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Reigate Beekeepers
BeeNews November 2015

Photo opportunity of the Month

Comments about and contributions for publication in will be welcomed by the editors.
For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 25th of the preceding month.

Got an unusual, topical, or interesting bee
related image that could be featured here?

 Please send it to the editors today!

A 1st Class Opportunity Taken

1st Place in Class 17 of our Honey
Show went to Maggie Minter for

her delightful photograph of a
garden, taken at a  Hampton Court
Flower Show … no doubt providing
our Judge with a welcome reminder

of sunnier times as we were
otherwise sinking into Autumn.

More photos of our Honey Show,
including results on pages 6&7 and

the website(s).

Dates for your Diary
Date Event / Description Venue / Contact

Nov, Wed 11th RBKA AGM & Awards Ceremony (19:30 -21:30)
Reports, Election of Officers, Presentation of Trophies

Woodhatch Centre
Andrew Buchanan

Nov, Sat 14th BBKA Module Exams
Putting the reading and learning to the test.

Venue tba
Celia Perry

Nov, Sat 28th SBKA AGM & Talk (from 2:00pm)
Reports, Elections, talk - Seasonal Foraging Challenges

Cobham Village Hall
Sandra Rickwood

Nov, Sat 28th Fetcham Village Christmas Fair (1:00pm - 4:00pm)
Promoting RBKA and beekeeping, and selling honey.

Fetcham Village Hall
Richard Bradfield

Nov, Sat 28th Sussex BKA Annual Conference (09:00 - 16:30)
Spkrs: R.Smith, H.AL.Toufaila, J.Hendrie, P.Hunter, Dr. C Perry.

Uckfield TN22 1AE
Sussek BKA flyer

Dec, Wed 2nd Winter Meeting (19:30 - 21:30)
'Honey Bees & Ley Lines’ by guest spkr Roger Patterson

Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

Jan, Wed 6th Winter Meeting (19:30 - 21:30) Jack Chapman’s talk:
'Einstein, Honeybees & the Survival of the Human Race’

Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

Jan, Sat 23rd RBKA Spring Lunch (Noon - 3:00pm)
Early Spring get-together at a NEW venue, the Plough Inn.

Coldharbour
Andrew Buchanan

Jan, Sat 23rd SBKA Training Day: Preparing Honey & Wax (10am-4pm)
Promoting RBKA and beekeeping, and selling honey.

Walton-on-Thames
Sandra Rickwood

Feb, Wed 3rd Winter Meeting (19:30 - 21:30)
 RBKA Event - 'Beekeeping Quiz Night’

Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

More dates? The Members website has the full year’s Diary Dates Click Here

http://rbkbblog.com/shows-fetes/
http://rbkbblog.com/shows-fetes/
http://rbkbblog.com/shows-fetes/
http://rbkbblog.com/shows-fetes/
http://www.bbka.org.uk/local/sussex/bm~doc/sbka-convention-2015.pdf
http://rbkbblog.com/shows-fetes/
http://rbkbblog.com/shows-fetes/
http://rbkbblog.com/shows-fetes/
http://rbkbblog.com/shows-fetes/
http://rbkbblog.com/shows-fetes/
http://rbkbblog.com/events/diary-dates/
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Our website is updated much more regularly than this monthly
edition of , so click on Members Website for lots more

information and, all the latest news and activity updates.

Editorial

A slightly different, but hopefully not to traumatic a change to the look of this months edition
only, as we gear up for the Reigate Beekeepers Annual General Meeting and include most of
the available Officers Reports within these pages.

Another slight departure from the norm this month is the inclusion of a ‘promotion advert’. But
with good cause and ‘one off’ justification.

Also featured is a notification of key ‘Situations’ within the operation and management of Reigate
Beekeepers that either already are, or will imminently be, coming ‘Vacant’. Do please give
serious thought to whether you could fill one of the roles, or suggest another member that might
… if asked. The expression ‘many hands make light work’ really would apply to maintaining and
building upon all that the Division has already achieved.

Interspersed with the ‘heavy’ stuff this month; summary reports and full results from the Honey
Show are included. As are reports about keeping your bees fit, plant power vs hornets and tips
on how not to make a fudge of your fudge making.

Meanwhile, as also acknowledged in the Editors & Webmasters Report (page 14) this month’s
edition is the 48th that the pair of us have produced. Good grief … that’s four years!
We will be putting our heads together soon to see what we can do to mark the 50th edition in
some significant way in January … even if it’s just to check ourselves into a rehab facility!
Suggestions please to …

Richard & Graham

A Genetically Modified Edition

http://rbkbblog.com
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Members News
Chairman’s 2015 AGM Report

The year 2014/2015 has been remarkable for the
effort and achievements to which so many
members have contributed.

Our Annual Honey Show gave us a great start.
Based on a theme of Beekeeping in Wartime,
many exhibits were of great interest to the visiting
public as 2014 was the centenary of the start of
WW1. Also, with a record number of competition
entries (192), a refreshments corner, a children’s
corner, honey tasting and sales, mead tasting and
a demonstration of skep making, our flagship
event was a huge success. Grateful thanks to
Maggie Minter who coordinated all the facets of
the show, to Celia Perry, Richard Bradfield and
Mike Hill and indeed all those members who gave
time to set it all up and to help on the day.

