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This month
Welcome to our April newsletter and that sense of 
anticipation builds as we were blessed with some 
wonderful sunshiny days in late March and our colonies 
start to build.
If you attended the in person Henfold club night on 2nd 
March we enjoyed a super presentation from Westerham 
club’s, Steve Riley. He shared the continued progress in 
Westerham club’s quest for varroa resistant bees. It 
certainly inspired me to think more about the opportunity 
for the hobbyist beekeeper to get involved.
We look forward to seeing many of you at our first weekly 
summer evening meeting on 6th April at Henfold and we’ll 
be arranging the hive teams.Jim will be working hard to 
get everyone assigned to a hive that matches their desired 
learning outcomes. If you are able to support a hive as a 
mentor please drop Jim a line if  not done so already. 
Similarly, if you wish to follow the BBKA Basic assessment 
this year, please let Jim or Colin know asap. The first zoom 

seminar will kick off on Monday 11 April. 
Another diary date is the annual RBKA auction of bees 
and beekeeping equipment . This will be held on 30th April 
at Mickleham apiary and Village Hall. There will also be a 
Spring Bee Health Clinic running that day at Mickleham.  
More details are available here > 
Finally, it was lovely to hear from Michelle Cooper, one of 
our members now residing in Australia. She stays 
connected to all our news and shared this beautiful photo 
of one of the few honey bees she sees in her walks 
around Sydney. The flower she believes is the Murraya 
Mock orange (Murraya Paniculata) commonly used in 

warmer climates for hedging. 

 

 

 

   

Happy Beekeeping 

Sue Scates, Bee News editor

https://rbkbblog.com/2022/03/04/reigate-auction-of-bees-beekeeping-equipment-30th-april-2022/


RBKA online
This month’s chatter covered an array of topics including 

winter losses, providing water and topping up stores. 

Several TV recommendations were offered including ‘the 

Bee Whisperer’ and Joanna Lumley ‘s ‘Great Cities of the 

World’ in Paris where she meets a beekeeper, ‘My garden 

of a thousand bees’ and ‘A bees diary’. Other items shared 

included an exciting new Layens hive delivered, a beautiful 

barn owl visiting Colin’s garden, spotting early blossom and 
learning the latin names ( Cherry Plum/ Prunus Cerasifera) 

courtesy of Adam Leitch. As always big thanks for the 
reminders on interesting zoom sessions including an NBU 

session - A Hive Autopsy,  where bee inspectors discussed 
the common causes of winter colony losses (thanks Keith). 

Highlighting below a helpful exchange led by Keith Mackie 

on the need for our bees to have access to a safe water 

supply at this time of year. They need it to dilute honey to 

eat and produce the large amount of brood food during the 

spring development. As the nectar flow kicks in this 

provides most of their water needs. Water fetching tends to 

be a specialist job and the bees don’t want to fly too far, 

particularly if it’s cold. So set up a source close by and 

preferably in the sun to warm the water.  

As you can see there is something for everyone, free and 

timely advice and always highly informative. If you are 

interested to join please click the WhatsApp link on our club 

page 

 

Hello from  Sue Scates, BeeNews editor
I hope like me you have enjoyed the happy hum  and 
constant flow of pollen loaded bees returning to your 
hives/. Mine are covered in yellow pollen with full pollen 
sacs (goat willow , salix caprea?)  and could not fail to 

bring a smile in such troubled times. 

If like me you heeded warnings of March starvation, I 
added a final 1 kg pack of fondant on each of my 
colonies and noted the pollen patties from earlier in 
March had been taken down. The fondant has been 
welcomed by some more than others. Brood boxes and 
clean floors are ready to add with my first seasonal 
inspection. I’ve replaced two floors so far but wary of too 
much more until the nights warm up over the next 
couple of weeks. I’m hoping I’ll improve my queen 
spotting and wing clipping techniques  this year. I have 3 
unmarked 2021 queens and my 2019 Paynes queen 
surprisingly wasn’t superseded in the autumn, so I will 
need to very soon conduct an artificial swarm or unite 
this 2019 colony. I had planned to create a couple of 5/6 
frame poly nucs to act as a nursery and rear 2 back up 
queens in 2022. So many plans for the year ahead. Now 
just need to shake of covid like so many others :(

 

 



Dates for your diary  

Welcome happy

As the new summer season arrives and the clocks go 

forward welcoming longer days, there are several 

upcoming national and RBKA events .

