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Reigate Beekeepers
BeeNews June 2018

Photo opportunity of the Month

Comments about and contributions for publication in will be welcomed by the editors.
For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 25th of the preceding month.

Foraging on Green Alkanet
Related to Forget-me-Not & Comfrey, Green Alkanet
is a member of the Borage family [Boraginaceae].

Although gardeners regard it as a real thug,
other species, like this battered and well worn

honey bee, clearly appreciate its benefits.

The image was captured by Jeremy Early, Reigate’s
natural history photographer ‘in residence’, who also

happens to be Chairman of the Bees, Wasps and
Ants Recording Society (BWARS).

Got an unusual, topical, or interesting bee
related image that could be featured here?

Please send it to the editors today!

Dates for your Diary

Date Event / Description Venue / Contact

June, Wed’s
6th,13th,20th,27th

Summer Apiary Meeting (18:30 - 21:00)
Practical training, hive manipulations, lectures & talks.

Henfold Copse.
Andrew Buchanan

June,7th,8th 9th South of England (Bees & Honey Show) (All Days)
Compete on the Show Bench - Help on Stands & Displays

Ardingly Show Ground
Online Entries

June, Thu 14th Albury Childrens Day (10:00 to 15:00)
Promoting Bees, Beekeeping, RBKA and Honey Sales.

Albury Estate
Mike Hill

June, Sat 16th Mock Basics (09:00 to 12:00)
Coaching and Revision for the Assessement in July.

Henfold Copse.
C.Perry & B.Maurer

June, Sat 16th Taster Day (10:00 to 16:00)
Presentations, Demonstrations and Practical Sessions

Henfold Copse.
M. Hill & Team

June, Sat 23rd Reigate Music Festival (timings tba)
Promoting Bees, Beekeeping, RBKA and Honey Sales.

Reigate Rugby Club
Vince Gallo

July, Sun 1st Gatton Country Fair (12:00 to 17:00)
Promoting Bees, Beekeeping, RBKA and Honey Sales.

Gatton Park
Mike Hill/Jack Chapman

July, Wed’s
4th,11th,28th,25th

Summer Apiary Meeting (18:30 - 21:00)
Practical training, hive manipulations, lectures & talks.

Henfold Copse.
Andrew Buchanan

July, Sat 14th

& Sun 15th
BBKA Basics Assessments (10:00 to 14:00)

Candidates will be notified of individual start times.
Henfold Copse.

C.Perry & A.Cornwall

July, Sat 14th (SBKA) Summer Barbeque (18:00 to dusk & beyond)
Social gathering for SBKA members, partners, & friends.

Henfold Copse.
SBKA/Andrew Buchanan

More dates? The Members website has the full year’s Diary Dates Click Here

http://www.seas.org.uk/info/competing/competing-south-england-show/bees-honey/
http://rbkbblog.com/events/diary-dates/
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Our website is updated much more regularly than this monthly
edition of , so click on Members Website for lots more

information and, all the latest news and activity updates.

Editorial

When Richard & Graham quite separately responded to Mike Hill back in September 2011 to
his request for someone to relieve him of the production of , little did Mike think that
they would both be quite happy to take on the ask together, and little did they even consider
that they might still be producing it nearly seven years later.

Much has changed within those seven years. The division’s facilities have developed and
grown beyond recognition and many’s expectations and Richard’s and Graham’s respective
involvements and participation in beekeeping have followed differing paths.

When Graham realised a couple of years ago that he was developing a sensitivity to bee
stings he took the decision to cease beekeeping. Despite withdrawing from active
participation, Graham has happily continued his involvement in the researching and
preparation of articles for, and the lions share of the compiling of, each monthly edition of

. However, he has now confirmed an already declared intention to bow out from the
role by the end of 2018 .. to understandably be able to focus on other activities.

Meanwhile, Richard became increasingly involved in other activities such as the websites,
providing promotional materials, becoming a member of the Committee and taking on the
managing of events like our own Honey Show .. as well as taking on the Vice Chairman's role
on the South of England Bees & Honey Show committee. Increasingly the monthly demands
of producing the BeeNews have been in conflict with other commitments. With Graham
certainly bowing out, Richard believes it would be a good time to also signal his intended
departure from the role.

The opportunity therefore presents itself for a new fresh approach to what  is, what it
could be, how it could be produced and consumed by members… and importantly, how it
might  be better integrated into the Members website and popular social media channels.