Neil Hallam, Apiary Manager at Henfold Copse
organized a small team to carry out a set of
procedures he had drawn up to help see our bees
through the winter months. By regularly
monitoring throughout the period, which was
relatively mild, some 15 or so colonies were ready
for the start of the Weekly Training Sessions
during the summer. In addition, the team also
cleaned and repaired used equipment left over
from the 2014 summer !! Thanks to Neil and his
Winter Team for all their hard work. Regrettably,
Neil and his wife relocated to Northamptonshire
in August, but happily Simon Ford (one of Neil’s
team) has agreed to organise the continuation of
the Winter Team’s work.

The monthly winter meetings were well organised
by Paul Cleaver. Celia Perry gave a talk on
‘Preparing Entries For A Honey Show’ while
visitors Chris Park and Michelle Emoult told us
about Myths and Mythology Surrounding Bees and
Making Honey and Wax Products respectively.
Two other meetings, based on 10 minute
presentations in a sort of round-robin format
included subjects about Recognising and Dealing
with an Anaphylactic Shock, Honey Tasting, Mead
Making, and BBKA Exams .

Our Beginners Course, hosted again by David
Rudland, attracted 30 attendees many of whom
became members of RBKA making a total of 224
members by the end of the year.

The Summer season began with a Tidy Up Day at
Henfold Copse. Many enthusiastic members
arrived and set about carrying out all manner of
tasks aimed at making the site a pleasure to visit.
Many hands made light work thanks to you all.

Richard Woodhouse was already coordinating
his Swarm Collection Team and was inundated by
calls from the public for help to catch the
unwelcome escapees. These continued right
through the Summer so, despite the erratic
weather, we experienced a proliferation of bees,
higher than for some years passed.  Please refer
to Richard’s excellent report.
Well done and thank you to all the team for the
time you gave seemingly at the drop of a hat most
of the time.

Early in April our Annual Auction was held to great
effect. Paul Cleaver organised, Malcolm Fry
was the Auctioneer while the back room boys
were Vince Gallo and Andrew Cornwall.

Andrew Cornwall, who had devised the basis of
a Training Programme in 2014, organised a
curriculum to suit Beginner, Basic and
Intermediate levels of training for the summer.
In large measure, the number of exam
qualifications gained this year is a reflection of
the quality of Andrew’s programme allied to the
support from members to mentor those at a lower
level of qualification.

In June, 21 members passed their BBKA Basic
Exam, Andrew Cornwall passed 2 BBKA
Modules, Neil Hallam passed the BBKA General
Husbandry Exam and Celia Perry passed the
BBKA Advanced Husbandry Exam which qualifies
her as a Master Beekeeper (we now have 3 Master
Beekeepers in our Division). In addition, Adam
Leitch was awarded the rare National Diploma of
Beekeeping. A special mention for Jenny
MacDonald who passed the BBKA Junior Basic
Exam. Congratulations to you all, RBKA is very
proud to have so many qualified beekeepers
within our membership and our gratitude to
Andrew for his work.

While on the subject of the Weekly Sessions, I
must mention Coral Lloyd and Sue Hickson who
consistently provided the after session
refreshments, including homemade biscuits.
Thanks to you both.

For the record, the average attendance to our
Weekly Training Sessions, from 1st April to 26th
August was 59 !

The apiaries were managed by Neil Hallam and
Simon Ford (Henfold Copse), Jack Chapman
(Mickleham), Mike Hill (Beare Green), Malcolm
Fry (Brockham) and Alec Bourhill (Buckland).
Richard Stuart was our Quartermaster. Many
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thanks to you for the hard work and husbandry
you have all provided. Our thanks are also due to
Boxhill School, Martin and Louise Smith and Mr &
Mrs Laurensen for allowing us to use their
properties for our out-apiaries.

Throughout the year many events both internal
and external were undertaken. Bob Maurer
organized 2 Bee Health Clinics and Vince Gallo
started a group to make mead. For the public,
Mike Hill organized 20 or so village shows at
which he and other members manned an RBKA
stall and an observation hive full of bees.  Several
talks were given by a number of members to a
variety of Societies and schools. Thanks to
everyone who helped with these important
opportunities to bring bees to the attention of the
public and to sell our honey etc.

Talking of honey, this year seems to have
produced very patchy crops. RBKA’s harvest was
well down on 2014 and our thanks again to
Andrew Cornwall for extracting all the honey
taken from RBKA’s hives.

This year a ‘Harvest  Festival’ at the end of August
was held again at the Six Bells Pub in Newdigate.
Entertainment included indoor skittles and
judging from the laughter coming from the
players, it was great fun. The refreshments were
excellent. Indeed, at the end of most Summer
Sessions a small band of happy beekeepers fell
upon the Six Bells for refreshment and often very
informative beekeeping discussions. Each evening
was most enjoyable thanks to the attending
members and our hosts.

Perhaps, physically, the most apparent
development was the change of appearance at
Hernfold Copse.
In October foundations were laid for the Education
Facility (known locally as the Pavilion). Previously
only a series of stakes and ribbons had indicated
the position of the planned building and its
dimensions. With the foundations in place appeals
for funds from members to purchase the building
were made.
In November, four very generous members added
substantial donations to those already received
from other members. Sufficient funds to buy the
building were now to hand and an EGM gave
permission for the Committee to proceed with the
next stage of the project.
By March the erection of the shell of the building
and ground works were completed. By the end of
April hot water and a toilet had been installed !
During the summer many members answered the
call for help to paint the exterior of the Pavilion
with a stain before David Allbeury covered it
with 3 coats of fire resistant paint.

