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Reigate Beekeepers
BeeNews June 2017

Photo opportunity of the Month

Comments about and contributions for publication in will be welcomed by the editors.
For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 25th of the preceding month.

Essential Outside Facilities
This photograph taken by Sue Hickson shows
the ‘must have’ facilities for an up market
mountain farm house in Nepal - a water storage
urn, an outside privy, and a bee hive on the
roof of the privy!! Better known for the
extraordinary feats where collectors take great
risks when scaling mountain walls  to harvest
wild honey, beekeeping in Nepal started about
20 years ago. And this hive location probably
still presents dangers to those using the privy.

Got an unusual, topical, or interesting bee related
image that could be featured here?
 Please send it to the editors today!

Dates for your Diary
Date Event / Description Venue / Contact

June, Wed 7th Summer Season Meeting (18:00 for 18:30 - 21:00)
Beginners, Basic & Improvers + Varroa Treatment Talk

Henfold Apiary
Andrew Buchanan

June, Wed 7th Deliver SoE Show Entries (18:00 - 21:00)
Have your Honey Show entries taken (& returned) for you!

Henfold Copse
Richard Bradfield

June, 8th -10th South of England Show (9:00 - 17:00 each day)
Promoting Bees, Beekeeping, Honey Show & Honey Sales.

Ardingly Show Ground
Richard Bradfield

June, Sun 11th SWT Bay Pond Open Day (11:00 - 17:00)
Promoting Bees, Beekeeping, RBKA & Honey Sales.

Godstone RH9 8LT
Mike Hill/Vince Gallo

June, Wed’s
14th, 21st, 28th

Summer Season Meeting (18:00 for 18:30 - 21:00)
Beginners, Basic & Improvers.

Henfold Apiary
Andrew Buchanan

June, Sat 17th Taster Day (09:30 - 16:30)
Introduction to Beekeeping via presentations and demo’s.

Henfold Apiary
Mike Hill & Gill Simpson

June, Sat 17th Mock Basic Assessment Workshop (10:00 - 13:00)
A ‘walk & talk’ through the practical & questions.

Henfold Apiary
Celia Perry

June, Sat 17th Last day for bookings to take Basic Assessment
Completed booking forms and payment to Celia Perry.

Hand deliver or Post
Celia Perry

July, Sun 2nd Go Green at Gatton (12:00 - 17:00)
Promoting Bees, Beekeeping, RBKA & Honey Sales.

Gatton Park, Reigate
Jack Chapman

July, Wed 5th Summer Season Meeting (18:00 for 18:30 - 21:00)
Beginners, Basic & Improvers + Harvest & Extract talk.

Henfold Apiary
Andrew Buchanan

July, Wed’s
12th, 19th, 26th

Summer Season Meeting (18:00 for 18:30 - 21:00)
Beginners, Basic & Improvers.

Henfold Apiary
Andrew Buchanan

July, Sat 15th Summer BBQ Evening (18:00 - 21:00)
Party time - bring your own food to cook & drinks to drink.

Henfold Copse
Andrew Buchanan

More dates? The Members website has the full year’s Diary Dates Click Here

mailto:beesandhoneyinfo@gmail.com
mailto:michaelfmain@hotmail.com
mailto:beesandhoneyinfo@gmail.com
http://rbkbblog.com/events/diary-dates/
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Our website is updated much more regularly than this monthly
edition of , so click on Members Website for lots more

information and, all the latest news and activity updates.

  Editorial

Last month our editorial rambled on about Understanding, Appreciating and Participating
in various aspects of beekeeping; by way of covering many of that month’s articles. This month,
an adaptation of often quoted words from JFK’s inaugural address seems very relevant.

“Ask not what your club can do for you - ask what you can do for your club”.
This month we pay our respects to one member who had done an immeasurable amount for
Reigate Division in so many ways and over many many years. The passing of Malcolm Broatch
is a great loss to us and his wife Mary and family. But he we will remain with us as a fine example
of a life of dedication to bees, beekeeping and Reigate Beekeepers. Nurturing and developing
them all in equal measure.

