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Reigate Beekeepers
BeeNews September 2018

Photo opportunity of the Month

Comments about and contributions for publication in will be welcomed by the editors.
For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 25th of the preceding month.

The Lion’s Mouth
Another of the wonderful, but no doubt totally
impractical, beehives exhibited in the fascinating
municipal Museum of Apiculture in Radovljica,
Slovenia. Made around 1930 the ‘hive entrance’ for
the bees is through the mouth of the lion. The
museum itself which is housed in a  baroque manor
house, was founded in 1959 by the Beekeepers
Association of Slovenia and amongst its exhibits are
250 hand painted beehive panels which reflects  the
importance of beekeeping in Slovenia where they
claim to love beekeeping more than anywhere else
in the world. Apiculture is certainly a prime part of
their culture and  called ‘the poetry of agriculture’.

Violet Carpenter Bee Photo and Text courtesy of Somerton BKA

Dates for your Diary

Date Event / Description Venue / Contact

Sep, Sat 1st Mickleham Village Flower Show (14:00 to 17:30)
Promoting Bees, Beekeeping, RBKA and Honey Sales.

Mickleham Vlg. Hall.
Jack Chapman

Sep, Wed 5th Winter Meeting (7:00pm for 7:30pm - 9:00pm)
Talk by Anne Coles - Baking Cakes&Biscuits Do's&Don'ts'

Woodhatch Centre.
Andrew Buchanan

Sep, Sat 8th Keith’s BBQ Garden Party (from 2pm)
Informal social gathering BYO Food & Drinks.

Merstham.
Keith Mackie

Sep, Sun 16th Surrey Hills Food Fayre (14:00 to 17:30)
Promoting Bees, Beekeeping, RBKA and Honey Sales.

Denbies, Dorking.
Richard Bradfield

Oct, Wed 3rd Winter Meeting (7:00pm for 7:30pm - 9:00pm)
Talk (to be advised)

Woodhatch Centre.
Andrew Buchanan

Oct, Sat 20th RBKA Beekeeping & Honey Show (10:30 to 16:00)
Promoting Bees, Beekeeping, RBKA and Honey Sales.

Dorking Chrst Centre.
R.Bradfield/C.Perry

Oct, Thur 25th

to Sat 27th
87th National Honey Show (times vary)

Lectures, Workshops, Show Benches and Trade Hall
Sandown Park KT10 9AJ

Bob Maurer

Nov, Sat 10th BBKA Module Exams
Revision over, day of reckoning. Good Luck.

Location as advised...
… by Celia Perry

Nov, Wed 14th RBKA AGM & Awards (7:00pm for 7:30pm - 9:00pm)
AGM proceedings + presentation of Trophies & Certificates

Woodhatch Centre.
Andrew Buchanan

More dates? The Members website has the full year’s Diary Dates Click Here

Got an unusual, topical, or interesting bee related image that could
be featured here?  Please send it to the editors today!

http://rbkbblog.com/events/diary-dates/
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Our website is updated much more regularly than this monthly
edition of , so click on Members Website for lots more

information and, all the latest news and activity updates.

Editorial

Your incumbent Editors are delighted and relieved to be able to announce that Lisa Gallo has
bravely agreed to take on the production of  in the VERY near future. Given that the task
has kept both of us pretty busy for a few days each month for the past seven years,
unsurprisingly Lisa would still very much appreciate other members to offer her their help in
regularly garnering articles, and submitting topical reports about RBKA’s and its Members
activities. Do please contact Lisa directly if you fancy trying your hand at being a news hound,
writing or editing.

The count down for our handing over the reins has commenced, with the intention that the
November  will be our last and that Lisa’s new format, new look, will burst upon the
scene in December.

Turning back to this month, September marks a dramatic change in beekeeping activity. All the
more so this year, as the prolonged weeks of a warm dry Summer came crashing to a sudden
end mid August and we seem to have plunged straight into the depths of Autumn. Be prepared
for coping with possible food shortages in your hives in the countdown to Winter. The NBU have
already issued a nationwide Honey Bee Colony Starvation Alert.

September is also the time to register your entries into our own annual Honey Show later in
October. Page 4 explains how you can help in the operation of the shows.

Members are also asked to help in the promotion and publicity of the show. This is always a
difficult issue for RBKA with limited funds to squander on professional press advertising. So, to
add to listings already placed in many freebie publications, look out for our posters and flyers
downloadable from our website(s) to distribute and display in the countdown to 20th October.

