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Reigate Beekeepers
BeeNews September 2016

Photo opportunity of the Month

Comments about and contributions for publication in will be welcomed by the editors.
For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 25th of the preceding month.

Turkish Delight

 The political situation may be difficult, but
they still know how to serve wholesome

local honey in Turkish hotels. Honey
production is a very important source of
rural income, and Turkey ranks amongst

the largest world producers of China, USA,
and Argentina; and has over 20% of the

world’s honey bees, (second only to China
for the number of beekeepers, with over
6.5 million hives). Click here for natural
beekeeping in the remote Kars region.
Got an unusual, topical, or interesting bee related image that

could be featured here?
 Please send it to the editors today!

Dates for your Diary
Date Event / Description Venue / Contact

Sep, Sat 3rd Newdigate Village Day (12:00 - 16:00)
Promoting & Demonstrating Beekeeping and Honey Sales

Newdigate Vlg. Hall
Andrew Buchanan

Sep, Wed 7th First Monthly Winter Meeting (19:30 - 21:00)
 Talk by Celia Perry about the Asian Hornet

Woodhatch Centre
Andrew Buchanan

Sep, Sat 10th Mickleham Village Fair (12:00 - 16:00)
 Promoting & Demonstrating Beekeeping and Honey Sales

Mickleham Vlg Hall
Jack Chapman

Sep, Sat 18th Norbury SawMill Open Day (10:00 - 16:00)
 Promoting & Demonstrating Beekeeping and Honey Sales

Norbury Park
Jack Chapman

Sep, Fri 23rd November Module Exams - Entry Deadline
 Last chance to get your entry forms & payments to Celia.

Entries by hand/post
to Celia Perry

Oct, Sat 1st Annual RBKA Membership renewals become Due
 Your prompt payments will be welcomed. (See page 4)

Cheques or Transfers
Sue Hickson/Mike Hill

Oct, Wed 5th Tombola Prizes for Honey Show (19:00 - 19:30)
 Please bring to the meeting and hand to Gill

Woodhatch Centre
Gill Simpson

Oct, Wed 5th Monthly Winter Meeting (19:30 - 21:00)
 Talk by guest speaker Pam Hunter about Pheremones

Woodhatch Centre
Andrew Buchanan

Oct, Fri 7th Set-up for RBKA Honey Show (17:00 - 21:00)
 Help set up stalls & displays and bring Show entries

Reigate School Gym
Maggie Minter/Celia Perry

Oct, Sat 8th RBKA’s HONEY SHOW (10:00 - 16:00)
 Bring Show entries before 9 am; Help on stalls etc.

Reigate School Gym
Maggie Minter/Celia Perry

Oct,27th28th29th National Honey Show (times vary )
 Class Shows, Lectures, Workshops & Trade Hall

Sandown Park, Esher
Bob Maurer

More dates? The Members website has the full year’s Diary Dates Click Here

http://www.splendidtable.org/story/making-sacrifices-to-harvest-honey-naturally-in-kars-turkey
http://rbkbblog.com/events/diary-dates/
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Our website is updated much more regularly than this monthly
edition of , so click on Members Website for lots more

information and, all the latest news and activity updates.

  Editorial

By this time next month the organisers of our annual Honey Show will probably be moving up
another gear into full, albeit controlled, panic mode. As perhaps also will many aspiring entrants
into the Competition Classes.

To make the show a success we issue an appeal to ALL members to get involved NOW.

Whether that be in offering your services to help set-up, or on the day at the Show itself; or to
decide what you can enter into the main 23 Show Classes, plus 3 Childrens Classes … and to
get those entries registered straight away.

The teams behind the otherwise magical appearance of the show will then all breath easier
during the coming weeks, knowing that there will be help on hand to set-up and run the show,
and the show benches will be well filled with competition entries.

And remember that we want to WOW our audience, the public, with great displays of as much
about the wonder of honey bees and the joy of beekeeping as possible. (Maybe you recall that
you first became interested in beekeeping during a chance visit to one of our shows.)

