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Now that all of our colonies are tucked up for the Winter, I want to finish the year 
with a very big thank you to all of the members who have contributed to RBKA’s 
Education Programme this year.  
 

The list is simply far too long to mention everyone individually by name and I would 
hate to try to do so, for fear of omitting anyone. The hive mentors have coped 
superbly with the reduced number of other mentors and still large numbers of 
Beginners and Basics. Thanks to everyone who gave talks at Henfold on aspects of 
beekeeping. A stand out for me was an anaphylactic Colin Clement rolling around 
the floor acting up for Suzi Stevens in her First Aid session. Thanks to Bob Maurer 
and Celia Perry for another excellent Mock Basic that gave all those who attended a 
huge increase in confidence and highlighted what they needed to revise. Thanks also 
to Celia for arranging a second session of Basics; and to Bob & Celia for attending on 
the days to help set up the sessions and pack things away again. We had a record 
number of candidates for the Basic from any association in Surrey.  
 

Another huge thank you to the Henfold apiary managers and to Richard Stuart. We 
were better prepared for the start of the year than ever before; thanks in no small 
measure to Neil Hallam and his winter team. My role is absolutely ‘full on’ during 
the active season and having such a stellar apiary crew made it all so much easier 
than it would have been otherwise.  
 

All in all a fantastic year, thanks to all of the members involved. We have an 
education programme that is quite simply the best that I am aware of in the 
country. I have been asked for a lot of advice and support from other divisional 
Education Coordinators around the country over the last few years. To crown my 
year, I have been asked for permission to include a quote from me in: ‘The 
Honeybee Illustrated’ the new BeeCraft anatomy drawings resource being 
launched at the National Honey Show. I gave feedback during the summer to the 
BeeCraft team & made a lot of suggestions for future articles.  
 

Now for the bad news. I have started two new part-time jobs, making three in total, 
plus two consulting roles this Autumn. Along with family commitments this makes 
my continuing as RBKA’s Education Coordinator impossible. I am travelling around 
the country quite a bit and working in London even more than before. I simply can’t 
get to Henfold enough to make it tenable to continue in this role. Therefore, I am 
standing down at the AGM. I am planning to carry on with the Grants & Fundraising 
(which I can do ‘on the hoof’) and with the Club Extraction (not something I can do 
remotely, but which only takes a couple of weeks to organise and complete).  
 

The Education Coordinator role is a great one that I have thoroughly enjoyed. I 
have no hesitation in recommending it to anyone. It’s very rewarding and is at the 
very heart of RBKA’s charitable purposes. The resources I’ve written will still be 
available to anyone taking over. My Basic Study Notes will remain on the Members 
website. If requested, I will be happy to assist anyone taking on the role.  
 

So finally, a heartfelt thank you to all those who have contributed to RBKA’s 
education programme this year.  

Andrew Cornwall 
Education Coordinator 


