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Swarm Collection Team 2016 AGM Report 
 
1. Catching swarms.  
 

Our policy and practice remains unchanged from that stated in the first 

paragraph of last year’s report, as ff:- “We try to catch swarms, and over the 
past few years have frequently done so, often in response to calls from 

Councils, Police, or Fire Stations, or from the public direct, frequently thanks 

to our excellent and popular website. To this end, we have an advertised list 

of members willing to try to catch swarms in different parts of our wide 

catchment area.  We do this as unpaid volunteers, in order to help 

beekeeping and the environment.  Of course, we cannot guarantee success in 

catching a swarm, since sometimes the swarm absconds before we can reach 
it, or sometimes even after we have caught it.  Or sometimes the cluster 

point may be too high for us to reach safely.  However, in most cases, where 

we can reach a swarm soon after it has settled, we manage to catch and 

then remove it successfully - often to the interest and gratitude of 

onlookers!” 

 
2. This year’s basic swarm characteristics.   
 

Once again, we received many “swarm” calls,  many relating to true 

honeybee swarms, of which we caught a majority, with many hived by 

members (with some members getting more than one swarm, including 
casts, and in some cases from their own bees). As before, we tried to give 

priority to beginners or novices, or members known to be short of bees.  Our 

own RBKA apiaries at Henfold Lane, Vigo Farm, & Mickleham also received 

swarms.  As always, the swarming pattern of the year was largely influenced 

by weather trends – this time starting with a mild winter, followed by a 

disappointingly cold, windy and wet spring, to be followed in turn by a 
retarded and cool early summer, with warmth generally delayed until July 

and August.  As a result, many colonies took time to build up, and mating 

and re-queening tended to be later than usual.  In consequence, early 

swarming was generally confined to the few colonies which had survived 

winter in strength.  This meant that early swarms were few and fairly late, 

starting in mid April.  There was then a lull in swarms from about late May 
until mid June, when they revived in some strength, as colonies belatedly 

expanded.  Swarms then continued much later than usual, lasting through 

July into mid-August – causing us to be busy during this period.  As before, 

we made no charges for our swarm collection service, but donations to our 

Association were always welcome – and have usefully boosted our finances 

(see Treasurer’s Report). 
 
3. Comparison with previous years.  
 

Although this time we have no detailed statistics to present in graph form, 

we believe that ultimately the overall totals for this year for all calls, swarms, 

and captures, were generally in line with previous annual averages since 
2008.   Also as before, we estimate that about 30% of all calls turned out not 
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to relate to actual honeybee swarms, but concerned either other forms of 

insect altogether (such as  bumblebees, solitary bees, or wasps), or non-

swarming honeybees (e.g., already nesting, or in some other state such as a 

feeding frenzy or mating flight). The general drop in wasp calls continued, 

probably not so much because of a decline in the number of wasps (which, 

on the contrary, appeared from observations and reports to be increasing), 

but due to greater public awareness that as beekeepers we are unable to 
deal with wasp calls.  This last point may also account for the reduced 

number of calls about tree bumblebees, thanks to good advice on our 

website.  We were also helped by the wide availability of excellent website 

information for insect identification, which often avoided the need for 

unnecessary call outs. 

 
4. Our Swarm Collection Team.  
 

Alphabetically by area, our Team this year has been: - Abinger Paul 

Cleaver;  Banstead vacant; Bookham Chris Peers;  Buckland Neil 

Vigers;  Dorking David Allbeury (first half);  Fetcham Richard 
Bradfield;  Horley Gerry James;  Leatherhead Graham Fyson;  

Newdigate Mike Lowe; Redhill Vince Gallo;  Reigate Richard 

Woodhouse;  Westcott Alan O'Hea.  Thanks to all for their hard work in 

another busy year – much of which has been written up by Vince Gallo in 

Beecraft.  Thanks also to the many other RBKA members who supported 

them – too many to list here.  Without such a team effort by all these 
persons, our total swarm catches would have been much fewer.    

 
5. Personnel changes.   
 

With regret we must accept resignations from David Allbeury,  (following 
his becoming allergic which has sadly caused him to give up beekeeping) 

Neil Vigers (due to change of work requiring him to be abroad), and  Alan 

O’Hea (on grounds of age and personal circumstance). Thanks are due to 

them all for their good service, most particularly David, for his outstanding 

work in the Dorking area.  Thanks are also due to three newcomers for 

excellent work, to Chris Peers at Bookham,  Gerry James at Horley, and 
Mike Lowe at Newdigate.  The post of Swarm Co-ordinator still remains 

vacant, as now does that of Collector for each of  the Banstead, Dorking, and 

Westcott areas [Geoff Blay having sportingly agreed to step in at Buckland].  

So we need some more volunteers for this important work.  From my own 

experience I can vouch that this work is enjoyable and brings many benefits 

- to the public for relief from swarms and nests in unwanted places; to 

members for receipt of swarms and increased honey production; to the 
environment from extra pollination through increased management of 

honeybees; and finally to RBKA for strengthening both our apiaries and our 

reputation, and for increasing funds from donations (again see Treasurer’s 

Report).                             

 

Richard Woodhouse  Nov 2016.         
      