Richard & Graham

Time for a Change of Guard

http://rbkbblog.com
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Members News

Well, the fine weather in May has certainly
brought a substantial increase in activity of
bees both within the hives and in foraging!
One of my colonies decided to swarm while I
was away despite being given plenty of room
to work and store honey. I suspect that the
brood chamber became too over-crowded for
the Queen's liking.
My other colony, a stronger one, has so far,
stayed home and filled two supers and started
on the third. I will be making up an artificial
swarm from part of this colony very soon.
The weekly training sessions have, up to the
time of writing, averaged 63 attendees! I am
especially pleased with the number of new
members, many who have joined after
attending the Beginners Course in the winter.
A very warm welcome to all new members.
Village Shows have started and several
members have volunteered time helping at
events; but Mike Hill (01306 730668) will
always be looking for additional team members.
On a larger scale:   The South Of England Show,
at the Ardingly Showground, from the 7th June
to 9th June, includes a splendid Bees & Honey
marquee. A good number of Reigate members
are amongst an already full quota of Stewards;
but there will always be room for entries into

the Honey Show Competition being staged by
Pauline Sparkes. Please contact Pauline
(01293 862063) or email Richard Bradfield
by the 2nd June to register your entries.
The 16th June will be a very busy day at
Henfold Copse.
Several members will be mentored at a mock
version of the BBKA Basic Assessment.
Meanwhile, members of the public will be
visiting Henfold Copse to gain a Taste of
Beekeeping from a series of presentations,
demonstrations and practical sessions.
Looking towards July:

Surrey Beekeepers/Reigate Beekeepers
Bar-B-Q

Henfold Copse
14th July , from 5.00pm until Dusk

See the website, notices elsewhere in BeeNews
and in the Pavilion for details and booking
forms and lists. It is hoped that members from
the other Surrey Divisions will join members of
RBKA.

BBKA Basic Assessments
Henfold Copse

14th & 15th July.
Andrew Buchanan

01306 712773
07879 552582

andrewb38@btinternet.com

Showing and Sharing.

Creative and Fulfilling Opportunities
& RBKA’s Websites

We are keen to recruit volunteer editors for our
monthly BeeNews newsletter and to assist with
our Public and Members websites.
The present team have been in harness for 7
years now. Whilst enjoying the roles, both wish
to stand down from active duty in these roles.
There will be a clear opportunity, supported as
needed, to develop and more closely integrate

 and the Members website.
Some previous editorial experience and
competence with publishing software and using
website templates would be an advantage but
not essential. As with beekeeping, learning
on-the-job is possible.
Please contact the editors or email
rbkawebmaster@btopenworld.com to
express interest and learn more.

Jarring up RBKA’s SURREY HONEY

The filling of Honey from our (still growing)
stocks has been just about keeping up with
rates of sale through various Summer Shows
and Fetes and off season from the Pop-Up shop.
For many months now the task has been
accomplished by just one volunteering
member. Janet Kay at least deserves some
help in the task, if not the occasional rest.
Some experience in jarring up your own honey
would be required, as would the availability of
a honey warming facility to melt set honey in
buckets and if needed, warm honey prior to
actually filling, lidding and then labelling.

Please contact any committee member or email
rbkawebmaster@btopenworld.com to offer
your services.

mailto:beesandhoneyinfo@gmail.com
mailto:andrewb38@btinternet.com
mailto:rbkawebmaster@btopenworld.com
mailto:rbkawebmaster@btopenworld.com
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  Events News
Surrey County Show - @ Stoke Park, Guildford
By way of a complete contrast with last year’s event, all those involved with the Bees & Honey
tent at the Surrey County Show enjoyed some rather fine weather.

And in addition to basking in the warmth of the day, the SBKA
organisers of the Bees & Honey marquee and the many volunteer
Stewards, led by Chief Steward Michael Main (Weybridge Division -
pictured left, centre), were able to bask in the prestigeous honour
of being presented with a trophy by the County Show organisers
for being the show’s Major Exhibit Award Winner.

The Show Benches were well stocked with entries from SBKA members.

Although it must be said that there were not many exhibits submitted by Reigate members.
However, between the two of them they did manage
1st Place in ‘Class 299 - A Single Piece of Wax (425g - 482g)’ to Bob Maurer, who thereby
later presented himself with the Ken Reed Memorial Cup.
2nd Place in ‘Class 311 - Sale display: Six jars of honey’ to Richard Bradfield, that possibly
contributed to the same stock eventually selling out from the Honey Sales Stall.

