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This month
Welcome to the September newsletter. Many of you will 
have completed your honey harvest and no doubt there 
will be much talk about actual crop levels after such a 
challenging season for bees and beekeepers alike.  Now 
we need to begin our winter preparations and our 
strategies for feed and plans to unite weaker colonies. 
I always find the monthly ‘Apiary tasks’ on the members 
site to be a very useful reminder> 
Top tip from Keith Mackie on storing supers is to top and 
tail a stack of cleaned supers with a Maisemore feeder (or 
similar) to stop mice or other pests finding a route in when 

stacked in the shed.

If you need inverted sugar syrup supplies for your bees 
remember to order from the Quartermaster stores at 

Henfold pavilion at our Wednesday club night. 

We’re planning to host a bee health clinic at Henfold on 

September 8th, look out  for more info. And with autumn 

approaching it’s time to get your entries ready for the end 

of season honey shows. Details follow on page 5 

In case you missed it, a great idea was offered by Jo 

Cambra on our RBKA crew WhatsApp site this month was 

to use rhubarb leaves rather than newspaper, to unite two 
colonies. A further interesting fact offered by Mary Wynn; 

rhubarb leaves contain a high concentration of oxalic acid 

so it’s a win-win. I for one will be planting some rhubarb for 

next year.

It will be great to see many of you at the Surrey Oaks  

after our final ‘ Smokers out’ summer meeting at 

Henfold on 29 September. Watch out for more 

information shortly . 

 

Happy Beekeeping 

Sue Scates , BeeNews editor 

https://rbkbblog.com/category/apiary-tasks/
https://rbkbblog.com/category/apiary-tasks/
https://rbkbblog.com/category/apiary-tasks/


RBKA online
RBKA crew WhatsApp chat has been a smorgasbord of 

interesting topics. Varroa counts, worrying research into the 

increased impact of agri-chemicals on bee mortality, 

opportunities for younger members to join a casting call for 

Rowse honey commercial and continuing reports of late 

swarms amongst the many chats. As always great advice 

from members to benefit us all. If you aren’t on the RBKA 

crew WhatsApp please use the link on our club page if you 

would like to join in the conversation >

Thanks to Vince Gallo for sharing a link to his recent 

academic paper, ‘Stigmergy versus Behavioural flexibility 
and planning in honey comb construction’(PNAS.org). 

Fascinating article available to read here and this illustration 

highlights the magnificent structures explored >  

Some great content on Varroa counts and the NBU newly 

reportable status effective 21 April 2021 >. Trevor Keast’s 

response to a question about the relationship of numbers of 

drones in the hive and varroa mites was very helpful. He 

commented,‘Varroa can live and breed on worker bees just 
fine so a hive with zero drones can still have a huge varroa 

problem. Varroa prefer drone cells to reproduce in because 
they take longer to emerge than workers ( 24 days). Female 

varroa mites can only lay one egg every 24 hours so the 

longer the cell is capped the more babies she can produce. 

They can still reproduce in worker cells, it’s just that the 

average mite birthing rate per cell will be lower.’ 

Hello from  Sue Scates, BeeNews editor
Great to be able to spend time at Henfold over August 

and learn so much from fellow beekeepers. Late in 

August saw my honey harvest  from 3 of my 4 colonies. 

Those 3 hives were my original Paynes queen and two 

home grown princesses. My 2020 swarm has built up to 

double brood but no honey supers. I hope they’re saving 

themselves for a bumper year in 2022! Keeping wasps 

and hornets out of my hives  continues to be a challenge 

and I have found the combination of veto-pharma lures 

and Thornes wasp guard restricted entrances my best 
defence so far (DIY versions using PVC trunking / hose 

pipe shared on WhatsApp courtesy of Adam L and Keith 
M). 

 

https://www.pnas.org/content/118/33/e2111310118
https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/public/BeeDiseases/report-varroa.cfm


RBKA Education News

Welcome happy

Winter talks 

On the first Wednesday of the month, from October through 

to March we will be holding talks via zoom.  The November 

meeting however is reserved for our AGM.

The zoom details will be the same for each meeting and are 

available here > 

We have a number of interesting people lined up, dates tbc:

Dr Joe Woodgate

Queen Mary University of London

Tracking Drones

Professor Jamie Ellis

University of Florida

Form and function of honey bees

Norman Carrek

University of Sussex

IPM and varroa control

Professor Patricia Wiltshire

Pollen and spores: their importance in criminal investigation

    

 

.

