
1 

 

 
A Division of the Surrey Beekeepers Association 

Founded 1879 
Charity No 1026386 

www.ReigateBeekeepers.org.uk 
 

 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
WEDNESDAY 14th NOVEMBER 2018 

 
1. Introduction 

The Chairman Andrew Buchanan welcomed everyone to the AGM and introduced our guests Bob Maurer, 
Chair of Surrey Beekeepers Association and Mike Hill President of RBKA. He outlined the proposed structure of 
the meeting and explained that, with a break from the usual, he would chair the first part of the meeting until 
the election of the President who would then take over for the remainder. He asked attendees to ensure that 
they had signed the attendance sheet and explained that only those who are fully paid up Registered or 
Partner members can vote in the election of committee members. 

 
2. Apologies for Absence 

Gill Simpson, Maggie Minter, Tom Moreman, Gerry Poole, Peter Moore, Phil Elwell, Andrew Cornwall. 
 

3. Minutes of the AGM 8th November 2017 
Copies of the minutes had been made available on-line and copies were also available at the meeting. There 
were no questions relating to the minutes and they were proposed for acceptance by Bob Maurer and 
seconded by Adam Leitch. They will be signed at the next Committee Meeting. 

 
4. Matters arising from the minutes 

There were no matters arising. 
 

5. Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman’s Report had been published on the members’ website, also paper copies were available at the 
meeting.  The Chairman, Andrew Buchanan, gave a brief summary. He followed up with a few personal 
remarks. Briefly mentioning the long number of years he has been closely involved in RBKA, modernising the 
accounts and, as Chairman, leading the team in the move to Henfold Lane apiary and the building of the 
pavilion. He expressed grateful thanks for those who have supported him as Chairman and wished the new 
Chairman every success. 
 

6. Treasurer’s Report 
Vince Gallo presented the accounts for the year ended 30th September 2018, which had been circulated at the 
meeting.  On the Income and Expenditure Account he highlighted a significant difference in the surplus for this 
year of £649 compared with last years’ surplus of £7,562. This was as a result of a decision by the Committee 
to spend on improving the Vigo and Mickleham apiaries hives and Henfold apiary equipment, coinciding with a 
reduction in swarm donations and gift aid claims. Last year there was a figure of £4677 for Gift Aid for a two 
year period. However, this year there has been no claim for Gift Aid and, following clarification by HMRC that 
it cannot be claimed on membership payments, only on donations, a claim for eligible payments this and next 
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year will be made in due course. He explained that the swarm income was down this year because of the lack 
of swarms due to the unusual weather. He pointed out that money had been spent in the apiaries and on 
extractors to update the stock. He expects there will be surplus in future years as this level of expenditure is 
not expected to continue into next year. He noted a correction in the accounts for the 2017 accounts, a pre-
payment for the Beginners Course had been wrongly included. The surplus had been stated to be £7862 but 
was actually £7562. The accounts had been audited and agreed by our auditor, Mike Bensley.   
Looking ahead, the Treasurer stated that in current assets we have approx. £40,000. Henfold Lane Apiary is in 
a good condition and the storage is good now. However, from October to May we are unable to use the site to 
its full advantage due to the soft ground restricting access by vehicle. The Committee had agreed to turn most 
of the grass parking area to hard standing which will allow year round access. This project will take all of our 
available cash to which has been added a loan of £9000 borrowed from members. This loan will keep the 
Association liquid and the loan will be paid back over 3 years. The repayment will wipe out the cash surplus in 
the next few years. Bob Maurer commented in relation to Gift Aid that the SBKA will continue trying to argue 
with the Revenue that the membership payments are eligible. The Treasurer confirmed that he will continue 
to keep appropriate records so as to make a retrospective claim if the situation changed. Liz Jackson asked if 
we might have to pay back what we have claimed previously and Vince replied that there was no sign of that 
being required at the moment. Anna Slade asked about the value of the building having gone down and the 
Treasurer explained his practice of depreciating it over 25 years to zero. A vote for adoption of the accounts 
proposed by Adam Leitch and seconded by Jim Wynn was carried unanimously. 

 
7. Other Reports 

An Editors and Webmasters report had been submitted and copies were available on the members’ website 
and at the AGM. For House & Grounds, Andrew Buchanan reported that, due to the resurfacing works, the 
Henfold Lane Apiary is very muddy at present and advised members not to go there until the work is 
complete. However, the winter team are able to have access when required. Mike Hill reported on this years’ 
shows. 22 had been attended with 22 members helping out. There had been good sales of honey at the shows 
and several people enquiring about joining. He put out a request for more people to join him in manning the 
show stand, particularly for the shows in their area. Vince commented that it’s an enjoyable day out to attend 
a show and talk about bees. Jim Wynn proposed a vote of thanks to Mike Hill for organising RBKA attendance 
at all those shows. It was warmly accepted. 

 
8. Nomination and Election of Officers and Committee Members 

Introduced by the Chairman - Andrew Buchanan who described the process for the election of officers, 
Committee Members and Surrey Representatives: 
i. Declared candidates have all been nominated and have affirmed their willingness to stand for their 

nominated positions. 
ii. A proposer and separate seconder from the meetings attendees will be invited for each nominated 

Officer position and for the nominated Committee positions en-bloc. 
iii. The appointments will be subject to a vote by Registered and Partner members only, by a show of 

hands to indicate whether, For, Against or Abstaining. 
 