Members donated yet more funds to enable
purchase of items on a ‘Fitting-Out Wish List’ for
the Pavilion. At our annual Bar-B-Q, when
members were joined by beekeepers from other
Divisions, our President Malcolm Broatch
unveiled a magnificent skep in a ‘Topping Out’
ceremony. The skep was brilliantly fashioned out
of copper tubing by Mike Lowe.
Another team, including Vince Gallo, Geoff
Blay, Phil Elwell and materials supplier Peter
Moore, have been erecting interior walls and
ceilings, laying flooring, installing a kitchen and
all the electrical wiring.

The Newsletter and the Websites, through the
endeavours of Richard Bradfield and Graham
Pooley, have kept members fully informed of
developments on practically everything that has
transpired during the year and Vince Gallo has
catalogued the library of beekeeping related
books.

Mentioning members by name above does not in
any way diminish the effort made by those whose
names are not mentioned. I am most grateful to
all members who volunteered their time to help
with the myriad jobs needed to be done all
through the year.
Well done and an enormous thank you to
everybody who responded to the calls and/or who
made donations.

There are, however, several areas with which the
Committee needs help in order to maintain the
standard of performance and the facilities offered
by RBKA. It is essential that the work is shared
across a larger team from the membership.
Anyone who would like to become more involved
with the running and management of RBKA,
please contact a member of the Committee.

It is with regret that, in addition to the departure
of Neil Hallam, I have to report that we need a
new Quartermaster (Richard Stuart and his wife
have moved house to Hampshire). Andrew
Cornwall has relinquished his role of Education
Programme Coordinator and Celia Perry has
stepped down from the Committee. Richard
Woodhouse, after many years of organizing the
Swarm Collection Team and the Reigate Market
stall, has also decided to give someone else a go
at it. The contribution of each of these stalwart
members deserve our great appreciation.

Finally, my thanks to all the Committee for the
time, effort and support they have given which
has contributed so much to the success and
strength of Reigate Beekeepers.

Andrew Buchanan
21st October 2015
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SITUATIONS VACANT
RBKA NEEDS YOU

Due to recent and imminent retirements
from existing roles within RBKA and the
creation of new roles to meet our changing
needs, your Committee seeks help from the
membership to ensure that important
functions are, or continue to be, well
managed.

Some of these functions will require the role
holder to of necessity be a member of our
Committee, while many others will not.

● Education Coordinator *

● Membership Secretary *

● Representative to the Surrey BKA Council *

● Marketing & Sales Coordinator

● Shows & Talks Programme Coordinator

● Pavilion Housekeeper

● Swarm Collection Coordinator

* Denotes also being a Committee Member

Ability to communicate and report, and some
computer literacy, will be required.
Committee Meetings occur 6 times per
annum including the AGM.

If anyone would like to become more
involved in the running of RBKA and increase
the level of their membership participation,
please either contact:

Andrew Buchanan (01306 712773)
or any Committee member (Who’s Who)

COULD YOU HELP ?

Invoices for the renewal of membership of the
Reigate Beekeepers’ Division of the Surrey BKA
that became due on the 1st October will by now
have been received by all 2014/2015 members.
But of course, unless and until those
memberships are renewed, recipients will not
yet be 2015/2016 members.

Payment can be by traditional cheque, posted
or handed to either Mike Hill or Vince Gallo.
(Please note that Vince’s post code provided in
the Renewal Invoices, should read RH2 7EH.)

Or pay by a BACS direct
transfer from your account to
RBKA’s account - no cheques,
no envelope, no postage, no
post codes … no hassle.
Not sure whether this can be
taken as a threat or an excuse, but only paid-up
2015/2016 Members are entitled to vote at our
upcoming AGM.

So get those payments rolling in.

2015/2016 Membership Renewals - REMINDER from Mike Hill

The Pub Landlord in our Midst
Reigate Beekeeper member Becky Hopper
and her husband John have recently taken over
the Plough Inn, Coldharbour.
Having both grown up on Leith Hill, The Plough
has always been well known to them.

As teenagers they
both worked there
and in 2009 they
moved in to the
cottage next door.

So when a message
came to them from
property developer
Richard Eshelby via
his gamekeeper,
asking if they would
be interested in
running the pub,
they jumped at the
chance.

Richard is also a keen beekeeper and
countryman and John and Becky are delighted
to be in partnership with him.

Together they are planning to return the pub
back to its former glory – a true country pub
at the heart of the community.

As part of this, they are offering all members
of Reigate Beekeepers 10% off meals
Monday to Wednesday up until December.

Click the flyer image to download and print.
Please contact them on 01306 711 793

or email landlord@ploughinn.com
if you would like to book.

See also page 8

�e��e����

https://rbkbblog.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/plough-flyer-2.pdf
http://rbkbblog.com/whos-who/
mailto:andrewb38@btinternet.com
https://rbkbblog.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/plough-flyer-2.pdf
mailto:landlord@ploughinn.com
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Reigate BeeKeepers’ 2015 Honey Show - Results & Report Summaries

  Events News

Reports by Show Secretaries Maggie Minter and
Celia Perry are both published in full on the
Members website together with ALL the photo’s of
the day’s events and all the competition placing's.

Headline comments from their reports, Trophy
winners and some of those photo’s are provided
here.

