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In many ways the year under review was similar to recent past years. 

 

One thing that wasn’t even nearly the same was the weather. Starting with a 

remarkably warm and somewhat wet winter. This led to the daffodils and other sources 

of nectar and pollen coming into flower very early. This caused the bees to consume 

their stores more quickly than usual, and then spring came and went almost without 
any real sunshine at all.  

 

A lot of work was scheduled for the winter and spring months and thanks to the many 

members who contributed so much enthusiasm and commitment most of the work was 

completed by the beginning of April when our weekly training sessions started.  

 
The year began with our 2015 Honey Show, themed on Pollen and Pollination. It was 

master minded by Maggie Minter and together with a super-supporting cast provided 

an excellent exhibition. A team led by Simon and Karen Ford looked after the bees at 

Henfold Copse before taking over the responsibility of managing the apiary for the 

whole year. Our out-apiaries were being managed by Malcolm Fry - Brockham, 

Richard Ramsden - Buckland, Jack Chapman and Mike Hill jointly – Mickleham and 
Mike Hill – Beare Green. Thank you all for your time and skills. Meanwhile, Mike Hill 

undertook the task of preparing a curriculum and plan for the training sessions in the 

summer. Our Beginners Course during the winter, again hosted by David Rudland, 

attracted 20 attendees. By the end of the year there was a total of 209 members, 

slightly down on last year’s total. 

 

Many members contributed to the continuing work on the Pavilion in a variety of ways, 
by giving generous donations, by supplying items needed to construct and furnish the 

‘fit-out’, and by bringing their DIY skills.  Now that the Pavilion is all but complete, I 

must mention those who consistently contributed so much to this project. David 

Allbeury, Geoff  Blay, Colin Clement, Phil Elwell, Graham Fyson, Vince Gallo, 

Michelle and Trevor Keast, Peter Moore and Julie Thaine. The skills they brought 

included flooring, creating ceilings and walls, plumbing, installing electrical facilities, 
plastering and decorating. The only work carried out by ‘professionals’ was the 

plastering of the ceiling in the main hall.  To all the above, to those who gave additional 

support and to those members, who wish to remain anonymous, who donated over 

£50,000 between them (almost 50 per cent of the total cost), RBKA is most thankful 

and appreciative of their commitment and generosity. 

 

The Annual Auction was once again a great success and set the pace for a number of 
courses, which took place during the summer. Our Taster Day Course organized by Gill 

Simpson, a Skep Making Course organized by Celia Perry and an NDB Course 

facilitated by Adam Leitch were all held in the Pavilion. Also at Henfold Copse in June, 

Celia Perry organized a day when 8 members took and passed their BBKA Basic 

Assessment.  Last year I highlighted the achievement of Jenny MacDonald who had 

passed the BBKA’s Junior Basic Assessment. I am delighted to congratulate and report 
that Jenny at the age of 12 years was one of the 8 who succeeded at senior level. 

 

 



At the start of the Summer Sessions in April it became apparent that some of the 19 

Henfold Copse colonies were not strong enough to be manipulated on a regular basis.  

To reduce the number to 12, much ‘uniting’ had to be carried out which rather delayed 

the start. However, thanks to Mike Hill’s and Simon and Karen Ford’s initiatives, 

conditions were soon improved. Judging by the increase in the amount of honey 
extracted from the Henfold supers later in the year, the members who regularly 

attended, an average of 52, will have enjoyed learning a great deal from the mentors 

who supported Mike’s programme.  

 

Early summer was variable in the extreme, with the hoped for warm weather arriving 

only in late June. Since then the bees have been catching up on their foraging in the 

continued mild weather. 
 

Bob Maurer organized 2 Bee Health Clinics, Andrew Cornwall organized the extraction 

of RBKA’s honey with yields significantly improved over the previous years', and Mike 

Hill coordinated our honey stall teams at several village shows. 

 

Events such as the Bar-B-Q were graced with a lovely warm evening, work on the 
Pavilion continued and good use began to be made of the building. Coordinated by 

Adam Leitch, 2 NDB Courses were held. Another NDB Course is in the pipeline and a 

winter long Microscopy Course, already under way, is being facilitated by Adam and 

Celia Perry.  

 

Richard Bradfield and Graham Pooley have continued to keep members and the 
public up to date with our activities through the Newsletter and our Websites and 

Vince Gallo has kept a keen eye on financial affairs. As will be seen from the published 

accounts,  RBKA maintains a strong financial position.  

 

There have been many members who have given significant and excellent support to all 

of RBKA’s  work throughout the year, too many to mention them all. However, I must 

give special thanks to Phil Elwell, Mike Hill and Maggie Minter again as they are 
standing down from the posts of Quartermaster, Membership Secretary and Honey 

Show Manager respectively. Their efforts have been very much appreciated.  

  

My thanks to each member of the Committee for their commitment and the high level 

of contribution they have made to an interesting and highly successful year. 

 
Andrew Buchanan                          24th October 2016  

 

 
  


