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Reigate Beekeepers
BeeNews September 2017

Photo opportunity of the Month

Comments about and contributions for publication in will be welcomed by the editors.
For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 25th of the preceding month.

Transporting Bee Hives
Moving a number of bee hives is not something that we
at Reigate Beekeepers probably do too often, and usually
not at this time of the year. Even the opportunity to
‘move our bees to the heather’ which beekeepers in
places such as Scotland and Yorkshire may do in the
month of August has probably been missed.
But give a consideration to our beekeeping ancestors
who struggled when they had to move their bee hives,
using transport such as the specially designed bee hive
cart shown in this month’s photograph. This and other
historical items are on display at the fascinating
beekeeping museum of Apiculture which is in a baroque
manor house in the town of Radovljica in Slovenia.

Got an unusual, topical, or interesting bee related image that could
be featured here?  Please send it to the editors today!

Dates for your Diary

Date Event / Description Venue / Contact

Sep, Sat 2nd Newdigate Flower Show (10:00 - 17:00)
Promoting Bees, Beekeeping, RBKA & Honey Sales.

Newdigate Vlg Hall.
Mike Hill

Sep, Wed 6th First Winter Season Meeting (19:00 for 19:30 - 21:00)
Beekeepers Question Time -  Chaired by Mike Hill

Woodhatch Centre.
Andrew Buchanan

Sep, Wed’s
13th,20th & 27th

Winter Team Sessions - (18:30 until dusk)
Finalising the Feeding of Hives & Securing for Winter.

Henfold Copse
Simon & Karen Ford

Sep, Sat 23rd Holmwood Village Day (12:00 - 16:00)
Promoting Bees, Beekeeping, RBKA & Honey Sales.

N. Holmwood Spts Hall
Richard Bradfileld

Oct, Wed 4th Winter Season Meeting (19:00 for 19:30 - 21:00)
Bees Playing Footie & Other Research - talk by Vince Gallo

Woodhatch Centre.
Andrew Buchanan

Oct, Wed 4th Honey Show Entry Labels (19:00 - 21:00)
Collect Entry Labels and drop off Tombola Prizes please.

Woodhatch Centre.
Celia Perry/Julie Thaine

Oct, Fri 6th Set-Up of RBKA Honey Show (17:00 - 21:00’ish)
Setting up Equipment (& Show Entries 19.00 - 20:00).

Reigate Priory Gym.
R. Bradfield /C. Perry

Oct, Sat 7th RBKA’s Honey Show (Doors open 10:00 - 16:00)
Stewards from 08:30, Show Entries 08:30 - 09:00

Reigate Priory Gym.
R. Bradfield /C. Perry

Oct, Thurs-Sat
26th,27th & 28th

National Honey Show (Thu/Fri 09:00-18:30, Sat 08:30-16:30)
Lectures • Workshops • Trade Hall • Honey Show

Sandown Park, Esher
Bob Maurer

Nov, Wed 8th RBKA AGM and Awards (19:00 for 19:30 - 21:00)
Officers Reports, Committee Election, Trophies &  Cert’s.

Woodhatch Centre.
Andrew Buchanan

Nov, Sat 11th BBKA Module Exams (timings notified to candidates)
End of the revision, time to turn the exam paper over.

Venue Notified
Celia Perry

More dates? The Members website has the full year’s Diary Dates Click Here

http://rbkbblog.com/events/diary-dates/
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Our website is updated much more regularly than this monthly
edition of , so click on Members Website for lots more

information and, all the latest news and activity updates.

  Editorial

Hopefully it will not escape your attention as you read or even just scan through this year’s
September , that there are a couple of BIG annual honey shows coming up in October.

Out of curiosity, we looked back at the editorial from last year’s September edition and thought
… we may as well include much of the same message within this year’s September editorial.

Little has changed about what needs to be said, except the direct responsibility for organising
the event that one of your editors now bears. That does add a little more urgency to the message.

This time round then; by next month, at least one of the organisers of our own
RBKA’s Honey Show will have moved up another gear or two into full, possibly
un-controlled, panic mode. It is to be hoped that many aspiring entrants into
the Competition Classes will also have got into a gear. This year’s theme is ‘The
Wonder of Beeswax’.

So we repeat the appeal to ALL members now, to get involved NOW.

Whether that be in offering your services to help set-up, or on the day at the Show itself; or to
decide what you can enter into the Show Classes  … and to get those entries registered.

