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Swarm Coordinator’s 2015 AGM Report 
 
 
1. Catching swarms.  
 
Many of you will have seen at our recent Honey Show the wonderful video by Vince 
Gallo about swarm captures. An accompanying notice board displayed answers to 
several FAQs about swarms. 
 

 
 
2. This year’s basic swarm statistics.   
 
To date this year we received a total of 185 calls, of which 141 turned out to relate 
to honey bee swarms, of which we caught 110, hived by some 42 members - with 
some getting more than one swarm, including casts, as well as swarms from their 
own bees. As always, we tried to give priority to beginners or novices, or members 
short of bees. RBKA apiaries at Henfold Lane, Vigo Farm, and Mickleham also 
received swarms. Our first recorded swarm was on 9th April, and our last - 
exceptionally late - was on 5th October (!). We made no charges for this service, but 
donations to our Association are always welcome – and have usefully boosted our 
finances (see Treasurer’s Report). 
 

 

 
3. Comparison with previous years. 
 
The following graph was also displayed at the Show, showing details also of our 
swarm statistics for all previous years since 2008.  
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4. Notes to above statistics 
 
The figures given relate only to cases known to us in our catchment area (most of 
S.E. Surrey).  Since they omit many unseen or unreported cases, they will 
understate the actual totals. The graph indicates several interesting patterns and 
trends, the subject of more detailed commentary displayed at the Show. 
In summary this commentary showed: 

  

1) a broad correlation of annual levels of all graph lines. 2) a fairly constant excess of c30% of all 

calls over those involving actual honey bee swarms, reflecting many calls either about other forms 

of insect, or about non-swarming honey bees.  
3) a consistently good success rate in catching swarms, considering those cases where access 

problems prevent us safely reaching the cluster, or the bees had absconded beforehand.  

4) a big drop in calls and swarms in 2013 – due to the poor spring of 2013, and depletion of bee 
stocks following the dreadful weather of 2012.  

5) a huge resurgence of swarms in 2014 & 2015, due to improved weather in these years.  

6) a general drop in wasp calls from 2010, probably due to greater public awareness that we are 

unable to deal with these, and also reflecting some wasp decline, notably in 2013.  
(7) the arrival of the tree bumblebee in 2012, surging in 2013 to a peak in 2014. This last trend 

has created a new problem, since this species is aggressive and often nests in bird boxes placed in 

wrong positions - though this last trouble is reducing, thanks to good advice on our website.   
 

 
 
5. Our Swarm Collection Team.  
 
Alphabetically by area, this year's Team has been:  
Thanks to all for their hard work in another busy year.  Thanks also to the many 
other RBKA members who supported them – too many to list here.  Without such a 
team effort by all these persons, the figures already given would not have been 
possible.   
 

 
7. Personnel changes.   
 
With regret we must accept resignations from Neil Hallam (following his move to a 
new home in Northants), and Cyril Humphries and Eddie Webster (both on 
grounds of age and personal circumstance). All have given exemplary service. In 
particular, we owe a special debt of gratitude to Eddie, who can be said to have 
pioneered the service. Over the years he and his wife have responded to many 
swarm calls to the benefit of members and the public. Above all, he helped set up 
our successful system of members supplying us with prepared boxes for receipt of 
captured swarms, which they can remove at dusk from the swarm site. The other 
change is a personal one. In my Report to last year’s AGM I gave notice to resign 
this year as Swarm Coordinator. That notice stands, but I remain willing to help my 
successor, and to continue as a collector for the Reigate area.  However, I have not 
yet found a successor as Swarm Coordinator.  This post is therefore now vacant.  So 
too is that of Collector for the Banstead area.  From my own experience I can vouch 
that this work is enjoyable and has brought many benefits, not least via donations 
(again see Treasurer’s Report). 
                             

Richard Woodhouse Oct 2015 
 (with thanks to Simon Ford for his help with the graph) 


