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Reigate Beekeepers
BeeNews March 2018

Photo opportunity of the Month

Comments about and contributions for publication in will be welcomed by the editors.
For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 25th of the preceding month.

Up Close and Personal
This magnified photograph of the varroa mite shows
why it is called ‘destructor’. You can see it’s
formidable ice-axe-like weapon of attack, the
palptarsi claws, and Adam Leitch explains “the large
red spikes on the claws pierce the body of a victim
bee so that the mite can hold on tightly. The mite
then feeds on adult bees and larvae by sucking
haemolymph, or bee blood, using its mouthparts,
coloured yellow in the photo, like a harpoon to
penetrate and secure itself onto the host bee.” Adam
has been working with Dr Jonathan Salvage at
Brighton University using a scanning electron
microscope to take images of the tiny varroa
destructor and understand how it transmits viruses
to bees whilst feeding on them.

Dates for your Diary
Date Event / Description Venue / Contact

Mar, Wed 7th Winter Season Meeting (19:00 for 19:30 - 21:00)
Making Hornet Traps’ - talk/workshop by Andy Robinson

Woodhatch Centre.
Andrew Buchanan

Mar, Sat 10th CPR Course (09:00 - 13:00)
Course by Andrew & Melanie Carne for SBKA First Aiders

Henfold Pavilion.
Andrew Buchanan

Mar, Sat 17th Henfold Tidy-Up & Frame Making (09:00 - 13:00)
Volunteer to help with pre-season apiary preparations.

Henfold Pavilion.
Simon & Karen Ford

Mar, Sat 24th Henfold Mentor Briefing Morning (09:00 - 13:00)
Training plans and arrangements presented & explained.

Henfold Pavilion.
Mike Hill

Mar, Sat 24th BBKA Module Exams (Candidates advised of timings)
Revision over … sharp pencils now needed.

Venues tba.
Celia Perry

Apr, Wed 4th 1st Summer Season Apiary Meeting (18:30 - 21:00)
Practical training, hive manipulations, lectures & talks.

Henfold Copse.
Andrew Buchanan

Apr, Sat 7th RBKA Auction of Bees & Beekeeping Eqp. (from 8:30)
Sell your surplus and bid for those needed items.

Mickleham Vlg Hall.
Vince Gallo

Apr, Sat 7th Spring Bee Health Clinic (10:00 to 14:00)
Be aware, have ALL your colonies checked for Nosema.

Mickleham Vlg Hall.
Bob Maurer

Apr, Wed’s
11th, 18th & 25th

Summer Apiary Meeting (18:30 - 21:00)
Practical training, hive manipulations, lectures & talks.

Henfold Copse.
Andrew Buchanan

More dates? The Members website has the full year’s Diary Dates Click Here

To see more amazing photos click
https://www.brighton.ac.uk/about-us/news-and-
events/news/2018/02-06-the-weapon-of-mass-

destruction-thats-killing-honey-bees.aspx

Got an unusual, topical, or interesting bee related image that could
be featured here?  Please send it to the editors today!

http://rbkbblog.com/events/diary-dates/
https://www.brighton.ac.uk/about-us/news-and-events/news/2018/02-06-the-weapon-of-mass-destruction-thats-killing-honey-bees.aspx
https://www.brighton.ac.uk/about-us/news-and-events/news/2018/02-06-the-weapon-of-mass-destruction-thats-killing-honey-bees.aspx
https://www.brighton.ac.uk/about-us/news-and-events/news/2018/02-06-the-weapon-of-mass-destruction-thats-killing-honey-bees.aspx
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Our website is updated much more regularly than this monthly
edition of , so click on Members Website for lots more

information and, all the latest news and activity updates.

