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DIVISION OF THE SURREY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 

 

Editors and Webmaster’s 2017 AGM Report  
 

 

 

Newsletter 
 

The November 2017 BeeNews was the 72
nd 

that Graham Pooley and myself have 

edited and produced each month for the past 6 years. 
 

I am again very grateful for Graham’s continued involvement, despite his choosing 
to give up beekeeping due to becoming sensitised to Honey Bee stings.  
Graham’s interest in honeybees continues unabated, as I am sure is very evident in 
his researching, and sourcing of interesting content each month for the Photo of the 
Month, Topical News, Q&A's, DIY Suggestions & Tips, New Beekeeping Experiences, 
Horticultural News and occasional Honey Recipes sections. 
For my part as appropriate via the Dates for Your Diary, Members, Events, Apiary, 
Education, Equipment and Library News, and Swarm Story sections, I have 
continued to focus upon covering the upcoming, current and future activities of 
RBKA and its members. 
 
Whilst we do gratefully receive some direct input of content from members, this 
does tend to be mostly about specific activities or events that they are already 
organising or significantly involved with. In addition therefore, we would welcome 
any member wishing to perhaps share their opinions or experiences,  whether about 
beekeeping in general or specific to some particular issue. Your inputs could be in 
form of a report or article; or we could even provide a ‘Members Guest Editorial’ 
opportunity ... to also give us a break from writing that introduction to the edition 
every month.    
 

 

Websites 
 

Some (hopefully) behind the scenes reformatting of both the Public and Members 
websites may be undertaken during coming year. The templates that provide the 
basis for the look and feel of each site are now over 5 years old .. an eternity in the 
IT world. There will be a need to update to utilise new functionality and continue to 
be supported by Wordpress. A key objective to not ‘scare the horses’ with radical 
changes will be attempted by identifying new templates able to allow the general 
layouts and existing functionality to me maintained. 
 

Public Website 

 

Our 'public facing' website has remained unchanged in structure during the 
past year. It's function being to inform the public about beekeeping in 
general, Reigate Beekeepers in particular; providing help and advice about 
training opportunities, dealing with swarms, buying honey, and information 
about how the public can support our activities and our beekeepers. 
During the last 12 months around 8269 site visitors (6300 for 2015/16) 
viewed over 19,000 pages (15,000 pages for 2015/16), i.e. on average ~ 2.3 
pages looked at by each visitor. This 'hit rate' continues to be in line with the 
previous two years.   
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The facility introduced last year, by which the public can contact members 
who have honey to sell direct, has continued to be well used by the public, 
with over 66 enquiries during the last 12 months. 
This year, listing of the Pop-Up-Shop’s dates and venues was added to the 
site, providing the public with more opportunities to ‘find us’ and buy our 
products. 
   
My thanks to all those who are hard wired to field ‘website enquires’ 
submitted by the public on a wide range of topics. In particular I thank 
Sandy Benton for handling the offers of Out-Apiary sites and then also 
managing the list of those subsequently published on the Members website, 
and to Julie Thain for managing the listing of Beekeepers offering honey for 
direct sale to the public. 

 

Members Website 
 

Usage of the site is a little difficult to assess. However site statistics indicate 
that during each of the past 12 months, an average of 188 different visitors 
(i.e. members) each viewed 5 pages per visit. This is virtually identical to the 
data for 2015/16 and reassuringly suggests that, if not all, at least the great 
majority of members are accessing the site ... and for more than viewing 
BeeNews each month.  
Dare we risk a show of hands at the AGM to hopefully support this 
presumption?   
 
The number of Members electing to ‘Follow’ the site is still (very) slowly 
creeping up. Having now risen from 31 to 41 ... only another 150 or so to go!  
It REALLY would be great if ALL members clicked on the ‘Follow’ button in the 
inviting ‘Follow Your Members Website’ box that can be found in the right 
hand side bar of the website’s pages. As a ‘Follower’ you are automatically 
prompted by email about new posts added to the site ... providing a simple 
and easy way to keep up-to-date with relevant beekeeping events. 
 
Once again I thank Graham Pooley for his inputs that bring you monthly 
Tips Checklist posts, Adam Leitch for his checking of the monthly Apiary 
Tasks posts and to Simon & Karen Ford for their Henfold Apiary progress 
reports and particularly their Winter Team Blog bulletins.  
More from more would be great. 
 

The appeal already made for contributors to BeeNews content therefore also applies to 

the websites, especially the Members site. Absolutely no website editing or blogging 
skills are needed. If you can write and send an email, then I can get your writing 
onto the website. And bear in mind that the website is a great opportunity to share 
your beekeeping related photos with members, and that a picture can be worth a 
thousand words.   

 

‘Facebook' Page – Reigate Beekeepers Members Forum 
 

I confess to not being a Facebook user myself, but Jim Cooper continues to keep 
the members only Facebook page updated with complimentarily topical and useful 
info. If you would like to ‘join the Facebook group’ to either just access the content, 
or to even help Jim with the content please contact him in the first instance via the 
Members website’s ‘Members Forum’ page, Find it under the MEMBERSHIP menu 
tab.  
 

 

Richard Bradfield Webmaster & BeeNews Co-Editor 
4

th
 Oct 2017 


