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This month
Welcome to our October newsletter. 

Many of us are looking forward to a trip to the National 
Honey show at Sandown Park (21-23 Oct). Note that 
tickets are advance sales only due to social distancing. I’m 
certainly looking forward to some fascinating lectures and 
a bit of  retail therapy. I also spotted a virtual streaming 
option which will definitely be a great addition.  If you feel 
able to volunteer some time over the show weekend, 
please contact Bill Fisher  
chiefsteward@honeyshow.co.uk

The time has come around again for Membership 
Renewals which become due from Oct 1st – look out for 
Renewal Request emails in your inbox and details on the 
website. Check out your junk email in case it gets filtered 
there.

Also a reminder of the wax wrap and queen trap workshop 
sessions scheduled for 30th October at the Henfold 
pavilion. Both will be great sessions. Vince is running the  
queen trapping workshop in response to interest in a 
natural integrated pest management approach advocated 
by the Westerham division speaker we met with on zoom 
last year.    

 

Finally, our AGM will be  hosted on 3 November. Watch 
out for more information shortly. 

   

Many club members gathered at the Surrey Oaks for 

our final summer evening club social event before we 

move on to our winter programme. Thank you for 

supporting the club during this unpredictable year.

Happy Beekeeping 

Sue Scates , BeeNews editor

mailto:chiefsteward@honeyshow.co.uk


RBKA online
RBKA crew WhatsApp chat covered many topics including 

a discussion around supercedure cells at this late stage 

and how to respond. Guidance from our master beekeeper 

Adam Leitch, was to leave well alone, ‘it’s the correct time 
of year for it (supercedure), queen is a couple of years old.

Keith Mackie put out a call for anyone wishing to link up to 

form a study group for BBKA Module 2. What a great idea 

to help maintain motivation and have a buddy to discuss the 

curriculum with. Many thanks to Kevin for uploading this 

lovely photo from a visit to the September Chelsea Flower 
show ( Aristaeus’ Apiary (Greek god of beekeeping) 

Vince, our quartermaster is once again offering to secure 

boxes of bakers fondant for club members. I did this last 

year and used it all up across 3 colonies. I’d also share a 

top tip from Colin Clements to cut the fondant up into 
smaller blocks (takeaway container size)  all in one go, wrap 

them up  and store them. Then they are ready to drop in to 

the hive as required. Whilst it’s a sticky job, you’re only 

doing it once.  Somewhat related is the debate on how long 

to feed fondant for. An interesting article in the Apiarist was 
flagged by Trevor Keast (‘winding down’ >) advocating only 

feeding in Autumn to avoid blocking all brood space - and 

the debate rolls on. 

Our amazing members came up trumps to run Reigate 

Beekeepers stalls at several local events both promoting 

the benefits of bees and an outlet for club honey and 

essential fund raising. A big thanks to those involved. 

Hello from  Sue Scates, BeeNews editor
Many of you will have been feeding your bees through 
September with sugar syrup. I used 25 litres of inverted 
sugar syrup for the first time. I’m onto my second 
container as my 3 honey harvested colonies are taking it 
down quickly. I’m also practising hefting the hives to get 
a feel for hive weight. Hornets have not been such a 
pest  for me this year, but wasps are still hanging 
around. Thornes disguised entrances have been a good 
addition to the armoury and as expected the bees are 
very smart instituting an orderly queuing system.

I have been surprised to see ghost bees still arriving at 
the hives from the Himalayan balsam so late in 
September but a recent trip to the lovely herbaceous 
borders at Polesden Lacey saw much late summer 
attention from bees as we enjoy these last warm days.

https://www.theapiarist.org/winding-down/


RBKA Education - Winter talks 

Welcome happy

Replacing our summer evenings at Henfold, we will 

transition to a monthly club night programme and I am sure 

you will agree that Jim and Colin have a fantastic line up 

planned.

On the first Wednesday of the month, from October through 
to March we will be holding talks via zoom at 7pm.  (The 

November meeting however is reserved for our AGM and 
will be held at our Henfold pavilion and will start at 7:30pm) 

The zoom information is the same for all of the talks.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83056112831

We will open up the talks to other Surrey divisions BUT we 

will be limited to 100 participants.

So join on time- first come first served!

The zoom sessions will open at 6:30pm.

Wednesday October 6th

Dr Joe Woodgate

Queen Mary University of London

Do drone congregation areas really exist?

What can radar tracking tell us about drone congregation 
areas?

Jim Wynn-Education Committee

Wednesday December 1st

Professor Jamie Ellis

University of Florida

What is killing our bees (and what can we do about it)?