Editorial

The mercury has headed south, but the ‘summer’ season remains only weeks away. Our bees
may be putting some activities within their hives on temporary hold, but as soon as the weather
does turn more favourable … they will be moving up a few gears. So make sure your bees have
adequate stores now, don’t be caught out when they resume their expansionist ambitions.
The arctic chill failed to dampen enthusiasm for a couple of pre-season events, as our Events
News reports on the Spring Lunch and the Soaps, Lotions & Potions workshop convey. It is
expected (hoped?) that by the time of the Henfold Tidy-Up day on the 17th March we will not
be having to add ‘snow clearing’ to the list of tasks. But no need to worry if it’s still a little chilly
by then … the combination of your own warm clothes, healthy outdoor activity, supplies of soup
and bacon butties, and the warm glow of satisfaction from a job well done; will see us through.
We also need to raise our game in preparing to deal with the Asian Hornet at some time in the
future. To kick start that activity, the March Winter Meeting in the warmth of the Woodhatch
Centre will be devoted to making simple Hornet Traps. Bring an empty 2L PET bottle with you.
We hope the front page image was not too scary. As they say, it’s good to know your enemy.
Another of ‘our’ enemies is Nosema. The comprehensive article on the topic this month, as well
as informing, serves as a prompt to make good use of our in-house Bee Health Clinic. It will be
operating on the same day and same place as our Auction of Bees & Beekeeping Equipment
that you will of course be attending anyway … so bring samples from your colonies then.
Finally, thanks to those of you who took up the emailed invitation to subscribe to and ‘follow’
the Members website. But many more have not yet done so. We can’t force you, but we do
encourage subscription as a simple way to keep up-to-date with RBKA events.

Richard & Graham

Falling Temperature and Rising Tempos

http://rbkbblog.com
https://wp.me/p2VGpI-6GW
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Members News

Harking back to February, several highly
enjoyable events took place:-
● David Rudland gave a very interesting talk on
the many 'Uses for a Nucleus Box'.
• Julie Thain organised our Spring Lunch at the
Grumpy Mole and was joined by 20 other
members who enjoyed an excellent meal.
• Susan Tilley arranged a workshop for making
'Lotions & Potions’ using honey and bees wax.
This workshop proved so popular that a second
session in the afternoon had to be arranged. By
all accounts, an informative and enjoyable course.
• The sun appeared for several hours on a few
days. This encouraged my bees to emerge to
check out that their hives are in the same place
as they were before the Winter set in!
• Container No. 2 has been reorganised to now
contain the Quartermaster’s Equipment for use
in our apiaries and for sale to members, together
with RBKA's Honey Store.
• Container No. 3 (the new one) has been
internally divided in two.
The section nearest the Pavilion contains 'heavy
duty equipment' e.g. the mower. The section
nearest the bees (accessed by the side door)
contains Bee Suits for use by visitors. New
All-in-One Bee Suits have been bought. They are
coloured to denote the size. Some of the old
Jacket & Veil Suits have been retained and have
coloured patches on them to denote their size.
Now that warmer weather is on the way, colonies
populations will be increasing very quickly.
Members are encouraged to ensure that they
have enough equipment to ensure that their bees
have sufficient space in the hive to help reduce
the chance of swarming and also to see through
their plan of campaign for the year.
Once again, I am pleased to say that Paynes
Southdown Bee Farms have agreed to discount
their prices for any RBKA member who places an
order through RBKA's Quartermaster.
Your Quartermaster for 2018 (that’s me!) will be
pleased to take orders for any items shown in the
Discounted Catalogue which may be found on the
member's website. During March, orders may be
placed either at RBKA meetings or events, or by
telephone. During the summer months, orders
may be placed only at the Training Sessions on
Wednesday's evenings when the Quartermaster
Store will be open for order placing and/or order
collecting from 7:00 pm until 8:00 pm.

Payment MUST be made at the time of placing
ALL orders. Collection of orders will normally be
available from Henfold Copse on the 2nd
Wednesday after the Wednesday on which the
order is made.
This is the last year that I will be prepared to act
as Quartermaster. It is therefore hoped that
another member will step forward to take over
responsibility. Without a volunteer to do this job
the provision of discounted equipment, much of
it when needed urgently, will cease.  See the
advertisement on the Notice Board.

