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The year under review was notable in several ways. 
 
Our financial condition continues to be very strong. 
Our membership has maintained a level only just below that of 2015/16. 
The number of activities has significantly increased. 
The number of members becoming involved in organizing events/activities has grown. 
The honey harvest from our apiaries increased. 
 
As usual, I start with the weather that played a significant part in the success and enjoyment 
of the beekeeping year. The winter was relatively mild followed by a spring, summer and 
autumn which, in general, with one or two spikes of cold, hot and wet weather, was really 
very good for plants and thus for bees. Nectar and pollen was plentiful and colonies were 
able to achieve high populations. In turn, in most cases, this contributed to good harvests of 
honey from RBKA’s colonies and those of our members.  
 
RBKA’s Honey Show in October 2016, again organised by Maggie Minter supported by a 
team of enthusiastic members, was a great success. Simon and Karen Ford again organised 
the Winter Team, which spent many hours, often in the cold and wet, caring for the bees at 
Henfold Copse  
 
An initiative by Alan Berridge resulted in a series of Pop-up Stalls to sell honey, stemming 
from RBKA and members, at Christmas Bazaars around our catchment area. Alan and a small 
but regular team were very successful in creating another opportunity to publicise our 
existence and in adding funds to our coffers.  
 
Our Beginners Course, open to the public during January through March, was filled to the 
brim and was once again given by David Rudland who has been the mentor for several 
years. Of some 25 attendees 12 went on to join RBKA.  
 
The Annual Auction at the end of March was organised by Vince Gallo, where Paul Cleaver 
played the part of Auctioneer whilst Bob Maurer ran a Spring Bee Health Clinic. The whole 
day proved to be a great success. 
 
During the high season RBKA’s apiaries were very well and successfully managed by Simon 
and Karen Ford (Henfold Copse), Jack Chapman (Mickleham), Richard Ramsden 
(Brockham and Buckland) and Mike Hill (Beare Green). 
 
For the summer sessions at Henfold Copse Mike Hill, Vince Gallo, Geoff Blay and Andrew 
Cornwall drew up curricula aimed at training Beginners, BBKA Basic Assessment Holders 
and those intent on further advancing their knowledge and skills. Teams of Mentors were 
assigned to each colony that were in turn supported by Mike, Vince, Bob Maurer and Celia 
Perry. By all accounts members thought it was the most comprehensive programme to date 
and that it was very informative and enjoyable. One of the new elements to the programme 
were the planned and the impromptu mini lectures in the Pavilion after the bee handling 
sessions or when the weather was inclement.  



Throughout the summer months the Pavilion was also used by a film crew, a walking club, 
for exams and courses such as our Taster Day for the public and by those run by outside 
parties.  
In June at Henfold Copse, the BBKA Basic Assessments were held for aspiring RBKA 
members – and everyone passed, together with our Annual Taster Day. 
Also, a number of Village Shows were attended. Mike Hill oversaw the programme of events 
and, this year, was supported by a longer list of members who helped to enthuse the public. 
The new and more professional labels for our honey (designed by Richard Bradfield) were 
undoubtedly a helping factor in the excellent level of sales at these and other events.    
 
The main development at Henfold Copse was the addition of a 4th container which will allow 
for machinery and outside furniture etc., to be stored under cover and for members to gain 
improved access to equipment etc. 
 
In August Andrew Cornwall organized a team of members to extract RBKA’s honey harvest.  
Janet Kay followed this up by spending hours running the honey into jars.  
Bob Maurer and his team ran Bee Health Clinics over a couple of Wednesday evenings. 
 
The End Of Season Supper, superbly managed by Janice Whitehead who, owing to a last 
minute problem at the proposed venue, was faced with re-organising the event at very short 
notice. Needless to say no one needed to worry, everything went smoothly. The food, the 
beer and the atmosphere were excellent, and everyone thoroughly enjoyed the evening. 
 
Most of the above relates to special or annual events. However, throughout the entire year 
there are members who continually run projects such as Richard Bradfield and Graham 
Pooley who produce the Monthly Newsletter and organize our Websites. Looking after 
House and Grounds at Henfold Copse Sue Hickson, Coral Lloyd (both responsible for the 
delicious homemade Anzac Biscuits) and Sue Moore, ably assisted by others, have provided 
the service from the kitchen. Maggie Bourne and others have regularly cleaned the Pavilion 
while Pete Moore has kept the grass under control. In addition, several enthusiastic 
members undertook many small projects. 
 
I have mentioned some members who have lead projects but I also acknowledge all those 
who have added their support, without whom many projects would not have been 
completed, but who are too many to list. Everyone who ‘gets involved’ 
deserves a huge vote of congratulations and thanks. In addition, to the members who have 
not yet become so involved but who regularly come to our training sessions and events we 
really do appreciate your support as well. 
 
To the members of the Committee, who have ‘worked their socks off’ this year, for their 
enthusiasm, commitment and excellent level of attainment, my special thanks. 
 
It is the many levels of support from members that produces the high standard of the 
projects and activities we initiate and makes RBKA the success it is and the envy of many. 
 
Andrew Buchanan 
1st November 2017 

 
 