 … first from Maggie:

I am always relieved when the Honey Show
finally comes together after all the planning and
hard work by many in getting everything all set
up and ‘bee shape’ on the day.
I want to say a big thank you to all who gave
up their time to help set up on Friday night and
on the Saturday.
There is an endless list of people who made the

Pollen Themed Honey Show
a success … too many for me
to name all, although I will
mention a few.

Some are newcomers who are keen
and eager to help for the first time
and of course the ‘regulars’ whose
support I rely on, but unless we get
the public in the door all our efforts
are wasted.

Notably Eamonn Fogarty and Anna Slade,
spent much of the day outside working the
park, high street and surrounding areas to get
the 300-400 members of the public (footfall on
the day) through the door to sample the free
honey punch and experience the exciting world
of the honey bee and beekeeping.

As usual, thanks to Celia Perry, Mike Hill and
Richard Bradfield again for managing the
actual competition side of things.

Richard and Graham Pooley for
the Pollen posters, Vince Gallo
for taking the time out of his
busy summer to capture video
footage of swarm collecting and
Richard Woodhouse for swarm
information.

Andrew Cornwall for arranging advanced
publicity, and finally, Bob
Maurer who enabled the public
to see Pollen and other bee
anatomy under the microscope.

Those of you who made cakes,
donated mead, helped on
stands, stuck up posters,
talked to the public, lent me
bits and pieces of equipment,
brought bees, gave tombola
prizes, etc!

You all played a part in making
the show a success – reflected
in our sales and the public’s
feedback which was very
good.

It would be nice to see still more members
sharing the work load and their knowledge;
given that we are over 200 strong!

Many thanks, Maggie
Click here for Maggie’s full report and all photos

… and from Celia:

Thank you to all who entered exhibits for our
2015 Honey Show. The list of the very worthy
Trophy winners is here as well as being on the
Members website along with complete listings
of placing's in all the Classes.

Many thanks to Audrey Gill
who judged the biscuit,
desserts, photography and
children's classes and to
Tom Salter who judged all

of the other classes.
A lot of effort goes on
behind the scenes, so
thank you to all those who
helped with the staging,
the technical wizardry and
breaking up afterwards.

Gill Simpson and Sue Hickson, as this years
judges’ stewards received insights into what
judges are looking for in entries and this year
every entry in the Novice class did receive
individual comment slips from the Judge –
although some were left behind on the Show
Bench. I will endeavour to unite entrants with
comment slips wherever possible.

Trophies will be awarded to members at the
AGM on 11th November.

Congratulations, Celia
Click here for Celia’s full report and all photos

http://rbkbblog.com/2015/10/20/reigate-beekeepers-honey-show-2015-exhibition-report/
http://rbkbblog.com/2015/10/20/reigate-beekeepers-honey-show-2015-competition-results-and-report/
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2015 Honey Show Trophy Winners

Blue Ribbon  awarded to Geoff Blay for ‘Best in Show’ Class 8, A Block of Beeswax
  awarded to Maggie Minter for ‘Most Points in Show’
awarded to Geoff Blay for 1st place Class 1/2, Light or Medium Honey

… Not Awarded for 1st place Class 4, Crystallised/Soft Set Honey
awarded to Richard Bradfield for 1st place Class 5, Novices Honey

awarded to Andrew Boagey for 1st place Class 6, Two Containers of Cut Comb
  awarded to Celia Perry for 1st place Class 20/21, Mead

  awarded to Andrew Boagey for 1st place Class 10, A Comb for Extraction
awarded to Richard Danpure for 1st place Class 12, A Honey Cake

   awarded to Geoff Blay for 1st place Class 15, A Group of Bee Products
awarded to Josie Bourne for ‘Most Points, Children's Classes 23-25’
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Saturday 23rd January 2016
12:15pm for 1:00pm

The Plough Inn
Coldharbour, Dorking RH5 6HD

Look out for the menu and booking form
that will be in the December  and also
available soon via the Members website.
Meanwhile, if you are not needing or
intending to learn about preparing honey &
wax for show or sale (see page 12); instead
enjoy the company of fellow members
young and old at our annual lunch.
It’s that time when thoughts turn from
Winter repair work to Springtime
preparations for approaching beekeeping
activities. The Spring Lunch provides an
opportunity to catch up with what others
have been doing and are planning for the
year ahead.
And if the name of the new venue for 2016
seems familiar; you probably just read
about it on page 5. Our hosts will be RBKA
Member Becky
Hopper and her
husband. So we
may be assured of
an excellent meal!

Spring Lunch 2016

Surrey Beekeepers’ Association
A reminder that the 137th

Annual General Meeting of the Surrey
Beekeepers’ Association will be held

on Saturday 28th November 2015
at 2:00pm in Cobham Village Hall.

The meeting will be followed by tea & a talk
by Dr. Mihail Garbuzov
Research fellow at LASI

On 'Seasonal foraging challenges in
honeybees’

Venue: Cobham Village Hall, Lushington
Drive, Cobham, Surrey. KT11 2LU.

The meeting will be hosted
by Weybridge Division.

If you may not have already noticed, and as
previously announced, OUR Annual General
Meeting will be held at the Woodhatch Centre
on Wednesday 11th November.
The Agenda below can also be downloaded from
the Members website (Click here), as can
copies of Officers Reports where available.