As for March, apart from checking on the state of
each of RBKA's colonies on sunny days, there is
much to do to prepare Henfold Copse in readiness
for the Summer Training Sessions  - sunny or not!
Grass Mowing, Leaf Sweeping/Blowing, Copse
Debris Clearing, Bon Fire, and Bush Planting are
just some of the jobs that need to be done!
Your help is URGENTLY needed on:

Henfold Tidy-Up Day
Saturday 17th March, 9:30am until about 1:00pm
with Bacon Butties, Soup, Tea, Coffee, Biscuits.
To cater for 'workers', members willing to join in
the fun are asked to notify me directly. Contact
details are provided below.
On Saturday 24th March Mike Hill is holding a
meeting to brief members who would like to look
after a colony at Henfold Copse throughout the
summer months. Please refer to Mike's article
elsewhere in this

Looking further ahead, the new summer season
is almost upon us, with the first Training
Session being on Wednesday 4th April !
Sessions from 6:30 pm sharp until dusk will be
held every Wednesday evening thereafter until
the end of August. It maybe that short
presentations on relevant beekeeping topics will
be given in the Pavilion immediately after each
session.
Sadly, the grassy areas at Henfold Copse are still
very soft. Members are therefore asked to park
tidily on the hard-standing areas only.
Members using the 'overflow' car park in the
entrance to the neighbouring farm should avoid
the grass areas there also and not obstruct the
entrance.

Andrew Buchanan
01306 712773
07879 552582

andrewb38@btinternet.com

Final Preparations to be Ready for the Off

mailto:andrewb38@btinternet.com
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  Events News
A Great Lunch in Celebration of the Promise of Spring Report

Another happy return to The Grumpy Mole in Brockham was made by members and guests
during February, efficiently organised by Julie Thain.
The party of 22 enjoyed the excellent food presented, the service provided and the company
seated at the double headed table. At one end, our Presidents basked in the spring sunshine,
with our Chairman and his good lady seated at the other. Following the dessert course, Richard
Ramsden was obliged to consume another dessert, presented complete with a lit candle, to
mark his 70th Birthday that very day!

Soaps, Lotions & Potions in Abundance Report
Originating from discussions about beekeeping related crafts
during the last AGM, Susan Tilley (far right, top picture) and Karen
Ford took the initiative to arrange a workshop at Henfold Copse
making Soap, Lotions and Potions, presented by Dr. Sara Robb.
Such was the interest in the topic that 29 members registered
to attend, and two sessions of the 2½ hour course had to be
arranged on the day to accommodate everyone.
Dr. Robb was assisted by her daughter Meg, who helped
distribute recipes and leaflets on cue and made sure the honey
spoons were licked nice and clean after use by mum.
In each session, the basic ’honey’ soap making process was
demonstrated by Dr. Robb and set aside to set. Participants
then set too and made their own Beeswax Moisture Creams and
Lip Balms under Dr. Robb’s, guidance.  Finally everyone left
very happy with ‘goody bags’ of portions of the soap and their
own lotions and potions.
For recipes, suggested reading, website links and more pictures
taken on the day, visit our website here.
Thanks also to Sue Moore for looking after the refreshments
and to Simon Ford for his Car Park warden duties.

https://wp.me/p2VGpI-6Gd   
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Surrey County Show - Invitation for Stewards Appeal

The SBKA is looking for 40 volunteers to help man the Honey Tent at the Surrey County Show,
Stoke Park, Guildford on Bank Holiday Monday 28th May 2018.
This year they are asking for volunteers for the whole day 8:45 - 5:00 (subject to travel).  You
will be allocated 1 hour to go around the show and 1 hour for lunch. You will be provided a free
entrance ticket, tea and coffee during the day and lunch in the tent.
If you would like to be a steward and are willing to commit the time, please complete the
Stewards Application Form and return by 15th April.

CLICK HERE to download as a PDF file …  or … CLICK HERE as a Word Document.
Return completed forms to:

Michael Main, Hill House, Northfield Place, Weybridge, KT13 0RF
or by email to michaelfmain@hotmail.com.

Queries to Michael by phone on 01932 849080.

