
Reigate Beekeepers

BeeNews                    February 2021 

Welcome to the 

February 2021

edition of BeeNews
Contents

Page 2 - This month > 

Page 3 - RBKA online > 

Page 4 - Tom Moremon > 

Page 5 - RBKA Education News>

Page 6 - Study options >

Page 7 - Weybridge invitation>

Page 8 - What’s flowering>

Page 9 - In the news>

Read your monthly Chairman’s update on 

the member site here>

https://rbkbblog.com/?p=33776
https://rbkbblog.com/?p=33776
https://rbkbblog.com/?p=33921
https://rbkbblog.com/?p=33921
https://rbkbblog.com/?p=33921
https://rbkbblog.com/?p=33921
https://rbkbblog.com/?p=33921


This month
Welcome to our  February newsletter and our countdown to 
Spring and with it we hope, the early signs of a return to a 
recognisable club beekeeping calendar for all of us.  

I am delighted and excited to be picking up the baton from 

Lisa Gallo as editor of BeeNews. Lisa has done a 

tremendous job in shaping our newsletter over the past two 

years and hands over a great format for me to continue to 

build on.   

I hope that many of you had the opportunity to join 

January’s highly informative winter meeting session with 

Jamie Ellis Phd from the University of Florida talking to us 

about recognising and addressing Queen events. 

 

This month we are very fortunate to have Celia Davis  

presenting a talk entitled ‘In Self Defence’  on February 3 at 

7pm.

Happy beekeeping

Sue Scates 

Editor 



RBKA online
Our winter talks continue to be very popular and in 

January we invited our sister Surrey beekeeper clubs to 

join us for a terrific session with Jamie Ellis Phd from the 

University of Florida. He talked to us about recognising 

and addressing Queen events. I will definitely be 

following his advice to maintain a nuc throughout the 

2021 season and much of the information shared can be 

easily accessed via your search engine by typing in 

‘EDIS bee nuc’  or click this link 

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/in869   which provides free access 

to much of James’ research. 

Upcoming talks:

3 February, 19:00 – ‘In Self Defence’ presented by Celia 

Davis.

3 March, 19:00 – ‘Preparing for Spring’ presented by 

Simon Ford

You can find out more about our online talks, access 

recordings of previous Zoom meetings and find out how 

you can join the next one online here>

Hello from  Sue Scates, BeeNews editor

Sharing a photo of my apiary in Newdigate. I am a 

newish member of RBKA entering my fourth season. The 

picnic bench was a 2020 addition to save my back! You’ll 

also note my nadir trial. I probably should have limited it 

to one super but my bees left many frames partly sealed 

in late August when I was taking my honey crop. It will be 

interesting to see what they thought when I can inspect 

the hives in a few weeks hopefully. 
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Tom 
It is with great sadness that the passing of Tom Moremon 

on 20 January 2021 was announced recently. 

A member of Reigate Beekeepers for many years, Tom 

first acquired some bee hives from a work colleague who 

was giving up beekeeping. He brought the colonies home 

and then set about finding how to look after them. He 

quickly became a regular attendee at Mickleham where 

he undertook his basic. 

Tom was well known to to the club and will be greatly 

missed by many of our members. Further details of 

funeral arrangements will be advised on our RBKA site in 

due course 

Our sincere condolences go out to Tom’s family at this 

very  difficult time.

 

 

 Tom Moremon

https://rbkbblog.com/2021/01/24/condolences-tom-moreman/


RBKA Education News 

Welcome happy 

With the current situation we are planning for virtual club meetings for the start of the year.  We will of course keep 

this under constant review. We are exploring ways of keeping members engaged and will be planning for the 
following activities (all ideas gratefully received).

1. Weekly live (and then recorded) inspections via zoom.

a. We will trial the technology over the coming weeks

b. This forms the support for beginners but all members will be welcome
c. Broadcast at 6:30pm every Wednesday from the 1st Week of April (to be confirmed)

 

2.  Weekly live zoom session for those wanting to work towards 

the Basic exam

a. Weekly themes are being developed at the moment

b. Will also endeavour to point people at the relevant NBU 

documents to support the themes

c. Will also recommend relevant books

d. Members need to have completed a year of practical 

beekeeping to qualify

e. Will be a 13 week programme starting 2nd week of April 
(To be confirmed)

