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A Division of the Surrey Beekeepers Association 
Founded 1879 

Charity No 1026386 
www.ReigateBeekeepers.org.uk 

 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

WEDNESDAY 4th NOVEMBER 2020 
HELD ONLINE VIA ZOOM 

 

1. Introduction 
The Chairman, Richard Bradfield, welcomed everyone to the Reigate Beekeepers AGM.  Documents are available on the 
members’ website and the meeting will be recorded simply for verification of the minutes but it will then be deleted.  
Voting will be counted by the ‘tellers’ Jim Wynn and Vince Gallo.  Results will be passed to Gill Simpson for recording.  He 
explained that only those who are fully paid up Registered or Partner members for 2021 can propose, second or vote in 
the election but other categories of members are welcome to participate in all other ways.    In order to ask a question, 
please click the blue raised hand icon on Zoom. 

 

2. Apologies for Absence 
Adam Leitch, Becki Gibbs 

 

3. Minutes of the AGM 6th November 2019 
Copies of the minutes had been made available on-line. There were no questions relating to the minutes and the 

Chairman therefore moved that the meeting accept the minutes.  

Proposed:  Mike Hill 

Seconded:  Bob Maurer 

Those present voted unanimously to accept the minutes as a true record of the meeting. 

The minutes will be signed by the President, Mike Hill, at the next opportunity. 

 

4. Matters arising from the minutes 
There were no matters arising.   
 

5. Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman’s Report had been published on the members’ website.  RB had attempted to pick out some of the main 
events from the year, much of which was dominated by the pandemic restrictions.  Overlooked in the report were the 
two bee health clinics which were run by Bob Maurer during spring and autumn for which, many thanks.  Hopefully we 
may be back to normal next year but possibly not by early spring.  Richard also acknowledged the input from Gill to the 
organisation of the Taster Day.  In addition, many thanks to all committee members during such a difficult year and the 
support from members, whether participating in virtual activities or volunteering.   
Andrew Cornwall is standing down from the committee this year and from all educational activities.  We hope he may be 
involved again at some future time.  Also in RB’s report is a hint of his proposed reorganisation of the management 
structure of the Reigate Division.  Hopefully getting away from the idea that the committee organise everything that 
happens in the Division.  RB hopes the committee can move to being more of a steering group, setting the direction and 
supervising and approving activities.  He feels that other members should feel able to provide more input in the running 
of the Division, along with committee members.  RB gave a brief outline of the organisation going forward.  The greatest 
change will be on the education side in an attempt to broaden the educational offering and ensure our approach is 
consistent.  RB asked if there were any questions surrounding this. None raised. 
 

6. Treasurer’s Report 
Vince Gallo presented the accounts for the year ended 30th September 2020, an abbreviated version was shared on 
screen.  This year has been exciting with no normal meetings being held and receipt of a huge donation of £12k for new 
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equipment.   This sum has now been spent on lovely new equipment for the training apiary which is now stacked in the 
pavilion awaiting use next year.  It was decided not to use the new equipment until members are able to come to the 
apiary.  Thank you to our anonymous benefactor, ‘St Ambrose’.   Membership has remained at a similar level to previous 
years and subscriptions continue to be received with an income of £9k, however only £3k of this is retained by Reigate 
Beekeepers, the rest going towards BeeCraft and BBKA.  Income from honey sales has been greatly reduced this year due 
the lack of shows, fetes and summer fairs.  Expenditure has continued with usual maintenance and improvements of the 
facilities.  Income of £49k and expenditure of £50k, for the first time in a long time we have run at a loss.  In this 
exceptional year this is acceptable and the loss would have been very much larger but there have been some large 
donations from two members and the Hanson Trust.  Honey sales of £3k was mostly bulk honey sales to members.  Some 
activities continued and provided some income – the Beginners Course continued prior to lockdown and a Taster Day was 
held, albeit a reduced version.  VG hopes that members feel they have received good value for their subscription this 
year, we have worked very hard to provide interesting content.   
Questions – Colin Clement – why is depreciation so high compared to last year.  VG only £100 difference. Depreciation 
slightly greater as more assets are included in this figure, including the car park which is being depreciated over 25 years.  
Also some assets have now fully depreciated and are no longer included in depreciation.    Question - why is there honey 
sales but no honey stock.  VG explained that a few years ago we ceased to show a stock value in the accounts (honey and 
quartermaster stores).  One disadvantage of this approach is we don’t see the stock assets appearing after a good 
harvest, the benefit is when the honey is sold it can go straight into the accounts without reducing stock or assets.  BM – 
regarding depreciation of pavilion, is it correct to depreciate the trophies in the same way?   VG explained his thinking 
around this – hopes to have a separate bank account in which to place depreciation values so that funds are available to 
replace assets in future.  If trophies were lost they would be claimed on insurance.    VG – action to organise bank 
account for next year.  
Proposed:   Andrew Buchanan 
Seconded:   Colin Clement 
Those present voted unanimously for accounts to be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

 

7. Other Reports 
Reports had been submitted by Honorary Secretary, Gill Simpson;  Membership Secretary, Sue Hickson; Simon Ford, 
Apiaries Co-Ordinator.  These were all available on-line.   There were no questions. 
 