Richard & Graham

Countdowns to … a New Look, Winter and our Honey Show

http://rbkbblog.com


Page 3All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated

Members News

Well, that's another Summer over and done
with, but what a Summer! One that will be
referred to for many moons!

The average number of members and visitors
attending RBKA's Summer Training Sessions
this year, as at the 15th August, was 62! This
is only one below the average for 2017.

Thanks are due to all who have contributed to
a most enjoyable season, when rain fell in the
beginning of the season and when the sun
shone throughout June and July.

Now for the Autumn, another relatively busy
time in the beekeeping year. As the days
shorten and temperatures begin to fall, it is the
time to assess whether or not acaricides need
to be administered, to make sure that each
colony has sufficient stores to carry it through
the winter months and to also secure and
protect the hive and the bees against the
ravages of  mice, woodpeckers and the winter
weather.

It is about this time of the year when the
drones are driven out of the hive - no point in
nurturing the chaps when there are no virgin
queens to fertilise!

Please note …

The first Winter Season Meeting
Woodhatch Community Centre,

Wednesday 5th September
7:00 for 7:30 pm

With certain classes in the RBKA honey Show,
and that of the National Honey Show in mind
(both in October), we will be entertained with
a talk by a renowned WI Cake and Biscuit
Judge. Our very own Anne Coles will be giving
tips on 'Do's and Don'ts’ When Baking Cakes
and Biscuits.

At a recent meeting of the Committee the
Membership Fees for 2018/2019 were
reviewed, following a period of 3 years during
which they have remained unchanged.
Considering increasing costs to run the
activities within our Division, further
improvements planned for Henfold Copse and

BeeCraft increasing their subscription rate, it
was decided that changes were now necessary.
Full details of the Fees for 2018/2019, due on
1st October, will be displayed on our Website
and Subscription Renewal Forms will be sent
out shortly by our Membership Secretary, Sue
Hickson.

Of the new subscription of £65 for a Registered
Member wishing a hard copy of BeeCraft, it is
worth pointing out that a mere £17 will be
retained by RBKA.

Members are asked for early payments,
preferably by direct online bank transfer or by
giving or sending cheques to our Treasurer,
Vince Gallo.

Members are also asked to look for the Gift Aid
Declaration at the foot of the Renewal Form. If
you have not already done so, do please
complete that part so that RBKA can claim Gift
Aid on certain elements of the Subscription (see
Renewal Form for details), together with any
additional Donation you are able to give. It's
all grist to the mill!

Also with the Renewal Form there will be a
reference to the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) concerning membership
information held by RBKA.

Note that SBKA and RBKA have complied with
GDPR and the associated Privacy Statement
will be available to any member who contacts
our Hon Secretary, Gill Simpson.

Don't forget to diarize the ...

RBKA Beekeeping and Honey Show
on Saturday 20th October

at the Dorking Christian Centre

Richard Bradfield, Show Manager and Celia
Perry, Show Bench Secretary are hoping that
there will be a bumper lot of helpers and entries
on the day.

The Show Schedule is available via the website
together with entry forms.

Andrew Buchanan
01306 712773
07879 552582

andrewb38@btinternet.com

Winter Draws On

mailto:andrewb38@btinternet.com
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  Events News

As I trust you are aware, this year our ‘Beekeeping and Honey Show’ will take
place on Saturday the 20th October, in the Christian Centre in Dorking.
The changes from our ‘usual’ date and venue do themselves create a few

organisational issues that will be overcome, with everyone rallying round to
help make this event another great success to WOW the people of Dorking.

The Planning team of Celia Perry (Competition Benches & Judging); Julie Thain
(Promotion & Advertising); Sue Hixon & Sue Moore (Catering); Karen Ford

(Stall Activities); Pete Moore (Staging); and Mike Welch (Logistics) are currently actively
recruiting volunteers to fill remaining roles as Setting-Up Crew, Stewards, Demonstrators, Stall
Minders and Break Down Crew. No need to wait to be ‘asked’, just contact one of them or myself
directly to let us know when and what you could help with.
In previous years we simply asked volunteers to turn up and muck in. This year we will attempt
(at least) to allocate in advance who needs to be where and when, to do what.
Set-up & staging will all be carried out during the early morning of the 20th, commencing as
early as 6:30 am for some, and the public opening time has been put back to 10:30, to provide
a little more time for any last minute finishing touches.

