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Photo opportunity of the Month
Britain’s Largest Bee
Not all non native species are a threat to the environment
in which they inadvertently find themselves. The largest
bee found in Britain is Xylocopa violacea, or the Violet
Carpenter Bee which measures 20-22 mm in length.
Although not officially native to Britain it has bred and
over-wintered here. It often turns up in the South East
and has also been seen in the Midlands and as far north
as Yorkshire. It is a bee of the Spring time and in Europe
is seen on the wing from late January until June. It
burrows into plant stems and even sound wood to lay its
eggs. Its predisposition for burrowing into wooden pallets
might be a reason why it finds its way to this country.

Dates for your Diary
Date

Event / Description

Venue / Contact

July, Sun 1st

Gatton Country Fair (12:00 to 17:00)
Promoting Bees, Beekeeping, RBKA and Honey Sales.

Gatton Park
Mike Hill/Jack Chapman

Summer Apiary Meeting (18:30 - 21:00)
Practical training, hive manipulations, lectures & talks.

Henfold Copse.
Andrew Buchanan

BBKA Basics Assessments (10:00 to 14:00)
Candidates will be notified of individual start times.

Henfold Copse.
C.Perry & A.Cornwall

(SBKA) Summer Barbeque (18:00 to dusk & beyond)
Social gathering for SBKA members, partners, & friends.

Henfold Copse.
SBKA/Andrew Buchanan

Summer Apiary Meeting (18:30 - 21:00)
Practical training, hive manipulations, lectures & talks.

Henfold Copse.
Andrew Buchanan

August Sat 4th

RBKA Henfold Extraction Day (09:30 - end of day)
Harvesting the Training Apiary Summer honey crop.

Henfold Copse.
Andrew Cornwall

Aug, Sat 18th

Capel Village Show (12:00 to 16:00)
Promoting Bees, Beekeeping, RBKA and Honey Sales.

Capel Village
Mike Hill

Aug, Wed 29th

Last Summer Apiary Meeting (18:30 - 20:00)
Practical training, hive manipulations, lectures & talks.

Henfold Copse.
Andrew Buchanan

Aug, Wed 29th

End of Season Supper (20:00 - 22:30)
Informal Buffet Supper for as many as can make it.

The Surrey Oaks Pub.
Janice Whitehead

Sep, Sat 1st

Mickleham Village Flower Show (14:00 to 17:30)
Promoting Bees, Beekeeping, RBKA and Honey Sales.

Mickleham Vlg. Hall
Jack Chapman

More dates?

The Members website has the full year’s Diary Dates

Click Here

July, Wed’s
4th,11th,28th,25th

July, Sat 14th
& Sun

15th

July, Sat 14th
August, Wed’s
1st,8th,15th,22nd

Comments about and contributions for publication in

will be welcomed by the editors.