The fruits of Malcolm’s many years of nurturing Reigate Beekeepers is that our division is in
need now, more than perhaps ever before, of more members to step up and take a more active
role in the day to day and month by month functioning of the division.

And whilst we are into using famous quotes, we may as well continue by rolling out the age old
adage ‘Many Hands Make Light Work’… adding that the more ‘hands’ there are, the more
enjoyable and satisfying that light work also becomes.

Please don’t leave it all ‘to the usual suspects’ that turn out dutifully in response to pleas for
help. Instead, do read the Notice-board message on Page 7 and consider wether you could
contribute in some SMALL way that will make a BIG difference to how Reigate moves forward.

There are probably a shed load of other ‘by-the-way’ points to make here that might not be
included within this months , but they will have to wait.

Richard & Graham

Contributing to the Smooth Running of our Division

http://rbkbblog.com
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Members News

Making the Best of It

Here I go again banging on about the weather!
But everybody else is, so why shouldn't I?

During most Wednesdays since the start of the
Summer Sessions at Henfold Copse it has been
a tad too chilly to really open up the colonies
for deep inspections. However, we have to deal
with what we are given and do our best!

Talking of best, I must congratulate Mike Hill,
Andrew Cornwall, Vince Gallo and Geoff
Blay, ably assisted by Colin Clement and
Suzy Stevens for the excellent short talks that
they have given following the short visits to the
hives. When the weather is against beekeeping
as such, Mike and his team plan to fill any
Wednesday evening sessions, with talks on a
variety of topics.

Hence, however inclement the weather, there
will always be something of interest going on
at Henfold Copse.

Most of us will be aware that there have been
a lot of swarms this year. Our Swarm Collection
Team have been inundated with calls to remove
bees from all sorts of awkward places and as
a result of their efforts, and donations from
happy recipients of the swarms, they have
already earned over £1,000 and the swarming
season isn't over yet! I understand that they
have a shortage of boxes from members who
might like to take a swarm. Thanks to the entire
team for carrying out this time consuming work.

The next biggish project at Henfold is the
acquisition of a fourth storage container,
hopefully during August.

This will be divided into two parts so as to
house various items of House and Grounds
equipment in one part and Bee Suits, Wellies
and Gloves etc. in the other.

Colin Clement is trying to recruit a team to
prepare the site where the container will be
placed. Anyone who would care to join in on
Saturday 1st July from 8:30 am until about
1:00 pm should contact Colin on Wednesday
evenings. Your help will be very much
appreciated and you will be greeted with bacon
butties, tea, coffee and a lot of fun.

Looking a little further into July, please make
a note in you diary of the Date for RBKA's

Annual Bar-B-Q,
Saturday 15th July at Henfold Copse

6.00pm until dusk

Last month I ended by hoping that the parking
areas at Henfold Copse would be suitable for
carrying vehicles. I'm pleased to report that all
areas are now available. Indeed, I ask all
members who come to Henfold to park as tidily
as possible making use of all space, without
blocking cars in and without blocking the direct
line from Henfold Lane to the beehives. Our
neighbouring farmer is very good to RBKA by
allowing our members to park on his land when
ground conditions are poor. However, this is
not an invitation to use his land all year
through. He would be grateful if our members
maximized our space before using his. Thank
you for your co-operation.

Andrew Buchanan
01306 712773
07879 552582

andrewb38@btinternet.com

BBKA Membership Cards
The June edition of BBKA News that will have
been landing on doormats during the last week
of May includes your BBKA Membership Card
on the back of the separate address page inside
the magazine’s plastic wrapper.
Just in case you failed to notice the prompt
‘IMPORTANT: MEMBERSHIP CARD ENCLOSED
please see overleaf’ you may need to rummage
in your refuse bin.

Hand Made Cards for Sale
Wednesday evening meeting attendees may
have seen these already, but do please note
that Anna Slade is selling her delightful hand
made beekeeping themed cards for £6 each.