The members behind the otherwise and hopefully magical appearance of Reigate Beekeeper’s
flag ship public display will then all breath easier during the coming few weeks, knowing that
there will be help on hand and the show benches will be well filled.

And remember that we want to WOW our audience, the public, with great displays of as much
about the wonder of honey bees and the joy of beekeeping as possible.

Maybe you first became interested in beekeeping during a chance visit to one of our shows …….

Richard & Graham

Preparing for Showing - revisited

http://rbkbblog.com
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Members News
Some things change, others don’t

Firstly, due to circumstances beyond our
control there had been a need to change the
originally planned and published venue for the
event that was to complete our last Wednesday
evening Summer meeting on the 30th August.
The annual End-of-Season-Celebration supper
was instead held at The Surrey Oaks pub in
Newdigate.
Some fifty or so members fell upon the hostelry
and thoroughly enjoyed much conviviality,
drinks and an excellent spread of a buffet
supper. Janice Whitehead, together with
Matt, the new publican, organised the affair at
very short notice and deserve many thanks.
Another change, is that the average number of
members and visitors attending each of RBKA's
weekly Training Sessions throughout this
Summer has climbed to sixty-four. This is the
highest average attendance we have ever
enjoyed. Thanks are due to all who have
contributed to a most enjoyable season,
whether the sun shone or it rained.
One of the changes to this Season's Summer
Sessions has been the addition of a series of
talks, some quite impromptu, on subjects
related to activities in the apiary at the time.
Especially when the weather was somewhat
inclement, they served members very well and
by all accounts have been very well received.
Our thanks go to Mike Hill, Vince Gallo, Suzy
Stevens, Bob Maurer, Geoff Blay, Andrew
Cornwall and Adam Leitch, for their inputs.
I'm sure that members will now always find
something of interest at Henfold Copse on
every Wednesday evening during the summer
months regardless of the weather.
I popped into the Division's Honey Extraction
Day at the Village Hall in Newdigate on
Saturday 5th August. It was a hive of activity!
Everyone seemed to be deeply involved in
various elements of the exercise and by the
amount of laughter and general chat, the event
was being very much enjoyed. Thanks go to all
who gave a hand to extract more than 500 lbs.
of honey; to those who ferried the supers hither
and thither; and particularly to Andrew
Cornwall for organising a very smooth
operation.

The honey will be sold at a variety of events
throughout the next twelve months or so and
raise necessary funds to add to subscription
income etc; all needed to run the Division.
On the subject of Subscriptions, a recent
Committee Meeting decided to keep 2017/2018
rates unchanged for all membership categories
… for the 3rd year in succession.
You may be interested to know that for all the
categories that include BBKA Membership (i.e.
Registered, Partner, Country and Junior) a
Capitation Value is deducted by the SBKA and
BBKA from the fees paid. Allowing also for the
BeeCraft subscription, a mere £15 remains for
RBKA from a Registered Members Full Year
Subscription of £58. This typically yields only
about £2,500 per year for RBKA to put towards
providing all the facilities and services it is
hoped you enjoy.
During September, members will receive
Subscription Renewal Forms for their
2017/2018 membership. Early responses,
together with applicable fees paid, will be of
enormous help to: our Treasurer (Vince Gallo)
and our Membership Secretary (Sue Hickson).
Members will also be asked to ensure that the
Gift Aid Declaration at the foot of the Renewal
Form is completed. RBKA is able to claim Gift
Aid on elements of the Subscription and any
additional Donation you are able to make.
(details on the form) It's all grist to the mill!
There will be a Beekeepers Question Time at
the first of RBKA's Monthly Winter Meetings on
Wednesday 6th September, 7:30 pm at
Woodhatch Community Centre. Do come along
and ask our panel of highly knowledgeable and
experienced members about any beekeeping
quandary you may have. Details for each winter
monthly meeting (September through March)
are available on the Members Website.
Don't forget to diarise the RBKA Honey Show
on Saturday 7th October. Celia Perry is hoping
for a bumper lot of entries and Richard
Bradfield is hoping for many enthusiastic
helpers. See the website for Show Schedule,
Entry Forms and Stewarding requirements.

Andrew Buchanan
01306 712773
07879 552582

andrewb38@btinternet.com

mailto:andrewb38@btinternet.com
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Final BBKA Basic Assessment Result
Completing the 2017 roll
call of RBKA successes in
the recent round of
Basic’s, one of our
members took the BBKA
Basic Assessment at
Kingston Division’s apiary
during the 22nd July.