For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 25th of the preceding month.
All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated
Violet Carpenter Bee Photo and Text courtesy of Somerton BKA
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Editorial
Surprising Times
The beekeeping season, if not 2018 itself, is throwing up surprise after surprise so far.
J Not quite the extreme Winter that was feared … just prolonged.
L A stop-start-stop-start to Spring ... Confusing us and our bees.
J Finally - consecutive dry and warm Spring & May Bank Holidays … unheard of!
L A swarm season that wasn’t … or at least hasn’t come to much at all yet. About the only
colonies swarming seem to be our own, resulting in many as-yet-unfulfilled requests for swarms
from members starting out or keen to re-stock. And a drop off in Swarm Service donations.
J June gap! What June gap? With those fortunate to have well developed colonies … spring
honey harvests are looking good.
L Despite record ‘barbie’ temperatures, little or no appetite for our own Summer BBQ scheduled
this month so far. Book NOW for a great evening together, or it will be cancelled.
J A potential and willing volunteer has stepped forward to pick up the
reins (or did
everyone else step back?). More details soon about plans to steer the newsletter into a new
phase, more integrated within the Members website. Meanwhile additional help still welcomed.
L Research findings (so far) by our Vince Gallo, translated by daughter Lisa into language we
mere mortals can grasp … reveal that Darwin’s views on comb building are questioned.
It should not be a surprise that RBKA’s Beekeeping & Honey Show preparations are proceeding,
and that both the Honey Show Schedule and On-Line Entry form are accessible NOW via the
Members website here; with information about the Beekeeping exhibits and stands from here.
Similarly, the National Honey Show details can be found at www.honeyshow.co.uk
Enjoy July, and DO make that effort to enjoy a BBQ with your fellow beekeepers on the 14th.
Richard & Graham
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Our website is updated much more regularly than this monthly
, so click on Members Website for lots more
edition of
information and, all the latest news and activity updates.
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Members News
Summertime Activities Aplenty
from Henfold Copse are posted in the Pavilion
and on the Members Website.
RBKA's Taster Day, designed to introduce the Please Don't Leave Making Your Order Too Late!
public to the joys of beekeeping, together with
Some good news! Maggie Bourne has
the Mock Basic Assessment, giving members
volunteered to help with the Quartermaster
an idea of the test they will encounter when
Service with a view to taking over the full
undertaking the real thing, were very
responsibility next year.
successfully held at the same time at Henfold
Copse on a very sunny 16th June. Thanks to Looking into August:
all those who gave their time to ensure that
On Saturday 4th August, Andrew Cornwall
the attendees to both events found them
will once again be organising...
interesting, helpful and enjoyable.
RBKA's Henfold Honey Extraction Day
To those members aspiring to go on to pass
in the Pavilion, Henfold Copse.
the BBKA Basic Assessment on 14th/15th July;
the best of luck and I hope that you are all Andrew will be looking for a team of members
to help him and the new members invited to
successful.
join in and learn how extraction is carried out.
Talking of the 14th July, after the assessments,
On Wednesday 29th August our …
there will be the ...
End Of Season Supper
Surrey Beekeepers/Reigate Beekeepers
will
be
at
The
Surrey Oaks pub in Newdigate.
Bar-B-Q
Henfold Copse
The informal event is being organised again by
14th July, 5;00 pm until Dusk
Janice Whitehead, and will follow on directly
Details are published in the Pavilion, on the after the usual training session.
Member's Website and are included in the
So, many thanks to Maggie, Andrew and
Notice Board section of this (and previous)
Janice for their support ... and thanks also to
month’s
.
some other members who deserve a mention
Make notes in your diaries and add your names in despatches:
either to the list in the Pavilion, by e-mailling
Janet Kay, who despite working away
me or by using the website’s BBQ contact form.
from home each week, has quietly spent
Of course we hope it will be a warm and balmy
hours at her home filling jars with RBKA's
evening. Although, regardless of the weather,
honey to be ready for sale at various
Henfold Copse is a superb location for a
events throughout the season.
Bar-B-Q Party. I look forward to seeing many
of you there.
Peter Moore, who regularly visits Henfold
Copse in quiet times to mow the grass.
It is hoped that members from the other Surrey
Sue Hickson, Sue Moore, Sarah
Divisions will join members of RBKA.
MacDonald and Maggie Bourne who,
I know it is a bit early. But, as Honey Extraction
between them each week, look after the
begins in August, followed by applying
catering and clean the Pavilion before
Acaricides to colonies in efforts to control
leaving for home.
disease and mites, before then Feeding the
colonies;
some
forward
planning
is Their commitment and support is invaluable to
the comfort and pleasure gained from visiting
recommended.
Henfold Copse and to the general success of
At least it is if you are hoping to hire extraction RBKA.
equipment and/or to purchase jars, acaricides
Enjoy the excellent weather while it lasts!
and syrup through the RBKA's Quartermaster
Andrew Buchanan
Service.
01306 712773
Details and Prices of Equipment for Hire, Jars,
07879 552582
Acaricides and the arrangements for Collection
andrewb38@btinternet.com
All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated
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New Bee

Loadsa Honey, None to Sell

Congratulations to Laura Wilbrahams on the There remains an urgent need for additional
arrival of her not so little 9lb 8oz baby bee support for Janet & Brian Kay in the task of
Alexander at 2:48am on Friday 22nd June.
jarring up RBKA’s honey to offer for sale at THIS
Summer’s fairs and fetes … including for our
Beekeping & Honey Show event in October.
Jarred stock available to sell is now almost zero.
And it’s not as if we are short of honey!
Buckets of stock from the 2016 harvest of the
diivisions apiaries has only just been fully jarred
up. And with only a small proportion of the
2017 stock already jarred, we are fast
approaching the harvesting of more 2018
honey to add to Spring stock already taken off
at Buckland and Brockham.
Some experience in jarring up your own honey
would be required, and the availability of some
facility to melt set honey in buckets would be
an advantage … but not necessarily essential if
honey prepping and jarring tasks can be shared
between members. The application of the labels
afterwards could also be usefully included.
How about a consortium of members, prepared
to take on and share or collaborate in the honey
preparation, filling , lidding and then labelling?
An absolute cutie wrapped up in bee blanket
and matching hat; presents from Susan Tilley.
Best wishes to Mother & baby from all at RBKA.

