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Reigate Beekeepers
BeeNews June 2016

Photo opportunity of the Month

Comments about and contributions for publication in will be welcomed by the editors.
For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 25th of the preceding month.

Bee in Clover

 White Clover also known as Dutch
Clover or by its Latin name Trifolium,
(due to its characteristic ‘tres’ three

‘folium’ leaf form), will start to appear
this month and provide an important

forage source for our honey bees
through to September. In addition to

supporting many bees and other insects
it is a beneficial component of natural or
organic lawn care due to its ability to fix
nitrogen and out-compete lawn weeds.

So welcome it in your lawn.
Got an unusual, topical, or interesting bee related image that

could be featured here?
 Please send it to the editors today!

Bee on Clover photograph - Jeremy Early

Dates for your Diary
Date Event / Description Venue / Contact

Jun, Wed 1st Summer Training Apiary Meeting (18:30 - 20:00)
 Practical training - learning, mentoring, helping.

Henfold Apiary
Andrew Buchanan

Jun, Wed 8th Summer Training Apiary Meeting (18:30 - 20:00)
 Practical training - learning, mentoring, helping.

Henfold Apiary
Andrew Buchanan

Jun, 9th -11th South of England Show (09:00 - 18:30 each day)
 Honey Show, Demo’s, Displays and Honey Sales.

Ardingly, W. Sussex
Pauline Sparkes

Jun, Sat 11th Skep Making Course (09:30 - 16:30)
 Chris Parks instructs and guides as you make your Skep.

Henfold Apiary
Celia Perry

Jun, Wed 8th Summer Training Apiary Meeting (18:30 - 20:00)
 Practical training - learning, mentoring, helping.

Henfold Apiary
Andrew Buchanan

Jun, Sat 18th Taster Day (10:00 - 16:00)
 Members provide an Introductory Course for the Public.

Henfold Apiary
Mike Hill

Jun, Sat 18th Mock Basic Assessment (10:00 - 12:00)
 Bob Maurer & Celia Perry provide guidance for candidates.

Henfold Apiary
Celia Perry

Jun, Wed’s
22nd & 29th

Summer Training Apiary Meeting (18:30 - 20:00)
 Practical training - learning, mentoring, helping.

Henfold Apiary
Andrew Buchanan

Jul, Sun 3rd SWT -Bay Pond Open Day (11:00 - 17:30)
 Promoting & demonstrating beekeeping & Honey Sales

Godstone RH9 8LT
Mike Hill

Jul, Sun 3rd RSPCA Funday (11:00 - 16:00)
 Promoting & demonstrating beekeeping & Honey Sales

Godstone RH9 8JB
Mike Hill

Jul, Sun 3rd Gatton Country Fair (12:00 - 17:00)
 Promoting & demonstrating beekeeping & Honey Sales

Gatton Park, Reigate
Mike Hill

More dates? The Members website has the full year’s Diary Dates Click Here

http://rbkbblog.com/events/diary-dates/
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Our website is updated much more regularly than this monthly
edition of , so click on Members Website for lots more

information and, all the latest news and activity updates.

Editorial

No it’s not an invitation to a strange theatrical party, but as our Chairman says on page 2 - ‘it’s
the natural method of proliferation’. We are talking about swarms, and if the experience last
month of one of your editors is anything to go by, they are not behaving normally.

If it’s a prime swarm, about 60% of the worker bees leave the original hive location with the
old queen - this swarm can contain thousands to tens of thousands of bees seeking a new home.
So it is useful to know something about a swarm if in spite of all your efforts to prevent swarming,
they decide to leave anyway, (and it happens to the most experienced of beekeepers). It’s a
fascinating and natural part of the life cycle of honey bees.

Pages 10 - 14 of this edition of  contains an extended comprehensive article with advice
about catching and managing the events after a swarm has occurred.

Related though not the same, page 5 features an interesting new book about the ancient art of
‘bee hunting’; and the very last page explores the ancient origins of beekeeping.

Photographs and beekeeping images are an important part of , so this month on pages
8 - 9 we give advice about taking your own photographs - and we encourage you to send any
that you would like share with other readers to your editors.

We hope you enjoy reading this edition of , and suggest you read the excellent latest
‘Diary of a Swarm Collector’, by Vince Gallo, which features in this months edition of BeeCraft.

Richard & Graham

Primes, Casts, Queens and Virgins

http://rbkbblog.com
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Members News
June - set to be busting out all over ! by Andrew Buchanan

Here I go again talking about the weather !
During May it has been a couple of days of rain
and wind followed by nice warm sunshine and
then reverting back to distinctly wintery
conditions. However, the bees have quietly got
on with raising Queen Cells to create new
colonies (swarms are their natural method of
proliferation) and with the collection of nectar
and pollen from loaded flowers. Early honey
extractions might be worth consideration !

