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Reigate Beekeepers
BeeNews August 2015

Photo opportunity of the Month

Comments about and contributions for publication in will be welcomed by the editors.
For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 25th of the preceding month.

Got an unusual, topical, or interesting bee related image that could be featured here?
 Please send it to the editors today!

Interesting and ‘Unusual’
This month we feature two

photographs of hives taken recently
by RBKA members.

On the  left a photograph taken by
Colin Clements  of an apidea, a
nuc and two hives at Henfold that
he aptly named the ‘Poly Village’.

And on the right a photo taken by
Richard Woodhouse at Priory

Farm, South Nutfield of what may be an unusual sight with the small amount of honey from
many hives this season, Malcolm Broatch and Geoff Blay inspecting what they aptly call

the ‘Priory Skyscraper’.

Dates for your Diary
Date Event / Description Venue / Contact

Aug, Sat 1st Adult Bee Health Clinic (10:00 - 14:00)
Bring samples of bees from your hives for Nosema checks.

Henfold Apiary
Bob Maurer

Aug,Wednesdays
5, 12, 19, 26

Summer Practical Meeting (18:30 - 20:00)
Regular evening  training sessions.

Henfold Apiary
Andrew Buchanan

Aug, Sat 8th Okewood Show (11:30 - 17:00)
Promoting RBKA and beekeeping, and selling honey.

Okewood Hill
Paul Cleaver

Aug, Sat 15th Capel Show (12:00 -16:00)
Promoting RBKA and beekeeping, and selling honey.

Capel
Robin Sparkes

Aug, Mon 24th BBKA Microscopy Exam Application Deadline
Application forms and fees to Celia by this date.

County Exam Sec.
Celia Perry

Aug, Wed 26th Honey Harvest Festival (20:00 - 23:00)
Nearly end of season social gathering, games and buffet.

Six Bells, Newdigate
Andrew Buchanan

Sep, Wed 2nd Last (?) Summer Practical Meeting (18:30 -20:00)
Final training sessions prepare hives for Winter.

Henfold Apiary
Andrew Buchanan

Sep, Sat 6th Norbury Saw Mill Open Day (10:00 -16:00)
Promoting RBKA and beekeeping, and selling honey.

Norbury Park
Richard Bradfield

Sep, Wed 9th 1st Winter Meeting (19:30 - 21:30)
Topic and Speaker to be advised.

Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

Sep, Wed 23rd BBKA November Module Exams Application Deadline
Application forms and fees to Celia by this date.

County Exam Sec.
Celia Perry

More dates? The Members website has the full year’s Diary Dates Click Here

http://rbkbblog.com/shows-fetes/
http://rbkbblog.com/shows-fetes/
http://rbkbblog.com/shows-fetes/
http://rbkbblog.com/shows-fetes/
http://rbkbblog.com/shows-fetes/
http://rbkbblog.com/shows-fetes/
http://rbkbblog.com/shows-fetes/
http://rbkbblog.com/events/diary-dates/
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Our website is updated much more regularly than this monthly
edition of , so click on Members Website for lots more

information and, all the latest news and activity updates.

Editorial

The theme for  this month is honey, and it should also be the theme of our beekeeping
month. August is the time when we see that the bees have completed capping most of their
winter stores and we are able to extract our honey harvest.

In some ways 2015 has been a variable season, and as we are writing this editorial the rain is
pouring down, so we can understand why some of our hives do not yet have too much honey
to harvest. But for some it has been a bumper season, as illustrated by the ‘Priory Skyscrapper’.
Once again in beekeeping when you ask a question of beekeepers you get different answers.

For Reigate Beekeepers however, there is no doubt - it has been a bumper season. Contributions
from so many of the club worker bees has produced a new golden hive - the Pavilion. Our
topping-out ceremony which was attended by a swarm of bee keeping dignitaries is reported
in this edition, as well as the opportunity to waggle dance at our Summer BBQ.

Many of our worker bees have also been learning new beekeeping skills as demonstrated by
the bumper harvest of qualification achievements, some of which are mentioned in this edition
of , and more still to be announced. And these are only some of our achievements.

So we have a lot to celebrate, and our ‘Honey Harvest Festival’ on Wednesday the 26th August
provides the opportunity. Please see page 3 for details and book your place. This is not the end
of the season because our Henfold weekly meetings will extend into at least some of September.

Just like our own bees the Henfold workers have been preparing for the Winter. And with one
of our key worker bees leaving the hive (see page 6) more workers will be required, so please
see page 4 and assist where you can to ensure Reigate Beekeepers’ continuing honey harvest.