Please contact any committee member or
email rbkawebmaster@btopenworld.com to
offer your services.

Equipment News
Bee Identification App for Your Phone
You will be aware that Friends of the Earth
have undertaken a great deal of work to
publicise the struggles that our bees face, and
get both government and the public involved
in initiatives to protect and encourage bee
development.
During the last six weeks they have
undertaken a count of all types of bees across
the UK. The results of this will be available on
their website soon,click the link below.
friendsoftheearth.uk/bees
The website is a great source of bee
information including videos, a bee saver kit,
and gardening for bees advice.

with identification of the various bee types,
and this can be downloaded to your smart
phone. Click the following link.

friendsoftheearth.uk/beecount?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIh6G5trTz2wIVZTPTCh1
It may be too late to take part in this bee count
Fjw0HEAAYASAAEgL7avD_BwE
but a very useful app was provided to assist
All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated
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End of 2018 Season - Quartermaster’s Service
VARROA TREATMENTS - Buying

ROUND HONEY JARS
1lb/454g

Without Lids (P)
With Lids
12oz/340g Without Lids (P)
With 63mm Lids
8oz/227g Without Lids (P)
With 63mm Lids
190ml
Without lids (W)
With 63mm Lids

£14.70
£22.40
£17.65
£25.90
£17.65
£25.90
£24.00
£34.10

/72
/72
/72
/72
/72
/72
/96
/96

MAQS Strips
APIGUARD

2 Hives
10 Hives
5 Hives
1 Hive

£14.30
£54.70
£20.40
£ 4.10
£ 7.80
£ 2.20
£22.80

B.S. Eke
API LIFE VAR (w) 1 Hive
THYMOVAR
5 Hives
OTHER TREATMENTS - Buying

HEXAGONAL HONEY JARS

ACETIC ACID
12oz/340g With 63mm Lids (W) £32.70 /84 CERTAN
8oz/227g With 58mm Lids (W) £14.20 /36 HIVE ALIVE
4oz/110g With 48mm Lids (P) £17.30 /72
LAST DAY for PLACING ORDERS for JARS
Wednesday 8th August

GLOVES

PROCESSING EQUIPMENT (HIRE)

Latex

Nitrile

1 ltr
100ml
500ml

£17.55
£14.00
£16.15
£63.65

Standard (JG)
Long Cuff (JG)
Opaque (JG)

£4.00 /100
£5.50 / 50
£3.50 /100

Extractor

Metal, 6 Frame, Manual (1 off)
LAST DAY for PLACING ORDERS for
Plastic, 9 Frame, Electric (1 off)
TREATMENTS AND/OR GLOVES
Metal, 9 Frame, Electric (3 off)
Wednesday 29th August
Wax Melter Brood Box Steamer
(1 off)
70 Ltr Wax Steamer
(1 off)
Plastic Settling Tank(s)
(various) LAST DATE FOR COLLECTING ALL ORDERS
Wednesday 26th September
ONLY from HENFOLD COPSE
Between 6.00pm and 8.00pm
Collections may be made on
any Wednesday Evening up to
26th September

Deposit of £20 per item, refunded only if
Equipment is Returned ON TIME and CLEAN.
Hire fee of £10 per item/week, Wednesday
to Wednesday.
LAST HIRE OUT DATE
Wednesday 12th September

WaspBane Revisited
Back in the September 2014 edition of
we featured the wasp trap called WaspBane.
The following is review of this excellent product
and the reasons why beekeepers should not be
taking part in the ritual mass slaughter of
wasps this Summer.

Vespula Vulgaris, the common wasp, will never
top the list of UK’s favourite insect. But we all
know that in the early part of the year, the
adult wasp does great good in gardens,
predating on caterpillars and aphids to feed
their own larvae, and on nectar and fruits for
their own energy needs.
The adult wasp also feeds on the sugary exude
produced by their own wasp grubs as they tend
them in the hive.

