
 

 

RBKA AGM 2021 – Honorary Secretary Report 
 

I can’t believe that it’s a year since we were planning for the 2020 AGM and here we are at 
the end of 2021.  It’s been another very odd year but we are learning how to get on with 
things in spite of COVID, with the reassurance of vaccines and tests.  As a result, with a few 
adjustments, we have delivered near normal activities this year. 
 
The ‘Introduction to Beekeeping’ theory course, scheduled for January, looked like being an 
early casualty as lockdowns came and went but our tutor, David Rudland, agreed to run the 
course over zoom and most of the students were happy with this arrangement.  This proved 
such a success, we have arranged the 2022 course to be run over zoom but this time with an 
initial meet-up at Henfold to meet face to face first. 
 
It was sad that we were unable to open up the training apiary to the beginners from the 2020 
or 2021 beginner courses until the end of the summer so the practical offering was not what 
we had hoped.  To enable our beginners from the two theory courses to at least have some 
sight of the inside of a bee hive, we arranged two half-day practical sessions for these two 
cohorts.  Some beginners also responded to Karen’s offer for them to visit Henfold to assist 
in the new ‘Ambrose’ equipment roll-out.  The offer of mentoring for beginner beekeepers by 
more experienced beekeepers continued this year and I know this has been a great help to 
some new members. 
 
The Taster Day went ahead with limited numbers and neatly avoiding lockdowns.  The day 
was very successful and thanks must go to the members who gave up their time on the 
hottest day of the year to make it such a success. 
 
Last year we had planned to hold a workshop, offering both wax wrap making and queen trap 
making all on the same day.  Unfortunately, these had to be cancelled due to the pandemic 
and videos were made instead for showing during winter meetings.  Well we’re trying again 
and I’m hoping both workshops were delivered last weekend, fingers crossed! 
 
Apart from helping to organise these courses, I have been fielding the usual variety of 
enquiries from the public and from members.  Quite often I find myself trying to persuade 
people not to get bees in their lovely new hives until they at least have a little training under 
their belt.  Sadly, I’m not always successful! 
 
For a few years I had been considering resigning as Secretary of RBKA as I felt I had hogged 
the position for too long.  I finally broke the news to Richard during the summer, hoping that 
would be sufficient time to find a replacement before the AGM in November.  I’m really 
looking forward to attending a committee meeting where I don’t have to take the minutes! 
 
That has brought us up to date.  I’ve thoroughly enjoyed being Secretary of RBKA for the last 
10 years, I’ve learned a lot and I’ve seen a lot changes on the committee, including three 
chairmen.  It’s amazing to see lots of members volunteering their time and working hard to 
make RBKA the great division it is, maintaining the excellent standards set over previous 
years. 
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