And once you have created and shown your cache of pristine honey in jars, or comb, or lovingly
prepared wax etc…. hang on to them and enter them into the National Honey Show that takes
place at the other end of October.

And the forward planning need not stop there. The Entries Secretary for the Surrey County
Show in May 2017 will welcome a decent addition of Reigate Beekeepers entries for a change.

Richard & Graham

Preparing for Showing

http://rbkbblog.com
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Members News

Harvests Gathered - Winter Preparations Start by Andrew Buchanan

Early in August Andrew Cornwall organised
RBKA’s Honey Extraction and Bob Maurer
organised a Bee Health Clinic.

Andrew reports that, including honey extracted
earlier in the season, the yield is in excess of
600 lbs, with possibly a little more to come. It
just goes to show that the variable summer
weather did not stop the bees from doing their
excellent work !

Samples of bees were submitted to the Clinic
by RBKA Apiary Managers and members,
primarily to check for the presence of Nosema.
Whilst samples from almost all of RBKA’s
colonies were provided, only a very small
percentage of beekeeping members presented
samples !

A very big thank you to everyone who joined
and assisted Andrew and Bob.

The fine warm weather over recent weeks has,
it seems, led to a surge in nectar collection.
Those who, like me, have already reaped the
reward for their endeavours to nurture their
bees throughout the Summer, might have done
well to delay the extraction. Any new stores
that my bees collect will be left as a bonus to
them for the Winter.

Turning some attention to September, it is time
to consider what, if anything, needs to be done

to ensure that our bees are in the best condition
to survive the Winter. Varroa Destructor and
Nosema are two ‘pests’ that certainly need
attention if present. If Varroa is a problem.
acaricides such as Apiguard, Api Life Var and
MAQS will be helpful. Nosevit will help colonies
with an infestation of Nosema. Make sure also
that each colony has sufficient stores of honey.
A minimum of 40 lbs will be required to last
through until Spring next year.

Our first Winter Meeting will be at 7:30 pm on
Wednesday 7th September, at Woodhatch

Community Centre. It will feature a
presentation by our very own Celia Perry.
Celia will regale us with many interesting

facts we may need to know about the Asian
Hornet – Vespa Velutina.

Finally, you will have noted that I have been
banging on about the weather in almost all my
missives during the summer months. Becoming
in serious need (want) of warm sunshine, Linda
and I took matters into our own hands and
spent some time in Verona, northern Italy.
Upon our return we found out that from the
very day we embarked on our break, the sun
and lovely warm weather had at last arrived in
the UK !  So check with me when I’m planning
my next vacation !

Andrew Buchanan
01306 712773
07879 552582

andrewb38@btinternet.com

Basic Assessment - Final Results
Last month we were able to announce the
names of seven of our members who had all
variously Passed, or Passed with Credit, their
BBKA Basic Assessments during July.

One more name can be added to the role call,
now that BBKA have caught up with their own
paperwork.

 Jonathan Sainsbury  Pass with Credit

Well done Jonathan, making it eight passes out
of eight entries. Another 100% pass rate.

And well done and thanks to all the Mentors
and Training Group Leaders for their support
and guidance during the past months.

New Officer Appointments
The RBKA Committee is delighted to be able to
announce two new appointments to the
committee, on a co-opted basis for now,
pending their standing for the positions at the
AGM in November.

Sue Hickson is, with effect from 1st October,
taking over the role of Membership Secretary
from Mike Hill … who is delighted !

Simon Ford, in addition to already being the
Joint Henfold Apiary Manager, has accepted the
long vacant role of Apiaries Coordinator, a role
that provides a direct link between each of the
five apiary mangers and the committee.

Welcome on board the Management Team both.

mailto:andrewb38@btinternet.com
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As we look forward to the quiet period of beekeeping and think about
beekeeping books to study over the Winter, how about taking a classical
slant and consider what the widely considered greatest Latin poet of the
classical period (Virgil 70 - 19 BC) thought about bees.