PLEASE note that labels for your Show Bench entries will ONLY be available at either the Winter
Wednesday Meeting on the 3rd October OR during the morning of Show day on the 20th October
between 8:30 am and 9:00 am.
REGISTRATION of your Show Bench entries really should be made by the end of THIS MONTH,
the 29th September, to be able to then collect your labels on the 3rd Oct. Labels for late entries,
if accepted by Celia, will only be able to be collected on the morning of the show.
ALL Show Bench entries need to be brought or delivered to the Hall during the Saturday morning
between 8:00 am and 9:15 am on 20th October, and staged by 9:25 am. Judging will commence
at 9:30 am. There will be NO ‘drop off’s or ‘collection’ of anything the previous Friday evening.

So, if you have not already made a start, REGISTER your Show Bench entries NOW and get
going with their preparation …

On-Line Entry Registration is HERE, just click.

The RBKA Honey Show Schedule is HERE, just click.

… and ask one of the team how you can help on the day.

RBKA’s BeeKeeping & Honey Show by Richard Bradfield

NATIONAL HONEY SHOW - Lectures, Show Bench Entries and Stewarding
Hard on the heels of our Honey Show is the National Honey Show at Sandown Park in Esher.

Having done the work preparing Show Bench entries for our show, why not ALSO enter them
in equivalent NHS Classes. Nothing to loose, a whole lot of fun and more experience to gain.
Do not be daunted by the ‘National’ label. Entering the Surrey Classes to pit yourself against
our sister Divisions’ beekeepers can help to keep it all feel more local and less intimidating.

Download the NHS Excel Entry Form, just click.

Download the NHS Postal Entry Form HERE, just click.

The National Honey Show Schedule is HERE, just click.

Check out the Lecture schedule HERE and Workshop bookings HERE

And contact Bob Maurer if you would be able to help either as an NHS Steward, or on the
Surrey BKA’s stand in the Foyer … in return for free day entry to the event.

https://wp.me/p2VGpI-6Ow
https://wp.me/p2VGpI-6Ow
https://rbkbblog.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/honey-show-schedule-2018-final.pdf
https://rbkbblog.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/honey-show-schedule-2018-final.pdf
https://rbkbblog.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/honey-show-schedule-2018-final.pdf
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/files/2018/2018-Web-Entry-Form-ver2.xlsx
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/files/2018/2018-Web-Entry-Form-ver2.xlsx
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/files/2018/2018-Entry-Form-Print-ver1.pdf
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/files/2018/2018-Entry-Form-Print-ver1.pdf
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/files/2018/2018-Entry-Form-Print-ver1.pdf
https://rbkbblog.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/honey-show-schedule-2018-final.pdf
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/files/2018/2018-Schedule-Full.pdf
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/lectures-and-workshops.php#main
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/workshop-booking.php
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/files/2018/2018-Schedule-Full.pdf
mailto:bob@maurer.uk.com
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  Notice Board (click the          to also find it and more on our website)

Schedule Available and On-Line Entry OPEN
Start planning your Show Bench entries NOW for OUR Honey Show

Download the 2018 Schedule from HERE

Creative, Energetic and Enthusiastic Volunteers Requested
A small team are at various stages of planing arrangements, with

support and input from others being sought as the date draws nearer.
Set-up & staging will all be carried out during the early morning of the 20th.

Volunteers will be welcomed, no need to wait to be ‘asked’.
Contact: Richard Bradfield (team leader), Celia Perry (Competition Benches &

Judging); Julie Thain (Promotion & Advertising; Sue Hickson & Sue Moore (Catering);
Karen Ford (Stall Activities); Pete Moore (Staging); and Mike Welch (Logistics.

Arrangements for collecting Show entry labels and dropping off Honey Show entries are
also changing – see the 2018 Show Schedule for full details.

Beekeeping and
Honey Show 2018
Saturday 20th October

10:30am to 4:00pm

Christian Centre,  Church St, Dorking

http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
https://wp.me/p2VGpI-6Ow
https://rbkbblog.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/honey-show-schedule-2018-final.pdf
mailto:richard.d.bradfield@btinternet.com
https://rbkbblog.com/contact-celia-perry-show-entries-secretary/
sue.hickson@btinternet.com
mailto:mail@klford.co.uk
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Winter Meeting
Wednesday Sept 5th
The ‘Do’s & Dont’s When
Baking Cakes & Biscuits’
… a talk by Anne Coles.

