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DIVISION OF THE SURREY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 

 

Chairman’s 2015 AGM Report 
 
The year 2014/2015 has been remarkable for the effort and achievements to which 
so many members have contributed. 
 

Our Annual Honey Show gave us a great start. Based on a theme of Beekeeping in 
Wartime, many exhibits were of great interest to the visiting public as 2014 was the 
centenary of the start of WW1. Also, with a record number of competition entries 
(192), a refreshments corner, a children’s corner, honey tasting and sales, mead 
tasting and a demonstration of skep making, our flagship event was a huge success. 
Grateful thanks to Maggie Minter who coordinated all the facets of the show, to 
Celia Perry, Richard Bradfield and Mike Hill and indeed all those members who 
gave time to set it all up and to help on the day. 
 

Neil Hallam, Apiary Manager at Henfold Copse organized a small team to carry out 
a set of procedures he had drawn up to help see our bees through the winter 
months. By regularly monitoring throughout the period, which was relatively mild, 
some 15 or so colonies were ready for the start of the Weekly Training Sessions 
during the summer. In addition, the team also cleaned and repaired used equipment 
left over from the 2014 summer !! Thanks to Neil and his Winter Team for all their 
hard work. Regrettably, Neil and his wife relocated to Northamptonshire in August, 
but happily Simon Ford (one of  Neil’s team) has agreed to organise the 
continuation of the Winter Team’s work. 
 

The monthly winter meetings were well organised by Paul Cleaver. Celia Perry 
gave a talk on ‘Preparing Entries For A Honey Show’ while visitors Chris Park and 
Michelle Emoult told us about Myths and Mythology Surrounding Bees and Making 
Honey and Wax Products respectively. Two other meetings, based on 10 minute 
presentations in a sort of round-robin format included subjects about Recognising 
and Dealing with an Anaphylactic Shock, Honey Tasting, Mead Making, and BBKA 
Exams . 
 

Our Beginners Course, hosted again by David Rudland, attracted 30 attendees many 
of whom became members of RBKA making a total of 224 members by the end of 
the year. 
 

The Summer season began with a Tidy Up Day at Henfold Copse. Many enthusiastic 
members arrived and set about carrying out all manner of tasks aimed at making 
the site a pleasure to visit.  Many hands made light work thanks to you all. 
Richard Woodhouse was already coordinating his Swarm Collection Team and was 
inundated by calls from the public for help to catch the unwelcome escapees. These 
continued right through the Summer so, despite the erratic weather, we experienced 
a proliferation of bees, higher than for some years passed.  Please refer to Richard’s 
excellent report. 
Well done and thank you to all the team for the time you gave seemingly at the drop 
of a hat most of the time. 
 

Early in April our Annual Auction was held to great effect. Paul Cleaver organised, 
Malcolm Fry was the Auctioneer while the back room boys were Vince Gallo and 
Andrew Cornwall. 
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Andrew Cornwall, who had devised the basis of a Training Programme in 2014, 
organised a curriculum to suit Beginner, Basic and Intermediate levels of training for 
the summer. In large measure, the number of exam qualifications gained this year is 
a reflection of the quality of Andrew’s programme allied to the support from 
members to mentor those at a lower level of qualification.  
 

In June, 21 members passed their BBKA Basic Exam, Andrew Cornwall passed 2 
BBKA Modules, Neil Hallam passed the BBKA General Husbandry Exam and Celia 
Perry passed the BBKA Advanced Husbandry Exam which qualifies her as a Master 
Beekeeper (we now have 3 Master Beekeepers in our Division). In addition, Adam 
Leitch was awarded the rare National Diploma of Beekeeping. A special mention for 
Jenny MacDonald who passed the BBKA Junior Basic Exam. Congratulations to you 
all, RBKA is very proud to have so many qualified beekeepers within our 
membership and our gratitude to Andrew for his work. 
 

While on the subject of the Weekly Sessions, I must mention Coral Lloyd and Sue 
Hickson who consistently provided the after session refreshments, including 
homemade biscuits. Thanks to you both. 
 

For the record, the average attendance to our Weekly Training Sessions, from 1st 
April to 26

th
 August was 59 ! 