RB asked Jim Wynn to say a few words on the reorganisation of RBKA’s education offering.  JW – as the potential 
Education Manager he has been consulting with many people about all of RBKA’s educational activities and where these 
could be improved.  He will be working on a new plan for the future.  Planning will go ahead as if Covid wasn’t a problem 
and contingency will be in place in case covid is still a problem for us.  Jim will put a report in place and published soon.  
JW thanks everyone for their input and offers of help to run educational offerings next year.  JW asked for any further 
suggestions or questions to please get in touch. 

 

8. Nomination and Election of President, Officers and Committee Members 
Introduced by the Chairman – Richard Bradfield described the process for the election of officers, Committee Members 
and Surrey Representatives. 
i. A proposer and separate seconder from the meeting’s attendees will be invited for each nominated Officer 

position and for the nominated Committee positions en-bloc. 
ii. The appointments will be subject to a vote by Registered and Partner members only, by using the red and green 

buttons on Zoom to indicate whether, For or Against. 
 

Election of the President – Mike Hill is prepared to continue in the position of President.  As a senior member, Mike’s 
support and advice to the Divisional Committee in general and to those developing and implementing our Education and 
Training programme in particular is greatly appreciated.  
Proposed by     Mary Wynn  
Seconded by    Peter Moore                        
Those present voted unanimously for Mike Hill to be re-elected as President. 
 
Chairman, Richard Bradfield invited Mike Hill to officiate over the election of Officers of the Association.  
 
Mike Hill thanked everyone for their vote of confidence for the next year. 
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Election of the Chairman – Richard Bradfield had been the only nominee for the Office of Chairman and was prepared to 
accept the nomination and therefore stood unopposed.  
Proposed by   Andrew Buchanan 
Seconded by   Karen Ford        
Those present voted unanimously for Richard Bradfield to be re-elected as Chairman. 
 
The following Officers were elected:- 
Hon. Secretary – Gill Simpson:   Proposed by Bob Maurer, Seconded by Simon Ford.    Voted in unanimously. 
Hon. Treasurer – Vince Gallo:  Proposed by Phil Elwell, Seconded by Peter Moore.   Voted in unanimously. 
Hon. Membership Secretary – Sue Hickson: Proposed by Mike Ainsworth, Seconded by Anna Slade.  Voted in 
unanimously. 
Election of Committee Members – as The Chairman had already noted, Andrew Cornwall was standing down from the 
committee.  All other committee members are prepared to put themselves forward for re-election.    In line with all 
Surrey Divisions, additional Committee Members may be appointed as considered necessary to service with the four 
Officer roles in forming a Divisional Committee up to 12 in total.  We are not immediately seeking a replacement for 
Andrew Cornwall at this time.  Should circumstances change during the year, additional members may be co-opted to the 
committee mid-year as required. 
 
Committee Members to be voted for en bloc – Simon Ford, Bob Maurer, Celia Perry and Jim Wynn.    
Proposed by Mike Ainsworth, Seconded by Peter Moore 

 All officers and committee members were voted in unanimously by the members present. 
 

9. Nomination of Trustee of Surrey Beekeepers Association  
Reigate Beekeepers are required to nominate a person to stand for election as a Trustee of the Surrey Beekeepers 
Association at its AGM in December.  It is customary in RBKA for the current Chairman to be nominated.  Richard 
Bradfield is prepared to continue to hold this role and to have his name put forward to the SBKA Council next month. 
Trustee to Surrey BKA - Richard Bradfield:  
Proposed by Richard Ramsden, Seconded by Andrew Buchanan 
This appointment was voted for unanimously by the members present.  

 

10. Appointment of Divisional Representative to Surrey BKA 
Reigate Beekeepers are required to appoint a person as Divisional Representative to the SBKA Council.  The 
representative’s duties include attending SBKA Council meetings, reporting to the Council on activities of the Division and 
informing the Divisional Committee of any relevant business conducted at Council meetings.  Jim Wynn has successfully 
held this role for the past year and has agreed to continue in this role if re-appointed. 
Proposed by Phil Elwell, Seconded by Anna Slade 
This appointment was voted for unanimously by the members present. 

 

11. Nomination and Appointment of Independent Examiner of Accounts 
This post, formerly known as ‘Honorary Auditor’ was previously held by Mike Bensley.  Mike does not wish to continue in 
this role but a replacement examiner has not yet been found.  There is no urgency as the accounts next need to be 
examined prior to the 2022 AGM. 
VG explained that he knew Mike Bensley from another club and he agreed to act as Examiner for a number of years but 
now wishes to step down.  VG is therefore looking for someone to check his accounts and if anyone knows of anyone 
who would be willing to take on this role – only exclusions are RBKA members.  RB reiterated, if anyone knows of anyone 
with the relevant skills, please contact VG.  This only involves a few hours work on an annual basis. 
Proposed that the role of Independent Examiner of Accounts remains vacant until an appropriate person can be 
identified and co-opted. 
Proposed by Bob Maurer, Seconded by Karen Ford 
Carried unanimously by the members present.   