Tips for preparation of your Competition Cake &
Biscuit entries for next month’s Honey Shows.

Woodhatch Centre from 7:00pm for 7:30pm start.

BBKA MODULE EXAMS

Completed application forms with
fees due to take Module exams this

November need to be with Celia Perry
by the 22nd September 2018.

Helping beekeepers manage
honey bee pests and diseases.

Visit their website here
for details and to book.

LASI Workshop
Integrated Varroa

Management
Friday 7th and

Saturday 8th September

Saturday 8th September
from 2pm in Merstham.

Bring your own food to cook, a bottle for
yourself, a savoury or sweet dish to share

and something to sit on.

RSVP to Keith Mackie by
mob: 07786 024325 or

email: Keith@MrMackie.com

When you joined your local beekeeping association you submitted information allowing us
to register you with SBKA, BBKA and Bee Disease Insurance Ltd (BDI) and with BeeCraft
Magazine and to allow us to keep in touch with you. We still hold that information for that
purpose as you are still a member. In future, a notice will appear on our membership form

for new and renewing members explaining how we use the information and notifying of
their rights. We are sending the following notice to all existing members to inform them.

‘SBKA, through its Divisions, collects and uses your personal data in accordance
with the GDPR. Our legal basis for processing this data is our legitimate interest

as a beekeeping association. We use the data for the administration of your
membership, the communication of information and the organisation of events,
training courses, assessments and exams. We may share it with BBKA, BDI, the
BBKA examinations Board and BeeCraft for the purpose of administering your

membership requests. We may also share it with HMRC to reclaim the tax if you
have submitted a Gift Aid Declaration. More detailed information is on our
privacy statement which can be found on our website or from your local

membership secretary.’

General Data Protection Regulation 2018 (GDPR) Notice

GDPR Image - euovps.com

http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/lasi/newsandevents/events/ivmworkshop
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/lasi/newsandevents/events/ivmworkshop
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/lasi/newsandevents/events/plantsforbees
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Henfold Apiary Managers,
Karen & Simon Ford, have a
number of volunteers to help
with the important task of
seeing the colonies at Henfold
through the coming Winter
and into next year, fit and
ready for the 2019 practical
training program.

The team will meet at Henfold, initially on
Wednesday evenings the 12th, 19th & 26th of
September and then on occasional Saturday or
Sundays mornings as needed, every few weeks

throughout the winter months of October …
through to the end of March.
There will be no obligation for all those
volunteering to attend each session. So if you
have not already volunteered, but would like to
be able to help on some occasions when notified
of a planned meeting, contact Karen & Simon
via hamt3612@gmail.com.
Not only would you providing a valuable
service, but you will also gain first hand

experience of undertaking important
winter beekeeping activities that you can

take and apply to your own hives.

Another ‘first’ for the pavilion at Henfold
was its use as the venue for our annual

Summer Extraction Day, on the 4th August.
Andrew Cornwall arranged and supervised the
full day of activity, that actually commenced the
preceding evening with the removal from hives of
(most) of the supers earmarked for extraction.
On the day, the total yields were:

Newdigate apiary (Henfold) =  347.6 lbs
Mickleham apiary =    85.0 lbs

Holmwood apiary (Vigo) =    11.4 lbs
Some hyper enthusiastic team members managed
to uncap, spin and start to filter at least 1 frame
with wax moth larvae before Andrew noticed and
segregated 27.8 lbs of that honey into a tub
marked Beefood. It will be good enough for winter
stores for any weak colonies at Henfold.
Vigo Farm supplied about 6 frames in total, 2 of
which were clearly honeydew honey. That comb
was cut out, crushed and double filtered to provide
less than 1 lb, but it may make for an interesting
tasting session.
Because none of the hives had cleared the supers,
when they were taken off by Mary, Jim & Andrew
during the Friday evening, a training session topic
next year will be on how to set a hive up properly
in preparation for extraction.
Andrew’s photos provide an insight into the very
busy scenes inside the Pavilion … and the
hardworking team taking a well earned meal break.
Well done to all participants and in particular to

Andrew Cornwall.
Now all we need to do is jar up the honey to sell.