At Henfold Copse, having reduced the 19
over-wintered colonies to 12, we now have over
25. Splitting the overcrowded colonies has
minimized the loss of swarms.

I am very pleased to report that we now have
proper lighting throughout the Pavilion thanks
to sterling work by Phil Elwell. Also, we have
tables and chairs for use in the Pavilion as well
as chairs for use on the verandah. Now, only
fairly cosmetic work remains to be completed.
However, the incompleteness did not prevent
the first beekeeping course being held in the
Pavilion two weeks ago.

In June, as mentioned in more detail elsewhere
in this , we have three major events
taking place at Henfold Copse, on Saturday
11th and two on the same day - Saturday 18th!

Celia Perry has organized a Skep
Making Workshop on the 11th and two
or three places may still be available.

Celia Perry is also organizing RBKA's
Mock Basic Exams on the 18th.
Aspiring members should register their
name with Celia as soon as possible.

Mike Hill is organizing our annual
Taster Day, also on the 18th, which is
open to the public and is now fully
booked.

It is already likely to be a very busy month !

I look forward to a settled period of warmth
and sunshine throughout June, for the benefit
of all members and all our bees.

Andrew Buchanan
Tel: 01306 712773, Mob: 07879 552582

andrewb38@btinternet.com
23rd May 2016

Members to Support and Promote Reigate Beekeepers at Local Village Shows
What could be more pleasant during a warm summers day than … chatting to an interested
public about honey bees, beekeeping and honey, and even selling a few jars of the ‘golden
nectar’ to appreciative customers ?

We have many regular bookings from local communities and
village groups to attend their annual summer events, as well as
more new invitations each year.

Help from members is always needed to be able to attend these
events and to do that attendance justice.  Because the flip side
is that it can be lonely existence standing or sitting by yourself
at a stall, or from the public’s perspective, not appealing to see
an empty stall because the one person that was manning it; just
HAD to take a break and go find the loo at some time.

Can you help ? New and newer members are especially welcome because the public love to
hear about how you got into beekeeping … and therefore, how they could
themselves.
A list of all events that Reigate Beekeepers currently plan to be attending can
be found on the Members website, under the EVENTS > Shows & Events menu
tab. If an event is local to you, or maybe not so local; if you would be able to
help on the stall, even for just a hour or so, that help will be greatly appreciated.
Please contact Mike Hill asap. Look out next month for ‘Selling during Winter’.

mailto:andrewb38@btinternet.com
http://rbkbblog.com/shows-fetes/
http://rbkbblog.com/membership/whos-who/contact-mike-hill-membership-sec-committee-member/
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It was with great sadness that we learned of the sudden
death of Robin Sparkes on the 3rd of May at the age
of just 67 years, after suffering a major stroke.

And it is with deep regret that Reigate Beekeepers and
many of its individual members have lost a great friend
and a loyal and generous supporter.

Our thoughts and commiserations have been with
Robin’s wife Pauline, son Paul and daughter Jenny.

Many members of Reigate Beekeepers attended the
funeral service on the 19th May, to hear Jenny describe
her father as “a great man” and expressing her thanks
for him being someone who truly made a difference in
all that he did.

Robin loved learning and with his young wife and family
sought out far flung cultural experiences, rather than
typical beach holidays, and developed a respect for and
love of nature.

It was therefore perhaps inevitable that an interest in Beekeeping resulted, from which
the manufacture of a wide range of natural home made products of the hive evolved.
Robin’s honey marmalade was a notable favourite and good seller at the many stalls that
he and Pauline ran together over many years. Perhaps less known is the Propolis Shampoo,
for which benefits of use might have steadily become trickier for Robin to claim personally.

In between literally travelling the world together, Robin was certain to be ever-present,
with Pauline, at  local, county and country fairs, markets and shows; selling their home
made produce and promoting the honeybee, beekeeping and Reigate Beekeepers.

Together Robin and Pauline have also been direct supporters of Reigate Beekeepers,
donating not just their time and efforts but timely, useful and valuable equipment.
Echoing their appreciation of the natural world, the fruit trees at the second gate entrance
to Henfold Apiary were also a donation given and planted by them when the Copse was
first being prepared as our new apiary.

Pauline and her family give thanks for all the sympathy people have shown them and have
very kindly asked that to respect Robin’s passion for the environment and love of being
part of Reigate Beekeepers, donations to Reigate Beekeepers rather than flowers, would
be most appropriate.