Congratulations for another pass mark of at
least 75% to…

Mary Wynn                     Credit

Information about ‘What Next After the Basic’
is in this edition of  and on the website.

Website News

How do YOU find and USE the Members Website?
Your Webmaster has received a number of
messages from members, belatedly either
advising of changes to their email addresses,
or notifying corrections to their address … and
asking for copies of  missed as result of
not having received the monthly emails.
This puzzles and concerns your Webmaster.

The monthly  email is little more than an
announcement about the availability of the
latest edition, routinely published on or by the
1st of each and every month.

ALL copies of  (for as long as the current

editors have produced it), are accessible and
downloadable directly from the  page of
the Members Website.
Just in case you have been relying solely on the
website link provided with each  email to
find and visit the Members Website …
Firstly - either add http://rbkbblog.com to
your browser’s Favourites or save the link as a
Desktop Shortcut.
Secondly - do make a point of visiting and
browsing the website content frequently ... it
is regularly updated for your benefit.

2016’s Honey Jarred
Thanks are due to Janet Kay,
who, whilst confessing to a
disappointing honey crop from
her own bees this year has,
during the past few months, been
tirelessly jarring up the last
remaining stocks of RBKA’s 2016
honey extractions.

Not always a simple process of quickly
decanting from buckets to bottles;  careful
warming to re-melt bulk honey sufficiently to
pour is often required. All RBKA honey is now
being sold under our new style of ‘Reigate
Beekeepers Surrey Honey’ branded labels.

 Education News

Passed ‘The Basic’ What’s Next ?
Well, until this year, other than simply
practicing what you have learnt to date, the
next formal qualification options were:-
● study for the academically focused BBKA

Theory Modules.
● work towards the Microscopy Certificate.
● prepare for the more practical BBKA's

General Husbandry Assessment.
From 2018, there are also two new practical
Assessments which are intended to help
beekeepers achieve a better awareness of the
needs of honey bees and their management.
They are ‘Breeding Honey Bees’ and
‘Honeybee Health’.
For more detail about these new and existing
courses and assessments, visit the Members
website ‘After “The Basic” - What Next?’

For further information about any of the courses
contact Celia Perry, (Master Beekeeper,
Surrey County Exam Coordinator  and Member
of the BBKA Education Board), or Andrew
Cornwall (RBKA Training Coordinator).

Additional advice and guidance may also be
sought from Adam Leitch (NDB, Master
Beekeeper), who can also advise about useful
courses run by the NDB that can help
candidates working towards many BBKA exams.

The syllabi for all of the current assessments
and modules together with the application form
and details of the fees and dates can be found
on the BBKA website.

The syllabi for Honeybee Health and Honeybee
Breeding will be available in 2018.

http://rbkbblog.com
http://wp.me/p2VGpI-6qg
http://www.bbka.org.uk/learn/examinations__assessments
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  Notice Board (click the          to also find it and more on our website)

RBKA Honey Show
Schedule Available & On-Line Entry OPEN

Submit your Show Bench entries NOW for OUR Honey Show on 7th Oct.
Download the 2017 Schedule from HERE

 ‘New for this year’: Wax Candle Class 10.
(Note that registration of entries for Microscopy Class 22 is now Closed)

Entries already registered for Class 22 need to be submitted by the 6th September.
Closing date for the Registration of all other Entries is Saturday 30th September.

Creative, Energetic and Enthusiastic Volunteers Requested
Help will be needed with the setting up and running of the Honey Show displays,

demonstrations, stalls, sales stands and catering in order to
make this a great event for the visiting public.

If you can spare even just a few hours during setting up on the 6th Oct (evening) or
during the 7th Oct (between 8 am and 6 pm), email Richard Bradfield NOW.

BBKA MODULE EXAMS

Completed application forms, with
fees due, to take Module exams this

November need to be with Celia
Perry by the 23rd September 2017.

http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
https://tinyurl.com/RBK-Honeyshow-2017
https://rbkbblog.files.wordpress.com/2017/06/honey-show-schedule-2017-v3.pdf
mailto:rbkawebmaster@btopenworld.com?subject=Help with Our Honey Show
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  Events News
RBKA’s Honey Show - Help to Make it Happen   by Richard Bradfield

The countdown to our own biggest annual event
has started, and there are only a few weeks to
go until Reigate Beekeepers takes over the Gym
during the preceding evening and Saturday 7th
October for the day at Reigate School.