 Basic Assessments

A total of fifteen people took the Basic Assessment this 

year and the results were outstanding with 5 people 

getting a distinction (scoring 90% or more), 8 achieving a 

credit (75% or more) and 2 achieving a pass. We would 

like to thank the tutors that helped our cohort for over 14 

weeks. One of the assessors did comment that the 

candidates had been extremely well prepared.  So a big 

shout out to Jim Cooper, Laura Wilbraham, Adam Leitch, 

Vince Gallo, Mike Ainsworth and Colin Clement.

Jim Wynn-Education Committee

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83056112831
mailto:jimwynn333@hotmail.com


There are lots of opportunities to show everyone the results of 

your bees and your own hard work in 2021.

As a warm up we are fortunate to be hosting  the Surrey Honey 

Show on the 10/11th  September at Henfold apiary. The 

deadline for show entry registrations in the 2nd September > 

Our own members RBKA Honey Show is scheduled for the 

1st/2nd October at Henfold. The deadline for show entry 

registrations is 23rd  September and details are available here >

And the National Honey Show will be returning to Sandown 

Park from 21 - 23rd October. There is a fantastic schedule of 

lectures, workshops and exhibition stands along with a terrific 

trade show to stock up on all things bees.  We’re excited to see 
our very own  Vince Gallo presenting one of the “fantastic 

programme of lectures”. The deadline for (most) show class 

entries is 4th October >

Local village shows present an opportunity for ANY members

with  surplus honey they would like to sell at one of the 

remaining  3 public fairs that RBKA are attending during 

September, or who can help at our stall at those events to 

contact the respective stall managers listed on the members 

site below. There is a particularly urgent need for two to three 

volunteers to help with the Leigh Flower show event on the 11th 

September. 

All show details can be found here > 

.

It’s  Showtime !  
 

https://rbkbblog.com/2021/08/17/surrey-honey-show-sat-11th-sept-2021/
https://rbkbblog.com/2021/08/17/surrey-honey-show-sat-11th-sept-2021/
 https://rbkbblog.com/2021/07/20/2021-virtual-honey-show-on-line-registration-open/
 https://rbkbblog.com/2021/07/20/2021-virtual-honey-show-on-line-registration-open/
https://rbkbblog.com/2021/08/22/90th-national-honey-show-2021/
https://rbkbblog.com/2021/08/22/90th-national-honey-show-2021/
https://rbkbblog.com/shows-fetes/ 


We are all very appreciative of all that RBKA offers to us as 

 members and the efforts made by those who give off their time 

to achieve such a rich array of events. 

Now is your opportunity to get involved with the creation of a 

new roles and new appointments as the current incumbents 

step down after several years of service to the club.

Each of the roles have a formal job description and a one liner 

of the primary duties are below with a link for more info here >

• RBKA membership secretary role - lead point of contact for 

all things membership and one of the four divisional roles 
forming the committee for RBKA (plus  further members as 

needed)

• RBKA Honorary Secretary role - focal point for the club for 

members of the public and providing administrative support 

for the committee as one of the four divisional roles forming 
the committee for RBKA ( plus further members as needed)

• RBKA Taster days and Winter course co-ordinator - Not 

necessarily requiring the holder to be member of the RBKA 

committee, the role has previously been carried out by the 

Honorary secretary. Given the continued public interest in 

these sessions, we are now seeking a dedicated member to 

assume the role, reporting to the Committee as required via 

the Honorary Secretary and /or the Education Coordinator.

    If you are interested in hearing more about any of these 

roles check out the link here  > or reach out directly to 

    richard.d.bradfield@btinternet.com   

Your club needs you 

https://rbkbblog.com/?p=36650
https://rbkbblog.com/?p=36650
https://rbkbblog.com/?p=36650
http://rbkbblog.com/?p=36083


What’s flowering in September 

Welcome happy

This month we take a walk through an area of Wisley that will always have a place in my heart, the first area I 

redesigned and planted, The Heather landscape, containing the National collection of Heathers.
This month the summer flowering Heathers really come into their own as an amazing pollinator plant. The ethos of 

the area is ‘plants for pollinators’ so consideration is taken when adding new plants, how will it support wildlife, 
pollinators and habitat? 

It’s not just Heathers that are seen within the landscape but this year we have decided to plant an annual 

collection of ‘everlasting flowers’ these consist of:

Limonium, annual and perennials 

- Helechrisum, straw flower (pictured)

- Hebe, now veronacastrum 

- Sedums, some of the early flowering varieties
 
- Artichokes, left to flower rather than cut before and eaten 

- Yucca, with their large bell shaped flowers on large spikes

- Achillia, yarrow is planted through the meadow areas

- Knautia, a lesser known perennial

- Gypsophillia, although small this is beneficial for mining bees

- Armeria, usually seen on the coast but also thrive in our Sandy soils    . 