Donations can either be made via Batemans Funeral Services, Hereford House,
7 Massetts Road, Horely, Surrey RH6 7PR  or direct to Reigate Beekeepers.

Robin Sparkes

 Library News
The Library Returns to Henfold    by Vince Gallo

After a few of years of absence from Henfold, the complete Reigate Beekeepers
Library has been installed within the Pavilion building. Over 225 books and more
than 168 different titles are available to browse and read and to borrow by booking
out your selection with Assistant Librarian Sue Moore during Wednesday evenings.

Books can also be reserved or booked online via the Book Shelf website page,
where a full list of all the titles and their current availability can also be found.

http://reigatebeekeepers.org.uk/making-a-donation/
http://rbkbblog.com/books/
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A newly published book, ‘Following the Wild
Bees: the Craft and Science of Bee Hunting’ is
a foray into the pastime of bee hunting.

Not a description of
a present day
Swarm Collector,
but an activity that
used to be
practiced widely
and of which few
people know about
today.
Thomas Seeley, a
world authority on
honey bees, vividly
describes the
history and science
behind this lost
pastime and how
anyone can do it.

Seeley explains how one finds a patch of
flowers humming with honey bees, captures
and sumptuously feeds the bees, and then
releases and follows them, step-by-step in
whatever direction they fly, back to their secret
residence in a hollow tree, old building, or
abandoned hive.

The bee hunter's reward is a thrilling encounter
with nature that challenges mind and body
while also giving new insights into the
remarkable behaviour of honey bees living in
the wild.

A discounted book price is being offered by the
publisher, Princeton University Press of £14.00
(originally £17.95) and free UK postage and
packaging. To get this discount, you will need
to either call 01243 842165 or email
sales@upguk.com, quoting the special offer
code BEE16.

New book by Thomas D. Seeley

Education News

Basic Assessment - The Mock and the real thing - Reminders
For those members wanting or planning to take
their BBKA Basic Assessment this year, there
are three important dates to take note of:

1. Deadline for registering to take the Basic
Assessment is 4th June.

Correctly completed registration forms, together
with £18 payment (either a cheque or receipt
No. of online payment to BBKA) needs to be with
Celia Perry by this date.

2. Mock Basic session on the 18th June.
Bob Maurer & Celia Perry provide an
opportunity for candidates to see and experience
an Assessment. No booking required, but please
advise Celia if you expect to attend.

3. Basic Assessments will be held at Henfold
during Saturday 9th July and, if numbers
require it, also during an additional weekday.
Scheduling of individual member’s assessments
will be advised by Celia nearer the day(s).

Extraction Days - Fri. 5th August & Sat. 6th August by Andrew Cornwall
In anticipation of having enough honey this
year to extract from Reigate Beekeeper’s own
hives, the Newdigate Village Hall has been
booked. We now need members to help during
the two days.

The Friday afternoon/evening ‘set-up tasks’
include: removing supers at Henfold;
delivering supers and equipment from Henfold
to the hall; and  preparing and setting-up
equipment in the hall. Lots of help needed !

During the Saturday, we need experienced
hands to run each work station in the hall and
lots of help with numerous other tasks.
We also need new members to come along and
learn how to extract honey.

It may seem a simple process, but there’s a lot
to learn if you are to stay on the right side of
the almost 20 different Acts & Regulations
covering the extraction, labelling and sale of
honey.

This activity also provides an opportunity for
hands-on use of a range of different types and
capacities of extraction equipment that can be
very useful if you are considering either buying
your own, or hiring, at some point.

All offers of help to me please, by either
sending me an email message or add your
name and contact details to an ‘Extraction
Event' sheet that will be on the sign-in table at
Henfold  during the next weeks.

mailto:sales@upguk.com
http://rbkbblog.com/contact-andrew-cornwall-education-coordinator-committee-member/
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  Events News

The New Pavilion Hosts its First ‘External’ Event
When, a few months ago, Adam Leitch booked the Pavilion during May to run an NDB  ‘Colony
Manipulation Short Course’ for twelve delegates, it was far from certain how complete the
internal fitting out of the building would be and what furniture would be available for use.
However, those of us attending this year’s Wednesday evening meetings will have already
witnessed the fantastic rate at which facilities in the kitchen and loo have advanced, the flooring
and skirting in the main area have been laid and fitted, skirtings, door and window frames
painted,  and the final fix of electrical services and fittings all but completed.
Added to which, a stash of chairs has been brought out of storage, a new overhead projector
installed and a set of folding tables purchased and delivered … all with just days to spare.
The result being that by the time the two day NDB course commenced on Friday 20th May, a
fully functioning class-room facility was in place, as these photographs surely testify.