Honey Show Secretary Celia Perry and myself
have set our planning in motion and now we
are looking to all RBKA’s members to variously,
assist, contribute, participate and enter into the
spirit … and the competition.

The 2017 Honey Show Schedule with full details
of classes, rules, recipes and entry instructions
has been available for a couple of months
already from the Members Website, as well as
being directly circulated to members by email.
Registration of your entries can also be made
on-line, as we would prefer please; or via a
downloadable form, if you prefer.

Please note that the Microscopy class 22 is now
closed to new registrations, but all other classes
remain open until the 28th September.

Elsewhere in this months  are handy
basic tips about preparing entries for show.
Rest assured … it is not rocket science. And if
you have not already entered into a show, there
is nothing to fear. Not even the names of the
entrants are revealed … unless the entry wins
a place. By which time you can be rightly proud
of yours (and your bees) efforts.

And talking of winners,
last years winners of
trophies are reminded to
return them, in the boxes
they were provided with,
to Celia Perry by the end
of September please.

Please please also take note of the information
provided in the Show Schedule about dates and
times for collecting entry labels, delivering show
entries and retrieving them after the show.

The general show will be open to the public
from 10 am until 4 pm. The poster, displayed
in the Noticeboard section, lists most of the
regular main activities and highlights this year’s
‘theme’ as being ‘The Wonder of Beeswax’

All of these activities require members support.
Needed in particular during early October are:

● Tombola Prizes (to Julie Thaine by the 4th
please)

● Plants to Sell (to Karen Thomas by the
evening of the 6th, or before 9 am on the
7th) - please also take home, if any, your
own unsold plants.

● Wax Refining & Moulding Equipment for
display (to Richard Bradfield by the 4th
please).

● Stocks of Honey and other products of the
hive to sell (to Richard Woodhouse during
evenings of the 4th or 6th or by 9 am on the
7th).

● Bottles of Mead for Tasting (to Maggie
Minter by 9 am on the 7th).

● Cakes & Biscuits to sell (to Sue Hickson
by 9 am on the 7th)

VOLUNTEERS ALSO STILL REQUIRED
to help with:-

○ Main setting up Friday evening,(6th).
○ Final preparations early Saturday morning.
○ Clearing away at the end of the show.
○ Supervising/manning some of the stands

and stalls, in particular:-
q Entrance Door
q Tombola
q Plant Sales
q Refreshment Stall

○ Talking to the public in the hall - answering
their questions, explaining what we do,
advising how to ‘help the bees’ etc.

○ Leafleting the public in Reigate High Street
on the day.

○ Distributing posters during September to
venues and locations able to display them.

(Please contact me, Richard Bradfield
to offer your services.)

mailto:richard.d.bradfield@btinternet.com
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Free NHS Entry by helping the SBKA      … appeal from Julie Hogarth SBKA Sec.

Two exciting opportunities for members of Surrey Beekeepers to participate in the show.

Autumn Clinics at Henfold - Report by Bob Maurer

Our Adult Bee Disease Clinics only had
manpower to provide a Nosema Clinic service.
I hope we will increase the number of
microscopists to the point when we can also
test for acarine. Not a presently common
disease, acarine dissection is a harder skill to
learn and retain than checking for nosema.

Running the clinic at Henfold during two usual
summer Wednesday evening activities appears
to have been popular. It provided the chance
for members showing an interest to see what
we were doing and to look at nosema through
a microscope for themselves.
We tested 114 samples during the two
sessions, beating a 2015 record of 113,
although that was a one day clinic. Of the
samples, 33 were from RBKA apiaries and 81
were provided by 22 members; representing a
total of 27 apiaries. 12 apiaries tested positive,
of which 14 were light, 7 were medium and 8
were heavy positive results. That’s 25% of the
samples with some degree of positive result.
The average positive result over the 48 clinics

for which I have records is 23.76% so we are
around what passes as normal for us. Seems
high to me though.
Thanks go to the microscopists helping me;
Alan O’Hea, Nigel Sones, Sue Hickson and
Janet Kay who gave their time so generously;
and to our ‘grinders’ who included Lauren
Kern, Michelle Keast, Laura Wilbraham …
and many others who willingly squashed bee
samples and made up slides. Without them, the
show couldn’t go on! The next clinic will be
during the spring of 2018, probably running in
parallel with our Auction, as in recent years.
If you think you would like to dip a toe into the
world of microscopy for beekeepers then come
along to that spring event and we will be
delighted to give you a taster. All we ask is that
you also volunteer  time to grind up samples.
It is clear that the majority of our 200+
members didn't bother to bring samples from
their colonies to the autumn clinic.  That’s a
shame.  It’s a lot of hard work to set up and
run a clinic.  Use it or loose it guys!