Wasps are gardener’s friends - we should not
slaughter them
All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated

But come late July, August, September and
beyond, they start to become real pests. The
main reason for this is the breakdown of the
nest culture, as the wasp queen completes her
purpose in laying males and the next
generation of queens and dies. So, no queen,
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no larvae, no sugary exude, and no social So, if the wasp colony receives no messages
from scouts from a certain direction, then
cohesion.
clearly there is no suitable forage there; it
The adult wasps are, in fact starving to death.
becomes a ‘blind spot’ as far as the colony is
No wonder they seek out any source of
concerned. So, they don’t waste their
carbohydrates – from naturally rotting fruits to
collective energies going there. And the effect
human food sources such as beers, sweet
is that the WaspBane trap catches very few
drinks, jams – and of course honey.
wasps, because They have gone elsewhere;
Some beekeepers, keen to protect their only the scouts perish.
colonies punch holes in jam jar lids and fill with
Of course, there are other types of traps; but
a mixture of cheap jam and water. And the
most of these require re-baiting every week or
trap fills to the brim with dead wasps after only
so – with (angry) live wasps inside. WaspBane
a few days ! Success ! Or is it ?
is deployed when wasps start to be a nuisance,
One of the social structures of the wasp hive, from late July or later, and lasts the rest of the
is the use of scout wasps to go and seek out season with no maintenance.
good sources of forage. Having found it, they
Beekeepers using WaspBane over many years
return to their nest and tell all their starving
report success in protecting their bee colonies,
mates – who desperately follow them back to
without the needless slaughter of garden
the source.
friendly wasps.
Now, there is a fatal flaw with the jam-jar trap:
it’s not efficient. Research shows that a small,
but significant, number of wasps escape the
jam-jar trap. And guess what happens ? Yes –
they go and bring their mates back !
No wonder the jam-jar trap is full. And where
is the jam jar sitting? Yes – right on top of the
hive. What folly.
The complete WaspBane trap costs around
The inventors of WaspBane spotted the fatal £26. The replacement bait chamber (for
flaw in the jam-jar trap: the fact that some subsequent years) costs £20.
scout wasps escape. So they developed a trap Care has to be taken in the proper siting of the
which, they claim, is nearly 100% effective in trap – downwind of the area to be protected.
trapping (scout) wasps.
More information about WaspBane, including
comparison videos and charts can be found at
www.waspbane.com/
For a good description of the life cycle of the
common wasp, see
everipedia.org/wiki/Vespula_vulgaris/
courtesy of Adrian Rhodes, Manchester BKA

Also please click
beekeepingforum.co.uk/archive/index.php/t-5818.html

It consists of a tall column, with entrances that
wasps can’t get out of. The column sits on a
bait chamber in which is a cocktail of special
chemicals and things like beer, rotting fruit
and maybe just a little honey. The scout wasps
cannot escape and perish.
All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated

For a fascination discussion on the ‘beekeeping
forum’ about the use of this type of trap, and
a detailed scientific insight into the behaviour
of wasps by ‘Karol’ who is a pharmacist and
co-inventor of WaspBane. Well worth scrolling
down and reading.
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Events News
South of England Show - Bees & Honey @ Ardingly, West Sussex

