day show, Richard Ramsden 

leading a stall team at Newdigate Village day show and Keith Mackie was stall lead at the Merstham All Saints Summer Show. 

More credits and a super photo are on our Club News page.

We still need help from RBKA members for a few events:-

• Helpers for  Gatton Fair 3 July

• A ‘site manager’ and helpers on the day required for South Holmwood on 23 July

• Capel on 20 August, is being progressed, but again we need a Leader and additional helpers  in order to make that happen

• Okewood Hill remains under discussion. More details will follow.

 RBKA honey stocks will be in short supply towards the end of the scheduled events so if members have stocks and want to sell 

them though RBKA events, please contact Neil Holden to add variety and help fill the sales benches. A wonderful example of 

candles amongst other products which can be showcased at the fairs is shown below.

See the Members website Shows & Fetes page (under the EVENTS menu tab) for latest updates of events and contact details.  

 Even if you cannot help on the stall do come along to view the stall and encourage the volunteers. 

Credit - Keith Mackie 



2022 South of England show report 

Welcome happy

The Bees and Honey Marquee returned to the annual South of England 

show at Ardingly after a two year absence. The event enjoyed warm June 

sunshine and was a collaboration between Croydon, Reigate and 

Wisborough Green divisions representing Surrey and West Sussex. 

Thanks to Bob and Barbara Barnes, Richard Bradfield and Martin Hill 

along with 30 beekeepers from across these and other local divisions 
including Liz Braines, Janet Wallington, David and Linda Stagg and 

Angela Isaac from Reigate.

Pride of place was ‘Honor’, our award winning Big Bee suspended in the 

marquee. During the event the team were kept busy with six hive 

inspection demonstrations provided each day to a fascinated audience, 

two demonstration hives with active queens driving many questions from 

the public, static exhibits of equipment and honey derived products and a 

sea of information on boards providing much detail about bees and how 

to set about being a Beekeeper. With stocks of honey in short supply, it 

had been decided some months ago not to offer honey for sale. However 

it is intended to operate the sales stall during the Ardingly Autumn show 
in September, alongside of the Honey show display ( see details 

opposite). The South of England Honey Show Competition will be on 24-

25 September during the Autumn Show at Ardingly Showground. Bill 
Fisher (NHS judge and Chief Steward) is the judge this year and this 

represents a great opportunity to get some feedback for your honey at 

Regional level before entries go to our own shows and the National 

during October.  And finally, particular thanks to David, Linda and Angela 

for their help transporting equipment back to Henfold.

Richard Bradfield - SoE Bee & Honey  Vice-chair  



RBKA  school  visit in Dorking     

Welcome happy

As part of their learning about life cycles, Year 5 at St 

Martin’s C of E Primary, Dorking, were visited by two RBKA 

beekeepers, Karen Ford and  Becki Gibbs, who taught the 

children about honey bees, what is involved in keeping 

bees and allowed them to try some honey, The children 

created some double page information spreads all about 

bees. Becki and Karen took apart a WBC hive to show the 

children the inside of a hive, passed around undrawn, 

drawn and a full super frame which we told inqusitive 

children not to prod! 

Karen and Becki then gave a presentation with video clips 

of inspection and swarm collection. This was followed by 
tasting 3 different honeys including our spring honey; it’s 

light in colour and very sweet ( it’s not OSR).  Becki made 

some mock up brood frames with a selection of scaled up 

photographs to bring to life the workings of the hive for the 

children. It made it easier for them to see all that goes on 

within the frames and appreciate the lifecycle from egg to 

bee. They were really engaged. Huge thanks to Karen and 

Becki for this fantastic community initiative. Another great 

example of RBKA getting involved with the local community 

to provide educational opportunities

Karen Ford and Becki Gibbs 



Pictures of the month

Welcome happy

As always, there were lots of fab  photos posted this month on the WhatsApp group. Here are just a few.

Credit : Karen Ford 

A lovely display of soaps  

Credit : Hey

Credit : Richard 
Bradfield 
South of 
England show 
tent well 
attended 
throughout the 
weekend 

 

Credit : Richard Woodhouse
Beehive with a built in log burner!  
(thanks for the tag line Trevor 
Keast )

Credit : Alan C 

I just looked at my hives and noticed a big gathering of bees at the entrance. The bees are 
from one of my hives that swarmed a month ago.  Any thoughts? Reply from Keith M. Some 

say it’s the June gap and weaker colonies have to defend their stores  >



 
‘Great Day’ for Bumblebees as 
Californian Court Rules that they are Fish 

Whilst clearly not a fish , the Californian court has 

ruled the bumblebee is an invertebrate and therefore 

accords the same protection as a fish under California 

Endangered Species act  >   Thanks to Gill Simpson 

for flagging

Collecting a library of bee genomes
The USDA Agricultural Research Service is leading a project 
dubbed “Beenome100” to produce high-quality maps of the 

genomes of at least 100 bee species, capturing the diversity of 

bees in the United States, representing each of the major bee 

taxonomic groups in the US. ‘An aim of Beenome100 is to 

create a first-of-its-kind library of high-quality, highly detailed 

genome maps that will help researchers answer the big 

questions like what genetic differences make some bee species 

more vulnerable to climate change or whether a bee species is 
likely to be more susceptible to a pesticide,” explained 

entomologist Jay Evans with the ARS Bee Research Laboratory 

in Beltsville, Maryland, and co-lead of the project. >  
  

In the News - Bumblebee special 

https://edition.cnn.com/2022/06/06/us/california-bees-fish-court-ruling-scn-trnd/index.html
 https://www.ars.usda.gov/news-events/news/research-news/2022/collecting-a-library-of-bee-genomes/
 https://www.ars.usda.gov/news-events/news/research-news/2022/collecting-a-library-of-bee-genomes/


Club News

Follow us on Instagram @Reigatebeekeepers

Tag us in your beekeeping photos, or send them through to the 

team to load onto the RBKA Instagram account

Club checklist

Subscribe to the 

website here >

Join the club 

WhatsApp here >

Follow the club 

Facebook here>

Follow the club on 

Instagram here>

Keep busy

Browse previous articles from 

BeeCraft and BBKA News 

catalogued by Mary Wynn here>

Catch up on all previous lectures 

from the National Honey Show on

YouTube here>

 

Mock basic assessments were undertaken in June with Bob Maurer 
supported by Colin Clement  ahead of the actual Basic practical 
assessments in July. We wish all candidates the best of luck for the real 
thing on 9 and 16th July,  and based on the mocks they are all well 
prepared.
Thanks to all our summer fair organisers and helpers. A big thank you 
from Keith Mackie ( stall lead) to Anna Slade, Helen Park, Zak Teriyaki, 

Richard Toone, Liz Braines and Jan Taylor from Croydon BKA. These 

events couldn’t run without you and more details can be found on our 
summer events page from Geoff Pye ( credit to Keith for the photo)

Our bees are still subject to swarming and if you are interested in getting 
a swarm, check out the members page, put your name down and 
provide a swarm box to the collecting team 

 

  

https://rbkbblog.com/
https://rbkbblog.com/?s=whats+app
https://chat.whatsapp.com/4MCpuSMkEJc5CFTWupXSnF
https://chat.whatsapp.com/4MCpuSMkEJc5CFTWupXSnF
https://rbkbblog.com/membership/members-forum/
https://www.instagram.com/reigatebeekeepers
https://rbkbblog.com/?s=beecraft
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiOtIebcpY0Zqqma0H5wLYQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiOtIebcpY0Zqqma0H5wLYQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiOtIebcpY0Zqqma0H5wLYQ