The principle competition for points was between Farnham, Guildford and
Weybridge divisions.
This year, Farnham emerged winners (once again) to win the Vincent
Challenge Cup for the B.K.A division gaining the most points from its
members, presented by Bob Maurer to Hazel Sharples of Farnham.

The remaining Surrey trophies awarded were:
The Golder Memorial Trophy

for the Surrey member winning the Novice class (312) - to Edwina Wardle (Weybridge).
The Colman Cup

for the Surrey Member winning the Cut Comb class (304) - to Peter Dawson (Guildford).
The Composite Cup

for the Surrey member gaining the most points - to Rosalind Clague (Farnham).
National Honey Show Blue Ribbon - Best in Show

for the single best exhibit - Peter Dawson (Guildford).

Inspired to have a go in Competition? Still time to register entries (by the 2nd June) into the
South of England Honey Show (see page 5)

  Apiary News

If you go down to RBKA’s Out Apiaries these days, you will be sure of some big suprises!

Firstly, the Vigo Farm site is now being managed by a ‘consortium’ of members led by
Mike Lowe with resident colonies currently being treated to 5* accommodation upgrades.

Secondly, management of the Mickleham site is transferring from Jack Chapman to
Mary Wynn, aided and abetted by husband Jim and mentoring from Vince Gallo.

Finally, whilst the training groups at Henfold scratch their heads about what is (or is
not) going on in their hives, consider that under the stewardship of Richard Ramsden,
the Buckland and Brockham apiary sites have between them just yielded a very
welcome 153lbs of Spring Honey.
Thanks and Congratulations to Richard. Maybe a ‘Winter Talk’ about how that was
achieved would be appreciated by many later this year.

Out-Apiaries move up a few gears.
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  Notice Board (click the          to also find it and more on our website)

Equipment Product/Price List
2018

Available on the
Members website

CLICK HERE

The listing
provided by our

Quartermaster, is
based upon the Paynes Southdown
Bee Farms Ltd own current 2018

price listings in their catalogue and
on their website.

The discounted ‘Member Price’
shown in the list applies ONLY
to orders placed with the RBKA

Quartermaster.

Collect your orders from Henfold.

NO additional Delivery Charges.

The Laboratory of Apiculture
and Social Insects (LASI) at the
University of Sussex are
running Workshops in July &
September that may be of
interest to members.

Determining the Most Attractive Plants
for Bees and other Flower Visitors

How to help bees and other flower visiting
insects by planting the right flowers

Workshop date: Saturday 28th July 2018

Visit their website for details and to book.

Integrated Varroa Management

A workshop to help beekeepers manage
honey bee pests and diseases.

Workshop dates: Friday 7th and Saturday
the 8th September 2018

Visit their website for details and to book.

http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://www.seas.org.uk/info/competing/competing-south-england-show/bees-honey/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
https://rbkbblog.com/2018/03/03/equipment-product-price-list-2018/
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/lasi/newsandevents/events/plantsforbees
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/lasi/newsandevents/events/ivmworkshop
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Questions & Answers

How do I Know my Bees are Queenless?
Often the concern of new beekeepers, and it is
true that colonies do sometimes ‘lose’ their
queens, but this is more often the fault of the
beekeeper, who may have dropped her in the
grass or inadvertently squashed her.

This is a very good reason for marking queens
so that they can be easily spotted.

However, queens can go missing on mating
flights: they may b eaten by a bird, lose their
way back home, or enter the wrong hive.

Swarms can sometimes prove to be queenless,
but, leaving all that aside, the most common
time that queens appear to be absent is round
about the time of swarming.

So let’s consider the timetable for a new queen
to be functional following a swarming event.
● Day 1 - the day the swarm departs.
● Day 8/9 - the day the first young queen

emerges from her queen cell.
● Day 14 – Queen is mature
● Day 14 - ? Queen mating flights, dependent

on weather.
● Day 18 - ? Queen starts to lay eggs. (A few

days after her mating flights)

Make a careful note of when the swarm
departs, because it is at least 18 days (often
longer) before the new queen will be laying. If
casts emerge it will be even longer before the
colony settles down with one queen and if the
weather is poor, it may be much longer before
the queen is able to mate. Remember, she can
mate during the first month of her life
although, given favourable conditions, she will
mate as soon as she is mature.