The 86th National Honey Show
is at Sandown Park Racecourse,

Esher KT10 9AJ
Surrey Beekeepers stand
Surrey BKA will have an information stand and
possibly a sales stand (tba) so we need
volunteers to staff the stand.  You will have free
entry to the show in return for half a day’s
work.  We will need:
Thursday 26th October
● Morning session  (09:00 to 13:30) - two

people to set up the stand, engage with
visitors and answer questions.

● Afternoon session (13:30 to 18:00) - two
people to engage with visitors and answer
questions.

Friday 27th October
● Morning session (09:00 to 13:30) -  two

people to engage with visitors and answer
questions.

● Afternoon session (13:30 to 18:00) - two
people to engage with visitors and answer
questions.

Saturday 28th October
● Morning session (08:30 to 13:00) -  two

people to engage with visitors and answer
questions.

● Afternoon session (13:00 to 17:30) - two
people to engage with visitors, answer
questions and (from 16:30) help to take
down the display.

BeeCraft BKids stand.
Next to the BeeCraft stand in the Trade Hall,
SBKA members are requested to help staff the
BKids stand. You will have free entry to the
show in return for half a day’s work encouraging
children who visit the show to take part in a
quiz and other activities to be devised by Pam
Todd.   BeeCraft will need:

One volunteer on • Thursday afternoon,
• Friday morning, • Friday afternoon,
• Saturday morning and • Saturday

afternoon.  (Session timings as above)
If you could help either the Surrey Stand

or the BKids stand please let Richard
Bradfield know the times you can

manage and SBKA will organise a rota.

mailto:richard.d.bradfield@btinternet.com
mailto:richard.d.bradfield@btinternet.com
mailto:richard.d.bradfield@btinternet.com
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Questions & Answers

How Do Honey Bees Reproduce ?  (Part 3 - Queen Bees)

Last month in  we discussed the male
drone bee. The bee that some bee experts feel
may be under-rated and could be the most
important bee in a colony.

This month we look at another really important
bee - the queen.

How Many Queens ?
Most of the time there is just one queen bee in
a colony. New virgin queens and unrelated
queens will fight until there is one survivor.
However, a mother queen and daughter queen
can live together for a while post supersedure,
sometimes for months.

The ‘reigning queen’ is the only reproductive
female capable of laying fertilised eggs,
typically laying about 200,000 eggs annually.
In addition to being a specialist egg-layer, she
secretes a range of pheromones that help to
maintain colony cohesion.

She is dependent upon an ever-changing
retinue of young worker bees for feeding and
cleaning activities and her own behavioural
repertoire is very small. The queen is not in
charge of the colony: there is complete
interdependency of the castes.

The Anatomy of a Queen
The queen is primarily designed for egg laying
and the secretion of numerous pheromones.
She also has the tools required to engage in
mortal combat with any competitor queen that
appears within the nest.

The only reasons she might take flight are to
mate, swarm or abscond from a nest site that
proves unsuitable. As she is exposed to
considerably more hazards outside the nest,
her reproductive anatomy is suited to the
fastest possible mating process. To enhance
the reproductive security of the colony, she is
physiologically adapted for a much longer life
than any other colony member.

Not being involved in nest construction
activities, she has no wax glands. Likewise, not
being a forager she has a short proboscis and
no pollen collecting apparatus. This includes an
absence of plumose hairs, giving her a bald
thorax.

Being fed processed food throughout her entire
life, she has a highly unsophisticated digestive
tract.

Whilst her mandibles are smaller and less
complex than those of a worker, they are very
sturdy and well suited for grabbing other
queens or for cutting into the side wall of
sealed queen cells.

Her sting is curved and has small barbs. It is
only used to kill other queens and it can be
retracted from her victim after use without
injuring herself.

Because her role is mostly conducted within
the dark of the nest, she only needs a small
brain and small eyes. Likewise, her wings
appear small when compared to her abdominal
length.

