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Newsletter 
 

The November 2018 BeeNews was the 84
th 

that Graham Pooley and myself have 

edited and produced each month for the past 7 years. 
 

Earlier during 2018, Graham had confirmed his intention to withdraw from 
involvement in co-editing and producing our monthly newsletter. I briefly flirted with 
the prospect of continuing singlehandedly to produce 10 to 16 page editions each 
month, and then considered the feasibility of identifying another ‘Graham’ to help. 
However we agreed that this would be an opportunity for another, or others, to take 
a fresh look at the format, mix of content and access to news and information 
relevant to today’s membership. 
Lisa Gallo has stepped up to take on the challenge, and we trust that you will both 
support and appreciate the new look that is being created. 
I propose to continue, for now, providing a conduit between the committee and our 
new Editor, by presenting status, issue and progress reports from Lisa at committee 
meetings.  
 
A great vote of thanks is due to Graham Pooley for his vision 7 years ago of what 
BeeNews could become when we took over from Mike Hill and Audrey Gill. And 
thanks also to those amongst our readers who have provided words, words of 
encouragement and appreciation along our journey.  
 

 
Websites 
 

There has been little opportunity during the year to impliement any notable updates 
or indeed any real changes to either our Public or Members website. The templates 
that provide the basis for the look and feel of each site are now over 6 years old 
..and are lacking the ability to accommodate functionality that is becoming the 
expected norm.  
 

Members Website 
 

The priority will be to upgrade the Members website in order to facilitate the 
generation of BeeNews publications directly from the website’s topical content 
typicaly to be found on the websites NoticeBoard.  
Along the way, a bit of a facelift may be introduced. However the intention is 
to retain at least the general format of the behind the front page content, 
with efforts to review that content, much of which has been in place for 5 to 6 
years. 
There also remains scope to integrate the site with managed social media. 
Any member who feels they could contribute some time and expertise , 
however limited, in this area will be most welcome.   
 
During the past year, attempts have been made to significantly increase the 
numbers of ‘Followers’ subscribing to the site. However, it appears that whilst 
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it remains merely an option, the numbers of members clicking the Follow 
button has only increased from the mid 30’s, to become stuck in the mid 70’s. 
This despite a total membership of 235, of which some 180 were registered 
beekeepers. 
Subscription enables messages about the publication of new notices, events 
or even BeeNews editions to be automatically notified to the member’s email 
inbox. 
One way of overcoming the poor take-up will be to require subscription to the 
website in order to access any of its content, including BeeNews publications. 
This would have the added advantage of making the site more secure against 
non-members finding and accessing its content. 
  
Public Website 
 
Our public website continues to serve its primary role as an interesting 
landing place for the enquiring public. However, as the run up to our Honey 
Show this year demonstrated, more dynamism is needed to take Reigate 
Beekeepers too the public. 
During the last 12 months around 8573 site visitors (8269 in 2016/17) 
viewed over 18,800 pages (19,000 in 2016/17), averaging ~ 2.2 pages 
looked at by each visitor, static compared with the previous three years.   
Again, integration between the Public website and social media is needed and 
volunteers to pick this up and run with it will be very welcome. 
My thanks again to those who are hard wired in to field ‘website enquires’ 
submitted by the public on a wide range of topics. In particular I thank 
Sandy Benton for continuing to handle the offers of Out-Apiary sites and 
then also managing the list of those subsequently published on the Members 
website, and to Julie Thain for managing the listing of Beekeepers offering 
honey for direct sale to the public. This facility, introduced two years ago, has 
continued to generate the most feedback contacts during the year. 
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