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This month
Welcome to our April newsletter having enjoyed a few days 
of record temperatures at the very end of March. With 
those few days  may be you had an opportunity to open 
your hives for the first detailed inspection of 2021. 

In March, our final winter meeting, Simon Ford delivered a  

timely presentation on preparations for Spring and a very 

clear demonstration of the Bailey comb change to consider 

in the next weeks as we start our hive inspections. A top tip 

I took away was to take extra care as you ease the crown 

board off. There will most likely be a strong propolis seal 

and a high risk of pinging the board, annoying the bees 

and possibly pinging the queen with it.

 If you wish to take advantage of Bob Maurer’s generous 

offer of spring Nosema testing as you prepare for the 

season ahead, this is available until 30th April and more 

details are available here>

Finally, thanks to Jim for hosting an informal meeting on 24 

March which promoted an active discussion around winter 
losses. It seems that many members lost 20% or more of 

their colonies in various conditions. Jim is planning to 

circulate a survey to members to capture more details of 

losses and apiary set up and maybe we can arrive at some 

more concrete conclusions. 

Good luck for the season ahead,

Sue Scates , BeeNews editor

https://rbkbblog.com/?s=nosema+clinic
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RBKA online
We closed our virtual winter meetings with a terrific talk 

on March preparation from Simon Ford, Apiary manager 

at Henfold. A good refresher article featured in  March 

2021  BBKA News entitled ‘the Very Practical Beekeeper’ 

by Mike and Judith Rowbottom, Harrogate and Ripon 
BKA (p99-101).

We’ll be taking our first steps out of lockdown as you read 

this, but the BBKA Spring Convention on 16-18 April will 

be a virtual event this year. There will be a wide selection 

of lectures and presentations across a wide range of 

beekeeping topics - more info here > 

Following  on from the winter losses discussion you may 

be interested in registering for a swarm. If this is of 

interest please register here and read about essential 

preparations >

Look out for news during April on the Website about 
plans and arrangements for a ‘Rolling Virtual Auction’ (as 

last year) of un-needed equipment or even colonies 

looking for new homes. |This was a great success last 

year. I was fortunate enough to be the successful bidder 

for an extractor which was put to good use last summer 

so highly recommend.

 

Hello from  Sue Scates, BeeNews editor

In March we enjoyed a handful of beautiful spring days 

with blue skies and blossom making many of us impatient 

to start the season. The RBKA Whats app group lit up 

with questions on when to stop feeding and is it safe to 

inspect. Our experienced beekeepers counselled 

patience. It’s rumoured a cuckoo was heard on Leith Hill 
a few days ago but  has anyone seen any drones yet? 

https://rbkbblog.com/2021/02/06/bbka-spring-convention-2021-16th-to-18th-april/
https://rbkbblog.com/?s=swarm
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RBKA Education News

Welcome happy

Basic Assessment study group dates

Normally we would run a study group at Henfold every 

Wednesday evening for about 30 minutes after any 

announcements have been made and then go off and do 

inspections.

 

Whilst the pandemic is not allowing us to this we will, on 

Wednesday, starting on the 7th April endeavour to do a 
live inspection via zoom.

The Basic assessment study group will meet at 7pm on 

Mondays BUT the first meeting will be on Tuesday 6th 

as the 5th is Easter Monday.

 

Please let me know if you want to join the study group 

which you can do even if you do not want to take the 
assessment.  I will then send you the zoom details.

My email is jimwynn333@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Wynn - Education Committee

mailto:jimwynn333@hotmail.com
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RBKA Mentoring programme  

Welcome happy

New Beekeeper Mentoring

I’m happy to report that, following last month’s request in 

BeeNews I have found mentors for seven new 

beekeepers and I would like to thank all the members 

who have been so generous and kindly offered to help.

There are also nine mentor pairings from last season 

who are continuing their arrangement for 2021. 

 

I do still have a few mentors who have not been paired 

up yet but I suspect as the season progresses that may 

change!  Again, if you would like to volunteer to be a 
mentor to a new beekeeper (you should have 

successfully run your own colonies for a minimum of 

three years and have passed the BBKA Basic 
Assessment) or if you are a new beekeeper looking for 

support, please get in touch and I will do my best to 

help.

Gill – secretary@reigatebeekeepers.org.uk

 

 

 

Gill Simpson  - RBKA secretary  

mailto:secretary@reigatebeekeepers.org.uk
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Getting ready for spring at Henfold  

Welcome happy

Just before Lockdown began in March last year, the hives donated 
by an extremely generous and anonymous donor (‘Ambrose’), 

arrived at the club. These have been waiting at Henfold ready for 

us to return and put them in to use.  That time is nearly here as our 

old hives have had a hard winter!

Now, as we appear to be coming to the end of the current 

lockdown we will, when regulations allow, be inviting work parties 

made up of groups of six volunteers to come to Henfold and help 

us get the hives ready for the new year.

Some of the jobs that need to be done are: setting out the new 

hives, branding the boxes, making the hive stands and transferring 

the bees into their new homes

I have had a great response to the message I put on the 

WhatsApp group page asking for volunteers and I was particularly 

pleased to have lots of new beekeepers reply.  If you are not in the 

group, it is not too late to put your name down to come along.   

Email me at mail@klford.co.uk  Everyone is welcome to join the 

RBKA WhatsApp group chat, so if you would like to be added do 

let us know.  

We will be starting the group meetings after the Easter Weekend.  