 

The apiaries were managed by Neil Hallam and Simon Ford (Henfold Copse), Jack 

Chapman (Mickleham), Mike Hill (Beare Green), Malcolm Fry (Brockham) and 

Alec Bourhill (Buckland). Richard Stuart was our Quartermaster. Many thanks to 

you for the hard work and husbandry you have all provided. Our thanks are also due 

to Boxhill School, Martin and Louise Smith and Mr & Mrs Laurensen for allowing us to 

use their properties for our out-apiaries.  

Throughout the year many events both internal and external were undertaken. Bob 
Maurer organized 2 Bee Health Clinics and Vince Gallo started a group to make 
mead. For the public, Mike Hill organized 20 or so village shows at which he and 
other members manned an RBKA stall and an observation hive full of bees.  Several 
talks were given by a number of members to a variety of Societies and schools. 
Thanks to everyone who helped with these important opportunities to bring bees to 
the attention of the public and to sell our honey etc.  
 

Talking of honey, this year seems to have produced very patchy crops. RBKA’s 
harvest was well down on 2014 and our thanks again to Andrew Cornwall for 
extracting all the honey taken from RBKA’s hives. 
 

This year a ‘Harvest  Festival’ at the end of August was held again at the Six Bells 
Pub in Newdigate.  Entertainment included indoor skittles and judging from the 
laughter coming from the players, it was great fun. The refreshments were 
excellent. Indeed, at the end of most Summer Sessions a small band of happy 
beekeepers fell upon the Six Bells for refreshment and often very informative 
beekeeping discussions. Each evening was most enjoyable thanks to the attending 
members and our hosts. 
 

Perhaps, physically, the most apparent development was the change of appearance 
at Hernfold Copse.  
In October foundations were laid for the Education Facility (known locally as the 
Pavilion). Previously only a series of stakes and ribbons had indicated the position of 
the planned building and its dimensions. With the foundations in place appeals for 
funds from members to purchase the building were made.  
In November, four very generous members added substantial donations to those 
already received from other members. Sufficient funds to buy the building were now 
to hand and an EGM gave permission for the Committee to proceed with the next 
stage of the project.  
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By March the erection of the shell of the building and ground works were completed. 
By the end of April hot water and a toilet had been installed ! During the summer 
many members answered the call for help to paint the exterior of the Pavilion with a 
stain before David Allbeury covered it with 3 coats of fire resistant paint.   
Members donated yet more funds to enable purchase of items on a ‘Fitting-Out Wish 
List’ for the Pavilion. At our annual Bar-B-Q, when members were joined by 
beekeepers from other Divisions, our President Malcolm Broatch unveiled a 
magnificent skep in a ‘Topping Out’ ceremony. The skep was brilliantly fashioned out 
of copper tubing by Mike Lowe.  
Another team, including Vince Gallo, Geoff Blay, Phil Elwell and materials 
supplier Peter Moore, have been erecting interior walls and ceilings, laying flooring, 
installing a kitchen and all the electrical wiring.  
 

The Newsletter and the Websites, through the endeavours of Richard Bradfield 
and Graham Pooley, have kept members fully informed of developments on 
practically everything that has transpired during the year and Vince Gallo has 
catalogued the library of beekeeping related books. 
 

Mentioning members by name above does not in any way diminish the effort made 
by those whose names are not mentioned. I am most grateful to all members who 
volunteered their time to help with the myriad jobs needed to be done all through 
the year.   
Well done and an enormous thank you to everybody who responded to the calls 
and/or who made donations.  
 

There are, however, several areas with which the Committee needs help in order to 
maintain the standard of performance and the facilities offered by RBKA. It is 
essential that the work is shared across a larger team from the membership. Anyone 
who would like to become more involved with the running and management of 
RBKA, please contact a member of the Committee. 
 

It is with regret that, in addition to the departure of Neil Hallam, I have to report 
that we need a new Quartermaster (Richard Stuart and his wife have moved house 
to Hampshire). Andrew Cornwall has relinquished his role of Education Programme 
Coordinator and Celia Perry has stepped down from the Committee. Richard 
Woodhouse, after many years of organizing the Swarm Collection Team and the 
Reigate Market stall, has also decided to give someone else a go at it. The 
contribution of each of these stalwart members deserve our great appreciation. 
 

Finally, my thanks to all the Committee for the time, effort and support they have 
given which has contributed so much to the success and strength of Reigate 
Beekeepers. 
 

Andrew Buchanan  
21st October 2015 

 