Election of the President – Mike Hill is prepared to continue in the position of President. As a senior member, 
Mike’s support and advice to the Divisional Committee in general and to those developing and implementing 
our Education and Training programme in particular is greatly appreciated.  
Proposed by Mary Wynn, Seconded by Susan Tilley and elected unanimously. 
 
Andrew Buchanan stepped down as Chairman and invited the President to officiate over the election of the 
Officers, Committee Representatives and Surrey Representatives. 
 
Mike Hill took the Chair and thanked all members for trusting him with the Presidency for a further term. He 
proposed a vote of thanks to Andrew Buchanan who had served as Chairman for four years and as Treasurer 
for several years before that. During that time Andrew had overseen and nurtured both the procurement and 
development of the Henfold Copse site and its facilities of which he can be rightfully proud. The previous 
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Mickleham site had become too small for the then 60 members with about 20 people regularly attending the 
apiary sessions. Following the move to Henfold there are regularly up to 60 people attending the apiary 
sessions and membership has risen to over 200. The move has been a great success. He thanked Andrew for 
his dedication and devotion to Reigate Beekeepers and welcomed him being prepared to stand to remain a 
Committee Member and to continue to oversee the Henfold facilities becoming suitable for all weather and all 
season use. He presented Andrew with an engraved hive tool to commemorate his time in office. 
 
Election of the Chairman – Richard Bradfield had been the only nominee for the Office of Chairman that had 
also been prepared to accept the nomination and therefore stood unopposed. Mike Hill introduced Richard as 
having been a beekeeper and member of Reigate Beekeepers since 2008. In 2012 he took on shared 
responsibility for producing the monthly newsletter and in 2013 became involved in re-launching the public 
website and creating the members website. At the 2014 AGM he was elected to the Committee and has been 
an active participant in, and ambassador for the Division ever since. 
Proposed by Geoff Blay, seconded by Bob Maurer, elected unanimously.  
 
The following Officers were elected:- 
 
Hon. Secretary – Gill Simpson: Proposed – Sue Hickson, Seconded – Susan Tilley. 
Hon. Treasurer – Vince Gallo: Proposed – Geoff Blay, Seconded – Adam Leitch. 
Hon. Membership Secretary – Sue Hickson: Proposed – Mary Helling, Seconded Adam Leitch. 
Committee Members – Andrew Buchanan, Geoff Blay, Simon Ford, Bob Maurer, Celia Perry & Jim Wynne: 
Proposed - Adam Leitch, Seconded – Susan Tilley. 

 All officers and committee members were voted in unanimously by the members present. 
 

9. Nomination and Election of Representatives to Surrey Beekeepers Association  
Trustee to Surrey BKA - Richard Bradfield: Proposed – Geoff Blay, Seconded – Adam Leitch. 
Representative to Surrey Beekeeping Association - Andrew Buchanan: Proposed - Jim Wynne, Seconded – 
Richard Bradfield. 
All of these positions were voted for unanimously by the members present. 

 
10. Nomination and Appointment of Honorary Auditor 

Honorary Auditor – Mike Bensley:  Proposed – Vince Gallo, Seconded – Richard Bradfield. 
Carried unanimously by the members present. 

 
11. Questions from the Floor 

There were no questions directly related to RBKA business. 
Celia Perry asked if we could ensure that the back car park to the Woodhatch Centre is open for future winter 
meetings. 

 
12. Presentation of  Exam Certificates and awards from the Honey Show 

 
Basic Assessment Certificates were presented to:  Liz Braines, Trevor Keast (with Credit), Susan Tilley (with 
Credit), Keith Mackie (with Credit), Gill Barker (with Credit), Laura Wilbraham (with Credit), Liz Jackson and Jim 
Wynn (with Credit). The Basic Assessment was also passed by the following members who were absent from 
the meeting: Mary Dennis and Simon Taylor.  
 
Module 1 – Jim Cooper. 
 
Certificates will be presented at the first summer meeting to those who were absent. 
 
Master Beekeeper certificate presented to Geoff Blay with much cheering and applause from the members. 
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The Blue Ribbon Award – Best in Show- was presented at the Honey Show to Gill Simpson for her ‘Two 
Matching Beeswax Candles in class 7. 
Reigate Cup (Most Points in Show) – Maggie Minter 
Tanner Cup (Best in Classes 1/2 - Light or Medium Honey) – Mary Hellings 
W-J Cup (Class 4 - Soft Set/Crystallised Honey) – Geoff Blay 
Novice Skep – (Class 5 – One Jar Novice Honey) – Liz Jackson 
JMB Cup (Class 6 - Cut Comb) – Geoff Blay 
Bramshaw Cup (Class 10 - Comb for Extraction) – Jilly Aarvold 
Geoff Lewis Plate (Class 12 - Honey Cake) – Phil Elwell 
Locket Bowl (Class 15 - A Group of Bee Products) – Geoff Blay 
Redhill Cup (Best in Classes 20/21 - Mead) – Celia Perry 
 
There was a vote of thanks to Celia Perry for organising the honey show competition. 
 

13.  Any Other Business 
Andrew Buchanan presented Jack Chapman with a commemorative hive tool as a token of the Association’s 
appreciation for all he has done for the Division over the years and announced that during the evening Jack 
had also donated a microscope for which the meeting expressed its thanks. 
 

14. Date of next AGM – Wednesday 6th November 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
____________________________________________________ 
Signed – Mike Hill, President 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________ 
Date 
 
 
 
 
 


