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This month
Welcome to our May newsletter following a challenging 
April with sustained cold snaps and snow causing the NBU 
to put out starvation isolation warning for our bees. I hope 
your colonies  are flourishing and keeping you on your toes 
as you get into the weekly rhythm of inspections.

In April our summer virtual meetings got underway with 

thanks to our very own outside broadcasting team who are 

bringing  Henfold to us. Vince and Adam’s inspections are 

very informative and in my experience you pick up practical 

tips to immediately use in your own apiary. This series will 

continue every Wednesday at 6.30pm from Henfold until 
lockdown rules allow for larger gatherings (possibly later in

May). Many thanks to the extended OB team and to Karen 

Ford for the nice photos of our intrepid OB crew and 

Henfold Apiary featured in this month’s BeeNews.

Many of you will have read about DEFRA legislation 

requiring beekeepers to report on Varroa in the apiary. This 

is now live on Bee Base and more details are available in 

our ‘In the news’ page and on the RBKA website>

Also, don’t miss out on the specially negotiated offer from 
BBWear with  free postsge and 10% off  of their award

winning bee suits for RBKA members>

Wishing you happy beekeeping 

Sue Scates , BeeNews editor

https://rbkbblog.com/2021/04/12/varroa-notification/
https://rbkbblog.com/2021/04/22/limited-time-bbwear-suit-discount/


RBKA online

I hope you have enjoyed the occasional excursion over 

the past month as lockdown measures allowed. Our bees 

are certainly keeping us busy as they build up. 

BBKA’s Virtual Spring Convention took place over 16-18 

April with a catch up option for up to six weeks after the 

event with many interesting speakers. Lots of very helpful 

tips and rich content to enjoy. I enjoyed a Sunday 

morning session led by Dr Jane Medwell about swarm 

control and managing for strong colonies, the value of 

uniting through a ‘paper marriage’ and the importance of 

record keeping to aid your queen selection at the end of 

the season.

As we see our colonies grow and the risk of swarm 

impulsion you may wish to register for a swarm. If this is 

of interest please register here and read about essential 

preparations including having a nuc box available for our 

swarm collecting team >

Related to swarms, I came across a new practice this 

month in the May 2021 edition of Bee Craft entitled ‘To 
tang…or not to tang’ featuring several readers

experiences. This is the practice of banging a metal rod 

on a metal container to disrupt the communication of the 

swarm and the queen causing them to drop to the ground 
(pp26-27) into a container. Anyone tried it ?

Finally, look out for  updates on the Virtual auction which 

will soon be featured on the RBKA website . It was a big 

success last year and a great way to pick up some useful 

kit or even a nuc of bees

Hello from  Sue Scates, BeeNews editor
In April our bees certainly faced some  tricky weather 

conditions and I hope your colonies have fared well. I 

have two colonies  plus a newly created nuc which I’m 

hoping will produce a new queen as a back up following 

the queen rearing talk from Jamie Ellis Phd in our winter 

series. They are currently foraging on blackthorn and 

spring heather. I spotted OSR nearby on the outskirts of 

Brockham coming into flower. Weekly inspections are an 

absolute  must for me at the moment.

https://rbkbblog.com/?s=swarm


RBKA Education News

Welcome happy

Education

The Basic Assessment study group is well underway 

now and we feel confident that the group will perform 

well in the assessment.   The Wednesday live inspection 
Zoom meetings are very nervous affairs being broadcast

via a mobile phone from Henfold!  The fading light 

means we have an array of floodlights as well as a 

remote microphone and loudspeaker to broadcast any 

comments to Vince and Adam as they do the 

inspection.  It takes a team of 6 to make it happen and it 

has been a very steep learning curve.

Developing your skills

When we do get back to Henfold we do want some of 

our established members to develop more skills under 

the watchful eye of some of our more experienced 

beekeepers.  You saw how Vince dealt with a colony 

No.2 hive last week, but you might want to learn how to 

use the Demaree  or the  Taranov method instead  for 

example.   Hopefully we can form some small groups 

and help you develop your skills. So please let me know 

and I will do my best to get the right support for your 

development

My email is jimwynn333@hotmail.com> 

.
Jim Wynn-Education Committee

Volunteer Hive Tutors for an eventual return to Henfold 

We hope the covid rules will soon allow a managed 

return to Henfold for more beekeepers. In preparation for 

supervising our Beginners, we are asking for volunteers 

to be Hive tutors, each to looking after about 5 Beginners 

on a hive each Wednesday evening. Prospective tutors 

will also first need to become acquainted with the new 

equipment and the colonies. So if we are able to start 

some Apiary meetings by the 19 May we will talk about 

remaining ‘rules’ and arrangements during the 12 May 

Zoom meeting. .

mailto:jimwynn333@hotmail.com


New Beekeeper Mentoring

I’m happy to report that everything is ticking along nicely 
with our club mentoring programme. We could still do with 
more mentors especially local to Redhill and Reigate so if 
you are interested and able to offer some mentoring 
support over the phone, on line or suitably socially 
distanced, please do get in touch.