2018 Summer Extraction at Henfold

  Apiary News
2018/19 Winter Team Ready for Action

mailto:hamt3612@gmail.com
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
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  Equipment News

Deputy Quarter Master Takes Over

Having served her apprenticeship during the summer months, graduating with
the honours of an efficient distribution of Winter orders;

Maggie Bourne has now taken over as our Quartermaster.
At the penultimate Summer Meeting evening in August, Andrew Buchanan was

delighted to announce that he was finally handing over the role he had only temporarily
stepped in to fill some years ago.

A past member, Richard Stuart held the role until he moved to Hampshire during 2015.
Phil Elwell had briefly taken over from Richard, but work commitments compromised his

ability to be regularly at the apiary each week, whereupon Andrew found himself back
with the job he first held whilst we were all still based at the Mickleham site … and before

becoming our Chairman.
Very grateful thanks to Andrew, and we all wish Maggie well in the role.

A Four Jar Frame DIY Suggestion
Making your own is

fun and saves money

  DIY Suggestions & Tips

Have you ever wanted to create an unusual
comb display ? Well here is another interesting
DIY project to try from Dennis Chow.

Make a small box that can fit into the super with
four holes at the base to allow the bees to get
in and start to make the honey comb in
inverted honey jars with the aid of a small piece
of wax foundation in the centre of each jar.

The jars inside the box are enclosed with
Perspex on both sides so that the progress of
the comb construction can be seen. Then a
bee-proof lid is added to  prevent the bees
making wax combs inside the box itself.

Initially the bees will be busy filling up the
combs on the frames in the super box and may
ignore the wax foundations inside the jars. But
eventually, all the combs in the frames will be
full and the bees will then start to get into the
jars and draw out the combs and fill them with
nectar. For Dennis this took only two weeks.

It is amazing, instead of building a flat surface
comb, the bees just make it round till they have
just enough working space between the wall of
the glass to the surface of the comb, then they
start to cap the honey. Dennis has no idea how
these small creatures can do such a clever piece
of engineering. Proving yet again what amazing
creatures they are !!

Note - your Editor Richard Bradfield has also
constructed a similar jar frame, and
subsequently won 3rd place at our own 2015
Honey Show and 2nd place at the National
Honey Show in the Interesting Exhibit classes.

Please contact Richard if you would like the
construction drawings. Making the frame is an
interesting DIY project, and watching your bees
make the comb is fascinating.

Photographs - Dennis Chow
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  Topical News
The Great British Bee Count - Identifies Rare Species

In the July edition of  we mentioned that
in recent years Friends of the Earth have
undertaken a nationwide survey of bees using
a smart phone app for people to record
information about their bee sightings. This app
is still well worth downloading because it
includes a very useful bee identification guide.

The survey this year took place from mid May
to end June and the results prove interesting
viewing. Click here for full details.

Over 483,000 records were submitted by nearly
24,000 participants, from the Shetland Islands
to the Isles of Scilly.

The information will provide a comprehensive
health check for Britain’s wild bees and other
pollinators and help identify how our wild bees
are faring, and may help future studies into how
factors like climate change and habitat loss are
affecting their numbers.

Participants were encouraged to send
photographs of the bees that they had seen and
identified. These were then checked and
verified to ensure that each bee has been
identified as the correct species. Verified
records were submitted to the National
Biodiversity Network Atlas (NBN). The NBN is
an online library that catalogues UK species
records. So all sightings will sit permanently
alongside other bee records from across the
country. The data in the NBN is  freely
accessible at www.nbnatlas.org/

Sightings will also feed into the government’s
Pollinator Monitoring Scheme (launched in
2017). Sightings are also shared with FOE’s
partner organisation, Buglife, where records
will assist its quest to restore pollinators to
cities through so called ‘Urban Buzz’ projects –
and its ‘B-Lines’ work to create a network of
pollinator-friendly wildflower corridors across
the UK.

So what did the survey find ?
• 50 different species were identified
• 73% were spotted in gardens

While many were ubiquitous species, there
were also some sightings of rare Species.

The long-horned bee (Eucera longicornis) was
recorded at only three sites—a nest site in
Cornwall and a lone male in an Isle of Wight
garden. Another was spotted at a new nest site
along Parkland Walk, London.