More Swarm Collectors Please Appeal

The Swarm Team is reassembling for the 2018
Swarm season that, depending upon how
colonies are developing in this changeable
weather, could commence any time in the next
two to three months.

The team could usefully do with additional
members to cover some geographic gaps in ‘our
patch’ and maybe even provide further support
in already covered ‘hot spots’.

To date, there are only Swarm Team Members
covering Bookham, Buckland, Capel, Fetcham,
Horley, Leatherhead, Redhill and Reigate areas.

If you have the opportunity and time to devote
to this extremely worthwhile and satisfying
service to the honey bee, the public and our
own members, do please visit and read the
Swarm Team - Enrolement for 2018 post.

Look out for all posts displaying the
Swarm Logo for info about the team,
how to prepare a swarm box and
(then) to register to receive a
captured swarm.

But remember, we need Swarm Collectors to
be in the right areas when the phones begin to
ring. Otherwise, there will no swarms to receive.

  Swarm Stories

Tidy-Up Day at Henfold Copse - 17th March 2018  Appeal

After the ravages of winter winds, rain and even snow, the grounds
at Henfold Copse are in need of Debris Clearing and a Bonfire, Leaf
Sweeping/Blowing, Grass Cutting (where not already cut) …. and Bush
Planting to screen containers.

The Class of 2018 Beekeeping Beginners are also being invited to visit
the apiary; to be shown round the facilities and maybe lend a hand.

Your help is therefore URGENTLY needed from 9:30 am until about
1:00 pm to make an impression on the tasks needed to be undertaken
and to impress our guests.  Bring warm gardening clothes, with wellies
and gloves … and pruners and lawn rakes etc if available.

Supplies of Bacon Butties, Soup, Tea, Coffee and Biscuits will be provided to maintain the energy
levels and provide excuses for (occasional) rest breaks. Do please contact Andrew Buchahan
ASAP directly via email (click here) or phone either 01306 712773 or 07879 552582 to
volunteer your services and ensure that sufficient supplies will be on hand to feed all the troops.

  Apiary News

https://rbkbblog.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/scs-stewards-appl-form-2018-1.pdf
https://rbkbblog.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/scs-stewards-appl-form-2018.docx
mailto:michaelfmain@hotmail.com
https://rbkbblog.com/2018/02/11/swarm-team-enrolment-for-2018/
https://rbkbblog.com/category/swarm-collection/
mailto:andrewb38@btinternet.com
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  Notice Board (click the          to also find it and more on our website)

URGENTLY WANTED
A MEMBER TO TAKE OVER THE ROLE OF

QUARTERMASTER
IN 2019

to … WORK WITH ANDREW BUCHANAN DURING THE 2018 SEASON
to … then TAKE OVER FOR THE 2019 SEASON

REQUIREMENTS:
■ KNOWLEDGE OF BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT & PRODUCTS
■ KNOWLEDGE/USE OF MICROSOFT EXCEL/WORD
■ AVAILABILITY DURING SUMMER TRAINING AT HENFOLD
■ TO TAKE ORDERS, ACCEPT PAYMENTS AND RECEIVE & DELIVER GOODS
■ ABLE TO CO-ORDINATE WITH:
§ MEMBERS
§ PAYNES SOUTHDOWN BEE FARM
§ RBKA'S TREASURER

INTERESTED MEMBERS ARE ASKED TO CONTACT
ANDREW BUCHANAN (01306 712773 OR 07879 552582)

Auction - 7th April - Get Ready
The Annual Reigate
Beekeepers Auction of Bees
& Beekeeping Equipment
event is scheduled for
Saturday 7th April 2018.

Held, as usual, at the Mickelham Village Hall
and adjacent Mickleham Apiary, the auction
provides an opportunity to sell any of your
unwanted items of equipment or colonies
of bees and/or to bid for items that you
need.
Details including T&C’s, Sellers Registration
forms, posters and flyers are all available
NOW at https://reigatebeekeepers.org.uk/
or via the Members website click here.
Some printed forms will be available at
Winter Meetings.

Spring Adult Bee Health Clinic
The clinic will operate on the
same day as the auction. Plan
to deliver or bring samples of
bees from your hives to help
determine what management
regimes you need to be adopting.