A sizable
percentage
of that cost
is then
being then
donated to
RBKA.

mailto:andrewb38@btinternet.com
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It is with great sadness that we record the death of
Malcolm Broatch, our Immediate Past President.

Malcolm was introduced to the craft of beekeeping
by his father-in-law when he lived in Hertfordshire.
He moved, with his new wife Mary, to Gatton Road,
Reigate in the mid-sixties and soon after joined the
Reigate Beekeepers Association.

Andrew Buchanan, our current Chairman recalls the
enormous contribution that Malcolm made
throughout his membership ...

“His advice, enthusiasm, encouragement and
great generosity, so readily given, were
significant factors in the growth and success of
Reigate BKA especially towards the acquisition
and development of Henfold Copse. Malcolm’s
service and involvement included being a
Committee Member, Hon. Treasurer, Chairman
and until recently, President”.

… the presence of so many RBKA members at his funeral service, including our current
President, Mike Hill and our current Chairman, demonstrated the high regard in which
Malcolm was held and recognition of his outstanding support.

Many members recall with pleasure the many times that they spent with Malcolm in his
garden, to join him in what he called "a spot of beekeeping"…

"I am so terribly saddened by the news of Malcolm's passing. He was very special.
Malcolm was the best beekeeper I have had the privilege to meet. Without ever
pushing an approach he taught me more than anyone else ever has. He opened his
bees once a month on the first Monday of the month and he made many of his
beekeeping judgments by looking at the flight board. Less was always more. His
beekeeping was as gentle as his personality and the proof of this pudding was in the
hundreds of pounds of honey his bees produced each year. I shall miss him."

… a tribute from Paul Cleaver, a previous Chairman, who also lived for many years near
Malcolm's house.

Another past Chairman recounts …

"For me, Malcolm has 'been there' ever since I started beekeeping. Malcolm never
pushed himself forward but was always there if you needed him with wise advice,
kindly offered, about beekeeping and also, for me, much appreciated advice about
the management of Reigate Beekeepers Association and our relationship with Surrey
BKA. Malcolm kept himself up to date with RBKA affairs and his eagle eye on our
accounts was helpful on many occasions. In his time as a member, Chairman and
subsequently our President, Reigate BKA has grown from a small club to the thriving
association we know today. Malcolm and Mary have been stalwart supporters of RBKA
events. The current success of Reigate BKA owes much more to them than most
members will ever know. I'm sure Mary knows this but it's worth repeating that she
will always be part of the RBKA family and I hope we will see her at many future
events."

… a tribute from Bob Maurer, now Chairman of our umbrella organisation, the Surrey
Beekeepers Association.

ObituaryJames Malcolm Broatch
1930 - 2017
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In addition, Malcolm was actively involved in many beekeeping events including Honey
Shows at which he often won prizes and at Fairs and Farmers Markets where he proudly
sold both his own, other members' and Club honey. He took particular pride in his own
special wax cream product.

A further recollection that reveals another of Malcolm’s  many qualities …

“There was an occasion when Malcolm and I went out to Reigate Heath Golf Club to
answer a distress call from the Club Secretary.  A swarm of bees had landed near the
green of the 9th hole, interrupting the final round of Ladies Day … as a matter of the
utmost urgency, we were asked to remove this obstacle ASAP?  Calm as ever, Malcolm
did the job quickly and efficiently and we then entered the Secretary's office to report
this success.  When the Secretary said he did not know how to thank us enough,
Malcolm immediately suggested, "Life membership for two." Unfortunately, his request
was not granted - but it illustrates Malcolm's lovely quick wit, and quiet humour.”

… a tribute from Richard Woodhouse, long time neighbour, friend of some forty years,
honey sales stall and swarm collecting partner.

Finally, another great virtue of Malcolm’s must be mentioned. Namely his stoicism and
courage in dealing with pain and disability, and the troubles of old age.  Increasingly in his
last few years he had trouble with his knees, resulting finally in immobility.  This caused
him to suffer at least one serious fall, which put him in hospital for a while.  Other troubles
also intervened, which also necessitated trips to hospital.  Yet he was never heard to dwell
on his troubles, or complain.  He bore these troubles patiently, and with dignity.

