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Newsletter 
 

The November 2015 edition of BeeNews will be the 48
th 

in its re-launched format that 

Graham Pooley and I have produced. 
 

Together, we  have continued to attempt to provide a balance each month of 
interesting new, topical and relevant articles (Graham’s forte), with notices, 
Divisional and Association announcements, social news and reports (my obsession). 
Hopefully delivering a useful and interesting edition each month. No complaints 
received during the year, so we assume it’s OK. 

  

During the year we did slightly modify the appearance of the publication by 
removing the solid bar footer to each page which was perhaps unnecessarily 
intrusive when scrolling through the pages on-screen, and saves ink when printing.  

  

One other ‘innovation’ was the publication and  circulation of a BeeNews Bulletin mid-

way through September. This was to urgently promote events needing responses 
before the next scheduled BeeNews. Our preference would have been to rely upon 

appeals posted on the Members website, but more on that later in this report.  

 

 
 

Websites 
 

Custodial domain ownership of the both the Members and the Public websites 
transferred smoothly from Jack Chapman to myself by the start of 2015. Since then 
I have had full powers to access and potentially screw up all areas of the two sites. 
Fortunately and gratefully, I continue to be supported in my efforts not to do so by 
both Jack and Graham. 

 

Public Website 

 

As RBKA’s Shop Window, this site aims to provide the public with information about 
who we are and what we do, advice dealing with honey bee swarms and promoting 
our Courses, Auctions, Honey Show, and presence at local fairs and shows. 

  

It has been particularly effective in generating applications for our Beginners Course 
and Taster Day for Gill Simpson to process. It also provides a modest but steady 
stream of Out-Apiary Offers for Maggie Minter to vet and be posted on the 
Members website.    
 

Total views of pages and posts for Nov 2014 - Oct 2015 has been 15527. Less than 
last year’s 20k, but the same as the previous year. This may be attributed to the 
2014 spike in Tree Bumblebee activity that generated significant interest in our 
Swarm advice pages at the time. 
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‘Facebook Pages’ 
 

Reigate Beekeepers (public) Community and (members only) Group facebook 
pages do exist! The former managed by Celia Perry and the later by me. Neither 
are buzzing with activity, but if you would like to help build them, do contact us.  
 

Members Website 
 

The Members site has two principle roles. 
 

● A single convenient point of reference for RBKA beekeeping practices, advice, 
education and historic records and reports etc. Most of which may be considered 
as ‘static content’.  

●  

● Providing timely information about current events, notices and urgent 
announcements - without the need to wait for the next edition of BeeNews or to 
have to email all members ahead of that next edition. The challenge here is that it 
takes two to tango.  

 

The site requires no password or authorised user access, relying simply on the 
confidentiality of the domain name being maintained by members. Site data 
suggests this is working, with visits of between 200 and 250 per month 
corresponding to membership numbers. However, most of those visits are made 
during the first 3 days of each month. The site statistics are not able to indicate how 
many individual members are going on to visit the site more than once a month. 
 

Whilst a few might, it is not expected that all Members would routinely visit the 
website to see if there might be a new post to read.  
 

Instead I urge all members to allow the website itself to tell them when and what 
new content is posted, by simply opting to Follow the website.  
There are currently just 26 Followers. 

  

Meanwhile, offers of content to be considered for inclusion in either BeeNews or 

Website articles during 2015/2016 will be very welcome. 

 

 
Richard Bradfield Webmaster & Co-Editor 