Gill – secretary@reigatebeekeepers.org.uk

RBKA Mentoring update 

Gill Simpson - RBKA Secretary 

mailto:secretary@reigatebeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@reigatebeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@reigatebeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@reigatebeekeepers.org.uk


3 May  - Talk on Finding Varroa Tolerant Bees  

Welcome happy

RBKA Members are invited by Croydon Division to an 

Online Talk  on Monday  3rd May at 7.30 pm

Steve Riley from Westerham Beekeepers is going to give a talk 

to Croydon Beekeepers during their Monday meeting and 

Reigate BKA are invited.

The talk is entitled “Finding Varroa Tolerant Bees”.  

 This is what Steve says: 
‘In previous discussions with Croydon & Reigate Beekeepers 
we have focused on the move away from chemical miticide 
treatments using biotechnical methods, such as queen frame 
traps.  

This time, the content will focus on how beekeepers can identify 
the traits in bees that manage their own varroa populations.  
The results have been better than when the beekeepers were 
involved.’
 
There will be  Q&A afterwards and if time, for a usual chat about 
all things beekeeping, no set subject, it will be about whatever 
crops up - so a discussion led by our honeybees.

I hope you’ll come along and support Steve in what I’m sure will 
be an enjoyable and informative evening.
 
Invitation details on our Members website here >

https://rbkbblog.com/2021/04/30/weve-been-invited-to-a-zoom-talk-3rd-may/
https://rbkbblog.com/2021/04/30/weve-been-invited-to-a-zoom-talk-3rd-may/


Getting ready for spring at Henfold

Welcome happy

Since April, groups of six working parties have been meeting at 

Henfold to help get the colonies ready for the new season.  For 

those of you new to Henfold, we have twelve hives in a circle and 

the hives are a mixture of mostly Nationals and a few WBCs.

Weather conditions early on saw us postpone sessions but we 

have now managed to host four sessions.

Our first session on 8th April was still too cold to inspect the bees 

so we checked their stores and topped up with fondant if needed. 

We finished with some frame making as most of the twelve hives 

at Henfold are on double brood and have some old frames which 

need replacing.

The next three groups had far better weather and it was a relief at 

last to be able to inspect the hives and move them into the new 

equipment. We found queen cells in eight of the hives so we now 
have eight nucs  (one of them is the nuc split from the hive

inspected in the Wednesday night Zoom sessions).  By 18th April 

four of the hives had supers on and were starting to be filled and 

we now have two on a couple of hives.  All of the new hives in use 

have been branded with the RBKA stamp.  Although of course it is 

not the same as our usual busy Wednesday club nights, it has 

been great to have people at the club again. Around half of our 

volunteers have been new beekeepers and it has been so nice to 

show them around Henfold and to have them to help with the 

bees.  Thank you everyone who has volunteered as we have 

achieved a great deal and have been a lot busier than expected. 

Most of all, it has been simply great after all this time to see some 

real people and talk to some other beekeepers!

 Karen Ford - Henfold Apiary Manager 



Beekeepers - we need you !!!

Simon Ford - Henfold Apiary Manager

Would you like to look after a few colonies of bees?

RBKA has a number of out-apiaries which host RBKA colonies over and above those used for teaching at Henfold.  

These out-apiaries yield honey which supports club funds and bees which allow us to keep Henfold fully stocked for 

training.  The out-apiaries are looked after by volunteer club members using equipment and consumables supplied via 

Henfold.

 

 

We are now seeking volunteers to look after one of our out-

apiaries.  This is an idyllic spot about three miles south of 

Dorking just off the A24, or a mile and a half west of 

Henfold.  You might be an experienced beekeeper who can 

easily fit a few more hives in to your beekeeping routine.  

You might be a beekeeper with a couple of hives and 

maybe a couple of years’ experience who wants to 

increase their experience without having more hives of your 

own.  You might be fresh off the winter theory course 

without bees of your own yet and might be happy to take 

them on if you are supported by a mentor.  You might be a 

team who will share the work and the fun of working in a 

pleasant countryside spot.  I am open to any ideas and 

suggestions members might have.

If anyone is interested, or would like to know more, contact 
me on 07793 821256 or bee@sford.uk

mailto:bee@sford.uk
mailto:bee@sford.uk


What’s flowering in May

Welcome happy

With the first hive inspections well underway and the beauty of the natural surroundings starting to come into leaf, 

there are plenty of mature plants in the garden for pollen and nectar.

Some of our woodlands can be overlooked at times as there are some trees and bulbs flowering now which are on 

mass and a source of pollen and nectar for pollinators, such as the native bluebell and sycamore trees. 