So in this and all other ways, he lived up to the description of him which has been heard
from so many people on hearing of his death - a true gentleman.

We shall miss him.
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  Notice Board (click the          to also find it and more on our website)

Stoke Park, Guildford
Bank Holiday Monday

29th May 2017
Organised in conjunction

with the
Surrey Beekeepers’

Association

Thurs 8th, Fri 9th & Sat 10th June
Topping the list above of activities is the

COMPETITION SHOW.

Entering the competition could not be
simpler ...
● Read the Show Schedule

● Complete & post the Honey Entry Form
with any fees payable by the 3rd June.

● 5 or more entries entitle you to FREE
entry to the entire Show ground.

● Prepare your entries.

● Honey to also SELL at the show? Enter
details on the Honey Entry Form.

● Bring all your entries to Henfold Copse
on the 7th June for Richard Bradfield at
beesandhoneyinfo@gmail.com to take
to the show.

Summer Party
Saturday 15th July

For all members to celebrate the summer
of beekeeping with families and friends in
the peaceful ambiance of Henfold Copse.
● BBQ’s will be being set-up and started

to get the charcoals going from 5pm.
● Members (with families and friends

invited too) should arrive by 5:45 pm.
● Cooking on the BBQ’s of the cookables

that you bring commences by 6pm.
● The rest will just flow … like the

refreshments you bring with you.
See the website post for full information

and booking details.

Mock Basic
Saturday 17th June

Planning to, wanting to or even just
thinking about taking the BBKA Basic

Assessment this year?
Bob Maurer and Celia Perry are running
a Mock Basic group workshop session at
Henfold Copse to enable you to experience
how the assessments will be conducted and

to help you in your final preparations.
Contact Celia asap to reserve a place on

the Mock Basic session.
The 17th June is also the deadline date to

have booked to take the Basic Assessment.

BBKA Basic
Assessment

Saturday 15th July
To take the Basic Assessment, you need

to fill in an application form, copies of
which will be available from Celia at
Henfold on a Wednesday, or you can

download one directly from BBKA’s website
(click here).

Completed application forms required by
Celia no later than 17th June, either with a
cheque for £20 or a payment receipt No.

from BBKA if paying directly by credit card.

http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
https://rbkbblog.files.wordpress.com/2017/02/seas-bees-honey-a4-poster-2017.pdf
https://rbkbblog.files.wordpress.com/2017/02/seas-bees-honey-a4-poster-2017.pdf
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://www.seas.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/SEAS-Bees-Honey-leaflet-2017-WEB.pdf
http://www.seas.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/SEAS-Bees-Honey-booking-form-2017-WEB.pdf
http://www.seas.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/SEAS-Bees-Honey-booking-form-2017-WEB.pdf
mailto:beesandhoneyinfo@gmail.com
https://rbkbblog.com/2017/04/29/summer-bbq-party-saturday-15th-july/
http://wp.me/p2VGpI-34i
https://www.bbka.org.uk/files/library/appform_13c_1381739800.pdf
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During the past few years the work of administration and organisation
of Reigate Beekeepers has increased to a level that now needs a larger
team to maintain the facilities and standards to which members and the
public have become accustomed.

The number of internal and external events in which we are involved, often by
invitation, has also been growing.

Hitherto, most of the work essential to the smooth running of each of our
services has been undertaken by a small number of members, mainly
Committee members !

If all the facilities and events, enjoyed by the membership, are to
continue in the way we have become accustomed, more volunteers are
needed.

Members are urgently wanted to take over responsibility for the following roles:

A specification / job description for each role is available for inspection by any members
who would like to consider being able to help.

Please contact Andrew Buchanan, by phone: 01306 712773  or mobile: 07879 552582
or by email: andrewb38@btinternet.com

RBKA REALLY DOES NEED YOU !