Perhaps surprisingly he knew a lot, and considered bees to be extremely
important. In his famous agricultural treatise in verse, which comprised four books, he devoted
the whole of his last book entirely to bees.

He mentions over twenty eight observations about bees and beekeeping that are correct. But
also reflected many of the beliefs of the time, including - the most conspicuous bee in the colony,
who appeared to be the leader of all the other bees, was a male, which he called the ‘King’.

Click here to read more of about ‘Virgil and the Bees’ in an article written by Richard
Woodhouse, and extend your beekeeping knowledge in a direction that is perhaps unexpected.

Another suggestion might also be Eva Crane’s magisterial History of Beekeeping (available in
our RBKA library, thanks to the generosity Mr & Mrs Jacynas).

Bees in Roman Poetry

  New Beekeeping Experiences

Photographs -  Virgil = quoteaddicts.com / bee skep = pinterest.com

Towards the end of this month invoices for the renewal of your RBKA membership will start
arriving in your inboxes or through your letter box.

Details of the 2016/2017 fees for all the various Membership Classes will also be on the
Members website; but the good news is that the full year annual fees are remaining

unchanged from the previous 2015/2016 fees.

● Registered (with Printed BeeCraft) £58
● Registered (with Digital BeeCraft) £52
● Partner         £22
● Country         £20
● Junior          £20
● Minor          £10
● Associate         £10
● Friend (by email)      £10
● Friend (by post)       £16

The invoices will include some instruction about how to add and pay for any additional BDI
cover required (ie in excess of the default 3 colonies) and how to update your contact

details or Membership Class if required.

Please pay particular attention to ensuring that we have your CORRECT email address on
record. And bear in mind that if you do not receive a renewal invoice by the end of

September … it might just be that we do not have your correct or current email or postal
address to send it to.

Once again, only £15 of the Registered, £9 of the Partner, and £10 of the Country and
Junior member fees are actually retained by Reigate Beekeepers towards providing the

facilities, equipment and resources we can all enjoy.

To help in the continued development and enhancement of those benefits, should you wish
to include an additional donation to Reigate Beekeepers along with your renewal fees,

please include that with your payment. It will be most welcome.

2016/2017 Membership Renewals - Due on 1st October 2016

http://wp.me/p2VGpI-5DO
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Module 5 Study Group
Epsom Beekeepers have

enrolled as a Study Group
on a correspondence course

for Module 5 …
and are inviting members
of other SBKA Divisions

to join the group.

The group will generally follow the
structure of the correspondence course
- tackling a paper a month.

The questions are divided between the
group and one member leads on the
answer for each – collating inputs from
others to arrive at the team answer.

At the meeting the proposed response
is discussed – deciding what is the
actual answer and what we will note for
additional useful information.

A quick edit and the answer goes in for
marking. The course tutor then usually
gets it back in time for his feedback to
be debated at the next meeting.

Sounds complicated – but it works
honest!

It is proposed to meet on the 3rd
Tuesday of each month thus…

September 20th
October 18th

November 15th
December 20th
January 17th
February 21st

March 21st or 14th
(if exam is Sat 18th)

Exam date tbc

The correspondence course costs £55.

A contribution towards this cost is
asked for from members participating
in the Study Group. – Last year this
came out at £6 each.

Any questions or queries please
email Helen Worwood at

info@epsombeekeepers.co.uk

and please let her know if you
want to join; to make sure enough

biscuits are bought!

  Notice Board (click the          to also find it and more on our website)

Surrey Training Day

Surrey Beekeepers’ Association Founded 1879 Charity Registration Number 1026386

The Practical Side of Beekeeping
Saturday 3rd September 2016

Demonstrations of some of the common beekeeping manipulations
by Bob Smith and Phil Shepherd.