“Making
Hornet Traps”

… a workshop
presented by Andy

Robinson.
Bring an empty 2L PET bottle to the
Woodhatch Winter Meeting  on 7th
March 7:00pm for 7:30 start, and

leave with a Hornet Trap.

Beetradex 2018 Sat 3rd March
Billed as the

Biggest Beekeeping Show
in 2018

The show is open
9:00 am to 4:30pm.

Location: Hall H3, NAEC Stoneleigh Park,
Warwickshire CV8 2LG

● MORE THAN 45 DIFFERENT TRADERS

● RESTAURANT

● FREE ACCESSIBLE PARKING

● FREE LECTURES

See website post for Admission fees and full details

http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
https://reigatebeekeepers.org.uk/
https://rbkbblog.com/2017/12/28/reigate-auction-of-bees-beekeeping-equipment-7th-april-2018/
https://rbkbblog.com/2018/02/06/beetradex-2018-sat-3rd-march/
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Education News

Tutor’s Planning Day by Mike Hill
This event is usually held during a Wednesday
evening before the start of the summer season,
and we always run out of daylight.
So this year we plan to hold it on Saturday
24th March. Timing etc to be arranged, but
probably starting late morning … to give the
sun time to come out.
The intention is to outline the training plans for
the season, confirm who is in which group and
to which hive they will be allocated.
In addition, it is hoped that it will be possible
for Tutors to have a quick peep in their
allocated hive. The contents of the hives should
then not come as a complete surprise when the
hive is opened in earnest during the first
Wednesday evening Summer Season meeting.
The previews will also give us the following ten
days in which to make alternative
arrangements or allocations if necessary. We
will also have until that first meeting on the 4th
April to address anything we fail to sort out
during the Tutor’s Planning Day itself.

As usual we plan to divide the hives at Henfold
Copse into four groups; Beginner, Basic,
Improver and Experienced.

Each group will have a Leader who will be able
to provide advice on how best to proceed when
necessary.
Therefore, the role of the Tutor need not be
particularly arduous as there will always be
someone on hand to advise them.
That Tutors role is more that of a hive
foreman; overseeing the team members and
checking that all the necessary items of
equipment are available, required procedures
are executed and record card’s completed etc.

We are always short of Tutors at some time or
another, so we would welcome any further
offers to help. Many of the existing volunteers
have already indicated that they need to miss
the odd Wednesday, so a few ‘Deputy or
Trainee Tutors’ on standby would be most
valuable.

If you can or would like to be prepared to help,
please contact Mike directly by email at:

mikehillbees@googlemail.com.

Tutoring trainees is great way of building your
own beekeeping skills and you will surprised
how much new you learn in the process.

BBKA Spring Convention 2018    -    Friday 13, Saturday 14 , Sunday 15 April

With 20+ lectures and 50+ workshops, the programme offers topics for beginners
through to experienced apiarists, and something for non-beekeepers too.

For all details of workshops, the programme and to make bookings, visit the (new) BBKA
website event page, click below:

https://www.bbka.org.uk/Event/spring-convention-2018
Read How to Book using the web-based system. The Events Listing and Events Schedules give
an overview of what’s on offer to help you plan your visit. Details of the Lecture Programme
here and the Workshops & Courses are here. It’s best to pre-book Workshops & Courses. Course
fees are payable for some workshops, but this year many can be booked free of charge to secure
your place. Read about the Accommodation & Catering that’s available on-site.  Click on the
BookEventsandServices link to take you to the booking web-site.

The Trade Show will be open on Saturday 14th only this year with all main suppliers and
leading companies represented.