Equipment Purchase & Sales

Swarm Collection

Summer Village Shows

Out-Apiary Offers

Spring Lunch

Summer B-B-Q

End of Season Supper

Winter Meeting Speakers

Quartermaster

Coordinator

Coordinator

Coordinator

Organiser

Organiser

Organiser

Organiser

HELP

Oh dear, another ‘really bad weather day’, with
rain, wind and cold.  And yes, yet again I had
failed to bring my bee suit, thinking that this
bad weather would prevent us looking at bees.
But I had not anticipated Vince’s plans, or the
canopy which had been mounted above Hive
5!  All this allowed Vince, plus intrepid small
elite, to inspect the two lower brood boxes,
under cover, to find seven “pan pipe” QC’s
under the SB, which they reduced
appropriately. In view of the poor weather since
the previous inspection, the SB box was left
alone, as were its side draws. So the upstairs
colony, with Q above the SB, stays unchanged.

After re-assembling
everything, the team
then marched back,
carrying the canopy,
like a victorious
army marching back
to Rome in triumph
– see photo.

Since then, the weather has at last improved,
with sunny spells now replacing the grey skies,
rain and cold winds.
So beware fresh swarms, some of which have
already begun!

Apiary News
Extracts from a Mentor’s Diary from Richard Woodhouse

Mentor’s Photograph - Richard Woodhouse

mailto:andrewb38@btinternet.com 
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Surrey County Show - @ Stoke Park, Guildford
Since the weather is featuring rather significantly in much that we are doing, reference must
be made to the fact that considering it was a Bank Holiday Monday, it could have been a lot
worse. It might not have been quite the bright sunny day that was hoped for to get the punters
out. It was however at least kind in not raining during the setting up and breaking down, and
only dropped the occasional short sharp shower onto the public during the day. Meanwhile,
inside the Bees & Honey tent, the activities, demonstrations, sampling, and sales ticked along
nicely with a reasonably steady stream of ever curious and concerned public passing through.

The show benches were very well stocked with some 145 entries. But, it
has to be said, not many at all from the largest of SBKA’s divisions. Between
them Guildford, Farnham and Weybridge division members accounted for
about 90% of those submitting entries. Undaunted, one Reigate member
did manage to win himself the Golder Memorial Plate for 1st Place in the
Novice Honey Class 312. Otherwise, Farnham Division won the Vincent
Challenge Cup by gaining the most points from its members.

Reigate members were in evidence as Stewards
during the day, helping behind the Straw Draw,
Taste of Honey and Candle Rolling tables; in
front of the Information display and in helping
to provide a couple of the hourly live hive
inspection demonstrations that ran throughout
the busy day.

  Events News

South of England Show - 8th, 9th & 10th June by Richard Bradfield

There ARE still a few days left between when you hopefully read this and the 3rd June, when
the deadline for registering your entries into the South of England Honey Show is reached.

● If you have already entered something … well done and thank you.
● If you could, but have not, please do NOW, by the 3rd June. (Click Here)

Whether or not you are intending to visit the show on one of the three days, I can take any
entries to the show on the morning of the 8th, if you get them to Henfold during the evening
of the 7th. I can also return them to you the following Wednesday.

And if you are planning to visit the show … do drop in and see what is being provided in terms
of information, entertainment, competition and retail therapy.

YOUR Local Town or Village Fair
Elsewhere in this edition you will hopefully read
the appeal for members to step up and take on
some of the many coordinating or organising
roles that keep everything ticking along in the
division, at least reasonably smoothly.
One of those roles is the coordination of the
many fairs and fetes that RBKA attend during
the summer months to promote, beekeeping,
RBKA and to sell some of the divisions and your
honey in the process. However, for such events
…….coordination is only half the story.
We also need volunteer members, preferably
from within or near to each event locality to

actually help on the day of the events. That
help can range from setting up and/or
dismantling a gazebo, displays of information
and sales stock, to manning the sales bench,
supervising an observation hive if present, and
engaging with the public on ‘bee matters’. It
need only take a few hours of your time in or
near the locality where you live.
And if a summer event near you would like
RBKA to participate, and our coordinator
believes we have the resources to do so …
suggest it.
Please contact Mike Hill to offer your services.

http://www.seas.org.uk/info/competing/competing-south-england-show/bees-honey/
https://rbkbblog.com/whos-who/contact-mike-hill-president-committee-member/
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Questions & Answers

How do I Deal with Queen Cells when I cannot find the Queen ?