Wednesday January 5th

Professor Patricia Wiltshire

Pollen and spores: their importance in criminal investigation

Wednesday, February 2nd

Dr Norman Carrek

University of Sussex

IPM and varroa control

Wednesday March 2nd 

Speaker TBC

Getting ready for the new season

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83056112831


Honey show updates  

Our RBKA virtual honey show will be held at the Henfold pavilion on Saturday, 

2nd October. Late entries are being accepted and details of classes are

 available on the RBKA members site and below. Please support the club with 

entries.

You and family members are most welcome to visit the show bench to

 view exhibits on Saturday afternoon between 1.30 pm and 4pm . Teas and 

coffees will be available in a marquee in front of the pavilion >                                

The Surrey Honey show report is not to be missed with the Vincent 

Challenge cup returning to Reigate BKA for the first time since 1978. 

Trevor Keast led the way ably supported by Richard Bradfield, Bob Maurer 
and our rookie Frank Miszler with an amazing 87 points secured between 

them bringing this important prize home. What a terrific effort and a stand 

out mention to  Trevor for his success across multiple classes and securing 

the NHS blue ribbon award, composite cup and the Ken Reed trophy. 

Well done Team Reigate !!!  >          

The National Honey Show is hosted at Sandown Park after Covid saw it

cancelled last year. It looks like a great event and with our own Vince

Gallo’s lecture  entitled, ‘ How to build honey comb - a bricklayer’s perspective 

on Thursday at 16:30, it’s definitely not to be missed. 

Booking and registration details are here  > 

Vince’s lecture details are here  > 

  

https://rbkbblog.com/2021/09/24/rbka-2021-honey-show-late-entries-being-accepted/
https://rbkbblog.com/2021/09/24/rbka-2021-honey-show-late-entries-being-accepted/
https://rbkbblog.com/2021/09/15/surrey-honey-show-report-show-results/
 https://rbkbblog.com/2021/08/22/90th-national-honey-show-2021/
https://www.honeyshow.co.uk/lecture-convention.php
https://www.honeyshow.co.uk/lecture-convention.php


HobeOn Saturday 4th September morning, fifteen enthusiastic 

volunteers gathered to learn about extracting and bottling 

honey.  Organised by Karen and Becki, the morning and 

afternoon sessions gave everyone a chance to uncap, load 

the extractor, sieve the honey into buckets and bottle some 

Henfold honey.  Two things were different this year: we had to 

keep the numbers in the pavilion down and, after a terrible 

beekeeping year with awful weather and poor queen mating, 

we had very little honey.  

Thank you to everyone who helped, including a small group 

who helped set up on Friday so Saturday wasn’t too long a 

day, and special thanks to everyone who mentored on the 

day.  

Using a refractometer to check the water content of the honey, 

almost immediately we realised that more honey than usual 
had a water content of over 20% - making the honey more 

likely to ferment.  This included some of the capped honey – 

something we had never experienced before but is a hot topic 

of conversation between beekeepers this year.   This meant 

that an awful lot of honey testing took place.

As we had less honey than usual, we decided to run a bottling 
demonstration and everyone got to bottle a ¼ lb jar to take 

home with them. The Henfold honey was particularly tasty this 
year; it had a very light fruity flavour which we think may come 

from the blackberries in the surrounding hedgerows. 

We will have a better idea of what the bees have been foraging 

on when the National Honey Monitoring Scheme return their 
findings on the honey samples we have sent off – probably by 

next Spring when all beekeepers who have joined the scheme 

have returned their honey for analysis. 

.In the Spring we joined the NHMS and agreed to send off 

three test tubes of honey samples taken direct from the 
frames of one of our hives (Hive 8).  NHMS will filter the 

pollen, look for pesticide residue and extract the DNA for 

their archive.  We will be told the sugar and water results 

and get a report on what the bees have foraging on.  The 

scheme is run by the UK Centre for Ecology and Hydrology 

and is a large-scale study of environmental change.  

 Let us hope that it is a better year for the bees next year!

Karen Ford , Henfold Apiary manager

Honey harvest at Henfold 



What’s flowering in October

Welcome happy

As the days are as long as the nights are short there is a sense of autumn in the air. Fear not as there is still 

plenty of forage to be had within the garden, a time for the bees to stock up on the ivy and tend to some of the 

herbaceous perennials.

This  year September brought with it a change in the RHS diary, Chelsea flower show had been postponed until 

September from its usual May date.

Highlights in the garden this month include:

Aster (symphyotrichum) -

Rudbekia – cone flower

Vernonia crinata ‘Mammuth’ (pictured) like a giant aster as been a 

bee magnet in my garden

Verbena bonariensis 

Foeniculum vulgare - Bronze Fennel 

Passiflora – passionflower

Salvia’s – extending the season with some of the more exotic 

varieties

Hedera – Ivy, one we are all familiar with

Fuchsia – extending the season with its exotic looking flowers

Heptacodium miconioides – seven-son flower, has been the star of 

Chelsea this year

.