The Queen’s Reproductive Organs
Possibly the most striking feature of a queen is
her large abdomen that accommodates two
large ovaries and a spermatheca.

Each ovary contains about 150-180 ovarioles,
down which germ cells travel in their
transformation into eggs. Each egg contains a
genetically-unique combination of half the
queen’s genome.

During their journey eggs absorb vitellogenin
derived nutriment from the lining nurse cells.
On leaving the ovaries, eggs pass into the
relevant lateral oviduct and then the median
oviduct, into the roof of which the
spermathecal duct directly opens. A small
quantity of stored semen is deposited onto the
egg as it passes the spermathecal duct if it is
destined to be fertilised. After passing the

Photograph - John Chambers Warwickshire BKA
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vaginal valve, the egg enters the vaginal
chamber and from there it is laid into a cell.

The spermatheca which is filled with sperm is
surrounded by a rich tracheal network and
supplied by a large gland. Both these
structures are essential for ensuring long-term
sperm survival. For sperm to be deposited
from the spermathecal duct onto a passing egg
in the median oviduct, the queen must
transiently open Bresslau’s valve. It is the size
of a queen’s active reproductive organs that
explain the large size of her abdomen and
means she is normally unable to fly.

Why the Queen has a Longer Life
The queen’s longer life than any other bee in
the colony is due to Vitellogenin which is a
complex glycolipoprotein found widely
amongst female egg laying animals, it serves
as a precursor for most of the nutrients found
in egg yolk. However, in the honey bee it is a
substance that promotes youthfulness,
protects against oxidative stress, repairs
damaged tissue and confers longevity to adult
bees. It might also display certain endocrine
properties that inhibits the transition to
foraging behaviour in young bees. Vitellogenin
levels are particularly high within a queen bee
and help to explain her longevity.

The Role of Pheromones
Pheromones are chemicals that are secreted
by exocrine glands in very small quantities in
order to induce specific behavioural responses
in other members of the same species. Liquid
pheromones are tasted whereas volatile
pheromones are detected through olfaction.

During her lifetime, a queen bee will secrete
numerous pheromones from various body
sites. Virgin queen’s mandibular glands secrete
several chemicals that are attractive to drones.

The Timing of New Queen Rearing
When the colony decides to rear a new queen
the locality must already be populated by
sufficient drones for successful mating.
Therefore the colony starts queen rearing
typically about 3-4 weeks after the initiation of
drone brood production within the vicinity and
it stops in late summer.

Types of Queen Cells
For swarming and supersedure, the fertilised
eggs are laid in special vertically-oriented
queen cups, the number and position of these
typically vary as summarised below. Some
authorities say that queen bees are herded
towards the relevant queen cups by workers to
ensure that she lays in them. Others have
described workers moving eggs from worker
cells into queen cups.

Type of Queen Cell Supercedure Cells Swarm Cells

Number
Typically 3 to 6, but sometimes
just one. There might also be 4

backup queen cups.

Typically 15 to 25 queen cells,
sometimes considerably more.

Distribution

Close together in a tight pattern.
Typically above the rim of pollen
on a ‘standoff’ which suspends

the queen cell between the
combs, so it is warm but not
encountered by the queen.

Comb peripheries, especially the
lower edge. More likely to extend

into brood nest interior.

Stages of Development

All charged as a single group
within about a week. All cells at
approximately the same stage of

development. Supersedure
queens essentially emerge as a

group and the ensuing
competition among them leaves

just one survivor.

Queen cells are charged in
instalments over a fortnight or

more. Many stages of
development are evident. The

colony might still be adding more
queen cells. Emergency cells

might be added after the prime
swarm has departed. The queens
emerge in instalments and the
workers determine how wide

scale the fighting is.

To be continued in next month’s edition of when we will look further into the role of the queen.

adapted from an article courtesy of John Chambers, Warwickshire BKA
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 Topical News
Preparing for the RBKA Honey Show - 7th October 2017
This is the month to prepare your entries for
our Honey Show. If this is your first show entry,
or even if you are an old hand at show entries,
the following general information about both
honey and wax show entries may assist you to
win a prize.

Preparing Honey for the Show

There are many different types classes of honey
that may be entered in a show.

(1) Runny Honey
There are three classes of runny honey - light,
medium and dark. Light honey tends to be the
most common followed by medium.

Dark honey tends to be quite rare and it may
be necessary to examine individual combs held
up to a strong light source to determine the
likely colour.