I have sent out a list of proposed dates to the people who have 

contacted me.  It is really important that people do not turn up 

unless they have had an email confirming their attendance as we 

must ensure that we stick to the ‘rule of six’, or whatever rules 

apply at the time.  

We can’t wait to see you all!

 

 

 

Karen Ford    Henfold Apiary Manager 

mailto:mail@klford.co.uk
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What’s flowering in April

Welcome happy

The past couple of months have certainly felt more spring like, with large amounts of pollen coming into the hives and 

a wide range of plants in flower the bees have a large choice within the garden to choose from.

This time of year sees the start of bulbus plants pushing out their flowers and some of the earliest flowering trees. 

The magnolias are looking impressive, but with a heavy frost all could be lost over night.

This month I’ve been spending a lot of time in my areas of Wisley, the heather landscape and riverside walk, close to 

the hives, it has been really interesting watching where the bees have been flying to.

 

Japanese quince Chaenomeles

Winter flowering heathers Erica Spp.

Species tulips Tulipa   spp.

Willow Salix

Wild daffodils Narcissus cyclamineus 

White dead nettle Lamium album

Purple dead nettle Lamium purpureum 

Ornamental cherries Prunus spp.    (‘the Bride’ pictured)

Gorse Ulex europaus

Magnolia Magnolia Spp.

 

Mark Tuson , Team Leader at RHS Wisley Gardens 



Pictures of the month 

Welcome happy

 We had lots of wonderful photos posted this month on the Whats App group . I’m featuring a selection here and if 

you’d like to share any bee photos please post them on the RBKA crew Whats App site  

 

Credit : Ed

‘ Called out for a swarm!’

Credit : Hey

‘ A lovely bee day again , the camellias 

have just started to flower’

Credit : Hey 

 Credit : Karen Ford 

‘Look closely to spot the red breast in the pipe , and his/her mate waiting patiently. 

Happily reunited at Henfold apiary‘



In the news
Neonicotinoid usage for the sugar beet crop 
previously approved has been withdrawn as the predicted virus risk 

fell below the 9% risk threshold set by DEFRA. Good news indeed.

BBKA petition to stop importing honeybees

Worth a read as it raises the real risk of Small Hive Beetle being 

imported along with honey bees sourced from southern Italy. With 

limited inspection of imported bees the possibility of this notifiable 

honey bee pest is a real concern. More info on the BBKA petition is 

available here and needs 10K on line signatures to receive a 

parliamentary response >  

More info from NBU on SHB is available here>

The UNs International Women’s Day on 8 March 
saw a great article in BBKA news March 2021 (p95-97) Women 

beekeepers for life.  This highlights the real opportunity to support 

women in developing countries create a reliable means to support 

themselves and their families. Several inspiring stories re-enforce 

the transformative effect learning beekeeping skills can have for 

these women.  For those celeb spotters amongst you, Angeline 

Jolie was named the Godmother of Women for Bees 2021 

campaign as part of a partnership between Unesco and Guerlain. 

Great to see so many initiatives  in support of women beekeepers >

https://www.bbka.org.uk/
https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageId=125
https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageId=125
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=angeline+jolie+women+for+bees&&view=detail&mid=CE23D7A605D85B102F72CE23D7A605D85B102F72&rvsmid=610B19B4A520F4F30035610B19B4A520F4F30035&FORM=VDQVAP
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=angeline+jolie+women+for+bees&&view=detail&mid=CE23D7A605D85B102F72CE23D7A605D85B102F72&rvsmid=610B19B4A520F4F30035610B19B4A520F4F30035&FORM=VDQVAP


 Honey cook book  

Follow us on Instagram @Reigatebeekeepers

Tag us in your beekeeping photos, or send them through to the 

team to load onto the RBKA Instagram account

Club checklist

Subscribe to the 

website here >

Join the club 

Whatsapp here >

Follow the club 

Facebook here>

Follow the club on 

Instagram here>

Keep busy

Browse previous articles from 

BeeCraft and BBKA News 

catalogued by Mary Wynn here>

Catch up on all previous lectures 

from the National Honey Show on

YouTube here>

Sharing here a recipe for Devonshire Honey Cake supplied by Keith 

Mackie.  I received several from my request for delicious recipes and will 

share them here as an occasional feature. 

Cook Time  1 hr 30 mins    Servings: 12 Slices
Ingredients
* 250 g honey

* 225 g unsalted butter

* 100 g dark muscovado sugar

* 3 large eggs, beaten

* 300 g self-raising flour

* Preheat the oven to fan 140C/ conventional 160C/gas 3. Butter and line 

a 20cm round loose bottomed cake tin. Cut the butter into pieces and drop 

into a medium pan with the honey and sugar. Melt slowly over a low heat. 

When the mixture looks quite liquid, increase the heat under the pan and 

boil for about one minute. Leave to cool for 15-20 minutes, to prevent the 

eggs cooking when they are mixed in.
* Beat the eggs into the melted honey mixture using a wooden spoon. Sift 

the flour into a large bowl and pour in the egg and honey mixture, beating 

until you have a smooth, quite runny batter.
* Pour the mixture into the tin and bake for 50 minutes-1 hour until the 

cake is well-risen, golden brown and springs back when pressed. A 

skewer pushed into the centre of the cake should come out clean.
* Turn the cake out on a wire rack. Warm 2 tbsp honey in a small pan and 

brush over the top of the cake to give a sticky glaze, then leave to cool. 

Keeps for 4-5 days wrapped, in an airtight tin.
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