Mark Tuson , Team Leader at RHS Wisley Gardens



Pictures of the month

Welcome happy

As always, there were lots of fab  photos posted this month on the WhatsApp group.For those keen photographers 

among you , a reminder  of the various  photography classes in the Surrey, Reigate and National Honey shows. With 

so many great photos out there , please do think about entering in one of these classes.

Credit : Alex Clayden 

Always a welcome sight on 

inspection! 

Credit : Diane
a rose Gall wasp ( nest)….They 
are quite amazing 

Credit : Hey

Credit : Peter Jones 
Now these are bee hives :) on display at 
Chelsea Flower Show 

Credit : Jo 
Advice please one of my hives I think have created 
supercedure cells, this hive is double brood with the 
frame with one capped and one open QC im middle of 
bottom box and the single QC in top box. Queen is a 
2019 the box, there are 7 frames of brood of which 3 
frames have eggs. There are arches of honey on most 
brood frames, but lighter or empty on outer frames. 
Last week I was still spotting drones around the hives, 
not today ����♀️��  advice from 
 Master beekeeper Adam was leave it - supercedure   



In the news

BBC’s new reality TV series ‘ Show Me the 
Honey!,’
a seven part series featuring five children and their families 

given weekly challenges to create the best hive and the 

tastiest honey. 

 The show will be presented by BAFTA award winning 

presenter and self proclaimed bee enthusiast, Maddie Moate 

and beekeeping expert, Curtis Thompson. The show also 

includes informative background features including Vince’s 
research team at Queen Mary’s. Will be interesting to see if 

this sparks ever more interest in our taster days for 2022. 

The first episode aired on 29 September at 5.30 pm on 

CBBC. One to watch on catch-up > 

French beekeepers stung by honey harvest 
calamity

Several articles have reported the poor harvest this year 

experienced by the 70,000 beekeepers in France. There are 

calls for a ‘ beekeeping calamity’ to be declared allowing for 

tax refunds and subsidies to offset lost revenues. Many 

articles available >

New Zealand and Australia are again disputing — 

rights to the name Manuka . Given its highly lucrative status this 
comes as no surprise. NZ’s Intellectual property office accepted 

an application to trademark the honey in 2015. Australia has 

lodged its objections and this is due to play out in court. 

Perhaps more interesting is the honey’s treasured association 

to the Maori tribes. Read  more here >

https://www.bbc.com/mediacentre/proginfo/2021/39/show-me-the-honey/
https://www.bbc.com/mediacentre/proginfo/2021/39/show-me-the-honey/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/french-beekeepers-stung-by-honey-harvest-calamity-lvt7mpvd0
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/french-beekeepers-stung-by-honey-harvest-calamity-lvt7mpvd0
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/sep/04/new-zealand-and-australia-prepare-to-do-battle-again-over-treasured-and-lucrative-manuka-honey
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/sep/04/new-zealand-and-australia-prepare-to-do-battle-again-over-treasured-and-lucrative-manuka-honey


Club News

Follow us on Instagram @Reigatebeekeepers

Tag us in your beekeeping photos, or send them through to the 

team to load onto the RBKA Instagram account

Club checklist

Subscribe to the 

website here >

Join the club 

WhatsApp here >

Follow the club 

Facebook here>

Follow the club on 

Instagram here>

Keep busy

Browse previous articles from 

BeeCraft and BBKA News 

catalogued by Mary Wynn here>

Catch up on all previous lectures 

from the National Honey Show on

YouTube here>

We will be transitioning to winter meetings on Wednesdays from October to 
March, as detailed on the RBKA Education page. I think you’ll agree that 
Jim has pulled together  a fantastic line up for us all. 

Please do consider entering your honey, wax, biscuits, cakes, photographs 
in one of the 25 classes we have planned at the RBKA honey show on 2 
October . It will be great to see a good turnout and make it a blue ribbon 
event. 

The AGM on 3 Nov 2021 is a date for your diary  along with the 16th 
October workshops for  bees wax wraps led by Sue Hickson and Gill 
Simpson, and the How to build a Queen trap workshop  led by Vince Gallo 

on the same day

Thank you to the several members who managed stalls at local events in 
September including All Saints Merstham, Leigh Apple pressing day and 
Leigh Flower show. 

  

https://rbkbblog.com/
https://rbkbblog.com/?s=whats+app
https://rbkbblog.com/membership/members-forum/
https://www.instagram.com/reigatebeekeepers
https://rbkbblog.com/?s=beecraft
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiOtIebcpY0Zqqma0H5wLYQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiOtIebcpY0Zqqma0H5wLYQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiOtIebcpY0Zqqma0H5wLYQ