Including ……………

● Artificial swarm control (Pagden). This is the basis of all swarm control
techniques and once mastered can be adapted to suit personal
preferences.

● Uniting two colonies. Following an artificial swarm it is often necessary
to unit the two colonies back into the original hive.

● How to introduce a new queen into a queen-less colony.
Lunch break - a light lunch will be provided

● Shook Swarm. A great technique for replacing old comb, disease
control and for swarm prevention.

● Bailey Comb Change. A gentler alternative to the Shook swarm.
● Fun Quiz (with mystery prize) followed by Q&A.

The first part of each slot will be spent explaining why and when the
technique is appropriate and the second half on the ‘practical’
demonstrations. Many Beekeepers are overwhelmed with conflicting
advice. Our aim is not to discuss all the different options available, but
to offer simple solutions that members can take home and use next
season. We will email out some simple notes (step by step guide) for
each topic following the session.

All the equipment required will be on show.

To book your place, please see below.

£15 for Surrey members, £20 non-Surrey - under 18 free

●   Venue - Ashley Primary School, Ashley Road, Walton-on-Thames. KT12 1HX.
●   Time - 10am doors open - 10.30am start. Close 4pm
●   Bookings - contact Sandra Rickwood at rickwoodsbka@gmail.com or
     telephone 01932 244326.

Meridian Beekeepers
are hosting a talk by
Ron Hoskins on

Bees who are better at grooming off
varroa and the development of the

Swindon Bee.
Date:  10th November
Time:  7:15 pm
Venue: Botley Market Hall,

Botley High Street  SO30 2EA
Parking to the rear of the hall.

Cost for non-Meridian members is £5
RSVP: Louise Evans, louisewithbees@gmail.com

WANTED - Someone with cast candle making
experience to manufacture 50+ cast 1 oz candles
and 50+ wax 1 oz models for the Straw Draw at
next years County Show. The Show Committee will
provide moulds, wicks and wax, unless any members
are prepared to donate some good quality clean wax.

Contact Bob Maurer or Chief Steward Michael Maine.

http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
mailto:info@epsombeekeepers.co.uk
mailto:rickwoodsbka@gmail.com
mailto:louisewithbees@gmail.com
mailto:bob@maurer.uk.com
mailto:michaelfmain@hotmail.com
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The Central Association of Bee-Keepers
Bringing Science to the Beekeeper

Friday 18th - Sunday 20th November
Venue : Woodside Hotel, Kenilworth

We’ll be returning to this delightful small hotel this autumn -
its conference facilities are execellent, the food is good, and the
hotel also has a gym and swimming pool.

Pam Hunter, our Programme Secretary, has worked hard to put together a varied selection of
speakers covering a wide range of topics. These include:

Dr James Makinson (Queen Mary, University College), talking about Asian honey
bees (A.dorsata& A. Florea);
Dr Gavin Ramsey from Scotland speaking about the meteorlogical impacts on queen rearing;
Dr Karin Kyernsmo (University of Bristol), speaking about the impact of petal surfaces on
pollinator preferences;
Peter Tomkins giving a historical overview of bee research at Rothamsted;
Elizabeth Samuelson (Royal Holloway College), talking about urban bees;
Dr Rinke Vinkenoog (University of Northumbria) who will give two talks, one on ‘Himalayan
Balsam - is it good or bad?’, And one on ‘Pollination, shifts in plant/pollinator networks’.

For details of booking please contact John Chapple (chapplejak@btinternet.com) or Pat Allen
(pat.allen@btconnect.com).

Thursday 27th October        6:30 pm
Venue: as National Honey Show - Sandown Park Racecourse, Esher, KT10 9AJ

Lecture followed by finger buffet including wine or soft drink.
(Speaker to be confirmed)

Members and non-members are welcome at all our events.
Pat Allen, Secretary                                                                 Harold Clout, Treasurer
01708 220897                                                                            treasurer: cabk.org.uk
Pat.allen@btconnect.com

www.cabk.org.uk

FOR SALE

6 off WBC complete hives
@ £150 EACH

Used, but well looked after,
cleaned and treated.