Reigate Beekeepers 2015 AGM

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Wednesday 11th November 2015

1. Welcome and address from President,
Malcolm Broatch

2. Apologies for absence
3. Minutes of the AGM held on Wednesday

12th November 2014
4. Minutes of the EGM held on

Wednesday, 3rd December 2014
5. Matters arising from the minutes
6. Chairman’s report - circulated
7. Treasurer’s report – available at the

meeting
8. Other Officers’ reports - circulated
● Webmaster
● Programme Secretary
● Show Secretary
● Swarm Co-Coordinator
● Library Secretary

9. Election of Officers – as nominated by
the Committee

● President – Mr. Malcolm Broatch
● Chairman – Mr. Andrew Buchanan
● Vice-Chairman – Mr. Paul Cleaver
● Honorary Secretary – Mrs. Gill Simpson
● Honorary Treasurer – Mr. Vince Gallo
● Honorary Auditor – Mr. Derek Cotton
● Committee Members – Mr. Mike Hill,

Mr. Bob Maurer, Ms. Maggie Minter,
Mr. Richard Bradfield

● Representative to Surrey BKA –
Ms. Celia Perry

● Representative to Surrey Show
Committee – Mr. Bob Maurer

10. Nomination of Trustee to Surrey BKA –
Mr. Andrew Buchanan

11. Presentation of Awards from the Honey
Show and exam certificates by the
President

12. Any other business
13. Date of next AGM – Wednesday 9th

November 2016
All Officers’ Reports, with the exception of the Treasurer’s
Report, will be published with Bee News and will be available
on the RBKA Members website.  A limited number of all

STOP PRESS NEWS
Andrew Boagey and Merial Spalding win
seven Trophies and Prizes at the National

Honey Show.  All details and photos on the
website soon and in the December BeeNews.

http://rbkbblog.com/rbk-records/
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 Equipment News

What is a Bee Gym ?

It is a small plastic framework (12 cm x 11 cm
x 1.3 cm high) which contains four different
devices which the bees can use to scrape off or
injure varroa mites or other parasites.

It is designed to sit on the wire mesh floor of
a beehive, and is easily installed by lifting the
brood box and positioning the Bee Gym in place.

The bees visit the gym to scratch or groom.
Any mites that are injured or flicked off fall
through the mesh floor of the hive.

The four different devices are :-

● A protruding plastic flipper/blade.
● Spikes that stick up from the side bars.
● A ‘limbo string’ which is a fine thread

stretched across a gap in the frame. The bees
crawl the gap and under this  ‘limbo string’
to scrape off mites.

● Two parallel upper and lower strings of fine
threads that the bees hold on to and rub
against to dislodge or injure mites.

The side bars of the gym frame stand 8 mm
above the mesh floor and the bees need
another 7 mm or so to move around the gym.

So it may be necessary to remove any comb
from the bottom of the brood frames to give
sufficient room.

The Bee Gym is intended to compliment other
current varroa controls, as part of Integrated
Pest Management. It provides a method of
varroa control all year round, and some
observations suggest that it is even used by
the bees during the Winter, when the bees
cluster over and directly around the gym.

Some initial tests suggest that the Bee Gym is
most effective if it is placed in the hive when
the varroa mite population is low, so placing
the gym in your hive after using other varroa
treatment may be a good strategy. In addition
beekeepers are reporting overall general varroa
reduction benefits from using the gym at other
times.

RBKA members Bob Maurer and one of our
 editors have used the Bee Gym and

noticed reductions in the varroa count. Bob’s
trial results for the gym are included on the
Bee Gym website, along with other trial
information.

The Bee Gym has been developed by
experienced beekeeper  Stuart Roweth who has
received further positive feedback about the
benefits of the gym from beekeepers the UK,
Germany, and Holland. He is closely involved
with development and investigation of the
benefits of the gym, and is very responsive to
comments and enquiries.

The price of a Bee Gym is £12.50 + p&p.

Stuart is keen to encourage other beekeepers
to trial the gym and provide more feedback.
He also writes a blog and includes video of
the gym on his website beegym.co.uk.

The Bee Gym is an interesting development
which shows promise, it causes no harm to
the bees and enables them to develop their
own behaviour to remove the mites. It is
another complementary approach to certainly
consider in our armoury as we wage war on
the varroa mite.

Bee Gym a novel addition to varroa control

http://www.beegym.co.uk/
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 Swarm Stories

Swarm Coordinator’s 2015 AGM Report
1. Catching swarms.
Many of you will have seen at our recent Honey
Show the wonderful video by Vince Gallo about
swarm captures.  An accompanying notice board
displayed answers to several FAQs about swarms.

2. This year’s basic swarm statistics.
To date this year we received a total of 185 calls,
of which 141 turned out to relate to honey bee
swarms, of which we caught 110, hived by some
42 members - with some getting more than one
swarm, including casts, as well as swarms from
their own bees. As always, we tried to give priority
to beginners or novices, or members short of
bees. RBKA apiaries at Henfold Lane, Vigo Farm,
and Mickleham also received swarms. Our first
recorded swarm was on 9th April, and our last -
exceptionally late - was on 5th October (!). We
made no charges for this service, but donations
to our Association are always welcome – and have
usefully boosted our finances (see Treasurer’s
Report).

3. Comparison with previous years.
The following graph was also displayed at the
Show, showing details also of our swarm statistics
for all previous years since 2008.

