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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
WEDNESDAY 9th NOVEMBER 2016 

 
1. The Chairman, Andrew Buchanan, explained to the meeting that our President, Malcolm Broatch, had not 

been well over recent months and for this reason Malcolm had decided to stand down from the post of 
President.  AB talked about Malcolm’s time as a beekeeper and his involvement over many years with the 
RBKA.   Joining RBKA just after the Second World War, Malcolm was heavily involved in building up the 
number of members from a relatively low level.  He held several posts in the management of the Association 
and has always been a source of sound advice.  He became President in 2002.  RBKA would always be indebted 
to Malcolm for his enthusiasm and encouragement.  In recognition of his outstanding efforts, the outgoing 
Committee awarded Malcolm an Honorary Life Membership.  A book signed by everyone attending the AGM, 
will be presented to him shortly. 
AB now nominated Mike Hill as the new President of the RBKA.  Mike has been involved with the RBKA for 
many years and has been a huge asset to the association.  The appointment was Proposed by Audrey Gill and 
Seconded by Celia Perry.  A show of hands ensured that support was unanimous and Mike was invited to take 
up the Chair for the AGM.  Mike thanked the meeting and said he was ‘most honoured’ to be appointed 
President. 

 
2. Apologies for Absence 

Bob Maurer, Gerry Poole, Tom Moremon, Vanessa Jones, Geoff Blay 
 

3. Minutes of the AGM 11th November 2015 
Copies of the minutes had been made available on-line.   There were no questions relating to the minutes and 
they were agreed by members present.  The President, Mike Hill signed the minutes.   

 
4. Matters arising from the minutes 

There were no matters arising. 
 

5. Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman’s Report had been published in BeeNews and on the Members’ website, also paper copies were 
available at the meeting.   The Chairman, Andrew Buchanan, said he had highlighted a number of names in his 
report where special thanks were due but this was not a definitive list and there were many other members 
he would like to thank for their support and enthusiasm. 
 

6. Treasurer’s Report 
Vince Gallo presented the accounts for the year ended 30th September 2016, which had been circulated at the 
meeting.  He highlighted a surplus for the year on the Income and Expenditure Account of £7189 and also 
explained that the increased Depreciation was as a result of the increased assets held by the RBKA. 
The accounts had been audited and agreed by Mike Bensley.  Janet Jones asked why no Gift Aid was showing 
in 2016.  VG – the paperwork had not yet been completed for this year so the figure will now appear in the 
2017 accounts.   It was also noted that there had been an increase in donations for swarm collection this year.  
Andrew Boagey asked if there was a standard charge for swarm collection.  VG explained that there is no 
standard charge but it is up to the swarm collector to suggest a donation, whilst chatting with the property 
owner.  On average, donations are between £10 and £50.   
The accounts were Proposed by Richard Woodhouse and Seconded by Alan Berridge.  A vote for adoption of 
the accounts was unanimous. 
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7. Other Officer’s reports 

Annual reports from the Editors and Webmaster, Programme Secretary, Show Co-Ordinator and Swarm 
Collection Team had been circulated prior to the meeting on the members’ website and were available at the 
meeting.  There were no questions from members on these reports. 

 
8. Election of Officers 

Introduced by the President – Mr Mike Hill 
Chairman – Mr Andrew Buchanan 
Hon. Secretary – Mrs Gill Simpson 
Hon. Treasurer – Mr Vince Gallo 
Hon. Auditor – Mr Mike Bensley 
Committee Members – Mr Mike Hill, Mr Bob Maurer, Mr Richard Bradfield, Mrs Sue Hickson, Mr Simon Ford.   
Representative to Surrey BKA – Ms Celia Perry 
Representative to Surrey Show Committee – Mr Bob Maurer 
All Proposed en bloc by Janet Jones, Seconded by Graham Fyson.  A vote for election of officers was 
unanimous. 

 
9. Nomination of Trustee to Surrey BKA  

Mr Andrew Buchanan: Proposed – Phil Elwell, Seconded – Michelle Keast 
A vote for this appointment was unanimous. 

 
10. Presentation of awards from the Honey Show and Exam Certificates  

The Blue Ribbon award was presented at the Honey Show to Richard Woodhouse for his 
four jars of honey for sale. 
Reigate Cup (Most Points in Show) – Maggie Minter 
Redhill Cup (Best in Classes 20/21 - Mead) – Maggie Minter 
Tanner Cup (Best in Classes 1/2 - Light or Medium Honey) – Chris Peers 
Locket Bowl (Class 15 - A Group of Bee Products) – Chris Peers 
W-J Cup (Class 4 - Soft Set/Crystallised Honey) – Jonathan Sainsbury 
Novice Skep – (Class 5 – One Jar Novice Honey) Katharine Wray 
Geoff Lewis Plate (Class 12 - Honey Cake) – Sue Moore 
JMB Cup (Class 6 - Cut Comb) – Andrew Boagey 
Bramshaw Cup (Class 10 - Comb for Extraction) – Andrew Buchanan 
Buchanan Cup (Most Junior Points – Classes 24-26 ) – Jenny MacDonald 
 
Reigate Beekeepers were awarded ‘Highly Commended’ at the National Honey Show for ‘Six Jars from a Club 
Apiary’.  This honey was extracted by Jack Chapman from Mickleham apiary and prepared by Andrew Boagey.  
Thanks for their expertise in gaining this recognition for Reigate. 
 
A special presentation was made to Maggie Minter to thank her for her exceptional efforts in running the 
Reigate Honey Show for the past five years.  The judge this year had commented that the show was ‘a joy’ and 
‘full of interest’. 
 
A raffle was held in aid of the charity, Bees Abroad. 
 
Presentation of Exam Certificates: 
Module 5 – Alan Berridge 
Modules 2, 3, 6 and Intermediate Certificate – Andrew Cornwall 
Modules 1, 2, 3, 6 Intermediate Certificate – Vanessa Jones (absent) 
Modules 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, Intermediate Certificate and General Husbandry – Geoff Blay 
 
Basic Certificates presented to – Sarah Jane MacDonald, Jenny MacDonald, Richard Bradfield, Peter Scroggs, 
Jim Tadd and Jonathan Sainsbury.  The Basic Assessment was also passed by the following members who were 
absent from the meeting – Sophie Turner, Fiona Scott and Andrew Carne.   Certificates will be presented at the 
first summer meeting. 



 
 

11.  Any Other Business 
Andrew Buchanan reported that the Pavilion at Henfold Apiary was now complete and all in working order.  
Just a few minor items were still to be added, such as an extractor fan in the kitchen. 
There is still work to be done at the club apiaries, both Henfold and others.  If anyone has both the time and 
the inclination, please approach Andrew Buchanan.   Assistance is also required in running RBKA stands at 
summer shows and fetes.  If you would like to help, please speak to Mike Hill, your assistance would be much 
appreciated. 
Next winter meeting at Woodhatch on 7th December – talk on Analysis of Henfold Honey by Geoff Blay. 
Spring lunch 4th February 2017 at Grumpy Mole in Brockham.  Fun get together pre-season, do come along. 
 

12. Date of next AGM – Wednesday 8th November 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
____________________________________________________ 
Signed – Mike Hill, President 
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