A great debt of gratitude is due to all that have made this possible.
And of course, as is becoming traditional for such inaugural Henfold events, our bees were not
to be left out. A colony provided an impressive display of swarming during the first lunch break.
The next scheduled non-meeting events in the Pavilion will be the Skep Making Workshop on
the 11th June, for which a few places are still available, and our annual Taster Day on the 18th
June for which thirty members of the public have booked - ensuring a full house.

Nationwide Community Match

Thank you to everyone who voted for us with
plastic tokens in Nationwide branches during
February, March and April.
Unsurprisingly we didn't win the overall vote.
The organisers gave us such an odd selection
of branches and chose to write their own blurb
about us rather than use the wordage I
submitted with the application. We won in
Dorking and Redhill, but lagged far behind in
Brighton and East Grinstead.
The good news is that we have won £100, just
for getting through to the short list.
If you have any ideas or suggestions on
fundraising, do please send them to me. We
have lots of applications in at the moment, but
can always submit more.

Andrew Cornwall

Summer BBQ at Henfold - 30th July

If not already in your diary, make
point of adding it now and coming
along to our Mid Summer evening
social get-together on Saturday
30th July.

Earlier thoughts about combining this event
with an Official Opening of the pavilion have
been altered. That event is being deferred until
next year to provide plenty of notice for an
intended prestigious guest list.
Meanwhile we can self indulgently mark the
completion at least of the fitting out of the
pavilion, and be assured that even if the
heavens open on the day … the party can and
will go ahead indoors regardless.
See the website for more details now and in
next months .

http://rbkbblog.com/2016/04/16/skep-making-workshop-11th-june/
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  Notice Board (click the          to also find it and more on our website)

Skep Making Course
Saturday 11th June 2016

●   Make your own Skep during
this full day workshop
●   Demonstration and
instruction by Chris Parks
●   All materials required
included in the course fee

It is unlikely that you will completely finish your
skep on the day, but you will go home with enough
materials and the skills to do so in your own time.

Venue … Henfold Copse Apiary
Registration ……. from 9:30am
Workshop Starts ……  10.00am
Close … approx  4.00 - 4.30pm
Course Fee … £60 Reigate Member
(£70 per non-Reigate Division Member)

Fee includes materials, tea and coffee.
Bring your own packed lunch.

A few of the limited number of
places remain, but book soon.
http://tinyurl.com/rbkskepform16

Places remaining by mid May will
also be offered to other Divisions

COMPETITION SHOW
BEES & BEEKEEPING DISPLAYS
BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT SALES
SALES OF HONEY & HIVE
PRODUCTS
TRAINING & MEMBERSHIP

9, 10, 11 JUNE 2016

Either individually or as a group of members, have a go at
preparing some entries this year.

Full details of the Competition Classes are provided in the
Show Schedule that can be downloaded along with a Honey
Entry Form from the South of England Show website:-
http://www.seas.org.uk/info/competing/competing-south-

england-show/bees-honey/
IF you are very quick, Late Late entries MAY still be accepted

for a few days after the 31st May.

All Stewarding roles are now filled - thank you if you have
volunteered. Otherwise do come along on one of the days to
say hello, meet ‘keepers from other associations and enjoy

the entire SoE show , as well as the Bees & Honey.

LASI
QUEEN
BEES

A newly launched
service, LASI provide
UK beekeepers with
honey bees bred for

disease resistance using
hygienic behaviour
based on scientific

research.

Explore the our
new website,

www.lasiqueenbees.
com

visit our store and
buy your very own

http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://tinyurl.com/rbkskepform16
http://tinyurl.com/rbkskepform16
http://www.seas.org.uk/info/competing/competing-south-england-show/bees-honey/
http://www.seas.org.uk/info/competing/competing-south-england-show/bees-honey/
http://www.lasiqueenbees.com
http://www.lasiqueenbees.com
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The photographic classes in the honey show
tempt you to demonstrate your skills with that
close up of a bee on your biggest hollyhock.
But how do you achieve show winning results?
Here are some tips from the Nikon web site.

The first basic rule of close-up photography is
to get close to the subject. Insect photography
requires a macro lens that will allow you to
focus very close to the subject. A Macro lens
lets you photograph your subjects at near life
size. Most non-SLR digital cameras have a close
up (macro) setting denoted by a flower symbol.
Even mobile phone cameras are capable of
taking reasonably detailed close up photos
these days. See the photograph below taken
with a Sony Xperia phone camera for an
example. But don’t over enlarge the image.

