
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
WEDNESDAY 12th NOVEMBER 2014 

 
1. The President, Malcolm Broatch, welcomed everyone attending and was very pleased to see such a full 

house. 
 

2. Apologies for Absence 
Gill Simpson, Maggie Minter 

 
3. Minutes of the AGM 13th November 2013 

Copies had been circulated and were agreed. These were proposed by Bob Maurer and seconded by Eddie 
Webster.  As the Secretary, Gill Simpson, was not at the meeting the minutes were not signed but Malcolm 
Broatch would be asked to sign these at a later date. 
 

4. Minutes of the EGM of 3rd September2014 
Copies had been circulated and were agreed. These were proposed by Andrew Cornwall and seconded by 
Eddie Webster.  Again, these were not signed but Malcolm Broatch would be asked to sign these at a later 
date. 
 

5. Matters arising from the minutes 
The President stated that as all matters in the 2013 minutes are covered in the Agenda to this meeting any 
matters arising would be dealt with as the meeting proceeds. 
 

6. Chairman’s Report 
Paul Cleaver presented his report which had been circulated in advance.  He acknowledged that the RBKA 
had a very busy and successful year.  The Honey show had been a fantastic success; there had been a record 
auction; there had been great progress on the development at Henfold Copse; there had been record 
numbers of members attending summer and winter meetings; and there had been a good honey crop.  He 
said that we are looking forward to a very good year ahead, in particular the Auction which will take place on 
11th April and which has gone from strength to strength each year.  It will be organised by Malcolm Fry. 
Members should bear in mind that items must be handed in by February and that all items presented must 
be clean. He reminded everyone that all live bees for sale will be health checked before being sold.   His 
report was proposed by Richard Woodhouse, seconded by Andrew Cornwall and passed unanimously by the 
members. 
 

7. Treasurer’s Report 
Andrew Buchanan presented and read his report (attached). It was proposed by Malcolm Broach, seconded 
by Bob Maurer and passed unanimously by the members. 

 
8. Other Officer’s reports 

Annual reports from the Webmaster Managers, Programme Secretary, Show Secretary, Swarm Co-ordinator 
and Library Secretary had been circulated by email prior to the meeting. There were no questions from 
members on these reports and the Chairman thanked the officers for the work they had done during the 
year and for producing well presented reports. 



 
All the reports presented at the meeting are available to read on the Members’ website. 

 
9. Election of Officers 

Introduced by the President – Mr Malcolm Broatch. 
Chairman – Mr Andrew Buchanan:  Proposed – Bob Maurer, Seconded – Eddie Webster 
Vice-Chairman – Mr Paul Cleaver: Proposed – Adam Leitch, Seconded – Andrew Cornwall 
Hon. Secretary – Mrs Gill Simpson: Proposed – Alan Berridge, Seconded - Sue Hickson 
Hon. Treasurer – Mr Vince Gallo:  Proposed – Richard Woodhouse, Seconded – Richard Bradfield.  Passed 
unanimously by members. 
Hon. Auditor – Mr Derek Cotton: Proposed - Eddie Webster, Seconded – Paul Cleaver.  Passed unanimously 
by members. 
Committee Members – Mr Mike Hill, Ms Celia Perry, Mr Bob Maurer, Ms Maggie Minter, Mr Jack Chapman, 
Mr Richard Stuart, all existing committee members and Mr Andrew Cornwall and Mr Richard Bradfield who 
had previously been co-opted, were all Proposed en block by Andrew Boagey, Seconded – Eddie Webster. 
Representative to Surrey BKA – Ms Celia Perry: Proposed – Alan Berridge, Seconded – Andrew Cornwall 
Representative to Surrey Show Committee – Mr Bob Maurer: Proposed - Celia Perry, Seconded – Andrew 
Boagey. 

 
10. Nomination of Trustee to Surrey BKA  

Mr Andrew Buchanan: Proposed – Eddie Webster, Seconded – Cyril Humphries 
 

11. Presentation of awards from the Honey Show and Exam Certificates  
Blue Ribbon (Best in Show) – Hilary Chapman (not present) 
Novice Skep – Matthew Bigwood 
Tanner Cup (Best in Class 1 and 2) – Geoff Blay 
Locket Bowl (A Group of Products) – Andrew Boagey  
Reigate Cup (Most Points in Show) – Andrew Boagey 
Geoff Lewis Plate (Honey Cake) – Richard Bradfield 
Redhill Cup (Mead) – Richard Danpure (not present) 
JMB Cup (Cut Comb) – Andrew Boagey 
Bramshaw Cup (Comb for Extraction) – Bob Maurer 
Buchanan Cup (Most Junior Points) – Matthew Bigwood 
W-J Cup (Crystallised or Soft Set Honey) – Celia Perry 
 