A rough rule of thumb is that the new queen
should be laying by the time the last of the
sealed brood from the previous queen is
hatching.

During the period when an unmated queen is
in the hive, there is a distinct  possibility that
she will fly off the comb if disturbed by looking
for her and bear in mind that she will be much
harder to spot than a mated queen. She may
not come back and the colony will be well and
truly queenless, with no hope of making a new
one. The answer is to leave well alone and
allow the bees to do their job of nurturing the
new queen and getting her safely mated. Even
newly mated queens can be quite flighty, so
take extreme care when inspecting and always
be ready to close the hive up quickly and do
not necessarily be in too much of a hurry to
mark them.

When a new queen starts to lay, she does it
slowly at first, just a few eggs and it takes
about a week for her to build up to a good rate.
It is very easy to miss these first few eggs. I
speak from personal experience!

Another point to consider is that new queens
often lay two eggs in a cell. It seems that they
need practice before they perfect their
technique. This can lead beekeepers to think
they have laying workers when they have no
such thing. So be very cautious before you
decide that you have no queen following
swarming.

It is unusual for a laying queen to just
disappear from a hive. She is such an
important individual that the bees will always
ensure that they have a new one, or a queen
cell, before they will risk the existing queen.
Queens can get sick and die, but this is quite
unusual.

So, the rule is to always ensure that the queen
is in a safe place when the hive is being
manipulated. Some beekeepers use a small
nuc box with a fixed floor and lid put the frame
containing the queen when they find her. You
have to remember where this frame came
from so that it goes back in the same place.

You can test for queenlessness by putting a
frame of eggs and very young larvae from
another hive into the suspect colony. A
queenless hive will usually draw out some
queen cells but often as not, they will ignore it
and later you will find a perfectly good queen.

courtesy of Celia Davis, Warwickshire BKA

Image - Wimbledon BKA
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 Horticultural News

Plants that Attract Bees

Buckeye

Sweet Cicely

Dandelions

Bee on Holly

Want to attract more beneficial insects to your
garden ?
Little Green Space suggests six insect-friendly
plants. www.littlegreenspace.org.uk

We all know bees are vital for pollinating crops
and that around one third of the food we eat is
pollinated by bees. But as well as honey bees
and bumblebees there are also more than 200
species of solitary bee – and they play an
equally important role in pollinating flowers,
fruit and vegetables. Butterflies, moths,
hoverflies and wasps are also useful pollinators,
while other insects, such as lacewings and
ladybirds put their use to pest control.

The challenges faced by pollinators include loss
of habitat, lack of food and damage caused by
the use of chemicals. The loss of flower-rich
meadows and hedgerows is a major
contributor. Insects need our help – and the
good news is that it’s quite easy to create
insect-friendly spaces in our gardens.

Don’t be too tidy. Hollow stems of dead plants
provide homes for hibernating insects, so wait
until spring before pruning and strimming.
Avoid cutting back ivy – flowers provide vital
late-season nectar for bees and butterflies
when few other sources are available. Over-
wintering butterflies often hunker down in its
protective foliage.

Leave a patch of uncut grass or strips around
the edges of the lawn to act as corridors for
small creatures, and as a place for over-
wintering insects to shelter. Clover, buttercups,
daisies and dandelions often appear in uncut
grass, providing nectar. Long grass is an
excellent habitat for nesting bumblebees.

In fact, the more wild areas you can create in
your garden, the better. An undisturbed corner
that’s left to its own devices, especially with a
pond, can support all kinds of wildlife. Nettles
are especially useful – a single patch can
support over 40 species of insects, and the
plants provide food for caterpillars – so are
good for butterflies, especially small
tortoiseshells and peacocks.

Invertebrates love decaying wood, so leave
fallen branches in situ or create a log pile. Any
damp corner that’s not doing a lot else is great
for this type of habitat. Stag beetles will enjoy
this.

Remember to include some night-scented
plants for moths – nicotiana and honeysuckle,
for example, but avoid frilly double-flowered
varieties, as these contain little nectar and are
difficult for pollinators to access.

courtesy of Wimbledon BKA

DANDELIONS ARE POPULAR WITH BEES, BUTTERFLIES, HOVERFLIES
AND LACEWINGS. THE BRIGHT YELLOW FLOWERS START APPEARING

IN EARLY SPRING, AND CONTINUE RIGHT THROUGH TO AUTUMN,
SO ARE A READILY AVAILABLE YEAR-ROUND SOURCE OF NECTAR.