This month I have been taking in some of these naturalistic areas and appreciating what nature does without the 

assistance of gardeners, along with some unusually early flowering trees and shrubs and plants that are seen en 

masse around the South East.

Ornamental apples (crab apples) usually early to flower   Malus spp

Pear blossom can be seen en masse Pyrus communis

Bluebells are starting to carpet the woodland floor Hyacinthoides non-scripta

Alongside wood anemones Alongside wood anemones

Underneath the unexpectedly flowering sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus 

In the dapple shade of the garden the following are found

Borage Borago officinalis

Forget me not Myosotis

Wood spurge Euphorbia amygdalodes var. robbiae 

Into the sun and in the garden for slightly early 

vivid blue ceanothus (pictured) Ceanothus spp. 

Within the fields and allotments, the brassica family are flowering 

Brassicaceae

Mark Tuson , Team Leader at RHS Wisley Gardens



Pictures of the month

Welcome happy

We had lots of wonderful photos posted this month on the Whats App group . I’m featuring a selection here and if 

you’d like to share any bee photos please post them on the RBKA crew Whats App. Thanks to all the contributors

Credit : Gerry 

‘First swarm call of the 

season’

Credit : Jim Wynn

‘Middle of Margate, hives on shop roof’ 

This could be a new feature for those 

old enough to remember Spot the ball -

how about  Spot the hive !

Credit : Hey

Credit : Adam Leitch

‘It’s doesn’t matter what year it is, I 
mark all my queen’s blue (unless I

can’t find my pen, in which case they 
are green!) Footnote : I was trained by

the guru (Bob Maurer!)



In the news
The Bee Diseases and Pest controls order 2006
has been updated by the Secretary of State with effect 21 April 

2021 requiring beekeepers to report on Varroa mite (varroosis) in 

their apiaries. This requirement has created much social media 

chatter. As beekeepers we are now required to report via the NBU 

site on the varroa health at apiary level. Details of the legislation 

can be found here >

BBKA Starvation and Foulbrood warning issued
during the April cold snap. Whilst we hope the cold weather has 

now past it’s reminder of the need for vigilance on stores as well as 

ensuring that your smaller colonies have small entrances to 

minimise the risk of infected intruders accessing the hive where 

defences are weaker. Read more here >

Crop Spraying and the impact on our bees was
a topic on the Whats app group at the end of April and some swift 

advice was offered to the affected beekeepers. Here is an 

interesting article from University of Nebraska to help us read 

around this important subject. It refers to US legislation of course, 

but I hope you find it informative>

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2021/420/made
https://www.bbka.org.uk/News/starvation-foulbrood-warning%20
https://entomology.unl.edu/scilit/Protecting-pollinators-from-pesticides.pdf
https://entomology.unl.edu/scilit/Protecting-pollinators-from-pesticides.pdf


Honey cook book

Follow us on Instagram @Reigatebeekeepers

Tag us in your beekeeping photos, or send them through to the 

team to load onto the RBKA Instagram account

Club checklist

Subscribe to the 

website here >

Join the club 

Whatsapp here >

Follow the club 

Facebook here>

Follow the club on 

Instagram here>

Keep busy

Browse previous articles from 

BeeCraft and BBKA News 

catalogued by Mary Wynn here>

Catch up on all previous lectures 

from the National Honey Show on

YouTube here>

Sharing here a recipe for Warm Banana and Honey bread supplied by 

Becki Gibbs.

Cook Time  1 hour    Servings: 8 slices
Ingredients 
* 250g Plain flour

* 1 tsp Bicarb 

* Pinch of salt 

* 115g Butter

* 115g Muscovado sugar 

* 2 eggs

* 450g Bananas 

* 100g Sultanas 

* 3 tbsp Honey

* Preheat the oven to fan 150C/ conventional 170C/gas 5 and grease a 

small loaf tin with a small amount  of butter. Combine the flour, bicarb and 

salt into a large mixing bowl. Cream together the butter and brown sugar 

uintil pale. Beat in the eggs one at a time , then add the bananas, sultanas 

and 1tbsp of the honey. Stir banana mixture into the flour mixture , 

combining until moist . Pour mixture into your small loaf tin. Bake for one 

hour until a cake tester comes out of the cake clean. Leave to stand in the 

tin for at least 10 minutes before turning onto a cooling rack and allowing 

to stand until cool. To enjoy your banana and honey bread warm, heat up 
for a couple of minutes in the oven. Once warm, drizzle the remainder of

the honey over the bread and enjoy.

https://rbkbblog.com/
https://rbkbblog.com/?s=whats+app
https://rbkbblog.com/membership/members-forum/
https://www.instagram.com/reigatebeekeepers
https://rbkbblog.com/?s=beecraft
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiOtIebcpY0Zqqma0H5wLYQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiOtIebcpY0Zqqma0H5wLYQ