So you discover that the hive contains multiple
queen cells in various stages of development,
and you can’t find the queen. What do you do?

The alternatives that may spring to mind could
be - leave it alone or cut out all the queen cells.
Neither of these is good beekeeping practice,
in fact they are not really beekeeping at all.

Leaving it alone will probably result in a swarm
with the loss of many of the bees from the
colony, (along with the honey crop), and also
cause problems for neighbours and those
further afield whose chimneys and walls may
be chosen as the bees’ new home.

The second option, though giving brief respite
from the problem, will frustrate the bees,
probably lead to the production of emergency
cells and eventually an inferior queen in the
colony.

The other concern with cutting out all the
queen cells is that there may not be a queen in
the colony at all. If she has already left, the
colony may be rendered queenless and without
the means of raising any emergency cells.

Remember that the colony can be divided into
three parts:

1. The queen
2. The brood and young bees
3. The foragers

Any method of swarm control demands that we
separate one of these from the other two and
there are numerous ways of doing this, but all
of them demand that you know where the
queen is.

However, there are methods of controlling a
swarm where it is not necessary to see or find
the queen. The following is a description of one
of these methods.

This method uses two of the ‘Rules’ from Celia
Davis which where featured in last month’s
edition of .

● If you put all the bees in a box, the queen (if
she is still in the hive)  must be among them.

● Young bees are attracted to brood and will
move to cover it.

There is another ‘Rule’ that should be
mentioned, and which failure to observe has
resulted in many queenless colonies.
● Never remove any queen cells until you have

selected one you want to keep and marked
its frame.

So to the method:

Equipment Needed
● Spare brood box full of foundation (or clean

drawn comb).
● Spare floor, crown board and roof.
● Bee brush.
● A spare brood box or cardboard box. (To put

the brood frames in temporarily).

Method
● Move the existing hive to one side.
● Replace it with the spare floor and brood box

on the original site.
● Remove one frame from the middle of this

box and put to one side.
● Look at all the frames in the existing hive to

identify and select an unsealed queen cell
with a healthy larva which has been supplied
with plenty of royal jelly.

● Mark this frame with a drawing pin, remove
any other queen cells, and return it.

● Put one frame from the original colony,
containing mainly sealed brood and with all
its adhering bees, but no queen cells, into
the space in the middle of the new box. It
doesn’t matter if the queen is on it.

● Take each frame in turn from the existing
hive and shake all the bees into the new box,
removing queen cells as you go. Brush the
bees from the frame carrying the selected
queen cell. DO NOT SHAKE THIS FRAME.

(It is easier to remove a few frames to create
a space in the new box, so that the bees can
be shaken inside the box rather than above it.)
Use your spare box or cardboard box to store
the frames until the old brood box has been
cleared of all its bees.
● Return all the frames, which are now clear of

bees to the original box, closing them up and
filling the space left by the frame you
removed with the frame of foundation
removed from the new box. This should be
placed on the outside of the brood nest.
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● Put a queen excluder on top of the new box
and the original box containing all the brood
on top of this.

● Close up the hive and leave until the next
day.

The Following Day
Overnight most of the young bees will move up
to cover the brood, leaving some young ones,
all the foragers and the queen in the bottom
box. Remove the top box to a new floor.

You have now performed an artificial swarm
(The Pagden method) without finding the
queen, but you have not finished yet.

A Week Later
Since only an unsealed queen cell was left, the
new queen cannot emerge for at least a week
so the hive cannot swarm. However, the

colony may have made emergency cells in the
meantime (sometimes they do, and sometimes
they don’t).