4 April  :  Some members of the kitchen team will be 

preparing the pavilion for the start of the season on the 

morning of Monday 4th April from 9.30 am. It will involve 
moving the furniture to give the floor a good clean; dusting; 

cleaning the kitchen and toilet etc. If you are able to lend an 

elbow, please let Sue Hickson know by email to  

suewhickson@gmail.com

6 April  -   Henfold first weekly summer meeting 

8-10 April BBKA Spring convention

11 April     BBKA Basic assessment first zoom call 

30 April  - RBKA auction  at Mickleham Village hall and 
apiary( note incorrect details mentioned in BeeCraft 

classified ads page)      

You will hear more about the auction at the April Henfold 

meetings but  an early call for helpers from Sue Hickson to 

help on the day with the planned food service of bacon 

butties and a call for cakes and biscuits to sell. Always a 

popular stall and fund raiser for the club.   

mailto:suewhickson@gmail.com


Welcome happy

 

The Basic Assessment is akin to taking your driving test to keep bees.  It is the start 

of the process for you to become a competent Beekeeper on your journey to 

become a Master beekeeper or to develop your own skills as you see fit.

If you haven’t taken the assessment and have been keeping bees for a year (either 

at home or at Henfold) then you are eligible to take the Basic Assessment this year.

Colin Clement and I will run a study group, by Zoom on a Monday evening and you 

will join a group at Henfold with a tutor experienced in the Basic Assessment.

Each week from Monday the 11th April (zoom at 7pm) and Wednesdays at Henfold 

(starting on 6th April at 6:30pm) you will learn about the various parts of the 

assessment and be prepared for the practical and theory assessments in July. 

Syllabus details can be found here for for quick reference 
https://www.bbka.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=424720d6-2f19-4d3c-

9065-1dc065f1fbcd 

The good news is that you can join the programme without committing to taking the 

assessment for a few months, so if you haven’t taken the assessment then why not 
give it a go?

Please let myself or Colin Clement know if you want to take part.

Jim and Colin

jimwynn333@hotmail.com 

 colin.clement@hotmail.com

 

.

Jim Wynn   - RBKA Education committee 

Thinking about Basic assessment 

https://www.bbka.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=424720d6-2f19-4d3c-9065-1dc065f1fbcd
https://www.bbka.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=424720d6-2f19-4d3c-9065-1dc065f1fbcd
mailto:jimwynn333@hotmail.com
mailto:colin.clement@hotmail.com
mailto:colin.clement@hotmail.com


Pictures of the month

Welcome happy

As always, there were lots of fab  photos posted this month on the WhatsApp group.

Credit : Gill Simpson  

Walking in Gorge du 

Pennafort this morning in 

Provence I noticed this 
hornet nest (?) tucked into a 

nook in the rock face.  Any 

opinions on whether it’s a 
YLH? It looked to be about 

16” across…  

Credit : Hey

Credit : Mary Wynn
Henfold looking lovely in the spring sunshine   

 



In the news

California Beekeepers turn to GPS trackers to 
foil thieves.

An interesting article worth considering as another line of 

defence against hive theft. The scale of theft in the almond 
mono-cultures exceed 1000 hives and at a rental of $200 per 

hive per field is attracting attention, so much so that the use 

of GPS and other surveillance technology is becoming more 

common place >  

‘One to watch on Netflix You tube channel called  
‘the Bee Whisperer’, centred around a very 
endearing gentleman named Harold Change, also known as 

Barry, who arrived in Liverpool from Jamaica in 2001. Having 

loved bees since childhood, Barry noticed there weren’t many 

honey bees around the city, so for the past 20 years, has been 

cultivating his own colonies in the UK and now has around 50 

hives. Well worth a watch and just 10 mins long. Thanks Keith 

Mackie for the recommendation >   

https://www.theguardian.com/science/2022/feb/22/beekeepers-california-gps-tracking-cameras-theft-hives
https://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/news/liverpool-news/liverpool-bee-whisperer-stars-netflix-23149523?msclkid=0cbd39a1a79f11eca1d45d51b5e4a6e1


Club News

Follow us on Instagram @Reigatebeekeepers

Tag us in your beekeeping photos, or send them through to the 

team to load onto the RBKA Instagram account

Club checklist

Subscribe to the 

website here >

Join the club 

WhatsApp here >

Follow the club 

Facebook here>

Follow the club on 

Instagram here>

Keep busy

Browse previous articles from 

BeeCraft and BBKA News 

catalogued by Mary Wynn here>

Catch up on all previous lectures 

from the National Honey Show on

YouTube here>

Readers will remember that 
RBKA were invited to host a wax 
wrapper workshop at Dorking’s 
Ecobe on 18 March. It was well 
attended and expertly guided by 
Gill and Sue with photos provided 
by Karen Ford.

Whilst at Vigo apiary plans are 
well underway to establish the 
new queen rearing programme.  
First things first  though, let’s build 
a shed! 

Thanks to  the Vigo shed erecting 
team comprising Damian Belson, 
Nick Clark, Colin Clements and 
Peter Moore. Along with the 
donated nucleus of bees from 
Andrew Buchanan, we are 
excited to hear about next steps 
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