Fully complete working hives inc
sets of frames without

foundation.

Contact Eddie Webster
Tel 01737 765619, Earlsfield

PROPOLIS SOUGHT

Rather than dropping your bits of propolis on the
ground (or waste bin), can you pop it in a jar for
Alison Derrick of Kingston Division to put to use? *

Alison has been developing a propolis cream and having given
away hundreds of samples and received very positive
feedback, is in the process of having the product certified so
that it can be sold through her business BeeInspired.

Compensation or ‘exchange for cream’ rates are being
worked out, but for details contact Alison Derrick on

alisonderrickdp@gmail.com

* if you may be similarly wishing to ‘tap into’ our own members as a
source of propolis, contact the committee.

http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://www.beeinspiredcreams.buzz/
mailto:alisonderrickdp@gmail.com
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  Events News

The countdown to our own biggest annual event
has started, and there are only a few weeks to
go until Reigate Beekeepers takes over the Gym
on Saturday 8th October for the day (and
preceding evening) at Reigate School.

Show Secretaries Celia Perry and Maggie
Minter have set their planning in motion and
now it’s down to us all to variously, assist,
contribute, participate and enter into the spirit
… and the competition.

The 2016 Honey Show Schedule with full
details of classes, rules, recipes and entry
instructions is available from the Members
website, from where your competition class
entries can also be registered.

The schedule can also be downloaded directly
from here and the online registration of entries
can be reached directly via:

http://tinyurl.com/RBKAHoneyshow2016

The Microscopy class 22 is now closed to
entries, but the other totally new Skep class 23
still invites challengers.
And for the children, models of Queen Bees are
required for class 24.

Will winners of Trophies
at last year’s show please
return those trophies, in
the boxes they were
provided with, to Celia
Perry by the end of
September please.

The general show will be open to the public
from 10 am until 4 pm.

Including: information stands and displays with
a ‘Queen Bee’ theme,  demonstrations of
equipment and beekeeping with a ‘Four
Seasons’ theme. Also sampling of honey and
mead, and sales of tombola tickets, plants,
refreshments, honey and hive products … as
well as promoting the idea of becoming a
beekeeper and a member of RBKA in particular!
All of which does requires members support.

In particular, Maggie is in need of:
● Tombola Prizes

(to Gill Simpson by the 5th Oct please)
● Plants to Sell

(to Mary Broatch by the evening of the
7th, or before 9 am on the 8th - please

also take home your unsold plants)
● Loan of display items

(ask Maggie what may be required)
● Stocks of Honey to sell and other

products of the hive
(to Richard Woodhouse and please

ensure that all items are legally labelled
for public sale)

● Cakes & Biscuits to sell
(to Maggie by 9 am on the 8th please)

● VOLUNTEERS ALSO REQUIRED to help -
q Main setting up on the Friday evening.
q Final preparations early Saturday

morning.
q Breaking down at the end of the show.
q Supervising/manning stands and stalls.
q Talking to the public, answering

questions, explaining what we do,
advising how to ‘help the bees’ etc.

(Contact Maggie to offer your services)
See the website posts for more information.

Reigate Beekeepers Honey Show - 8th October

The clinic on the 6th August, provided an
opportunity for all our beekeepers to have their
colonies checked for Nosema.

However, in the event is was disappointing that
only 10 members submitted samples from 49
colonies between them; added to which were
19 samples from the Henfold Apiary hives.

Full details of the results are on the Members
website (click here). The headline report
however is that 18 of the total of 68 samples
tested positive for Nosema (5 heavy, 4 medium
and 9 light), i.e. nearly 26% of the samples.

Many thanks to Bob Maurer and his team of
bee grinders, microscopists and administrators.

