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This month
Welcome to our June newsletter following another 
challenging month for our bees with so much wet weather 
and cool days and a starvation alert issued by the 
seasonal bee inspector.

In June we  are delighted to be able to welcome back in a 

highly controlled way our basic assessment students as a 

priority along with invited members and mentors, to the 

training apiary. Details of our current plans are here>

Much interest has been expressed in pesticide free varroa 

control and a focus on Varroa sensitive hygiene as a bee 

trait to build. I’m sure more will follow.  A good segway to 

remind us to add a varroa board to monitor hive health. 

The NBU calculator on BeeBase is a useful tool to help 

here >

Our swarm collection team  are receiving many calls so as 

a reminder if you would like a swarm please register  on 

the members site and provide a swarm collection box to 

your nearest swarm collector >

Interest in the club virtual auction is well underway  with 
some 50+ lots already posted. Look out for the many useful 

items on offer including frame feeders, a straw skep and a 
strimmer to tackle the grass  in your apiary. Find the link 
here>

Happy Beekeeping 

Sue Scates , BeeNews editor

https://rbkbblog.com/2021/05/24/summer-season-programme-2021-schedule-update/#more-35483
https://nationalbeeunit.com/public/BeeDiseases/varroaCalculator.cfm
https://rbkbblog.com/2021/03/07/swarm-request-registration/
https://rbkbblog.com/category/rbka-virtual-auction/
https://rbkbblog.com/category/rbka-virtual-auction/


RBKA online
With some relaxation of lockdown rules we have been able 

to hold some  hybrid Wednesday meetings with our basic 

assessment members and mentors at Henfold and many 

other on Zoom. We will continue with this format until 23 

June when we will know if lockdown has been lifted. More 

will be shared as we learn more about the impact of the 

Indian variant.

Swarming has been the major topic of conversation this 

month with many tricky swarms including those located 5m 

up a tree, stubborn bees refusing to budge event though it 

was cold and wet. Suggestions for out of reach bees 

included bait hives at garage roof level or  camping poles 

and a bucket attached. I noted some wise words reminding 

us all not to let the desire to rescue your bees cloud your 

judgement and tempt you to take unnecessary risks.  

We heard from Bob Maurer that the National Bee Show will 

be running in October at Sandown Park. I for one am 

delighted and will be heading there with a shopping list and 

to marvel at the winning entries.  There are other events 

coming up and I noticed an advert for the first festival of 

Bees across three sites on 24-31 July in Kent, Bath and 

York. The Kent event is 24-25 July at the Detling 

Showground>

A couple more dates for the diary are two lectures hosted 

by Guildford BKA. Celia Davis will present two sessions 

entitled ‘Mr Bee’ and ‘Silent Messages’ on 17 June and 22 

July respectively. The invitation link is here and based on 

previous lectures by Celia these are not to to be missed >  

Hello from  Sue Scates, BeeNews editor
May saw continued poor weather in the South East and a  

lack of princess progress in two of my three hives. I am 

on heightened alert as with many of the RBKA whats app 

crew to prevent swarming in my parent colony. I have 

undertaken an artificial swarm on my largest colony and 
the bees did their job in creating numerous QC’s. I’ve 

removed all but one (fingers crossed) to avoid a caste 

emerging. Photo credit to Keith Mackie typifying our May 

weather pattern.For those with OSR coming in to your 

hives, watch out for the yellow flowers fading as your 

trigger to extract . 

https://festival-of-bees.com/
https://festival-of-bees.com/
https://rbkbblog.com/2021/05/24/weve-been-invited-to-two-zoom-talks-17th-june-22nd-july/


RBKA Education News

Welcome happy

The Basic Assessment Study Group is now into its 9th week 

and the mock assessment on the 19th of June is now just 

round the corner.  We have 15 people, a record number,  

taking the Basic Assessment this year and to pass they have 

to achieve 50% pass marks in each of the 4 sections of the 

syllabus.  If they achieve 75%, they will receive a Merit and 

this year a new level is introduced to those achieving a 

distinction if they score 90% or more. There is now pressure 

on our candidates as RBKA has never had a failure!   

We hope to return to normal at Henfold on June 23rd but 

there are ominous messages coming from the Government 

about delaying the June 21st back to normal date- so we will 

have to wait and see.

My email is jimwynn333@hotmail.com> 

.