As honey can vary in colour from extremely
pale to almost black it is advisable to try and
sort your combs into different colours so that
you can extract them separately.

Some tips to help win that prize:-
● If possible extract from new comb that is fully

sealed.
● Filter thoroughly through a fine filter cloth

into your settling tank.
● Tilt the settling tank forwards slightly, this

will reduce the collection of air bubbles in the
tap.

● Leave the settling tank to stand for at least
24 hours. This will allow bubbles and
impurities to float to the top forming a slight
scum on the surface of the honey.

● Wash and dry your honey jars, then warm
the jars prior to filling as this will reduce the
formation of unwanted bubbles.

● When filling your jars tilt them slightly to
allow the honey to run down the side of the

jar, again this will help reduce air bubbles
that can be fiddly to remove later.

● Always over fill jars, this will give you a slight
excess that can be skimmed off if required to
remove any final imperfections and still
maintain the required weights.

● Allow the honey to settle in the jars before
removing any further bubbles that may
appear.

● Bubbles may be removed by use of a spoon
or even a warm knitting needle.

● Once you have completed removing bubbles
replace your lids ensuring they are spotlessly
clean and leave sealed.

Don’t be tempted to open the jars again until
judging takes place, because the first thing the
judge will do on removal of the lid is to smell
the aroma of the honey that has built up in the
jar since sealing it. Also you risk allowing dust
particles onto the surface of the honey.

Finally, a day or so before the show if you find
your honey has lost some of its sparkle, put the
jars into a warming cabinet to clear it. (This can
be an old fridge with a light bulb in the bottom),
or you can stand the jars of honey in hot water.

(2) Crystallised/Naturally Set Honey
On initial bottling following the steps for runny
honey, ensuring removal of all air bubbles as
these cannot be removed once the honey is set.

Allowing the honey to set by
natural granulation to the
extent required for showing
takes time, so you will need to
establish which of your honey
is suitable well in advance of
the show and jar it in plenty
of time to allow it to fully set.

The time that honey takes to granulate can vary
dramatically from a few days to several weeks
or months, so allow yourself plenty of time. It
is also advisable to prepare more jars of
granulated honey than you require so that you
have a selection to choose from as the end
result can vary from a completely even colour
to slight or even completely frosted
appearance. (Slight frosting is acceptable for
showing purposes).

Photographs - entnemdept.ufl.edu / chillcottsfarm.co.uk
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(3) Crystallised/Soft Set Honey
Different to honey that is
allowed to crystallise and set
naturally, which may be gritty
to the taste, soft set honey
can be produced using a
method developed by
Professor Dyce. Finely ground
honey crystals are used to
‘seed’ the growth of
crystallisation at controlled
temperatures, and produce a smoother set
honey.
See the  November 2012 edition for
advice about how to make this type of honey.

(4) Creamed Honey
Another alternative type often called creamed
honey is achieved by mashing and blending
until you are left with a completely smooth and
creamy consistency, the honey should not have
coarse granulations once fully creamed.

Allow creamed honey to stand for at least 24
hours before putting into jars this will allow air
bubbles to rise to the surface.

(5) Honey Frames
New frames that are freshly drawn this year
are best for this class, as the wax and cappings
will be a nice pale white to lemony colour. Older
frames are darker in colour and less attractive.

The normal requirement for this class is one
shallow frame suitable for extraction. The comb
should be fully drawn out edge to edge and
every cell filled with extractable run honey that
is fully capped.

You should check the frame by holding it in
front of a bright light. This will enable you to
check that there is no pollen or other
contamination as you will lose points for these.

Frames should be as clean as possible. Remove
any wax or propolis from the top and side bars
by using a scraper or Stanley knife blade, being
careful not to damage the comb or yourself.

Once complete display in a frame display case.

(6) Cut Comb
Once again cut comb should be
freshly drawn, containing
runny honey and be fully
capped. Unlike frames for ext
raction the foundation should be unwired.

If you use wide spacing you will achieve a
thicker comb that will as far as possible fill a
cut comb container.

You will need to make yourself a template to
enable you to cut the comb out in the shape of
your container. Alternatively you can purchase
a cutter specifically for the job. If you choose
to use a knife you will get a cleaner cut if you
heat it first.

(7) Chunk Honey
As with the cut comb you will need to make
yourself a template. The chunk of honey should
ideally be large enough to fit tightly from the
bottom of your honey jar to the neck, the comb
cells should be pointing up as found in hive.

