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As with everything else, over the last year, we have had to improvise our education offering and we 

very much hope that things will be back to something resembling normal in 2022. 

In the Autumn of 2020 we started to build a new approach to how our members wishing to take the 

Basic assessment were supported.  Colin Clement and I reviewed the curriculum and built a weekly 

schedule that included support materials and guidance.  We shared the ideas with various members, 

from experienced members through to absolute beginners and ran 14 consecutive zoom sessions on 

Mondays in the run up to the assessment.  The results were fantastic with 2 passes, 8 credits and 5 

distinctions.  Due to Covid rules we could not open up Henfold to all members until the summer, but 

we were able to support the Basic group across 6 of our colonies and I’d like to thank all of the tutors 

that gave their time for the Basic candidates. 

One of our members also passed the Honey Bee Health exam and another took and passed two 

BBKA modules-and is well on the way to becoming a Master Beekeeper. 

We also updated the Reigate way and hope all members refer to it via the education pages on our 

website. 

We did attempt, last Spring, to broadcast live inspections.  A team of 7 people tried their best and 

we hope the Covid situation will mean we don’t have to do that again!  But our thanks go out to all 

the people involved- it was a valiant effort. 

Many of our members mentored others away from Henfold and this did provide much needed 

support, especially for those absolute beginners that had just attended the virtual winter course. 

Whilst we all love to meet face-to-face we have still run talks over zoom as that way, we have been 

able to include speakers from far away, including Prof. Jamie Ellis and Celia Davis, for example.  It 

also enabled us to open-up the talks to other Surrey members who have reciprocated with their own 

sessions. 
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