The bilberry bumblebees (Bombus
monticola) was noted in four sightings,
including the Lake District. This bumblebee is
mostly found in cool, upland areas and is much
scarcer due to habitat loss and possibly climate

change.

A fuzzy black bee was spotted in a Suffolk
garden which turned out to be a male large
garden bumblebee (Bombus hortorum). This
long-tongued bumblebee is the only social bee
that regularly produces all black individuals. It
has seriously declined due to the loss of
wildflower meadows, but is showing signs of
recovery, including moving into gardens.

Photographs - Laura Roberts / Maria Curtis

https://friendsoftheearth.uk/bee-count
http://www.nbnatlas.org/
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Participants were specifically asked to look out
for a number of particularly rare species,
among them the shrill carder bee (Bombus
sylvarum), which was spotted in a garden in
Stanford-le-Hope, Essex. Shrill carder bees are
being helped by ‘Back from the Brink’, a project
to improve and link habitats for this species.
Its work is focused on two of this bee's
remaining population strongholds, Somerset
and the Thames Gateway area.

A rare brown-banded carder bee (Bombus
humilis) bee was also spotted in  Essex at the
Wildlife Trust's Chafford Gorges Nature Park,
in a newly-created wildflower Meadow.

Visit the Friends of the Earth website for more
information and tips about how to spot these and
other rare species.

based on an article courtesy of Cheshire BKA

Rare Bees Photographs - Karl Dean

Nurse Bees Protect Larvae from Poisoning

Honey bees frequently forage on viper's
bugloss, a stunning purple blue flower
frequently found throughout Europe and known
by the Latin name Echium vulgare.

Unfortunately the pollen from this plant
contains extremely high levels of pyrrolizidine

alkaloids (PAs) as secondary metabolites, which
could potentially be toxic to honey bees.

Nursing bees protect the larvae from the toxic
effect of secondary metabolites of pollen
however.

A new study showed that while nurse bees
consume high amounts of these PAs in bee
bread, the brood food they produce has only
trace amounts. The nurse bees thus act as a
toxic buffer, tolerating much higher doses of
secondary metabolites and protecting the next
generation from exposure.

If the larvae are fed similar amounts of PAs,
they experience high levels of mortality.
Feeding on glandular secretions protected
larvae from excessive exposure to such toxins,
as only a very small fraction of the pollen PAs
was transmitted into larval food.

 Education News

Dates for November Modules
The date for the written modules is 10th November.

If you intend to take a module on that date, your fully completed
application form and cheque, or evidence of payment to BBKA at

Stoneleigh,  must be with me by the 22nd September.
I need a hard copy of the form.

A scanned and emailed copy will not be sufficient.
Celia Perry Surrey Exam Secretary

beeexams@hotmail.co.uk

mailto:beeexams@hotmail.co.uk
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Robbing is a situation in which a beehive is
attacked by invaders from other hives. The
invasion is serious for a bee colony for a
number of reasons:
● A hive defending itself against robbing will

fight to the death. This battle can result in
the loss of many bees and even destroy an
entire colony.

● If the hive is unable to defend itself the
invading bees (or wasps) can strip the colony
of all its food.

● Being robbed changes the disposition of a
hive. The bees can become nasty,
aggressive, and difficult to deal with.

In the Autumn when feeding your bees  after
any honey flow has ended is a prime time for
robbing to start, so be on the lookout for the
tell-tale signs.

Indicators of Robbing

A colony that is under attack will appear to be
more active than it previously was, but the
activity at the entrance is different. Bees when
they are coming back to their own hive land on
the periphery of the entrance then walk in.
Bees that are robbing will dart around at the
entrance, then make a dash for it, but straight
for the entrance, not landing on the periphery
as bees from the colony will.

Bees fighting outside a hive is an early sign
and can be confirmed by the erratic and
characteristic ‘zig zag’ flight of the robbers on
approach to the target hive. Guard bees
recognise this flight pattern and will be on high
alert. They challenge and examine all entrants
for a period of about 1-3 seconds by antennal
contact to determine a nest mate from an
intruder by their odour. An intruder is usually
mauled by the guard clamping onto a leg or a
wing and curling the abdomen into a position
enabling it to sting. A fight ensues and the
robber is marked with 2 heptanone from the
mandibular glands. Other guard bees
recognise the alarm and raise their abdomen
and sting chamber releasing a further alarm
pheromone, isopentyl acetate. If unable to
escape, the robber is stung and dies.