4. Notes to above statistics
The figures given relate only to cases known to
us in our catchment area (most of S.E. Surrey).
Since they omit many unseen or unreported
cases, they will understate the actual totals. The
graph indicates several interesting patterns and
trends, the subject of more detailed commentary
displayed at the Show.
In summary this commentary showed:

1) a broad correlation of annual levels of all graph lines.
2) a fairly constant excess of c30% of all calls over those
involving actual honey bee swarms, reflecting many calls
either about other forms of insect, or about non-swarming
honey bees.
3) a consistently good success rate in catching swarms,
considering those cases where access problems prevent
us safely reaching the cluster, or the bees had absconded
beforehand.

4) a big drop in calls and swarms in 2013 – due to the
poor spring of 2013, and depletion of bee stocks following
the dreadful weather of 2012.
5) a huge resurgence of swarms in 2014 & 2015, due to
improved weather in these years.
6) a general drop in wasp calls from 2010, probably due
to greater public awareness that we are unable to deal
with these, and also reflecting some wasp decline, notably
in 2013.
(7) the arrival of the tree bumblebee in 2012, surging in
2013 to a peak in 2014. This last trend has created a new
problem, since this species is aggressive and often nests
in bird boxes placed in wrong positions - though this last
trouble is reducing, thanks to good advice on our website.

5. Our Swarm Collection Team.
Alphabetically by area, this year's Team has been:

Thanks to all for their hard work in another busy
year.  Thanks also to the many other RBKA
members who supported them – too many to list
here.  Without such a team effort by all these
persons, the figures already given would not have
been possible.

7. Personnel changes.
With regret we must accept resignations from
Neil Hallam (following his move to a new home
in Northants), and Cyril Humphries and Eddie
Webster (both on grounds of age and personal
circumstance). All have given exemplary service.
In particular, we owe a special debt of gratitude
to Eddie, who can be said to have pioneered the
service. Over the years he and his wife have
responded to many swarm calls to the benefit of
members and the public. Above all, he helped set
up our successful system of members supplying
us with prepared boxes for receipt of captured
swarms, which they can remove at dusk from the
swarm site. The other change is a personal one.
In my Report to last year’s AGM I gave notice to
resign this year as Swarm Coordinator. That
notice stands, but I remain willing to help my
successor, and to continue as a collector for the
Reigate area.  However, I have not yet found a
successor as Swarm Coordinator.  This post is
therefore now vacant.  So too is that of Collector
for the Banstead area.  From my own experience
I can vouch that this work is enjoyable and has
brought many benefits, not least via donations
(again see Treasurer’s Report).

Richard Woodhouse Oct 2015
 (with thanks to Simon Ford for his help with the graph)

Abinger  . . . . . Paul Cleaver
Banstead . . Cyril Humphries
Buckland  . . . . . Neil Vigers
Dorking . . . . David Allbeury
Fetcham . Richard Bradfield

& Neil Hallam
Horley . . . . . . Gerry James

Leatherhead . Graham Fyson
Newdigate . . . Alec Bourhill
Redhill   . . . . Eddie Webster

(1st part) & Vince Gallo
Reigate Richard Woodhouse
Westcott . . . . . . Alan O'Hea
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 Honey Recipes

Now that the honey shows are over we offer in
the next editions of  a few tips to consider
for next time that may help you secure that first
prize, or improve your entries even more.
Here are some fudge making tips gleaned from
several web sites.

● Select a heavy bottom saucepan with straight
sides. To protect against boil overs, be sure
to select a saucepan that holds at least three
times the volume of ingredients.

● For safety, use a long-handled wooden spoon
that will not heat up during the prolonged
cooking period.

● Use good quality butter. Margarine contains
more water and can prevent the fudge from
setting properly. Also, be sure to follow the
recipe, as too much butter can cause a
problem with the fudge setting properly.

● Have all the ingredients measured out in
measuring cups or small bowls before starting
to cook. Once the fudge starts to cook,
stopping to find a measuring cup or
ingredient could ruin the batch.

● Once all the ingredients have been added
to the saucepan, it is very important to
stir the ingredients constantly to make sure
they dissolve completely and do not stick
to the pan before the mixture begins to
boil. Be sure to scrape the edges of the
pan with your wooden spoon to incorporate
all the sugar.

● Bring the mixture to the boiling stage over
medium to medium-high heat. Fudge making
is not a fast process.

● For creamy fudge, remove sugar crystals
from the pan once the mixture is above the
boiling level. To do this, wipe the sides of the
pan with a wet pastry brush, or use part of
the butter in the recipe to pre-grease the
saucepan, or the easiest way is to cover the
saucepan for one minute to allow steam to
wash down the crystals.

● Strict temperature control is crucial. Use a
candy thermometer to check the temperature
of the sugar mixture as it is boiling. The
temperature should reach at least 234°F
(112°C) but no higher than 238°F 114°C);
then it should be removed from the heat.

● If you do not have a candy thermometer, the
best method to determine the sugar mixture
is at the soft-ball stage is to drop a little of
the boiling syrup into a glass of cold water.
Remove a few of the drops of syrup and rub
between your thumb and forefinger. If it
forms a small ball that can be easily flattened
between your fingers, it is at the soft-ball
stage and should be removed from the heat.
If the drops dissolve or just form threads
between your fingers, the sugar syrup has
not reached a soft-ball stage and needs
additional boiling. If the drops form a firm
ball that resists flattening or hard ball, the
syrup has boiled too long.

