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Another busy year fielding hundreds of enquiries via email, phone and sometimes in person!  The 

enquiries have been incredibly varied but include: people wanting to sign up for our training courses; 

swarm calls; RBKA membership; bees in the chimney; bumble bees anywhere and everywhere; 

WASPS!; people in America wanting to congratulate us on our website; requests for talks to 

Brownies, WI, care homes, schools, etc.; chefs wanting to buy honey; crafters wanting to buy wax; 

offers of stalls at fairs, fetes, farmers markets etc.; people wanting to visit our apiary and people 

wanting to buy bees to put in the hive someone gave them.  I’m very fortunate that many of these 

enquiries can be passed straight over to our excellent committee and team of willing volunteers to 

sort out.  It’s fun chatting to people who need our help or a little reassurance but my thanks to 

everyone who responds when I need to forward them an enquiry from the public, it makes my job so 

much easier. 

January is always our Winter Beginners course, taught by David Rudland.  This course is very popular 

and is always oversubscribed but we attempt to keep numbers to 25 for David’s sanity!  We 

squeezed 27 in for the 2019 course, we already have 25 booked for 2020 and two on the list for 

2021. 

In June we held a very successful Taster Day, which Colin Clement organised for the first time, taking 

over from Mike Hill who has organised the Taster Day for many years.    We hosted 22 people for a 

fun and information packed day and this year we provided them all with a ploughman’s lunch.   

My main job in both of these courses is to make sure people are signed up to fill the courses, that 

they pay the correct money to Vince and that they turn up to the correct venue with the correct 

equipment.  

I suppose the most important part of my role is to keep the admin in order for the committee 

meetings and the AGM but it’s not my favourite!  

 

 

 

Gill Simpson 