Ideally you should use a tripod to steady the
camera, especially when you are using a
telephoto lens or long shutter speed. When
shooting with your camera on a tripod, using a
cable release to trip the shutter is the ideal
shooting method. Some photographers will go
the added step of locking up the mirror on their
D-SLR prior to tripping the shutter. This further
reduces the possibility of movement. If you
don't have a cable release, you can use the
camera's self-timer instead.

Depending on how close you can get, you will
be able to fill the frame with the insect's entire
body, or a portion of its body such as its head
and antennae. Be cautious so that you don't
get stung.

Most insects gathering nectar don't seem to
mind a camera (and photographer) coming
close to them. The exception is butterflies.

While shooting insects with a macro lens might
seem intimidating, start out with creatures that
can't sting you. The shorter the focal length of
the macro lens, the closer you will have to be
to your subject, so keep that in mind when
choosing which lens to use.

Insects have fascinating bodies, and one of the
goals of close-up nature photography is to bring
out all the colour and detail of insect life. Good
macro photography puts the camera's focus on
the eyes, legs and bodies of these bugs, and
their tiny world. For example, taking a
photograph of a spider in its web tells a more
interesting story.

Background colour plays an important role in
composition. For example, if the subject is dark
coloured, as many insects are, a lighter, out-
of-focus background will make the creature
stand out from its surroundings and focus the
viewers' attention on it.

The technique for getting an insect to stand out
from the background is to use a shallow depth
of field. Depth of field is defined as the area in

DIY Suggestion
Making your own is

fun and saves money

  DIY Suggestions & Tips

Tips for Photographing Bees (and other Insects)

Photographs - Sony Xperia and Bee on Leaf - Somerton BKA / Bee on Flower -
sarhnmcarthur.wordpress.com
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front of, and behind the subject, that is in focus.
Depth of field is determined by the aperture
setting. Low f/stops, like f/2.8 will give you a
shallow depth of field, which pinpoints the focus
on your subject, while the background goes out
of focus.

Another technique that nature photographers
use is to position their camera so that a brightly
lit subject is photographed against a dark
background. Exposing for a well-lit subject,
under full daylight for example, or with a
fill-flash, will cause a dark background to
underexpose and approach black. This effect
creates a dark, even background, making the
subject stand out. But if the subject and
background are both brightly lit, the insect may
be difficult to separate from its surroundings.

Placing a household item like a piece of cloth
or paper behind the subject can work as a
portable studio backdrop, isolating the insect
against a plain background and setting it apart
from its surroundings.

Photo editing programs will allow you to crop
your image, and adjust the brightness and
contrast. Most cameras also will allow you to
crop the image and afford some adjustment to
brightness and contrast.

Insects are more mobile in warm weather, so
photograph them in the early morning or
evening when it is cooler, and they will be
moving slower. The available light at those
times of day will also be more flattering too.

Placing an insect in a container in the
refrigerator or freezer for a short while before
taking your photo will slow down its metabolism
and make it torpid. Leaving it too long in the
freezer however, will make it dead.

And it is not just the insects themselves that
provide that honey show winning shot.

courtesy of Somerton BKA

Photographs - Bee with blurred background- beedreams.com / Pollen in Cells -
jtbeekeepers.com

Photographic Images of Bees

Finding specific bee images is not easy, even
with the plethora available via Google search.

However these web sites might be appreciated
by those who require high quality images, or
simply have an interest which goes beyond one
species of insect.

The image below of a Tawny Mining Bee
(andrena fulva) comes from a Belgian website
www.entomart.be which has a vast catalogue
of photographs available.

Another interesting site is www.bwars.com.
Bee, Wasps and Ant Recording Society. The
images are copyright, but the information
available is truly astounding.

An altruistic website is www.moorhen.me.uk.
A photographic log site of wildlife photography.
They offer their images for certain uses,
provided they are credited. Specific images take
a bit of finding, but the results are worthwhile.
This example is an ‘image of the day’.

courtesy of Somerton BKA

www.entomart.be
www.bwars.com
www.moorhen.me.uk
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 Swarm Stories

Post Swarming Activities

The following is some general information for
new beekeepers, (and perhaps for some more
experienced), about how to deal with the
aftermath of swarming.

The Bees have Swarmed
It happens to us all - the colony has laughed at
your swarm prevention and ignored your swarm
control, and now there is a large lump of bees
hanging off a low branch near your hive/s.

Believe it or not, this is not too bad ! Assuming
you inspected not much more than a week ago,
this will be the prime swarm, with your laying
queen in it. You have arrived in time to retrieve
it. The swarm has considerately clustered
where you can reach it. You will be able to make
sure that the colony does not throw any casts.