 

Mark Tuson , Team Leader at RHS Wisley Gardens

It’s been lovely to bump into some of our Reigate members while in the 

garden, I’m usually found towards the bee hives and would love to say 

hello.



Pictures of the month

Welcome happy

As always, there were lots of fab  photos posted this month on the WhatsApp group.For those keen photographers 

among you , a reminder  of the various  photography classes in the Surrey, Reigate and National Honey shows. With 

so many great photos out there , please do think about entering in one of these classes.  

Credit : Trevor Keast 

It’s honey extraction day for us 

today !

Credit : Sue Scates 

Elephant Hawk moth caterpillar 

- looks very fierce but quite 

harmless >

Credit : Jo Cambra

Using rhubarb leaves instead of 
newspaper

Credit : Hey

Credit : Gill 
Hives on top of the North Pennines. All I 
could think was the amount of work it takes 
to get those colonies up there just for the 
honey 

Credit: Adam Leitch 

Photos of Mickleham as our main teaching 

apiary, packed in like sardines.   



In the news

BBC Radio 2’s Big Bee challenge saw some    
 creative ideas  and with a 10 year old winner, Izabella from Hampshire, 

Adam Frost, Dr Bee (aka biologist Professor Dave Goulson), Ella 

Henderson, Blue Peter’s Richie Driss and Christina Harrison (Director 

for the Children’s Care Group). said of Izabella’s design, “the design is 

brilliant, it’s got everything a bee could dream of - meadow areas, wild 

flowers, all sorts of bee-friendly flowers, it’s got flowering trees and a 

little veggie patch. One of the lovely touches in there is the sedum 

green roof on the potting shed.” Some great ideas for all of us as we 

make plans for 2022 >

Israeli start-up creates Robotic beehives 
A fascinating article from the India Times highlighted by Peter Jones, 

about creating an ‘artificial beehive to facilitate stable bee colonies 

under ideal conditions. The next-gen hive (24 colonies)  which 

constitutes multiple layers of honeycombs can house up to 2 million 

bees’. Read more here about new ideas to help dwindling bee colonies 

> 

Asian hornet nest found in bird box  -highlighted by Jim,  

another reminder of this very real threat . This time a nest was found in 

Guernsey and we must all remain vigilant in September when the 

workers and queens will be found on ivy and rotting fruit >

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/3jrh4RVMsLNxBRrWggMDYmv/the-big-bee-challenge-live-finale-see-brilliant-photos-of-the-winning-garden
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/3jrh4RVMsLNxBRrWggMDYmv/the-big-bee-challenge-live-finale-see-brilliant-photos-of-the-winning-garden
https://www.indiatimes.com/technology/news/israeli-start-up-creates-robotic-beehives-to-support-dwindling-bee-colonies-546932.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cw94ekz3exyo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cw94ekz3exyo


 Club News   

Follow us on Instagram @Reigatebeekeepers

Tag us in your beekeeping photos, or send them through to the 

team to load onto the RBKA Instagram account

Club checklist

Subscribe to the 

website here >

Join the club 

WhatsApp here >

Follow the club 

Facebook here>

Follow the club on 

Instagram here>

Keep busy

Browse previous articles from 

BeeCraft and BBKA News 

catalogued by Mary Wynn here>

Catch up on all previous lectures 

from the National Honey Show on

YouTube here>

Lots of you have been out and about in recent weeks.  A few of us have 
visited Wakehurst place ( Kew’s country cousin). It’s great to see their focus 

on bees and bee products and the apiary near the wonderful Japanese 

garden. Here they are below  showing several types of hive in action. 

RBKA extraction day on 4 September at Henfold is fully subscribed by those 

wishing to learn/experience all things you need to know about extracting 

honey. I can personally attest that it is a very useful learning event where 

you are fully supported and will definitely avoid rookie errors when the time 

comes to do your own harvest. A massive thank you to Karen Ford and her 

team of helpers for running this important event. 

Another fun day being planned by Gill Simpson and Sue Hickson is a 

workshop on bees wax wraps. Fast becoming appreciated as a very 
effective eco-alternative to cling film. A Queen trap workshop may also be 

available at Henfold that day so pencil in a provisional date of 16 October. 

As we close out the summer evening meetings on 29 September when we 

head to the Surrey Oaks after ‘Smokers Out’. Format and cost not set yet 

but expressions of interest  are being sought to gauge numbers. 

  

https://rbkbblog.com/
https://rbkbblog.com/?s=whats+app
https://rbkbblog.com/membership/members-forum/
https://www.instagram.com/reigatebeekeepers
https://rbkbblog.com/?s=beecraft
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiOtIebcpY0Zqqma0H5wLYQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiOtIebcpY0Zqqma0H5wLYQ