Honey sales, busy viewing galleries
and plenty of information greeted
visitors to the Bees & Honey marquee
during the 7th,8th & 9th June.
Reigate members featured prominently
as Stewards; on the Show Bench,
right; and in the results table, below.
Maggie Minter accepted a trophy
from Chief Steward Bob Barnes.
Maggie Minter and Celia Perry won the D.H.Wilkins Perpetual Challenge Cup for their 1st
place in Class 1: The Bounty Of The Hive.
Richard Bradfield 1st place & Celia Perry 4th place in Class 3: Two 1lb Jars Medium Honey
Richard Woodhouse 1st place in Class 5: Two 1lb jars of Granulated Honey.
Celia Perry 3rd place in Class 6: Two 1lb jars of Soft Set Honey.
Maggie Minter 2nd place & Eddie Webster 3rd place in Class 7: Four 1lb jars as For Sale.
Maggie Minter 3rd place in Class 9: One Frame of Comb Honey for Extracting.
Richard Bradfield 1st place & Bob Maurer 4th place in Class 10: Beekeeping related Photo.
Bob Maurer 1st place in Class 11: One Cake of Beeswax, 8-9oz.
Celia Perry 1st place in Class 13: Mead and/or Metheglin Dry
Maggie Minter 1st place in Class 14: Mead and/or Metheglin Sweet
Richard Bradfield 1st place in Class 15: Honey Fruit Cake.
Maggie Minter 2nd place in Class 17: On Pair of Candles, not dipped.
Bob Maurer 2nd place in Gift Class 19: One 1lb jar Medium or Dark Honey
Richard Woodhouse 1st in Gift Class 20: One 1lb jar Crystallised Honey
Bob Maurer 2nd place in Gift Class 22: Three pieces of Beeswax.
The South of England Honey Perpetual Challenge Cup for the most points achieved in
Honey Classes was won by Richard Markwick (Brighton & Lewes BKA).
A BBKA Certificate of Merit for Best Exhibit in the Honey Classes was awarded by the
Judge Hazel Blackburn, to Peter Coxon (High Weald, Sussex BKA) as the winner of Novice Class
12: One 1lb jar, liquid, granulated or set Honey.

Sue Hickson & Nigel Sones demonstrated their Skep making; Susan Tilley describes activity
in one observation hive to Show President - The Rt Hon, Richard Benyon MP and his wife;
Stewards, Daisy Day and Norman Carrick ponder activity in the other hive; Jenny Sparks
promotes Happy Paddocks Farm produce.
More photo’s & info on the Members website.
All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated
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Notice Board

(click the

to also find it and more on our website)

LASI Workshop
Plants for Bees
Saturday 28th July
Determining the most
attractive plants for bees
and other flower visitors.
How to help bees and other
flower-visiting insects by
planting the right flowers.
Visit their website here
for details and to book.

LASI Workshop
Integrated Varroa
Management
Friday 7th and
Saturday 8th September
Helping beekeepers
manage honey bee pests
and diseases.

20th October 2018

Visit their website here
for details and to book.

Honey Show
Schedule is
available NOW.
Registration of
Show Entries is
OPEN on-line.
See Honey Fair
posts on the
Members
website.

All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated
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DIY Suggestions & Tips
How to Keep Your Smoker Clean

DIY Suggestion

Making your own is
fun and saves money

Smokers get very sooted and can benefit from Step Three
a regular good clean. The following method was Wipe
found on the website beekeepinglikeagirl.com After 6-10 hours of soaking, remove the smoker
It takes about thirty minutes of active work and from the bucket and discard the water.
between six and ten hours for overnight soaking.
Using a cloth, wipe the smoker clean, both
inside and out. You may need your hive tool or
You will need:screwdriver to knock off some softened thicker
● A small flathead screwdriver or hive tool,
chunks of soot.
● Hot water,
When done, your smoker should be mostly
● Distilled white vinegar,
gleaming, but keep in mind that it won’t be
● A large bucket with handle,
perfectly like new. Some soot stains just stick!
● Twine and tape
Step One
Scrape and Chip
Scrape or chip the hard soot off the inside of
the smoker with your hive tool or some other
useful implement. It comes off in flakes or small
chunks.
Keep at it until most of the soot is gone, but
don’t worry if there is a little bit left. It will come
off in the next step – soaking.
If your smoker has a perforated removable
base plate at the bottom, pop it out, so you can
scrape the very bottom of the chamber, too.
Step Two
Soak
First, protect the bellows from accidental water
intrusion – cover the bellows’ air tube with
small pieces of tape.
Next, use twine to be able to suspend the
smoker in the bucket. The bellows will need to
be just above the eventual water level.
The bucket’s handle and the smoker’s heat
shield make great places to anchor twine.