You will now have to collect the swarm in a
skep, or similar container; later you will have
to hive the swarm; you will need to do some
post-swarm management in order to prevent
casting from the parent colony.

(1) Collecting a Swarm
This can be great fun, or very frustrating.

Every swarm is different and each swarm
collection is different, so if in any doubt about
what to do contact our Reigate Beekeepers
‘swarm squad’. This is the link to our public web
site which gives the contact details for our

swarm collectors and general swarm collection
information.
https://reigatebeekeepers.org.uk/found-a-honeybee-swarm/

Click here for more swarm information on our
members only web site.

Always be as gentle as possible. Shaking or
brushing are often required, but the rougher
you are, the more excited the bees will become.
Cutting a branch off and putting it, with the
bees, into your skep, is much less upsetting for
all, than even gentle shaking.

Equipment needed
You will need either a straw skep, or stout
cardboard box, preferably roughened on the
inside, or a flexible builder’s trug or plastic
bucket.

The last two are used differently from the
rough-surfaced skep. Even a stout pillowcase
can be used for some freely hanging swarms.

Occasionally you can put the swarm straight
into a hive. You also need a board of a size to
go under the skep, an old cotton sheet, and an
assortment of extras like secateurs, stout string
or rope, a stone to prop the skep up, smoker,
plastic bin liner in case of rain.

Now into action !

A cluster dangling off a low branch is a rare
event - enjoy it. Spread the sheet out under
the cluster, this is mainly to stop the bees
getting lost in the grass. Place the board in the
middle of it. Hold the skep in one hand, right
up to the cluster, shake the branch sharply and
the bees should fall into the skep in a big blob.

Photographs - Gerry Collins / Harrogate & Ripon BKA

https://reigatebeekeepers.org.uk/found-a-honeybee-swarm/
https://reigatebeekeepers.org.uk/found-a-honeybee-swarm/
https://rbkbblog.com/2013/04/05/preparing-your-swarm-box/
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Immediately, gently up-end the skep on to the
board and prop the edge up with a stone.

You will see bees start to raise their rear ends
and fan their wings - this is to spread the
Nasanov homing pheromone around. This will
attract all the bees flying about, and so long as
you have the queen in the skep, eventually all
the bees will join her.

Because the skep has a rough surface the bees
can cling to it easily and will be quite happy
inside. The bees flying around often re-cluster
where they were before, and you can deter
them by smoking the site and disguising their
scent there, but don’t overdo it, as the Nasanov
pheromone should not be masked as well.

If the queen is not in the skep, all the bees will
leave it, to join her wherever she is, and you
will have to start all over again.

The swarm should be left in the skep until
evening to allow all the bees to enter it. This is
particularly important in other people’s
gardens, as any bees left behind may cause a
nuisance when they find they are homeless. In
your own apiary, if the hives are nearby,
stragglers will quickly find a home in their old
hive or with the swarm. If it looks like rain, tie
the plastic bag around the skep.

When moving the skep in the evening, if in your
own apiary, just pick it up carefully and take
it to where you want it. If you have to travel,
it needs to be wrapped up - this is the second
reason for having the sheet.

Take the stone away, arrange the sheet over
the skep so that there are no gaps and tie
tightly with the string or rope, around the skep
middle and around the board as well. This
should now be bee-tight in your car !

If you do not have a rough skep, but only a
slippery trug or bucket, do things a bit
differently.

As the bees cannot grip the sides of the trug,
you have to decant them straight into a hive
with frames of foundation. Put the hive on the
sheet under, or as near as possible to, the
cluster.

Remove six middle frames and block the
entrance temporarily. Shake the cluster into
the trug and immediately slide them gently into
the space in the hive. Place the frames gently
on top of the clump of bees - it will not squash
them, they will climb up the frames which will
descend into the hive.

Put the crownboard and roof on as soon as
possible. Remove the entrance block (it was
only there to stop the bees coming straight out
of the front) so that the bees can start fanning
to attract the strays. Leave the hive until all the
swarm has gone in, then strap up securely and
move to its permanent position.

Not so Easy Clusters
Sadly, swarms are much more likely to cluster
in the middle of a holly bush or wrapped around
three or four iron railings than to dangle
invitingly from the end of a low branch.

Apart from shaking, swarms can also be
collected by brushing down into a skep, (like
brushing off a wall), or smoking upwards into
the skep, (as from a fence post).

Photographs - Gerry Collins / Harrogate & Ripon BKA
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A cluster flat on the ground will crawl into a
skep propped over it, with one edge touching
the bees. A hive with frames would be a good
choice as you will collect and hive the swarm
in one go.

The flexible trug is very handy for a swarm in
the middle of a bush, as it will reach places
other skeps can’t go.