SEDUMS BLOOM WELL INTO AUTUMN, PROVIDING A LATE FEAST
FOR BEES, BUTTERFLIES AND HOVERFLIES – MANY INSECTS NEED
THIS BOOST NEAR THE END OF THE YEAR TO SEE THEM THROUGH

WINTER

SCABIOUS IS A SUPER LITTLE PLANT WITH PURPLE FLOWERS THAT
KEEP GOING RIGHT THROUGH SUMMER. TO ATTRACT BUTTERFLIES
SUCH AS PAINTED LADIES AND RED ADMIRALS, AS WELL AS BEES,

CHOOSE SCABIOSA ‘BUTTERFLY BLUE’. SO ARE A READILY AVAILABLE
YEAR ROUND SOURCE OF NECTAR.

SNOWDROPS ARE ONE OF THE FIRST FLOWERS TO BLOOM –
SOMETIMES AS EARLY AS JANUARY. THEY MAKE A BRILLIANT

BREAKFAST FOR INSECTS EMERGING FROM HIBERNATION DURING
WARM SPELL.

BUDDLEIA IS ALSO CALLED THE “BUTTERFLY BUSH” – PLANT
SOME AND YOU’LL SEE WHY – BUT BEES LOVE IT TOO. IT’S EASY
TO GROW IN SUN OR SHADE – JUST CUT IT BACK IN SPRING FOR

LOADS OF NEW SUMMER FLOWERS.

LAVENDER HAS LOVELY LILAC FLOWERS AND A WONDERFUL,
RELAXING SCENT. BEES LOVE IT, AND THERE’S NOTHING LIKE THE

SIGHT OF A BUMBLEBEE DANGLING UPSIDE DOWN ON A LAVENDER
FLOWER TO LIFT THE SPIRITS.

Photographs  - www.littlegreenspace

http://www.littlegreenspace.org.uk
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 Topical News

Go to FRONT PAGE for HEADLINE NEWS, APIARY TASKS, FEATURED ANNOUNCEMENTS and NEXT
BIG EVENT items. Visit the NOTICE BOARD for all the latest general information and to the
KNOWLEDGE BASE for beekeeping skills information. To see Who’s Who, look under the
MEMBERSHIP tab, and ALL the available Diary Dates are under the EVENTS menu tab, plus more !website

Bee Biology - Sense of Smell

How do honey bees detect scents ?

Honeybees have been around on this planet for
over 34 million years and during that time
have evolved some remarkable adaptations.
One is their capability to detect scents.

The honey bee has no nose! Instead, it has a
pair of moveable antennae on its head, which
it uses for a range of functions. The antennae
on female bees have 12 segments while the
males have 13. Each antenna has an elbow-
like joint, which allows it to move in many
directions.

Specialised sensing cells on the antennae allow
the bee to smell, taste, hear sounds, feel by
touch, sense airspeed during flight and detect
temperature, humidity and carbon dioxide
leels. Some of the smell sensors are
specialised for detecting the mating hormones
secreted by virgin queens – not surprisingly,
only drones possess these sensors.

Previous photograph is an electron microscope image
of the surface of a honeybee antenna showing the

many different types of sensing cells.

Female honey bee antenna which has 12 segments

The honey bee spends most of its time in the
dark inside the hive and its sense of smell is a
very important way of knowing what is
happening around the bee.

Each nest has a distinct smell signature that
comes from the specific mix of pheromones
secreted both by workers and most importantly
by the queen. The bees can tell friend from
stranger by their scent as well as knowing
whether the queen is present, healthy and
laying well. The Nasonov pheromone has seven
distinct components, which the bees can detect,
and the queen secretes a complex cocktail of
pheromones. The rich and complex odour
environment of the nest guides the behaviour
of the colony.

Once the foraging bee leaves the nest it uses
its sense of smell to locate and distinguish
between different forage plants, which each
give off a unique blend of odour chemicals.

When a beekeeper opens up a colony and
removes hive components, for example by
lifting out frames to inspect them, it is bound
to disturb the balance of smells within the hive.
It can take up to 48 hours for the colony to
re-establish its scent equilibrium. Perhaps we
beekeepers need to be aware of this when we
decide whether it is necessary to open up our
hives.

courtesy of John Eaden Manchester BKA

Photographs - University of Texas and Manchester BKA  -

http://rbkbblog.com/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
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