Enjoy a great beekeeping day or weekend. Download the Programme for details.

mailto:mikehillbees@googlemail.com
https://www.bbka.org.uk/Event/spring-convention-2018
https://www.bbka.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=b20e1ef9-ec7f-4afe-8224-fb8a9d5c24d9
https://www.bbka.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=583cb763-643f-4c32-a958-8c3b6f47438b
https://www.bbka.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=3fd00a86-e8c4-4e79-997d-af930ae747f2
https://www.bbka.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=55e62e12-6eec-4b25-a7fd-b6e6caf1ea47
https://www.bbka.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=d49aa657-ee9f-4f40-9ef9-39f778676e86
https://www.bbka.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=6ebdff2f-834e-4cf7-8ca2-2718191338b3
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/britishbeekeepersassociation
https://www.bbka.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=5440e183-692e-47f6-bc5f-dbc121794851
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 New Beekeeping Experiences
Meet (most of) the Class of 2018

Experiencing the wonder and delight, at least in theory, and having some (but not all!) of the
mysteries of Honeybees explained; are this years candidates on our Winter Beekeeping

Beginners’ course.

The course is being presented, once again, by David Rudland at the Woodhatch Centre.

We hope to soon see all 27 candidates at Henfold Copse, both during the Tidy-Up day on the
17th March … when we can show them around our facilities … and from the 4th April onwards

for our regular Summer Practical Training sessions.

  Website News

The BBKA website has been
updated.

If you have not visited the
site since 15th January you
will need to re-register to

use the new website.

BBKA members also need to register their
information on the new site.

Click this link to access the members area.
www.bbka.org.uk/members-area

Updating your details also enables you to sign
up to view the online BBKA Newsletter.

Another website that may
be of interest is the

Natural Beekeeping Trust.

 This site includes some
fascinating information

which is not always
conventional beekeeping.

Including information about tree hives and
articles on feral bees and other topics.

Click this link to access the members area.
www.naturalbeekeepingtrust.org/

New Beekeeping Websites

Did you know ?

Honey is the only food that includes all the substances necessary to sustain life, including
enzymes, vitamins, minerals, and water; and it's the only food that contains ‘pinocembrin’, a
flavanone, a type of flavonoid an antioxidant associated with improved brain functioning.

Bee Facts

Image sources - BBKA and Natural Beekeeping Trust

http://www.bbka.org.uk/members-area 
https://www.naturalbeekeepingtrust.org/
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Nosema is a disease caused by a
microsporidian parasite; a spore forming
fungus. It invades the gut of the adult bees,
reducing their ability to digest pollen and
shortening their lives quite considerably. The
digestion system breaks down and the bees
are thought to die of starvation. Larvae do not
get infected with Nosema but there have been
cases where Nosema has been detected in
pupae however, in general it is a disease of the
adult bee.

Impact on the Adult Bees
● Worker bees cannot produce brood food

therefore, cannot be effective nurse bees.
They become foragers early and die early.

● Queen bees stop laying eggs and die within
weeks.

● Drones have reduced fertility, are weaker,
their semen becomes infected with spores
and they have a reduced lifespan. They are
unlikely to catch a virgin queen to mate with
her.

Impact on the Colony
● Colony does not expand in the Spring.
● Dwindling numbers of bees.
● Neglected brood.
● Staining on the outside of the hive and inside

on the comb (Nosema apis only).
● Secondary diseases appear, especially Chalk

Brood and American Foul Brood.
● Colony dies.

Photograph on the left shows faecal staining on
the front of a WBC caused by Nosema.

Photograph below shows faecal staining on the
combs cased by Nosema.

It is obvious that any colony infected with
Nosema is not going to thrive.

It is Important that Beekeepers
● Check colonies for this disease.
● Know how to treat infected colonies.
● Adapt their beekeeping practices to minimise

the risk of getting the disease or spreading
the disease amongst their colonies.

Colonies are most at risk when the bees are
unable to fly – so over the Winter and during
prolonged spells of bad weather. Once bees
are able to fly they can go on clearing flights,
thus removing spores from the colony.

The disease is spread within the hive from
adult to adult. A single infected bee can
produce 200 million spores. The biggest cause
of infection is from spores in faeces. House
bees get infected while cleaning the hive.
These contaminate other adult bees and
further contaminate the combs.