What you burn in your smoker also makes a
Pour a cup of white vinegar into the bottom of difference, both to the soot and to the smell of
the bucket.
the smoke. When smoke is made from typical
materials such as wood shavings, pellets the
Then fill the bucket with hot water until the
smell can be unpleasant or like a barbecue. But
smoker is mostly submerged. Check to make
when the smoke is made from forest-floor pine
sure that water is not touching the bellows’ air
needles or spicy embers of sage, the smoky
tube.
aroma is sweet and pleasant like incense. So
Don’t forget to drop the fire base plate into the treat your bees, experiment and add items such
as citrus peels from your kitchen to improve
water, too.
the aroma and test how it affects the soot.
Soak for 6-10 hours.
courtesy of Wimbledon BKA

All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated
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Education News
Cognitive Aspects of Comb-building in the Honey Bee
Lisa Gallo poses some questions and extracts …Space. No bee has ever had to build
some hopefully simpler answers from the comb in space.
complexity of the full article.
Yes, they have. And actually, given there’s no
‘down’ they did a good job of working out how
In this research article published by Vince
to do it too. The comb shape was correct, the
Gallo and Professor Lars Chittka in June
only thing they didn’t get quite right was the
this year, they address an important question,
downward angle of the cells. But that’s not the
… was Darwin wrong?
only time they’ve been subjected to new
situations. 200 years ago an experiment
Wait, what? We are questioning Darwin
showed that, when faced with a piece of glass
now, really?
blocking their path, which the bees would
Yes. But not the whole evolution thing. In 1859 never have seen before naturally, they
Darwin called the building of honeybee wax adjusted the trajectory of their wax comb midcomb “the most wonderful of all known build.
(A) Faced with a hive that had
instincts”, but is it really an instinct?
a glass ceiling and floor, bees
would begin their construction
on one of the side walls.
(B) Before the comb had
reached the target wall, a
glass screen was placed over
that wall. The bees then
introduced a curve into the
construction, building cells
with expanding sizes on the
outside of the curve, and
reduced orifices on the inside.

Ok, how can we tell?

Well, first we have to make sure they’re doing
it on purpose. We’ve ruled out that it’s an
accident of chemistry meaning the hexagonal
shape is formed naturally when the wax is
heated, because it doesn’t get hot enough. And
besides, if you look closely you can see them
actively building it and on occasion, where one
bee is doing it wrong, another will come along
So what, if I see something in my way I
and correct her work.
move too.
The construction
of hexagonal
honeycombs
requires the
coordinated and
cooperative
activities of
many dozens of
individuals.

Are you saying some bees get it wrong?

Yes, but a collective of bees would have been
working on the comb. So quite aside from
having to see the problem from 5cm away,
they all had to agree that this odd reflective
thing was going to be a problem and decide to
move out of the way in the same direction.
Oh. Right, yes I get it now. So the bees
have to recognise the surface is different,
realise it’s a problem for the comb that
they haven’t built yet and then agree on a
course of action to fix the problem,
avoiding the bee equivalent of the
awkward hallway dance. So how do they
do that?

Yes. If a bee has seen naturally built wax and
had a chance to learn from it, she's more likely
to build it correctly herself. Where bees have
been taken away from their hive before they
emerged as adults they can sometimes build
wonky comb. So they almost certainly learn No idea, why do you think we’re doing
the finer details of construction from their research. I’ll let you know when we find out.
peers.
If you want to read the full story, the article is
Ok great, solved. It’s a little bit instinct available at:
and a little bit learning.
http://chittkalab.sbcs.qmul.ac.uk/2018/Gallo
Mmm, not exactly right either. What about Chittka_2018_Frontiers_Psychology.pdf
when they come across new problems, like if
Lisa Gallo
they get sent into space.
All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated
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Horticultural News
Forage - Blackberries (Rubus fruticosus)
The Blackberry bushes are beginning to flower caused blackberries to become unpalatable
which hopefully means a very busy and around 29th September – St Michael’s Day –
after which they should not be picked.
productive time for our bees.
Often referred to as brambles, these rambling
courtesy of Wimbledon BKA
thorny bushes are part of the rose family. They
are familiar to all of us and a defining sight in During this month there is also plenty of other
the British countryside.
wild forage for our bees, including:The flower in July and August, however, this ● Buttercups
year they have been starting to blossom since ● Field poppies (papaver rhoeas)
the last week of May – and the moment the
flowers appear, the bees appear too.

The blackberries will not actually appear until
early in the Autumn.
●
British brambles produce fruit and seeds without ●
fertilisation – a form of reproduction known as
apomixis. As a result, some species remain ●
extremely localised. Others are found all over ●
the British Isles. In fact, over 330 species have ●
been recognised in the UK, each one differing
slightly in fruiting time, size, texture and taste.
●
Blackberries have been around for so long that
their seeds are often found in human waste
unearthed at archaeological digs and they were
found in the belly of a Neolithic man uncovered
by archaeologists at Waltonon- the-Naze in
Essex. ‘Blackberrying’ is still a common practice
today and one of the few acts of foraging to
survive into the modern era.

