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Read our Chairman’s Annual report on the
RBKA members site here >

This month
Welcome to our May newsletter and a wonderful start to the
season with a gloriously sunny Easter for our bees to be out and
about and for us to get into our weekly inspection rhythm.
After a slightly delayed start on Wednesday evenings due to
colder weather we are now able to enjoy our training apiary.
RBKA also hosted a busy and sunny day at Mickleham for the
auction with over 200 items. Simon and Trevor along with Vince
and many other supporters did a terrific job and will soon be
seen on ‘ Under the hammer’! Great to have Bob Maurer and
team providing hive health checks too.
Many may have been aware of Jim Wynn’s absence from
Henfold during the first of the seasons Summer Weekly
Wednesday meetings. Very regrettably for RBKA, Jim has for
personal reasons, stood down from the Committee and from his
role as our Education Programme Manager. Whilst stepping
back from these two high profile roles, Jim is prepared to remain
as Reigate’s AHAT Leader and as the Surrey BKA AHAT
Coordinator; should the need for action arise. He will also be
continuing to help Mary in her management of our Mickleham
Apiary and remains a strong supporter of Reigate Beekeepers.
Meanwhile our now already tried and tested Beginners & Basics,
and now Intermediate, beekeeping programmes of practical and
study groups will continue to be delivered by practiced leaders
and willing hive tutors.
Read the latest ‘Chairman’s View’ for more >
A reminder in case you’ve not been following the several
Happy Beekeeping
swarms reported on the RBKA WhatsApp - be prepared for
swarming season. If you would like to register for a swarm go to
the members page under the knowledge base tab for next steps Sue Scates, Bee News editor
( credit to Nick for swarm photo)

RBKA online
This month’s chatter covered an array of topics ibcluding
requests to proof read a dissertation, moving bees and
questions about siting bees near a sewage works. A pretty
diverse set of topics and includes something for everyone,
Free and timely advice and always highly informative. If you
are interested to join please click the WhatsApp link on our
club page .
One of the best posts for me was from Gerry and Damian
who were called out to remove a large nest of bees from
the side of an old wooden house. Demonstrating the use of
the bee hoover as they carefully dismantled and moved the
bees . A video clip of th ehoover in action was great.
Pictures featured in pics of the month.
A book recommendation from Keith Mackie to help us learn
to read the entrance of the hive makes for a really good
read.
A reminder to complete winter survival survey requested by
BBKA was a useful reminder for the end of April and the
UK wide results will be shared in due course.
Requests for help to run our RBKA stalls at various spring
/summer fairs continues to be a call out so please do
contact Geoff Pye if you are able to spare some time to
share RBKA great work with the public at these events.
Next one is the Cow Pie show on 8 May

Hello from Sue Scates, BeeNews editor
After a chilly start in April and a week away for Easter I
hadn’t been able to do much inspecting, so I was
mightily relieved that my 4 colonies hadn’t swarmed
when I got back. Inspections revealed 2 hives already
across 2 brood boxes with seemingly prolific 2021
queens. One is a swarm from 2020 which has been on a
slow burn but seem to have found their mojo for 2022!
The most surprising for me was my best producing hive
from 2021 which is only across 5 frames with 2 frames
of brood so I’ll need to watch closely for QC’s. The 2019
original Paynes queen is still laying well but I will do an
artificial swarm in May and keep a close eye out for
QCs. Despite several water sources close to the hive,
the bees have decided the chickens water container is
their preferred source. Chickens seem nonplussed and
bees appreciate the selection of wood floats to drink
from. Supers so far are not in use on any colonies but all
have ample stores. I’ve changed and cleaned all OMF
and retired a few brood frames as part of annual
refresh. All systems go !

RBKA/CBKA Module 1 study group
After the success of the recent joint Module 2 “Honey Bee Products and Forage” study group, involving both Reigate and
Croydon BKA (divisions of Surrey BKA), a few participants got the bug, and now feel inspired to set up another study group, this
time for Module 1, “Honey Bee Management”. Once again, this will be a joint venture between Croydon and Reigate BKAs, and
is supported and endorsed by both Associations. The objective of this study group is to offer the opportunity to study, and gain a
deeper knowledge and understanding of: hive types; selecting apiaries; prevention and detection of swarming; methods of
swarm control; seasonal management; signs of queen status - these are just a few of the topics covered in the syllabus.
Who is Module 1 ideally for? Well, anyone who has kept bees for more than one year, and preferably has completed (or is
working towards) the Basic Practical Assessment (BPA), is welcome to participate in this group. Module 1 complements the
BPA, but is best completed afterwards, building on the foundations of the BPA to widen and deepen the knowledge gained. It’s
a logical step for those who have taken their BPA to move on to modular learning, and many undertake Module 1 first, although
the modules can be taken in any order (except for Module 8, which has to be taken last). In this study group, we intend to
complete the Module 1 syllabus in time to take the exam in November 2022, although there is no obligation to sit the exam.