If your sense of smell is good you will be able
to smell the alarm pheromone which has a
banana-like scent and if you smell this when

examining the hive, be prepared for an attack,
or close up the hive till a later date.

If you take the crownboard off, robber bees
will fly out in a hurry.

Capped honey in the frames will have the
cappings ripped off and the holes will have
jagged edges.

If a target colony is weak and succumbs to
attack, silent robbing ensues. The colony
continues to work normally, while at the same
time robbers enter and leave the hive
unhindered. The only tell tale sign now is the
flight of the robbers returning directly to
another hive. Also, robber bees leaving the
robbed hive, fully laden, will have the rear legs
forward as opposed to a bee leaving the hive
on a forage flight, unladen, when the rear legs
will be trailing. Eventually, the robbed colony
will be devoid of stores, may abandon the hive
or even die off.

Dealing with Robbing

Once robbing starts it is difficult to stop, so it
is important to prevent it - robbing is often
brought on by the actions of the beekeeper
spilling sugar syrup on the floor, leaving brace
comb in the apiary or leaving hives open longer
than necessary.

Prevention measures include feeding your bees
at dusk when flying has ceased to reduce any
excitement and prevent the flying bees from
leaving their hive to search for the food source,
feeding all colonies at the same time and
reducing the size of the entrances down to
about ‘four bees wide’ or 10 mm so they can
be more easily defended - especially important
for nuc colonies.

If robbing has only just started and the colony
being robbed is strong in bees and queenright,
then close the entrances of all colonies up to
one bee space.

One method that is advocated to stop robbing
is to lean a sheet of glass (or polycarbonate)
against the entrance. The rightful entrants will
find a way round it, but the robbers will keep
flying into the glass and give up. You can also
try putting  some small branches with leaves
on in front of the hive to confuse the robbers.

Questions & Answers

What is Robbing ?
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Temporary screen attached to hive entrance

Another method is soaking a bed sheet in
water and covering the hive that is under
attack. The sheet (heavy with water) drapes to
the ground and prevents robbing bees from
getting to the entrance. The bees in the hive
seem to be able to find their way in and out.
During hot dry weather re-wet the sheet as

needed. Be sure to remove the sheet after one
or two days. By that time the robbing
behaviour should have stopped.

In an apiary if there is only one colony doing
the robbing and one being robbed it is often
sorted out by swapping places. This seems to
confuse them and generally works.

If the robbed colony has taken a bit of a
beating, then close the hive and move it three
miles or more away. In it's place put a brood
box with some honey on a plate or saucer
inside, or if there is a frame in another colony,
preferably the robbers colony, with a small
amount of liquid stores in, then place that in it.
Once the robbers have cleared it up they
should quieten down and return to normal.

courtesy of a number of sources, Lancashire &
North West BKA, Dave Cushman,

Beekeeping for Dummies
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 Horticultural News

Forage - Roses, but not always for Honey Bees

Not all roses are beneficial for bees, but bees
certainly like wild roses, and rosa rugosa which
are deliciously fragrant and adored by honey
bees, bumblebees and solitary bees of various
species.

Roses are not a source of much nectar, but do
provide pollen which is apparently like that of
the apple and is gathered happily by bees.

Like many other flowers, the most useful rose
flowers are the simplest single ones. Bees
appreciate single roses.  The classic long stem
double roses aren’t attractive to bees, but
single roses are open and loaded with  pollen
and perhaps even some nectar.

Bees are attracted to flowers that have a sweet
fragrance, fall into a certain colour profile, and
have a ‘cone’ type shape so that they can
easily insert their tubular ‘mouth’ to draw out
nectar.

Honey bees are less attracted to red roses,
they cannot see the colour red, so red roses
attract fewer bees.  Honey bees are attracted
to flowers that are purple and blue, followed by
yellow and orange.

Some bumblebees have a special relationship
with certain types of roses. For example the
shrub rose Rosa moyesii can be ‘buzz
pollinated’ when the bees vibrate their flight
muscles rapidly against the anthers. Pollen is
released when the plant is vibrated, which
bumblebees and some solitary bees do,
allowing them to collect pollen from this plant
more effectively than honey bees. The bees
make a loud buzz when vibrating the rose -
hence the saying ‘buzz pollinated’.

Photographs - lindasbees.org / buzzaboutbees.net
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