Frames of old comb placed by the swarm will
readily attract the bees and with patience most
of the swarm can be gathered this way and put
straight into a hive.

If none of this is possible, then get as many
bees as you can into the skep, place it near the
cluster on the sheet and then mobilise the rest
of the bees by shaking, smoking etc. The bees
in the skep should start fanning Nasanov
pheromone around, which hopefully will
eventually attract all the, by now extremely
excited, flying bees. Keep agitating the original
cluster site to stop the swarm re-settling there.
There are also bee-repellent sprays available.
Catch any small clusters and put them by the
skep to add to the fanning force. This can take
some time, depending on where the queen is.
It is rather a swarm catcher’s last resort !

Remember:-
● Association insurance only covers you for
third party damage, not personal loss or injury.
● Do not trespass if it is only the next-door
neighbour of the swarm owner who called you.
● Don’t feel obliged to climb trees etc. - any
swarm high up will not be a nuisance. No swarm
is worth a broken leg.
● Bees move upwards away from smoke and
will happily go into a dark container.

(See last months edition of  for an
explanation of the Law and Swarms.)

(2) Hiving a Swarm
In the evening, when all the swarm bees are
settled in a skep or hive, wrap or strap them
up and transport them to their permanent
position. If nearby, don’t leave this until the
next day, as the bees will soon orientate on the
position of the skep or hive where they were
collected.

If the swarm is already in a hive, simply put it
in its place and remove the entrance block.

Swarms are ‘hard-wired’ to draw comb, so the
hive should be furnished with frames of
foundation.

If it is your own swarm, so you know it has no
health problems, feed a gallon of 1 to 1 sugar
syrup to enable the bees to do this quickly. If
it is an unknown swarm, it is advised that
feeding is delayed for a couple of days, so that
any honey they are carrying, possibly with foul
brood spores in it, will provide the energy to
draw the comb and not be stored.

This is also a good opportunity to treat for
varroa, as all the mites are phoretic. Any of the
registered treatments would be suitable.

Another thing you can do with a prime swarm
is to provide one frame of drawn comb. This
enables the queen to start laying at once. As it
is the only brood available until the other combs
are drawn, most of the varroa will enter it just
before sealing. When it is fully sealed remove
it and its cargo of varroa. This is called a
sacrificial brood frame.

(This does not work with a cast, as the combs
will have been drawn before the virgin queen
is mated and ready to lay and she will have the
run of the hive to lay in.)

If the swarm arrives home in a skep, you will
have to put it in a hive. It helps to have the
hive in position beforehand. There are two ways
of hiving a swarm from a skep:-
● ‘Dumping’ them straight into the hive, or
●  Running them up a sloping board to the hive

entrance.

Dumping is quick, easy, slightly boring, but
recommended on a cold evening.

1. Remove about six middle frames from the
hive. Temporarily block the entrance, to stop

Photographs - Gerry Collins / Harrogate & Ripon BKA
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the bees coming straight out of the front door.
Hold the skep directly over the hive, give a
sharp shake and the bees should all fall into the
hive in a clump. Knock the skep a couple of
times to dislodge any that don’t. Gently replace
the frames on top of the bees, perhaps putting
a drawn one in the centre (see above). Remove
the entrance block and close up the hive. Feed
as above.

2. You can also leave all the frames in place
and put an empty super on top to act as a
funnel when dumping the bees in. Remove it
when the bees have descended - a little smoke
will encourage them down. Close the hive as
soon as possible.

3. Put an empty super on the floorboard. Dump
the bees into it and quickly put the brood box
with frames on top and close the hive. Remove
the super in a day or so.

Running in a swarm is much more fun but
takes longer, there is a risk the queen will fly
off, (particularly with a cast), and on a cold
evening the bees may be too torpid to crawl
into the hive at all.

You will need a large board and your swarm
sheet. Slope the board up to the hive entrance
at about 45 degrees to the vertical. Too steep
and the clump will fall off the board, too shallow
and the bees won’t climb up very quickly.

Spread the sheet smoothly over the board,
right up to the entrance - this is to stop the
bees (and perhaps the queen) clustering under
the board or getting lost in the grass.

Dump the swarm out onto the board with a
sharp shake. After some initial confusion the
bees will begin to trek up the board and into

the entrance. A little smoke from behind will
encourage them upwards.

Nasanov pheromone will be fanned around by
many bees to attract the waifs and strays and
in about twenty minutes all should be quiet. If
you are lucky you may see the queen running
in, and then you know all is well. Everyone
should do this at least once !