Once you have positioned the comb in the jar,
slowly fill with runny honey allowing the air to
escape.

Whilst chunk honey can be fiddly the results
can be extremely attractive combining the
advantages of runny honey and honey comb
all in a jar. It is also very popular with customers.

                  adapted from an article courtesy of
Bernie Perkins and Taunton & District BKA

Preparing Wax for the Show

Wax is the other major bee hive product that
is entered at a honey show.

Colour is one of the most important attributes
for good show winning wax, it can vary in colour
from almost white to black depending on your
source. Generally speaking, judges prefer a
pale primrose/lemon colour, (muddy beige or
coloured wax rarely wins prizes).

The best coloured wax will normally come from
wax cappings. When you are extracting the
honey look at the colour of the cappings, try to
separate off the different colours and save them.

The following is a description of the stages
usually used to produce a show wining entry.

Stage (1) - Select and Clean
To help remove honey which
can prevent the wax forming a
solid block, the cappings are
soaked overnight in pure soft
water, washed, and then
spread out to dry. Any discoloured pieces or
debris are removed. This process may be
repeated.

Photographs - apidea.co.uk / / ebeehoney.com / curbstonevalley.com
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The wax is then carefully and slowly heated
until it melts and is passed through a series of
strainers, then finally into a container with
water in the base. Because the wax floats this
allows debris to settle into the water. This raw
wax block is then left until you are ready for
the next stage.

Stage (2) – Melt and Filter
Beeswax melts at 62-64°C,
but if heated above 85°C
discolouration occurs. So a
double boiler with a pot
within a water bath (called a
bain-marie) is best used to
heat the wax very gently. It
is not stirred, so that
impurities are not disturbed and drop to the
bottom. The clean wax floats on the top.

This top clean wax only is poured through filters
into a container. The required mould can then
be prepared.

It is important that the mould has sloping sides,
no blemishes, and is the correct shape. This
mould is put in the oven and warmed to
43-50°C.

Stage (3) - Pour and Cool
The wax is heated again very
gently to make it liquid, and
is poured carefully, slowly and
evenly without splashing into
the warm mould. This is then placed in the
centre of the oven at 43-50°C, checking
carefully that it is level.

The oven is turned off and left to cool for 8–10
hours. It is important that it cools very slowly,
hence the mould and wax are left in the oven
to cool, or placed in a foam insulating container.
Wax that cools too quickly will have higher
‘shoulders’ at its edges, may be sunken, have
blemishes, or even have surface cracks. No air
should flow over the wax because this may
cause surface ripples.

Stage (4) - Release and Polish
The last stage is finishing the
wax. If the wax does not
release from the mould easily,
it is put in the freezer for a
short time. When removed
from the mould, the surface of the wax can be
polished gently with a silk or nylon cloth.

Photographs - candletech.com / melindajeanstafford / dir.indiamart.com

Preparing Honey Show Entries makes sense

Remember if you do prepare a good entry for our own
RBKA Honey Show on the 7th October, or if you

have some additional entries, they can also be entered
into the National Honey Show at the end of October,
as well as the Surrey County and South of England

Shows which will be held early in 2018.

Prepare once …….. Use four times !!!

Go to FRONT PAGE for HEADLINE NEWS, APIARY TASKS, FEATURED ANNOUNCEMENTS and NEXT
BIG EVENT items. Visit the NOTICE BOARD for all the latest general information and to the
KNOWLEDGE BASE for beekeeping skills information. To see Who’s Who, look under the
MEMBERSHIP tab, and ALL the available Diary Dates are under the EVENTS menu tab, plus more !website

Did you know ?

E numbers are codes for substances which can be used as food additives for use within the
European Union and Switzerland (‘E’ stands for Europe). They are commonly found on food
labels throughout the EU. Safety assessment and approval are the responsibility of the
European Food Safety Authority. E901 is beeswax used as a glazing agent. Beeswax is found
as a coating on many items from fruits such as apples and pears, to pastilles and the sprinkles
for fairy cakes. Coating food items in beeswax gives an appealing, shiny coating.

Bee Facts
With our focus on preparing wax for the Honey Show this month
do you know the relevance of E901 ?

http://rbkbblog.com/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/knowledge-base/index/
http://rbkbblog.com/membership/whos-who/
http://rbkbblog.com/diary-dates/
http://reigatebeekeepers.org.uk/