Lawn daisies (bellis perennis)
Orchids including the spotted common Oxeye
daisies (leucanthemum vulgare)
Ragged Robin (lychnis flos-cuculi)
Yellow rattle (rhinanthus minor)
Himalayan Balsam (impatiens glandulifera) –
an invasive weed, but a very good and long
lasting nectar source for bees
and another berry - Elder berries

According to folklore, when the devil was cast
out of heaven by St Michael, he landed on a
bramble bush and cursed it. It was believed this

Did you know ?

Bee Facts

The 20th May has been established as world Bee Day.
Strongly promoted by Slovenia where beekeeping is an important tradition,
they have issued a special two euro coin. www.worldbeeday.org/en/

All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated
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Questions & Answers
What is the Native UK Bee ?
It is fairly certain that the Dark European
Honey Bee, Apis mellifera mellifera, has been
native to mainland Britain since before the
closing of the Channel Landbridge, when sea
levels rose following the last Ice Age. They
became isolated and adapted to the different
conditions they found themselves in. Apis
mellifera mellifera are native to the whole of
Northern Europe north of the Alps from the
Atlantic to the Urals, where they evolved in
isolation, having been cut off by such natural
barriers as mountains, water and ice.

This is probably not too surprising as native
drones will fly and mate in cooler and less
clement weather so that, over time, there is a
strong natural selection towards the native bee.
Also, native type bees are well adapted for
survival in our conditions so natural selection
will favour their dominance. So, if we stop
importing bees, in time, we may get back to
something like the lost Dark Bee.

In 1902, some beekeepers in the Isle of Wight
started to report colony losses due to a
mysterious illness which came to be known as
Isle
of
Wight
disease.
According
to
contemporary accounts, not all of which are
reliable or without vested interest, for the next
twenty years this disease spread through the
whole of the UK decimating colonies and
leading such a notable beekeeper as Brother Although the native British Black Bee was said
Adam to declare that Dark European Honey to be extinct in England by about 1920 due to
Bee was virtually extinct in the British Isles.
the ravages of the so-called Isle of Wight
In order to replenish the Nation’s honey bee Disease. It was also said that only through
stocks large numbers of colonies were importations from Europe could bees be kept
imported. These were largely but not going in England. However, writing forty or so
exclusively, A m carnica, the Carniolan honey years later, Beowulf Cooper in his book 'The
bee which is native to Slovenia, southern Honeybees of the British Isles’ describes many
Austria, and parts of Croatia, Bosnia and types of local British bee.
Herzegovina, Serbia, Hungary, Romania, and As mentioned a second demise of the local
Bulgaria, and A m lingustica, the Italian honey British bee was announced following the arrival
bee, which is native to the Italian peninsula. By of the varroa mite (ironically through imported
the 1950s it was generally thought that almost bees), which has been a scourge of our bees
all the honey bees in the UK were hybrids of since the 1990s. We are said once more to be
the various imported species.
dependent on imports. However, experience
From the late 1960s onwards, various suggests the contrary. Beekeepers in several
initiatives have been launched to re-establish areas have bees in their hives that show
the Dark Bee, but obtaining pure or fairly pure characteristics indicative of the native bee.
stocks to breed from has proved difficult and
courtesy of Lunne Valley BKA
wing morphology, a means of identifying Dark
Bee characteristics, has proved to be
Click here to read Jim Cooper’s post on the
unreliable.
RBKA Facebook page about the B4 Project However, DNA analyses of honey bees in Bringing Back Black Bees, and this link for the
mainland Britain are showing that in areas
B4 Project website www.b4project.co.uk
without imports of bees, 50% of the bees
genes are from the native species.

website

Go to FRONT PAGE for HEADLINE NEWS, APIARY TASKS, FEATURED ANNOUNCEMENTS and NEXT
BIG EVENT items. Visit the NOTICE BOARD for all the latest general information and to the
KNOWLEDGE BASE for beekeeping skills information. To see Who’s Who, look under the
MEMBERSHIP tab, and ALL the available Diary Dates are under the EVENTS menu tab, plus more !
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