
 

 

RBKA AGM 2020 – Honorary Secretary Report 
 
Beekeepers often say ‘it’s been a funny year’ but we’re usually referring to our bees or the weather.  This year 
it’s been a really ‘funny year’ for all of us and it’s not over yet. 
 
One of my main functions as Secretary is to record the goings on at the committee meetings which can be tricky 
at the best of times.  Very early in the year it was decided that our meetings would be conducted via Zoom, a 
platform we are now all very familiar with but it has been a very steep learning curve for some of us!  The 
committee seem to be unanimous in giving Zoom committee meetings the ‘thumbs up’, even if only for the fact 
that they don’t have to venture out on a dark night and they can have a glass of wine during the meeting. 
 
In January, RBKA’s annual winter beginners’ theory course started with David Rudland as the tutor at the 
Woodhatch Centre.  Unfortunately, as the virus gathered pace we had to abandon the last session as the 
Woodhatch Centre closed - David finally completed the last session by Zoom on 13th July.  We have yet to 
complete the practical part of the course when everyone actually gets their hands on some bees at Henfold.  
Everyone looks forward to this at the end of the theory course and we have promised to complete this as soon 
as we are able to open up the apiary safely - hopefully in April 2021.  
 
Some of the people who completed the theory course had already ordered nucs to arrive during the summer 
and other beginners were also left wondering how to cope with their new bees without the comfort of attending 
practical sessions at Henfold.  RBKA answered the call and many members offered to mentor new beekeepers 
through lockdown.  Jim Wynn acted as the matchmaker here so that nobody had to travel too far if they were 
required to visit in person. 
 
By the time we all realised we wouldn’t be able to just carry on as normal, I already had several bookings for the 
Taster Day which had been planned for June.  I decided to wait and see whether we could run a reduced Taster 
Day later in the year so everyone waited patiently to see what happened.  Eventually Colin Clement, Sue 
Hickson and myself decided we could run the Taster Day with just a few members helping and just 11 people 
attending, instead of our usual 30.  We had the approval of most of the committee to carry on, being very 
mindful of the government guidelines in place at the time.  We worked hard to make sure it would be both Covid 
safe and legal.   A small group of members agreed to be involved to give talks and demonstrations to make it a 
very enjoyable day.  Many thanks to Pete Moore and Nick Clark for making the apiary look beautiful for us; 
Simon Ford, Karen Ford, Vince Gallo, Lisa Gallo and Richard Bradfield for helping so much on the day.   
Everyone was put to good use, multi-tasking in areas they are not accustomed to (including cleaning every inch 
of the pavilion with anti-bacterial cleaner) in order reduce the number of people necessary to run the day.  It was 
a huge success and we got great feedback from everyone who attended. 
 
Our courses are so popular that I already had a waiting list for the January 2021 winter course before the virus 
struck, however, booking couldn’t open as Woodhatch were, and are still not, open or taking future bookings.  
After many discussions with David Rudland and with the agreement of the committee, I have planned the 2021 
course to be held in March on three full Saturdays at Mickleham Village Hall.  Booking has now opened, giving 
priority to those people who didn’t manage to get on the course last year! 
 
I continue to get a steady stream of enquiries by email and phone, from members of the public on all sorts of 
subjects.  Most people are looking for training courses but some are hoping for help with their bees.  One such 
enquiry came from a total beginner who had purchased four packages of bees which arrived during lockdown!  
He had coped really well but unfortunately he quickly realised that three of the queens had been badly mated 
and he ended up with laying workers or no brood at all.  A tricky situation for an experienced beekeeper but he 
was very ‘gung ho’ and coped really well.  He has since become a member of RBKA and was able to receive a 
swarm caught by Trevor Keast in his local area.  Sadly enquiries for talks to clubs, WIs and schools haven’t 
been forthcoming this year, let’s hope we’re all back in action as normal next year. 
 
Gill Simpson          02/11/2020 

 