Jim Wynn-Education Committee

mailto:jimwynn333@hotmail.com


Throughout April and into May, a quiet revolution has been 

taking place at our Henfold apiary.

Under the direction of, as well as the direct hands of, 

Henfold Apiary Manager Karen Ford and our Apiaries 
Coordinator Simon Ford; all the old long served hive 

equipment has finally been replaced with brand new. The 

new equipment included all Hive and Nuc components as 

well as Inspection and Servicing tools that had been 

purchased and delivered back in March 2020, thanks to a 

tremendous anonymously given donation to RBKA for the 

purpose. The donor being thereafter referred to as St 

Ambrose, the patron Saint of beekeepers.

The replacement exercise gradually progressed around 

the ‘circle’ of 12 hive stations, each with its pair of hive 

plinths. New hive components were first ‘branded’ RBKA, 

before existing colonies were rehoused from their old into 

new boxes with fresh frames of foundation where 

practical. As necessary, splits into new Nucs were also 

undertaken, in response to any swarm preparations found.

As the circle was eventually closed, 10 colonies in 

National and 2 in WBC hives were finally standing 

handsomely, 10 of which also had occupied Nuc’s 

standing, equally handsomely, alongside.

 
Thanks are due from ALL members to Karen & Simon, for 

their time, devotion and care throughout the process. As 

well as, of course, to our benefactor, ’St Ambrose’. 

Thanks are also due to a willing band of volunteering 

members, including many very new, who under Karen’s 
guidance, provided the necessary working parties (of 6 at 

a time) that were required have the apiary AND hives 

Full circle with  St Ambrose
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At short notice, and well supported by nine Reigate 

members, two sessions of 1st Aid training for the   Level 3 
Award in Emergency First Aid at Work (RQF) were 

conducted in the Henfold pavilion during May.  

As well as our own division’s need to ensure we could rely 

upon good First Aid cover during our weekly apiary 

meetings, Guildford, Croydon, Kingston and Wimbledon 

division were also keen to add to their own First Aid 

resources. Each of the two full day sessions were 

attended by 12 Surrey Beekeepers, with the training being 

provided by the ‘Onsite First Aid Training Company’ a part 

of the Training At Work Group. 

 

Prompted by the invitation to our own membership to enrol 

on the 1st Aid Course, an enquiry was received by a 

member asking if RBKA has a defibrillator in the pavilion 
at Henfold; and if not, offering to contribute to the cost of 

providing one.  It was explained this had been considered 

in the quite recent past. However, the remote apiary 

location and inaccessibility to the general public ruled out 

our being able to apply for a publicly available defibrillator 
(PAD), and the full purchase and maintenance cost of a 

unit had been considered difficult to justify.

 

To my immense surprise, I subsequently received 

notification from the member, who wishes to remain 
anonymous, that a donation of £3000 had been deposited 

in RBKA’s bank account, for the express and sole purpose 

of purchasing, installing and maintaining a defibrillator in 

the pavilion.

First aiders aided
Those arrangements are now in hand. And since the 

training course in May we already now also have a new 

compliment First Aiders, all freshly practised in the 

application and use of a defibrillator.

I am sure you will join me in expressions of gratitude to our 

donor, with truly heartfelt thanks

Richard Bradfield 



In Memory of Audrey Gill  1934 – 2020
 
A long time and highly respected Honorary Member of 
RBKA and SBKA, Audrey’s membership and distinguished 
roles spanned four decades.
Many past and present members will have started their 
beekeeping experience on Audrey’s beginner WBC hive 
and benefited from being taught by her in her very gentle, 
patient and reassuring manner.  
 
This poem, written and submitted by John Gill, echoes the 
passion that Audrey had for passing on her own love and 
delight in keeping bees to others.  
 

Walk softly stranger, I beg of you, I wish you no ill.
Remember whose footsteps you follow 
As you strive from hive to hive 
With hard earned skill your task to complete.
And when complete 
Walk softly stranger I say again, I wish you no ill.
But look around at ashes spread like snow on Winter’s ground.
Remember your mentor 
And say a prayer for Audrey Gill. … Amen

In memory of Audrey Gill 1934 -  2020



What’s flowering in June 

Welcome happy

This year seems to be a little behind from last year, 2-3 weeks with some plants, so as you can imagine there is a 

knock-on effect for the bees and what forage is available. 

Today a short walk along the gravel boarders alongside the walled garden within the formal areas of Wisley, this 

was not my intended go to for this month, but as I walked past it, it was all in flower and a hive of activity.