f. Contact jimwynn333@hotmail.com to enrol

Jim Wynn - Education Committee

3.  Monthly forum for experienced beekeepers

a. Discussion around relevant topics that month

b. An open forum format

mailto: jimwynn333@hotmail.com


RBKA and BBKA  study options     

Follow us on Instagram @Reigatebeekeepers

Tag us in your beekeeping photos, or send them through to the 

team to load onto the RBKA Instagram account

Club checklist

Subscribe to the 

website here>

Join the club whatsapp 

here>

Follow the club 

facebook here>

Follow the club on 

Instagram here>

Keep busy

Browse previous articles from 

BeeCraft and BBKA News 

catalogued by Mary Wynn here>

Catch up on all previous lectures 

from the National Honey Show on

YouTube here>

As we are all very aware, lockdown impacted RBKA and BBKA’s 

education and assessment programme in 2020.  Whilst we are still in the 

midst of lockdown 3, Jim Wynn and Colin Clements, our RBKA 

Education committee members are planning what may be possible to 

achieve in 2021 as we understand the restrictions we have to operate 

within.  More info can be found on page 5> 

For those wishing to look at other study routes, BBKA run a 

correspondence course for the basic assessment which involves self-

study and submitting 5 written papers to a correspondence course tutor. 

There is no actual teaching on the course. Further details of the course 

can be found on the members section of the BBKA website.The basic 

training leads to a basic assessment, a practical assessment which 

RBKA normally holds in July, but as I type, the BBKA Examinations 

Board has not yet taken a decision about whether or not any practical 

assessments will be carried out this year.

Details of the BBKA assessment timetable and fees have been 

published and are available here  https://rbkbblog.com/2021/01/20/bbka-

exams-assessment-dates-fees-2021/
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Invitation from Weybridge BKA  
Weybridge would like to invite RBKA members to join 

them  on Thursday February 11th, when Matthew 

(Matt) Ingram is the guest speaker - you may have 

seen his articles in recent issues of BeeCraft, to 

which he contributes regularly.

 

Beekeeping in Australia - and England 

A talk by Matthew Ingram about his start in beekeeping, 
his rapid rise to bee farmer in England (currently running 

120 colonies), and his time in Australia with bee farmers 

there. 

Time: Thursday Feb 11, 2021 7:30pm

 

To join the Zoom Meeting, click on the link below
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84631066200?pwd=ektkUVpoY

mJkQUpwbFY1UXU5SWlhQT09

 
Meeting ID: 846 3106 6200

Passcode: 687517

Or if this is not working or you are having a problem go 
to www.zoom.com and use the above Meeting ID and 

Passcode to login.
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What’s flowering in February 

Welcome happy 

Welcome happy beekeepers. I’m Mark, a member of the club for the past three years and as some of you know, I 

lead a team of Horticulturalists at RHS Wisley Gardens. This year I’ll be pulling together a selection of what’s 

flowering now in the gardens at Wisley in hope that you will take something away from this and be able to add to your 

gardens.

At this time of year, the bees don’t tend to be taking long flights unless its really worth it so planting winter flowering 

plants near the apiary allows them forage nearby when sunny, warm, short opportunities allow. Highly scented 

flowers tend to lure pollinators in.

A little walk around the ‘winter walk’ at Wisley today with the following flowering: 

 

Witch hazel                     Hamamelis spp. (Pictured)

Winter sweet                  Chimonanthus praecox

Japanese skimmia         Skimmia japonica

Camellias                        Camellia spp.

Sweet box                     Sarcococca confusa

Daphnes                          Daphne spp.

Darley dale heath          Erica x darleyensis

Christmas rose               Hellebore spp.

Hazel                               Corylus avellana

Silk tassel tree                Garrya elliptica

Winter flowering honeysuckle  Lonicera fragrentissima

Mark Tuson , Team Leader at RHS Wisley Gardens



In the news  
Detecting fake honey This was back in the news in 

recent weeks with fingers pointed at China for blending 

honey with sugar syrup. Whilst this is not new news to any 

of us, testing to assure authenticity has not been readily 

available. A new technology called Nuclear Magnetic 

Resonance (NMR) may soon change this and bring this 

practice to greater attention of consumers with some of our 

well known supermarket honey failing the NMR test. There 

was an interesting article in February 2021  Bee Craft  (by 

George Tonge, with interpreter Anna Zasheva) on honey 

farming in Bulgaria which mentions a simple visual test for 

authenticity. Whilst not as scientific it involves turning your 

full honey jar upside down (check the lid first!) and the air 

bubble should be a pear or peach shape. Try it for yourself 

and whilst touching jars in the supermarket is not 

recommended in today’s world, one to test in more normal 

times in Tesco.    

Emergency pesticide authorisation as a 

neonicotinoid seed treatment for limited use only on the 

2021 sugar beet crop was the subject of much discussion 

in on line forums. Thanks to Jim Wynn for sharing the 

DEFRA blog article > on the RBKA Whats app group

                                                                                        

https://deframedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/01/10/reporting-of-strict-controls-for-emergency-pesticide-authorisation/
DEFRA blog article >