Adult Bee Disease  Autumn Clinic - Report

https://rbkbblog.files.wordpress.com/2016/07/honey-show-schedule-2016-v8.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/RBKAHoneyshow2016
http://tinyurl.com/RBKAHoneyshow2016
https://rbkbblog.wordpress.com/contact-maggie-minter-committee-member/
https://rbkbblog.com/2016/08/23/autumn-bee-health-clinic-results/
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The 85th National Honey Show - 27th, 28th & 29th October 2016

Throughout the Thursday, Friday and Saturday, the show provides a broad spectrum of
excellent lectures and workshops; a Trade Hall (with free entry) where many of the major
equipment suppliers are represented; and of course the massive displays of National and

International Honey Show classes, many of which YOU can enter.

The Show Schedule is available NOW at:
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/files/2016/NHS-Schedule-2016.pdf

The Lecture Programmes are available NOW at:
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/lectures-and-workshops.php

The Workshop Programme and booking conditions and details are available NOW at:
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/workshop-booking.php

This year the show is setting up in an entirely new venue … Sandown Park Racecourse,
Esher and promises to be bigger and better than ever.

So in addition to also entering all your RBKA Honey Show entries of Honey and prepared
Wax etc into the National … those skeps can also have a second airing in the same

Surrey Beekeepers Association will be running
a stand in the main entrance area of the
National Honey Show designed to attract
members of the public and those who are
interested in taking up beekeeping.

The material on the stand will be all the basic
stuff about bees and what is involved in
becoming a beekeeper.

Even the newest RBKA member is well qualified
to answer the questions that the public will ask
… so don’t feel you can’t put your name forward
to help on the stand because you ‘don’t know
enough’. On the contrary, ‘Yes you do’ !

And there is a bonus. The deal is - half a day
on the stand and you get free entry to the show
for the other half of the day.

If you would like to join in please let Sandra
Rickwood, the secretary of Surrey Beekeepers
Association know, and please give her an idea
of the day(s) and times you could manage.

We also need some volunteers to help with a
children’s quiz that will involve the children in
a hunt for clues around the show. If that
appeals to you please let Sandra know.

Contact Sandra at: rickwoodsbka@gmail.com

Thank you and I look forward to seeing you at
‘The National’. This is a special year for the
National Honey Show.  The 85th show but the
first at our new location.  Do come and join us.

To find out more about the show you can look
at our website www.honeyshow.co.uk

The SBKA at ‘The National’ … appeal for volunteers by Bob Maurer

 Topical News

Water Content in Honey

Hopefully your honey is now extracted and
safely bottled ready to enjoy. So it may be
topical to consider the role of water in honey.

We all know that honey should contain 20%
or less water and is made from nectar, which
has a lot more, being up to 70% water. The
bees evaporate the excess water.

Honey is hygroscopic and it absorbs water from
the air, but if the relative humidity is low

enough, water leaves the honey and evaporates
into the air.

High humidity

Low humidity

AirHoney

Relative humidity (RH) is a convenient way to
indicate how much water the air is carrying.

http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/files/2016/NHS-Schedule-2016.pdf
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/lectures-and-workshops.php
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/workshop-booking.php
mailto:rickwoodsbka@gmail.com
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk
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We are comfortable between 30 and 70% RH.
Above 70% we say the air feels humid. The
chart below shows the equilibrium between
relative humidity and water content of honey.

Thus honey with 20% water content will take
up water if the RH is above 63%, but below
that value water will evaporate. The lower the
water content of the honey, the lower the
equilibrium RH becomes. Relative humidity in
the UK is around 70% but can vary between
60 and 100%. This means that on most days
honey with a 20% water content will absorb
moisture from the air.

It is relatively easy to evaporate water from
nectar initially but as the concentration of
sugars increases, a lower RH is required to get
down to the sort of water levels needed before
honey is capped. So how do bees remove the
last of the water in our moist climate ? They
lower the humidity.