Basic Certificate – Maggie Bourne, Sarah MacDonald (not present), Roy Howard, Duncan King, Dreen Legg 
Module 1 Honeybee Management – Tim Walford 
Module 2 Honeybee Products & Forage – Alan Berridge, Paul Cleaver 
Module 3 Pests & Diseases – Paul Cleaver  
Module 7 Selection & Breeding of Honeybees – Alan Berridge 
Intermediate Certificate – Alan Berridge 
General Husbandry & Badge 2 – Celia Perry 
Microscopy Certificate – Adam Leitch, Celia Perry 

 
12. Any other business 

 

 The Chairman (PC) announced that the Committee has decided to make Bob Maurer Vice-President of 
RBKA joining Mike Hill who is also a Vice-President of the Association.   This is an honorary position 
bestowed in recognition of an outstanding contribution to the RBKA over a number of years.  This 
announcement was welcomed by the members. 

 PC complimented the members on the very high standard of entries into the RBKA Honey Show.  He 
encouraged members to consider entering the National Show in future, where entries can go into the 
National classes or Surrey classes.  He commented that many RBKA members had a good chance of 
success. 

 PC informed the members that at the next monthly meeting the speaker would be Chris Park on ‘Some 
Heritage of Honey: Mead, Magic and Medicine’.  A raffle will be held in aid of Bees Abroad.  He asked 
members to bring raffle prizes.  



 PC was sorry that Jacqui Essen had been unable to attend tonight as she is on holiday.  It had been his 
intention to offer her a vote of thanks from the Association for all the hard work she had done as 
Secretary before she moved out of the area.  He hopes she will be able to come to a future event. 

 Andrew Buchanan (AB) proposed a vote of thanks to Paul Cleaver for all his hard work as Chairman, 
mentioning particularly his skills during Board Meetings and his influence in the acquisition of Henfold 
Copse.  This was heartily endorsed by the members with a round of applause.  

 AB reported that the amount showing in the 2013 accounts as donated is £1611.14.  He thanks those 
who had made those donations.  This current year there have already been donations of £1000 from 
members, thanks are due to those members.  In addition, three anonymous members have donated a 
total of £31,000.  He reported that work to construct the foundations was progressing well, although 
muddy at present, they will be completed in the next week or two.  The accounts show that it will cost 
£45,000 to get the building to the next stage, with the funds already in hand, another £18,000 is 
required to get the edifice built.  Thereafter further funds will be required to furnish the building with 
internal walls, toilets, kitchen etc.  AB appealed to members to help with further funds and practical 
hands-on help as the project progresses.   

 Regarding the Library, Eddie Webster proposed that, to address the problem of missing and non-
returned books, a charge is made for borrowing.  The charge could be relative to the value of the books 
as some are worth up to £100.  Vince Gallo (Librarian) replied that he would be reluctant to introduce a 
charge for borrowing as the level of borrowing is already low and he didn’t want to discourage 
borrowing.  He could consider fines for late returns.  PC said the longer term aim was to have the books 
in the new building where perhaps a study space could be made available and then some of the more 
valuable and/or most used books could be kept there and not be taken away.  No decision was made 
regarding charging. 

 Tim Walford raised a question regarding the auction. He was aware that some people had brought items 
to the auction and sold them to others in the car park depriving the Association of the income.  Vince 
Gallo, who had been assisting on the auction day said that people who had been seen to be doing this 
had been asked to make a proportionate contribution to RBKA and had done so.  He did not think 
anyone had “got away with it”.  The committee is aware of the potential problem and will take 
appropriate steps at the next auction. 

 Richard Woodhouse reported that the Reigate Farmers’ Market has closed down, however, a pitch has 
been secured at the Farmers’ Market in Redhill on the second Friday of each month.  He is going to try it 
out and requested help from volunteers to man the stall.  The Chairman proposed a vote of thanks to 
Richard Woodhouse and his team for all the work they have done in raising funds by selling honey.  This 
was warmly endorsed by the members. 

 Celia Perry appealed for help with refreshments at the Surrey BKA AGM on the afternoon of 6th 
December at Mickleham Village Hall. 

 The raffle run at the Honey Show for a skep was drawn – the winner was Richard Patteson-Knight who 
was in the room.  

 
 

13. Date of next AGM – Wednesday 11th November 2015. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
____________________________________________________ 
Signed – Malcolm Broatch, President 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________ 
Date 