Welcome happy

There is NO financial cost to you as a participant, as long as you are a current member of either Reigate or Croydon
BKA. However there is a cost in terms of your time and your participation in assisting group learning, whilst also respecting
others in the group, as those leading, presenting or assisting are all volunteers, each one at a different stage in their beekeeping
journey, and many juggling full-time jobs and families.
• Weekly meetings on Tuesday evenings at 8pm, on Zoom (cost to be met by Croydon BKA), led by Anna Slade
• The first meeting will be on Tuesday 17th May at 8pm
• Zoom recordings and study notes available for review for those who can’t make the weekly meetings, or are busy with their
bees!
• Shared participation in a correspondence course (cost to be met by Reigate BKA)
• Access to resources on Dropbox (courtesy of Keith Mackie), where we can share presentations, study notes, past exam
papers, and resources from previous groups
• A WhatsApp group (managed by the Module 1 Leadership Team) where we can ask for, and share, advice and support,
including from RBKA Master Beekeepers and more experienced members
• Access to study materials from RBKA and CBKA libraries
Contact Keith Mackie on 07786 024325 or keith@mrmackie.com, Debbie Burney on 07810 172938,
debbie@mrsburneysbeeclub.co.uk or Anna Slade on 07947 431053, annaslade@virginmedia.com..

World Bee Day

20 May 2022

What is World Bee Day ?
On this date, 20 May, the pioneer of beekeeping Anton Janša was born in
1734 in Slovenia.
World Bee Day theme 2022 is “Bee engaged: Build Back Better for Bees”
By this theme, The United Nations focused on the threats of protection posed
by COVID-19 to bees and other pollinators. The UN also urged upon beekeeping awareness and the importance of bee-derived products. This Theme
ofWelcom
Bee Day 2022 provides a direction for all the celebrations of World Bee
Day 2022.
The food and agriculture organization of the United Nations FAO will organize
a virtual event on 20 May 2022 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. By this
theme of World Bee Day, the United Nations had stressed upon the
protection of bees, other pollinators and their habitats.

e happy

https://internationaleventday.com/event/world-bee-day/

.

Pictures of the month
As always, there were lots of fab photos posted this month on the WhatsApp group.

Credit : Gerry
Had an interesting morning with
Damian Belson removing a large
nest from the side of an old house

Welcome happy
Credit : Colin Clement
Happy Easter!
Credit : Mary Wynn
Thank you to Gavin, Caroline, and
Jacqueline for helping inspect the
bees at Mickleham and thanks to
Gavin, Jim and Caroline for
helping us get Mickleham looking
good for the auction
Credit : Hey
Credit : Adam Leitch
Double dots

In the news
Climate crisis could lead to rise of smaller bees,
study finds
Featured in the Guardian on 21 April 2022, refers to scientific
studies from the US whic involved trapping and studying
20,000 bees over eight years to find out how they reacted to
changing climatic conditions. The research indicates that the
climate crisis could lead to small-bodied bees but fewer
bumble bees whose decline was particularly marked. Read
more here >

The Charity Bees NFTs ( non fungible tokens) are
scheduled to enter the NFT world on International
BEE day
Featured in previous editions and for any crypto currency
enthusiasts there are now 9,999 NFTs living in the Ethereum
blockchain ERC-721 which will be minted on 20 May . There
are three characters, Worker bees, Drones and Queen Bees
and are fully animated with 100 traits. They will be up for grabs
to the whole NFT community with the intent of connecting
people, saving bees and growing together as friends

Club News
Colin Clement and Jim Thorpe are well underway with Monday night
study group for those members wishing to cover the BBKA Basic
assessment syllabus. A big thank you to Jim Wynn for his huge efforts
over lockdown in developing our education programme and steering us
through our essential shift to Zoom over the pandemic period.
A message from Karen and Simon, our Henfold apiary managers, to
thank the winter team, especially all the new beekeepers, who came
along and helped in the mud and the cold. Thanks to everyone who
‘volunteered’ :) to come down and unlock so people could collect
extractors, buy frames/invertbee/fondant, collect lost property, library
books, make hives, buy honey etc. over the winter months. If you want
anything else let us know. Also don’t forget to get in touch if you want to
hire equipment - 3 extractors are already booked out for June!

Club checklist
Subscribe to the
website here >
Join the club
WhatsApp here >
Follow the club
Facebook here>
Follow the club on
Instagram here>

Keep busy
Browse previous articles from
BeeCraft and BBKA News
catalogued by Mary Wynn here>
Catch up on all previous lectures
from the National Honey Show on
YouTube here>

Follow us on Instagram @Reigatebeekeepers
Tag us in your beekeeping photos, or send them through to the
team to load onto the RBKA Instagram account