The disease is spread from colony to colony by
bees and the beekeeper. The bees by drifting
and the beekeeper by moving contaminated
combs, uniting weak or diseased colonies with
stronger colonies, poor apiary hygiene; dirty
equipment, dead colonies not cleared away,
and cleaned, poor personal hygiene, not
cleaning gloves, hive tools, bee suits, etc.

We must understand that there are two types
of Nosema – Nosema apis and Nosema

Photographs - Gerry Collins, Harrogate & Rippon BKA

Questions & Answers

What is Nosema ?
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ceranae. Whilst these are both spore forming
fungal diseases, they have quite different
characteristics. In both cases the spores can
remain viable for about twelve months.

What Should Beekeepers Do ?
Ideally, in mid to late April every colony should
be tested for the presence of Nosema. This
involves taking a sample of 30 adult bees and
checking under a microscope at 400x. If it is
not possible to sample every colony, then as a
minimum, every colony that is not thriving
should be tested.

Sample your bees and take them along to
the RBKA Spring (on 7th April this year),

and Autumn (usually in August) ‘Bee
Health Clinics’ for testing.

Precautions To Take
Nosema is a disease of the gut of the adult bee
and one of the ways that beekeepers spread
the disease is by squashing bees when
manipulating their colonies. That yellowy,
gooey stuff that comes out of a squashed bee
is its gut. House bees are programmed to clean
it up and if the now dead bee was infected with
Nosema, then this is transmitted to the house
bees.

Next time you open your hives, look around
the edges of the crown boards, supers, queen
excluders and brood boxes. How many
squashed bees do you see ? This may be
caused by insufficient smoke to clear the bees
and of course poor manipulation when putting
the hive back together.

Question Nosema Apis Nosema ceranae

Causes Dysentery ?
Yes, spots of faecal waste may
be on the outside and inside of

the hive.
No. No spotting occurs.

Temperature
Sensitivity

Breed best at 34°C-brood nest
temperature. Spores no longer
develop above 37°C, killed at
60°C. Can survive sub-zero

temperatures.

Breed best at 34°C. Spores can
survive and develop at 60+C,
but killed by 24 hours at 0°C.

When Most Evident ? Spring Spring through until the late
Autumn.

Age of Ideal Adult
Host ?

Longer living winter bees-
reproduces less in short lived

summer bees.

Reproduces well in both winter
and summer bees.

Killed By ? Scorching or 80% acetic acid
fumigation

80% acetic acid fumigation or 24
hours freezing of combs.

Do Bees Get Better ?

Sometimes in the Spring, if
viably strong enough, when bees

are able to fly on cleansing
flights. Winter bees have died so

less reproduction in rising
temperatures.

Unlikely without beekeeper
intervention, due to spores

reproducing well in all ages of
bees and at all normal

temperatures.

Treating a Colony that has Nosema
There are no medicines, no silver bullets. It is
best to get the bees onto a set of new
foundation. Colonies with Nosema are weak and
unlikely to survive a shook swarm. If you have
clean, fumigated drawn comb, that will help this
process. To move the bees onto fresh comb or
foundation you need to carry out a Bailey
Disease Comb Change. This is quite different
from the manipulation which is called a Bailey
Comb Change, which is when a strong colony
is given a full box of foundation to draw out.

Changing Comb on a Regular Basis
Dirty comb harbours the pathogens of all kinds
of diseases. Many beekeepers recommend that
any comb that has been routinely used for
brood rearing should be changed every twelve
months.

Twelve months of use in a brood nest leaves
the comb filthy dirty and full of pathogens. No
comb in the brood box should be more than
two years old.

courtesy of Dave Bonner, Warwickshire BKA
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 Horticultural News

March Forage

The weather may still be wet and variable, but
hopefully in spite of the cold weather at the end
of February a large number of  plants will be in
flower to provide good forage this month.

Trees
● Alder (alnus glutinosa)
● Hazel (corylus) should supply plenty of

pollen in dry weather, but will soon be over
● Poplar, especially balsam poplar
● Prunus, several varieties
● Pussy willow (salix caprea). Other willows

are also coming into flower, a good source
of pollen and nectar.