Arnia who produce hive recording systems,
state that summer humidity readings in the
brood box remain fairly stable at around 55%.
To achieve this, the bees warm incoming air.

Cold air holds less moisture than warm air so
if it is warmed then the relative humidity goes
down. The warm air from the brood box will
rise up through the supers and pick up moisture
from the nectar and then exit through the top
or perhaps some moisture will condense on the
cooler hive walls and run down. This would
depend on outside ambient temperatures.

A relative humidity of 55% would, according to
the graph, result in a minimum water content
of around 17%, which is about what we get for
extracted honey in the UK.

So the bees have made this near perfect honey
and we extract it and put it in containers and
forget about it until we go into our store months
later. But possibly we find the honey has set;
which is not a problem but the surface often
shows signs of fermentation. Sometimes this
can be scraped off and the honey saved, but
at other times the whole bucket is ruined.

Two things cause this. When crystals form,
they hold less water than the original liquid
honey, so the water concentration in the liquid
between the crystals goes up. It is here that
the yeasts start to grow. There is another factor
at work, which can make fermentation worse.

There is an air space above the honey and as
that air is cooled, it contracts, drawing air in if
the lid is not totally sealed. This air will have
a higher relative humidity and the water readily
transfers to the surface of the honey. If the
room then warms up, the air in the bucket
expands expelling some through the lid.

This continued pumping in and out of air results
in more and more water collecting on the honey
surface. This is one reason why it is best to
store honey at an even temperature.

Another solution may be to run a small
domestic dehumidifier in your honey store. The
result is no more buckets of fermented honey.

The dehumidifier can do more. It will lower the
water content of uncapped honey, if it is a bit
marginal for extraction. The way to do this is
to stand the super on its edge so that air can
pass through between the frames. Once
extracted and in buckets it is harder to lower
the water content with a dehumidifier, but if it
is kept warm at 30°C and a mesh placed over
the bucket to keep pests out it can be done,
but it takes time. You can speed it up by using
several containers to increase the surface area.
It is however better to buy a refractometer and
test any honey that is not fully capped before
you start to extract it. A small quantity of
honey, which is nearly ready to be capped, will
have a slightly higher water content but will not
affect the overall water content much.

Just watch out for any frames of nectar.

Some people use the shake test when assessing
frames to extract - if it is nectar it comes out,
but if it is honey it stays in the cells.

Courtesy of Jim Norfolk West Sussex BKA

Data from Food Safety Management: A Practical Guide for
the Food Industry by Yasmine Motarjemi & Huub Lelieveld.
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When is a Flower not a Flower ?

The plants in this article are not all they seem.
Many of them are very common species with
which we have been familiar since childhood,
and some are important producers of pollen
and nectar. Many are regarded as weeds by
farmers and gardeners and most are instantly
recognisable as belonging to the same family.

The family I am talking about is the
Asteraceae. The old name for this group was
the Compositae, a good name, because it
describes the ‘flowers’ perfectly because they
are composites of many much smaller flowers,
each called a floret. Accurately they can be
described as inflorescences, a term which
merely means a collection of flowers with their
branching stems (where relevant) and their
bracts (little leaf-like structures).

We are all familiar with the concept of flowers
being aggregated into inflorescences and have
only to think of foxgloves and hedge parsley,
but these do not concern us here. The
inflorescence of the Asteraceae is a specialised
one called a capitulum (found also in the
Dipsaceae, Teasel family) where the individual
florets are packed tightly together in a usually
flat head, the whole surrounded by the bracts,
which are small and green and often in more
than one layer. Common examples are the
daisy, dandelion, sunflower and dahlia. So far
so good, but those observant ones among you
will notice that the inflorescences of a daisy
and dandelion do not look the same as one
another. This is because there are two different
kinds of florets, a small round one called a disc
floret and an elongated one called a ray floret.
(They have posher names but those will
suffice.)