● Once the fudge mixture reaches either a full
rolling boil or the soft ball stage 240°F
(115°C), do not stir it or even shake the
saucepan. Continue to boil the mixture for
the time indicated in the recipe, then remove
the saucepan from the heat and allow the
mixture to cool to about 110°F (43°C). Do
not stir the mixture vigorously when it is at
soft ball stage.

● Let the fudge cool to 110°F (43°C) before
beating, otherwise it may become grainy.
After the fudge cools undisturbed to 110°F
(43°C), it is ready for continuous, vigorous
beating. Continue beating till the fudge
becomes very thick.

● Use a sharp knife to mark the fudge into
squares before it has completely set. This
means pressing the knife partly but not
completely through the fudge. It will then be
very easy to break up the fudge into squares
when it has cooled.

courtesy of Somerton BKA

 Honey Recipes

Making Fudge
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 Education News

Now that all of our colonies are tucked up for the
Winter, I want to finish the year with a very big
thank you to all of the members who have
contributed to RBKA’s Education Programme this
year.

The list is simply far too long to mention
everyone individually by name and I would hate
to try to do so, for fear of omitting anyone. The
hive mentors have coped superbly with the
reduced number of other mentors and still large
numbers of Beginners and Basics. Thanks to
everyone who gave talks at Henfold on aspects
of beekeeping. A stand out for me was an
anaphylactic Colin Clement rolling around the
floor acting up for Suzi Stevens in her First Aid
session. Thanks to Bob Maurer and Celia Perry
for another excellent Mock Basic that gave all
those who attended a huge increase in
confidence and highlighted what they needed to
revise. Thanks also to Celia for arranging a
second session of Basics; and to Bob & Celia for
attending on the days to help set up the sessions
and pack things away again. We had a record
number of candidates for the Basic from any
association in Surrey.

Another huge thank you to the Henfold apiary
managers and to Richard Stuart. We were
better prepared for the start of the year than
ever before; thanks in no small measure to Neil
Hallam and his winter team. My role is
absolutely ‘full on’ during the active season and
having such a stellar apiary crew made it all so
much easier than it would have been otherwise.

All in all a fantastic year, thanks to all of the
members involved. We have an education
programme that is quite simply the best that I
am aware of in the country. I have been asked
for a lot of advice and support from other
divisional Education Coordinators around the
country over the last few years. To crown my
year, I have been asked for permission to include
a quote from me in: ‘The Honeybee
Illustrated’ the new BeeCraft anatomy
drawings resource being launched at the National
Honey Show. I gave feedback during the summer
to the BeeCraft team & made a lot of suggestions
for future articles.
Now for the bad news. I have started two new
part-time jobs, making three in total, plus two
consulting roles this Autumn. Along with family
commitments this makes my continuing as
RBKA’s Education Coordinator impossible. I am
travelling around the country quite a bit and

working in London even more than before. I
simply can’t get to Henfold enough to make it
tenable to continue in this role. Therefore, I am
standing down at the AGM. I am planning to
carry on with the Grants & Fundraising (which I
can do ‘on the hoof’) and with the Club Extraction
(not something I can do remotely, but which only
takes a couple of weeks to organise and
complete).

The Education Coordinator role is a great one
that I have thoroughly enjoyed. I have no
hesitation in recommending it to anyone. It’s
very rewarding and is at the very heart of RBKA’s
charitable purposes. The resources I’ve written
will still be available to anyone taking over. My
Basic Study Notes will remain on the Members
website. If requested, I will be happy to assist
anyone taking on the role.

So finally, a heartfelt thank you to all those who
have contributed to RBKA’s education
programme this year.

Andrew Cornwall
Education Coordinator

Education Coordinator’s 2015 AGM Report

Surrey Beekeepers’
Association

Saturday 23rd January 10 till 4pm
Venue: Walton-on-Thames

(Full details will be sent with the confirmation
of the booking. Click here for flyer)

Preparing Honey and Wax
It doesn’t matter whether you give to friends,
sell it, or enter your local honey show, we all
want to be sure our honey and wax looks its

best. These talks will be of interest to all
beekeepers, but of particular value to anyone

planning to take Module 2�

Topics
● Preparing honey for sale or show.

   Tom Salter
● Wax processing.

  Andy Willis
● Marketing your hive Products.

  Christine Stevens

£15 SBKA members
£17 for non-members
Includes a light lunch

To reserve a place email:
rickwoodsbka@gmail.com

mailto:rickwoodsbka@gmail.com
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  Horticultural News

A Plant that could save France’s Bees from the ‘Hornet from Hell’

A chance discovery has revealed a carnivorous
flower that eats huge insects and may be a
weapon to reduce the impact on honey bees of
Asian hornets.

These hornets arrived in France from China in
a pottery shipment in 2004. They have
decimated France’s bee population, reduced
honey production, and reportedly killed six
people. Their sting is said to feel like a hot nail
being driven into your flesh !!

Now a chance discovery by a French botanist
that the North American Sarracenia plant ‘eats’
Asian hornets suggests that pheromones from
the plant could be used to develop a
commercial Asian hornet trap, and that the
plant itself may provide protection to bee hives.