Shrubs and Climbers
● Blackthorn/sloe (prunus spinosa)
● Box, common (buxus sempervirens)
● Camellias, the more open flowered varieties

display stamens. They don’t all flower in
March but early ones may be in flower.

● Cherry plum (prunus cerasifera)
● Daphne mezereum, very strong scent
● Flowering currant (ribes sanguinum)
● Kerria japonica - (not the more common

double K. jap. pleniflora) - only the single
variety is any good for the bees.

● Mahonias, some late varieties are still
flowering.

● Osmanthus Burkwoodii is coming into
bloom. Very sweetly scented

● Rosemary (rosemarinus officianalis and
prostratus)

● Viburnum tinus and V. bodnantense Dawn
● Yew, common (taxus baccata)

Annuals and Biennials
● Wallflowers (erysimums)

Perennials and Bulbs
● Crocuses
● Daffodils
● Dead nettle (lamium)
● Euphorbia - some varieties are now in bud.
● Grape hyacinths (muscari)
● Heather (erica carnea and erica x

darleyensis) winter flowering heathers are
still blooming well.

● Hellebores
● Pulmonaria (Raspberry Ripple amongst

others)
● Scillas
● Species Tulips - the smaller species

varieties flower early.
● Spring snowflake (leucojum vernum)
● Wallflowers (perennial erysimums) E.

Bowles mauve
● Winter aconites (eranthis)

Wild Flowers
● Celandines (ranunculus ficaria)
● Gorse (ulex) This flowers most months of

the year.
● Primroses

courtesy of Margaret Lennard, Farnham BKA
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 Topical News
Neonicotinoids Study

One in five samples of UK honey were found to
contain neonicotinoid pesticide residues
following the introduction of the EU-wide ban
on the use of neonicotinoid pesticide seed
dressings on flowering crops.

The low level residues of neonicotinoids found
pose no risk to human health. However,
previous studies suggest that while such
concentrations are low, they could potentially
have negative impacts on honey bees.

Neonicotinoids were also found in around half
of the honey samples taken prior to the ban’s
introduction. Whilst the percentage of samples
that tested positive after the ban was
introduced, had declined, the persistence of
such pesticide residues indicates the need for
further research.

The results from a national survey conducted
at the Centre for Ecology & Hydrology, were
published in the scientific journal PLOS One.

The researchers analysed 130 honey samples,
provided by beekeepers during 2014 and
2015, to assess the effectiveness of the EU-
wide ban on neonicotinoid pesticide seed
dressings on flowering crops, such as oilseed

rape – a policy that aims to reduce exposure
risk to honey bees and other pollinators.

Lead author Dr Ben Woodcock said, “While the
frequency of neonicotinoid contaminated
samples fell once the EU-ban was in place, our
data suggest that these pesticides remain
prevalent in the farming environment.”

The concentrations of neonicotinoids in honey
were found to have declined between May to
September during 2015. The researchers also
found a positive association between
neonicotinoid concentrations in honey and the
amount of oilseed rape grown near hives.

Dr Woodcock said, “Honey samples collected,
when oilseed rape is in flower, were more likely
to contain neonicotinoid residues than samples
collected in late summer when bees feed on
other flowers.”

The study suggests that the neonicotinoid
residues found in honey after the ban may
come from crops that are attractive to bees
(particularly oilseed rape) being grown in soils
contaminated with residues of these pesticides
from previous crops.

UK farmers continue to treat a large proportion
of cereal with neonicotinoid seed dressings as
this practice is currently exempt from EU
restrictions. If treating cereals with
neonicotinoids results in soils contamination
that lasts from one year to the next, this may
pose a risk to bees feeding on flowering crops
sown into the same fields the following year.

Dr Woodcock said, “We don’t know what the
risk of such long-term chronic exposure to
neonicotinoids is over the course of an entire
flowering season. Such long term but low
levels of exposure could have potentially sub-
lethal effects that impact on honey bees.
Questions still remain as to the actual
mechanism of contamination of honey with
neonicotinoid residues, despite the ban and
understanding this should be an area of urgent
research activity.”

courtesy of Lune Valley Community BKA
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