So the daisy and sunflower have both kinds,
disc in the centre and ray round the outside,
whereas a dandelion has only ray florets and
Tansy has only disc florets. To add to the
general complexity (or confusion?) some
florets, or individual capita, may be single sex
or may contain both sexes. This depends on
the species. Obviously all female ones will
contain no pollen at all. There are no hard and
fast rules and it is a huge family.

Now to the Asteraceae and bees:

Dandelion (Taraxacum officinale) is always
considered a quite important bee plant as it
flowers so early in the year and colonies can
really benefit from it. It may sometimes
produce a crop, although this is un-usual as it
is so early, but the
honey is quite strongly
flavoured and not to
everyone’s taste. The
pollen, a deep golden
yellow, but often
appearing orange in
pollen loads, is
produced in huge
amounts but is not a
perfect food for honey
bees as it is low in the
levels of some essential amino acids. It is quite
oily and can impart a yellow colour to the wax.
It is a very pretty pollen when seen under the
microscope. It is also much loved by students
studying pollen because of its distinctive
structure. However, it is quite similar to some
other species in the family so care must be
exercised.

  Horticultural News

Cultivated aster showing pollen-
laden disc florets surrounded by

purple ray florets.

Hawkweed (Hieracium) is closely related to the
sunflower and dandelion.

Section through the capitulum
of a dandelion, showing

insertion of individual florets.

Photographs - Celia Davis and Hawkweed = Hereford BKA
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Sunflower (Heleanthus annuus) is grown as a
crop in many countries but not on any scale
here, as our summers are not sufficiently long
and hot. A few years ago quite a number of
fields appeared in our area as trials but they
were not repeated. Commercially it is grown
for seed, from which oil is obtained. It is
frequently grown in gardens where it is avidly
worked by honey bees but, again, the pollen is
somewhat less than perfect in composition.

Common Ragwort (Senecio jacobaea) is
regarded as a noxious weed. It contains
chemicals known as pyrrolizidine alkaloids
which cause liver damage, particularly in
horses. They rarely eat fresh ragwort but are
unable to detect it in hay, where it poses a
particular danger. The effects are cumulative

and very serious. Ragwort seems to have
proliferated in recent years particularly on
grass verges and traffic islands, with no-one
making much effort to reduce its spread. When
bees are working ragwort, the wax becomes
deep yellow and the honey, which is a golden
yellow colour, has a very strong, rather
unpleasant aroma and taste. It improves on
keeping and after granulation. The alkaloids
were found to present no problem to human
consumers.

Any good flower book will help with further
investigation. Probably the best is ‘Wild Flowers’ by
Blaney, Fitter and Fitter (Second ed. 2013) which is
up-to-date and has excellent pictures.

courtesy of Celia Davis Warwickshire BKA

September Forage
Perennials
● Asters Rubinschatz, ageratoides Asran,

September ruby and many other varieties the
bees like.

● Ceratostigma plumbaginoides (plumbago) is
still covered in flowers.

● Dahlias (single flowered varieties for bees) are
still flowering and will continue until the early
frosts, which is the time to dig them up and
overwinter them in a frost free environment.

● Erysimum Bowles Mauve
● Garlic chives
● Ivies
● Sedums

Annuals and Biennials
● Herb borage, until the first frosts.
● Cosmos

Wild Flowers
Most will be over by mid September.

Trees
There are hardy magnolias that flower up until
the frost gets them, (such as Magnolia
grandiflora).

Shrubs
● Caryopteris Kew Blue and Heavenly Blue,

flowering now and will probably flower into
October.

● Eupatoria ligustrinum
● Fuchsias
● Hebes such as Alicia Amherst and Autumn

Glory will continue to flower until it gets really
cold.

● Hydrangea paniculata
● Viburnum tinus, this will usually produce

flowers in some sort of quantity throughout
the Winter.

courtesy of Ann Jones Farnham BKA

Sedum telephium atropurpureum

Red Dahlia Bishop of Llandaff
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