When French botanist Romaric Perrocheau
opened the stem of a Sarracenia plant he was
astonished to find it was full of dead hornets.
Further examination showed the Asian hornet
to be a popular meal among the pitcher plants
in the Nantes botanical gardens. However,
bees, wasps and European hornets were not
trapped by the plant.

Mr Perrocheau concluded that the plant is a
‘highly selective trap’ for the Asian hornet,
which is smaller but far more aggressive than
its cousin. A single plant has up to fifteen
hornet-trapping pitcher flowers and is capable
of devouring up to fifty hornets.

It is thought the insect is attracted to the
Sarracenia by its nectar and the pheromone
chemicals it releases. Once there, it topples into
the trumpet-shaped flower, where it is digested
by the plant’s juices.

Learning more about exactly how the plant
lures the hornet to its death could lead to a
chemical-based trap being developed. Until
then, Mr Perrocheau advises beekeepers to
plant Sarracenia around their hives. He said
“they are easy to cultivate and there is no risk
they will spread uncontrollably”.

courtesy of Hertfordshire BKA

The  Asian  hornet has spread  rapidly
across France and other parts of mainland Europe,
and there are fears that its arrival here is only a
matter of time.

There are 118 sentinel apiaries around the country
and all are on high alert for the invading hornets
(and other unwelcome visitors).

The BBKA issues the following advice:
‘If you think you have seen one take a photo and
email it with details of where you saw it and your
contact  information to the Non Native Species
Secretariat. For more information go to their
website www.nonnativespecies.org.

Photos source - Getty Images

http://www.nonnativespecies.org
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Go to FRONT PAGE for HEADLINE NEWS, APIARY TASKS, FEATURED ANNOUNCEMENTS and NEXT
BIG EVENT items. Visit the NOTICE BOARD for all the latest general information and to the
KNOWLEDGE BASE for beekeeping skills information. To see Who’s Who, look under the
MEMBERSHIP tab, and ALL the available Diary Dates are under the EVENTS menu tab, plus more !website

  Website News

Editors and Webmaster’s 2015 AGM Report
Newsletter
The November 2015 edition of will be the
48th in its re-launched format that Graham
Pooley and I have produced.
Together, we  have continued to attempt to
provide a balance each month of interesting new,
topical and relevant articles (Graham’s forte),
with notices, Divisional and Association
announcements, social news and reports (my
obsession). Hopefully delivering a useful and
interesting edition each month. No complaints
received during the year, so we assume it’s OK.
During the year we did slightly modify the
appearance of the publication by removing the
solid bar footer to each page which was perhaps
unnecessarily intrusive when scrolling through the
pages on-screen, and saves ink when printing.
One other ‘innovation’ was the publication and
circulation of a Bulletin mid-way through
September. This was to urgently promote events
needing responses before the next scheduled

. Our preference would have been to rely
upon appeals posted on the Members website,
but more on that later in this report.

Websites
Custodial domain ownership of the both the
Members and the Public websites transferred
smoothly from Jack Chapman to myself by the
start of 2015. Since then I have had full powers
to access and potentially screw up all areas of the
two sites. Fortunately and gratefully, I continue
to be supported in my efforts not to do so by both
Jack and Graham.

Public Website
As RBKA’s Shop Window, this site aims to provide
the public with information about who we are and
what we do, advice dealing with honey bee
swarms and promoting our Courses, Auctions,
Honey Show, and presence at local fairs and
shows.
It has been particularly effective in generating
applications for our Beginners Course and Taster
Day for Gill Simpson to process. It also provides
a modest but steady stream of Out-Apiary Offers
for Maggie Minter to vet and be posted on the
Members website.

Total views of pages and posts for Nov 2014 - Oct
2015 has been 15527. Less than last year’s 20k,
but the same as the previous year. This may be
attributed to the 2014 spike in Tree Bumblebee
activity that generated significant interest in our
Swarm advice pages at the time.

‘Facebook Pages’
Reigate Beekeepers (public) Community and
(members only) Group facebook pages do exist!
The former managed by Celia Perry and the later
by me. Neither are buzzing with activity, but if
you would like to help build them, do contact us.

Members Website
The Members site has two principle roles.
● A single convenient point of reference for RBKA

beekeeping practices, advice, education and
historic records and reports etc. Most of which
may be considered as ‘static content’.

●

● Providing timely information about current
events, notices and urgent announcements -
without the need to wait for the next edition of
BeeNews or to have to email all members ahead
of that next edition. The challenge here is that
it takes two to tango.

The site requires no password or authorised user
access, relying simply on the confidentiality of the
domain name being maintained by members. Site
data suggests this is working, with visits of
between 200 and 250 per month corresponding
to membership numbers. However, most of those
visits are made during the first 3 days of each
month. The site statistics are not able to indicate
how many individual members are going on to
visit the site more than once a month.
Whilst a few might, it is not expected that all
Members would routinely visit the website to see
if there might be a new post to read.
Instead I urge all members to allow the website
itself to tell them when and what new content is
posted, by simply opting to Follow the website.
There are currently just 26 Followers.
Meanwhile, offers of content to be considered for
inclusion in either  or Website articles
during 2015/2016 will be very welcome.

Richard Bradfield Webmaster & Co-Editor

http://rbkbblog.com/
http://rbkbblog.com/category/notice-board/
http://rbkbblog.com/knowledge-base/index/
http://rbkbblog.com/membership/whos-who/
http://rbkbblog.com/diary-dates/
http://reigatebeekeepers.org.uk/