Any emergency cells must be removed and this
must be done with great care, as they can be
so small, a single bee may cover one up.

Once you are satisfied that all have been
disposed of, leaving just the good, selected
cell, now sealed, the colony can be left alone
until the new queen is mated.

A word of caution: the weather needs to be
mild to carry out this procedure, with no
plunging night-time temperatures. The
workers will take a little time to move onto the
brood and it could easily chill.

          adapted from an article courtesy of Celia
Davis, Warwickshire BKA

  Swarm Stories

For many members, whether already actively
participating in Swarm Collection, maybe
wanting to become involved, or if simply likely
to receive ‘a swarm call’ from a neighbour or
someone who knows you are a beekeeper …
Gerry James has created a ‘Swarm Call
Information’ form that may be very useful.

The printed form, kept ‘with or by-the-phone’
includes a set of fields that need to be filled in
during the phone call to record key details of
the location and situation of the swarm being
reported, as well as prompts to help the caller
confirm or otherwise whether what they are
seeing are indeed honey bees. Provision is also
made to record the outcome of the swarm call.

As well as being a useful aide memoir for the
beekeeper, it also enables someone else,
perhaps taking the call on behalf of the
beekeeper, to ask the right questions and
record the essential information for the
beekeeper to act upon.

Finally, if all swarm collectors used this (or a
similar) recording process, the gathering up of
of all the records at the end of the season would
provide a ready made Swarm Report.

Click Here to view and download Gerry’s form.

To this end, Gerry has already offered to pull
together a report of his own Swarm Collecting
activities. He has also offered to collect and
analyse equivalent data from the other
collectors at the end of the season, from which
a report can be provided to the committee.

Meanwhile the team do still need you to be:

● Preparing a swarm box NOW
● Contacting one of the team (near to you)
● Delivering the swarm box to that person

Check the Who’s Who listing for Swarm Team
members areas and contact phone numbers.
Read The Swarm Collection System post
Read the Preparing your Swarm Box post.

Swarm Phone Call - Aide Memoir  by Richard Bradfield

Did you know ?

A mongoose is more powerful than a smoker

Due to years of drought in Africa some Maasai tribesmen have been forced to switch from their ancient cattle
herding to beekeeping. Originally the Maasai had no bee suits, so being naked they would tend the hives early in
the morning when the bees could not see them properly. Fortunately they have since used profits to buy bee suits.
They sell their honey locally and in the capital, Nairobi. The biggest threat to the hives has been the mongoose.
The tribesmen say that mongooses climb the trees and release gas from their anus on to the hive, and the foul
smell drives away the bees so they can they can safely eat the honey. source BBC News

Bee Facts

http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
https://rbkbblog.files.wordpress.com/2017/05/swarm-call-information-form-example.docx
https://rbkbblog.com/whos-who/
https://rbkbblog.com/2013/04/16/the-swarm-collection-system/
https://rbkbblog.com/2013/04/05/preparing-your-swarm-box/
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June Forage

 Horticultural News

Despite the so-called 'June gap' - which refers
to a period when there is a sudden reduction
in the amount of pollen and nectar around to
feed honey bees, there is still plenty of forage.

Trees
● Horse chestnut (aesculus hippocastrum)
● Laburnum, common (laburnum vulgaris)
● Lime (tilia)
● Medlar (mespilus germanica)

Shrubs & Climbers
● Abelia triflora
● Abutilon Vitifolium — a tall shrub with many

flowers often covered in bees

● Azaleas and rhododendrons
● Buddleia globosa
● Ceanothus
● Cotoneaster
● Clematis, early and mid season cultivars
● Deutzias
● Hebes albicans, County Park, Bowles Variety

and B.Hybrid
● Fuchsias, several varieties
● Heathers, tree varieties and some shrub

varieties
● Lavender
● Lilacs (syringa)
● Mock orange (philadelphus)
● Photinia davidiana Palette
● Raspberry - Rubus rosifolius

● Rose (many varieties flowerearly)
● Rosemary, erect and prostrate
● Viburnums
● Weigela
● Wisteria