Except when mentioned, all the above remarks
apply equally to a prime swarm and a cast with
a virgin queen. Cast swarms can be trickier to
deal with as they are very ‘flighty’ and can take
ages to settle into a cluster. If very small, use
dummy boards to reduce the size of the brood
chamber.

Unfortunately, some swarms decide they don’t
like the Des. Res. you have given them and
abscond the next day, along with the gallon of
syrup you have fed them ! They almost certainly
had chosen a new home before you caught
them. It is sometimes suggested that a queen
excluder between the floor and brood box will
stop this, but be careful ! This only applies to
a prime swarm and then only put it in place
when you are sure the queen is on the frames
and not on the floor, ie you can dump the
swarm in with an excluder in place but do not
run them in, or the queen will be trapped on
the floor.

As soon as there is brood the swarm should
stay put so don’t leave the excluder there for
too long-it may rub the pollen from the bees
legs as they enter.

Why can’t you do this with a cast ? The virgin
queen has to go out to mate, that is why. If a
cast absconds you can’t do anything about it,
though some say that hiving them with a frame
of unsealed brood will ensure they stay put.

(3) Post Swarm Management
This is what you do to make sure that when a
colony has swarmed, it does not throw any
casts with virgin queens. The bottom line is that
you must only let one virgin hatch out.

You either have to destroy the surplus queen
cells yourself, or induce the bees to do it for
you.

(Remember, to swarm, a colony must have a
queen, plenty of flying bees and a queen cell
to leave behind.)
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All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated Page 14

Removing Queen Cells Yourself
A natural prime swarm has left, or you have
done an artificial swarm. The colony it came
from is called the ‘parent colony’ and it will still
contain many queen cells, perhaps in various
stages.

You can reduce the number of queen cells to
one yourself. Remove any sealed queen cells
and mark the position of a large, well-fed
unsealed cell, preferably in a protected position.
(You know this is a viable cell).

You now know approximately how many days
it will be before a virgin hatches, ie a couple of
days until the cell is sealed and then seven
more days to hatching. No cast can leave before
then, as there is no queen.

Six days from doing this, open the hive and
destroy all queen cells except your chosen one
(make sure it is okay first). Shake the bees off
the frames to make sure you do not miss a cell,
but DO NOT SHAKE YOUR CHOSEN CELL. There
are now no larvae young enough to become
queens. Your chosen cell should hatch and
hopefully the virgin will mate successfully and
become the queen-mother of that colony.

You could remove all but one queen cell when
you do the Artificial Swarm, but the bees will
certainly build more and so you will have to
come back in six days anyway.

Sealed queen cells. If it is so long since you
inspected a naturally swarmed hive that all the
queen cells are sealed, you have to do
something different.

If none of the cells are hatched out, then you
have not lost a cast yet. You can leave just the
queen cell you judge to be the best, or, as
occasionally a queen cell is a dud, leave two
very close to each other, and hope that the first
queen to hatch immediately kills her rival, and
does not lead a cast.

A safer method is to split the colony between
two hives, with a queen cell in each. That way
you can almost guarantee a mated queen and
probably a spare as well. Unite later if you do
not want increase.

If there are hatched out queen cells, a cast
may or may not have left with each virgin. If
you see a virgin in the hive, remove all the
remaining queen cells at once. Even if there are
two virgins loose in the hive they will not cast
without a queen cell to leave behind; they will
fight it out instead. It is sometimes possible to
release a virgin yourself, from a ripe queen cell.

If you do not see a virgin, leave one queen cell
and hope for the best or split the hive as above.
Losing another cast will weaken the colony too
much and endanger building up again.
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 Topical News

Stone Age Beekeepers

Did you know that humans have been farming
bees for wax and honey since the Stone Age ?

A team at Bristol University spent twenty years
analysing 6,000 pottery fragments from 150
archaeological sites across Europe, the Near
East and North Africa, and found chemical
‘fingerprints’ from beeswax on fragments
dating back at least 8,500 years.

Although Ancient Egyptian murals and some
prehistoric rock art suggests a long association
between man and bees, there is no fossil
evidence of the insects, making it hard to
establish when bee farming began, or its
geographical reach.

The oldest trace of beeswax was found in a
cooking vessel unearthed in Anatolia in modern
Turkey, dating from the seventh millennium
BC, around the time settled farming emerged.
As farming spread, so did the use of bees. After
Turkey, beeswax turned up in archaeological
finds in the Balkan Peninsula; reaching Central
Europe by around 5,000 BC, and then England
by 3,500 BC.

The most obvious reason for ancient humans
exploiting bees was for the honey, as this would
have been a rare sweetener for prehistoric
people. Beeswax could also have been used for
ritual, cosmetic and medicinal purposes.
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