Containing plants suited to full sun and free draining, the area is slightly raised meaning that the roots don’t tend 

to sit wet over the winter months. The planting included the following:

Flowering honeywort    

Toothbrush  plant Grevillea spp

Myrtle spurge    

King’s spear (pictured) Asphodeline lutea 

 Fleabane daisies 

Cussick’s camas Camassia cusickiis

Tree peony 

Sea Kale

Ceanothus spp. 

 

Mark Tuson , Team Leader at RHS Wisley Gardens

Cerinthe major ‘Purpurascens’

Erigeron  ‘Blue beauty’

Paeonia spp

Crambe maritima 

Californian Lilac

Wisteria 
Wisteria spp

Euphorbia myrsinites



Pictures of the month

Welcome happy

We had lots of wonderful photos posted this month on the Whats App group . I’m featuring a selection here and if 

you’d like to share any bee photos please post them on the RBKA crew Whats App. Thanks to all the contributors

Credit : Alex Clayden ‘caught 

this little lady fanning and 

making wax at the same time. 

Clearly she forgot what she was 

doing’

Credit:Peter Stevens ‘After 3 

days, what more can persuade 
these dozy bees there’ll be 

better off in the warm and dry!’>

Credit : Colin Clements

Not strictly bees but a great photo

Credit : Hey

Credit : Claude 
Swarm hanging down on one of the 
small branches 

Credit: Adam Leitch ‘a new queen in 

one of my colonies. She settled down 

and proved to be excellent’



In the news

An urgent NBU  Starvation warning is to be issued
and Bob  Maurer received a direct approach from one of our local 

seasonal bee inspector having visited many apiaries with starving 

bees. Very unusual at this time of year but please take note and check 

for stores. If in doubt feed as they wont take it if they don’t need it. 

Let’s hope the bad weather is now behind us but with such an unusual 

spring the nectar flow is very localised >

World Bee Day was celebrated on 20 May with 
many interesting articles on bee pollinators, creating greater 
awareness,  I liked a quote from Albert Einstein, “if 

the bee disappeared off the face of the Earth, man would only have 
four years left to live”. That’s why our job as beekeepers is so 

 vitally important . Some further articles are shared here >

Research around a fungus fighting varroa detector 
has been shared in several scientific journals.  A team of scientists at 

Washington State University have bred  a strain of Metarhizium, a 

common fungus found in soils around the world, to work as a control 

agent against varroa mites. This particular  strain is unusual in its 

ability to withstand the higher temperatures found in the hive. The 

linked article suggests that in ten years time we may have a means for  

this breakthrough research to be commercially available to  the 

domestic beekeeper>  

https://rbkbblog.com/category/noticeboard/
https://rbkbblog.com/category/noticeboard/
https://www.independent.co.uk/extras/indybest/house-garden/world-bee-day-2021-uk-20-may-b1850177.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/extras/indybest/house-garden/world-bee-day-2021-uk-20-may-b1850177.html
https://phys.org/news/2021-05-fungus-mites-honey-bees.html


Work parties at Henfold now complete

Follow us on Instagram @Reigatebeekeepers

Tag us in your beekeeping photos, or send them through to the 

team to load onto the RBKA Instagram account

Club checklist

Subscribe to the 

website here >

Join the club 

Whatsapp here >

Follow the club 

Facebook here>

Follow the club on 

Instagram here>

Keep busy

Browse previous articles from 

BeeCraft and BBKA News 

catalogued by Mary Wynn here>

Catch up on all previous lectures 

from the National Honey Show on

YouTube here>

I think we all have really appreciated the efforts of everyone involved in 

the series of working parties held at Henfold to transition our training 

colonies across to the new Ambrose hives. Nearly 30 people have been 

involved  through sunshine, hail and rain storms. The team led by Karen 

and Simon Ford, our Henfold Apiary managers and Peter Moore who 

has done a magnificent job overseeing the groundworks. 

We haven’t all had the opportunity to visit so far but the pictures look 
absolutely amazing.

https://rbkbblog.com/
https://rbkbblog.com/?s=whats+app
https://rbkbblog.com/membership/members-forum/
https://www.instagram.com/reigatebeekeepers
https://rbkbblog.com/?s=beecraft
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiOtIebcpY0Zqqma0H5wLYQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiOtIebcpY0Zqqma0H5wLYQ