Perennials
● Alliums
● Aquilegia
● Geraniums
● Some hellebores still
● Irises
● Lupins
● Pelargoniums
● Paeonies
● Poppies, oriental (papaver orientale)
● Strawberries
● Sunroses (helianthemum)
● Wallflowers (erysimums) Bowles Mauve,

Fragrant Sunshine and other fairly short lived
varieties

Annuals and Biennials
● Broad beans

Honey Bee foraging on Broad Beans

● Marigolds, reputed to be good for attracting
beneficial insects that help control greenfly

Wild Plants
● Blackberries (rubus fruticosa)
● Clover
● Foxgloves
● Orchids, early purple (orchis mascula)
● Oxeye daisies
● Poppies, Welsh and field
● Thistles

courtesy of Ann Jones, Farnham BKA

Photographs - Ann Jones
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 Topical News

Bee Research - A Very Brief History

For over 195 million years plants and insects
have evolved together. Man has been involved
with bees for many thousands of years – but
understanding has been relatively recent.
Much of the knowledge that we take for
granted nowadays was a mystery for a very
long time. However, our association with all
things bees and honey has been well
documented, giving us an insight into how the
craft of beekeeping has developed.

It was Aristotle (384 - 322 BC), who first
noticed that there was a leader in each hive –
and he called it a ‘King’. There was much
confusion about the sex of bees – they have
stings, so tradition said they must be male, as
males do the fighting. But they also nurse their
young – therefore they must be female. They
did not appear to mate (however long you look
you are not going to find any evidence of
sexual activity in the hive !) – so where did
they come from ?

One Aristotle theory was that young bees were
brought into the hive from olive blossom. Later
there was the extraordinary idea that they
emanated from the carcasses of dead oxen. As
ridiculous as this idea may sound it was
believed for many hundreds of years right up
to the 17th century.

Indeed this is the basis for the
Lyles’ Golden Syrup label. ‘Out
of the strong came forth
sweetness.’

It wasn’t until the early 1600’s that it was
thought that bees were in fact female. The Rev.
Charles Butler, often referred to as the father
of English Beekeeping, wrote a ground breaking
book ‘The Feminine Monarchie’ and the Rev.
John Thorley claimed to have watched a queen
lay eggs on his hand. But it was the invention
of the microscope that enabled some real
advances and Jan Swammerdam, a Dutchman,
discovered that the queen had ovaries. Mating,
however, was still a mystery.

It was in the late 1700’s that the mating flight
of the queen was observed and documented,
finally establishing that queens do mate, but
not in the hive.

It was also around this time that plant
reproduction was being better understood.
Although Aristotle had recognised the important
relationship between flowering plants and bees,
it wasn’t until this time that it was discovered
that flowers reproduced sexually and that bees
and other insects played a significant role in
the process of pollination – explaining why they
have evolved together.

       courtesy of a talk given by Pam Hunter BBKA,
to Wimbledon BKA

Go to FRONT PAGE for HEADLINE NEWS, APIARY TASKS, FEATURED ANNOUNCEMENTS and NEXT
BIG EVENT items. Visit the NOTICE BOARD for all the latest general information and to the
KNOWLEDGE BASE for beekeeping skills information. To see Who’s Who, look under the
MEMBERSHIP tab, and ALL the available Diary Dates are under the EVENTS menu tab, plus more !website

Bee Rustling in New Zealand
New Zealand’s bees are being stolen and
traded by organised criminals
seeking to profit from soaring
honey prices, police and
beekeepers claim.

In the year to June 2016 New
Zealand’s honey exports
jumped 35% to NZ$315m
(£179m) with about a third

going to China and Hong Kong. Meanwhile,
hive heists also rose, with 400 reported in the
six months to January.

Soaring prices for local Manuka honey, which
has tripled in value since 2012 to £84 per kg,
is driving bee-related crime. A single hive
containing honey is said to be worth £1,100.

Source Daily Telegraph

Photograph of Aristotle studying animals - drbeekeeper.com
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