 

12. Questions from the Floor 
Anna Slade – is there a letter for the second lockdown as there was for the first, which gives evidence that a beekeeper is 
caring for their bees if challenged when out and about?  RB – this will be put on the members’ website for ease of access. 
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13. Presentation of  Exam Certificates and awards from the Honey Show 
CP – there are no examination results this year as all modules and practical assessments were cancelled due to Covid 19. 
Exam Committee is looking into ways of taking modules remotely for the future. 
CP read out names of the winners in each class and a photograph of the entry was shown on the screen: 

 
Class 1 – Two Jars of Light Honey – Trevor Keast 
Class 2 – Two Jars of Medium Honey – Gill Simpson 
Class 3 – Two Jars of Dark Honey – Vince Gallo 
Class 4 – Two Jars of Crystallised or Soft Set Honey – Trevor Keast 
Class 5 – Novices - One Jar of Clear Honey – Becki Gibbs 
Class 6 – Two containers of Cut Comb – Chris Peers 
Class 7 – Two Matching Beeswax Candles – Trevor Keast 
Class 8 – A Piece of Beeswax – Trevor Keast 
Class 9 – Three Matching Beeswax Blocks – Trevor Keast 
Class 10 – One Comb Suitable for Extraction – Vince Gallo 
Class 11 – Confection Made with Honey – Eva Dembinska 
Class 12 – A Honey Cake – Gill Barker 
Class 13 – A Preserve or Jelly Made with Honey – Eva Dembinska 
Class 14 – Six Honey Biscuits – Evan Dembinska 
Class 15 – A Group of Bee Products – Trevor Keast 
Class 16 – A Gift of Honey – Eva Dembinska 
Class 17 - Photograph, Beekeeping During Isolation – Karen Ford 
Class 18 – An Interesting Exhibit – Susan Hickson 
Class 19 – Four Jars of Honey as for Sale – Gill Simpson 
Class 20 and 21 – Dry or Sweet Mead – no first place awarded 
Class 22 – Two Matching Beeswax Wraps – Eva Dembinska 
Class 23 – Picture or Collage (Childs Class) – Erin Cox 
Class 24 – Photograph, Beekeeping During Isolation (Childs Class) - Erin Cox 
Class 25 – Decorated Cupcake (Childs Class) – Erin Cox 
 
Trophies had been presented to winners and photographs shown during the meeting: 
The Blue Ribbon Award – Best in Show- was presented to Trevor Keast 
Reigate Cup (Most Points in Show) – Trevor Keast 
Tanner Cup (Best in Classes 1/2 - Light or Medium Honey) – Trevor Keast 
W-J Cup (Class 4 - Soft Set/Crystallised Honey) – Trevor Keast 
Novice Skep – (Class 5 – One Jar Novice Honey) – Becky Gibbs 
JMB Cup (Class 6 - Cut Comb) – Chris Peers 
Bramshaw Cup (Class 10 - Comb for Extraction) – Vince Gallo 
Geoff Lewis Plate (Class 12 - Honey Cake) – Gill Barker 
Locket Bowl (Class 15 - A Group of Bee Products) – Trevor Keast 
Redhill Cup (Best in Classes 20/21 – Dry/Sweet Mead) – not awarded. 
 
There was a vote of thanks to Celia Perry for organising the honey show competition.  Celia asked if anyone has any ideas 
for classes in the honey show next year, please let her know.  RB the judges were very impressed with the way we 
managed to run the honey show in spite of covid 19 and hope it will encourage everyone to enter next year. 

 
 

14. Date of next AGM – Wednesday 3rd November 2021. 
 
 
 
 
  

____________________________________________________ 
Signed – Mike Hill, President 

 
 

____________________________________________________ 
Date 
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Notices: 
 
Jim Wynn – in normal years we would have a raffle at the AGM which typically raises a couple of hundred pounds.  As all charities 
are suffering during the pandemic, this year we have asked for donations to Bees Abroad via Just Giving page and through our 
members’ generosity this has now raised over £1900 which is truly amazing.  Many thanks to everyone who has donated – the 
page will still be open for donations until the next meeting so feel free to donate if you haven’t already had a chance. 
 
Bob Maurer – National Honey Show – over 4000 people registered for the virtual show and almost 3000 actually turned up.  
Delegates from 85 countries, which is incredible.  This was a totally new exercise which went extremely well considering uploads 
were coming from some remote corners of the world.  Only a few minor technical hitches.  If you registered, all talks and demos 
will be available for the next 6 months. 
 
Vince Gallo – tomorrow evening VG will be giving a lecture to Somerset Beekeepers as part of their lockdown programme.  The 
lecture is on the subject of his research.  If anyone would like access to the talk he can arrange log in details.  JW suggested VG 
might like to give the same talk to Reigate members sometime in the future!? 
 
Richard Bradfield – next winter meeting will be Wednesday 2nd December (first Wednesday of the month) with Adam Leitch giving 
a talk and a representative from Bees Abroad also present. 
 
 