Richard & Graham

Honey Harvest

http://rbkbblog.com
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  Events News

Summer BBQ & Topping-Out Ceremony Report by Richard Bradfield

Wednesday 26th August, at
The Six Bells, Newdigate, from 8:00 pm

Our ‘last Wednesday in August’ party has for some
years marked the end of weekly meetings and training
sessions at Henfold. This year, however, some sessions
may extend into and possibly to the end of September.
So rather than celebrating the end of the Summer
Seasons meetings, we will instead celebrate the

anticipated conclusion of the Harvesting and
Extraction of the years honey crop at least from
our own hives, if not from the Division’s hives.

Make a note in your diary NOW to join in the
celebrations with pub games, including indoor skittles,

and buffet snacks.
To book and pre-pay for your buffet meal at the pub (£10 per person), see or contact

Andrew Buchanan and/or see the website notice     (click here) for more details.

The sunny and warm evening of 11th July was enjoyed by fifty or so members, partners, friends
and special guests for our Summer BBQ at the Henfold Copse apiary. Once the charcoals were
nicely glowing and the gas grills fired up, the cooking was soon underway. Salad dishes aplenty
had been brought along providing a broad selection of accompaniments, as well as a splendid
range of desserts to follow that served to challenge the strongest of wills.

Our guests included Councillor Patsy Shillinglaw - Reigate & Banstead District Council and her
son Tom;  Tim Lovett - President of Surrey Beekeepers Association
and BBKA Director of Public Affairs; Sandra Rickwood - Secretary
of Surrey Beekeepers Association, Surrey BKA Trustee and
Weybridge BKA Teaching Apiary Manager; Martin Major - Weybridge
member, SBKA Council member and Surrey BKA Webmaster; Geoff
Cooper - Weybridge BKA Newsletter Editor; Marion Cooper -
Weybridge BKA Trustee and Education Coordinator; Rob Chisholm
- Rowtown Apiary Manager and Swarm Coordinator and his wife
Chris, both Weybridge BKA members.

With hungers satisfied, the evening’s formal proceedings were commenced by our Chairman,
Andrew Buchanan. Glasses, charged with Prosecco, were served to all present. And with SBKA
Chairman Bob Maurer looking on, Andrew said a few words about the magnificent new building
that now stood behind him. Then with everyone raising their glass, our President Malcolm
Broatch, unveiled the Topping-Out plaque … a splendid mounted sculpture in copper of a skep
made by RBKA Member Mike Lowe.

Many more pictures of the evening are on the website, click here.

http://wp.me/p2VGpI-4AQ
http://wp.me/p2VGpI-4Ak
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The National Honey Show
Another opportunity to enter
into County, National and
even International Honey
Show competition.

The NHS runs from
Thursday 29th to
Saturday 31st October
and also provides a broad
spectrum of excellent
lectures and workshops.

The Trade Hall (with free entry) also has many
of the major equipment suppliers represented,
providing an excellent opportunity to start to
get ready for the 2016 season.

And all on our very own doorstep in Addlestone.
For full details including Show Schedules.
Lecture Programmes and Booking details visit
the NHS website www.honeyshow.co.uk

Reigate Beekeepers Honey Show
Our Show is on Saturday 10th October.

The Honey Show Schedule with full details
of all Classes, rules and entry instructions is
circulated with the email notification of this

 edition and some printed copies will be
available at the Wednesday evening meetings.

The schedule is also now available to read on,
and download from, the Members website.

To register your entries, use the simple on-line
system also accessible via the members
website, or directly via this link:

http://tinyurl.com/ReigateHoneyShow2015

Budding microscopists can enter a new show
class for 2015:-

Class 22 Microscope Slide of Pollen Grains.
But hurry, entries for this class will need to be

submitted by the 9th September.

 Apiary News

Wednesday Evenings
Thank you very much to all the ‘Basics’ and
‘Beginners’ who volunteered for the Wednesday
evening sessions … Josie Cass, Eddie Farrow,
Gerry James, Stephen Otterburn, Jonathan
Sainsbury, Anna Slade and Janice
Whitehead.
On Wednesday 15th July, they scraped,
washed, rinsed and reconditioned all the
outstanding frames, followed by reassembling
them ready for re-use. Most of them are now
back on hives with new foundation. We are
planning one or two more sessions before we
pass the apiary over to the Henfold Winter
Team.

Henfold Winter Team
We are seeking volunteers willing to be put on
the Winter Team mailing list.  The Winter Team
meets at Henfold every few weeks at the
weekend during the winter. Come and see what
happens in the apiary in Winter and maybe get
some useful tips on managing your hives
through to spring.  Hive hefting, woodpecker
protection, mouse guards, feeding and varroa
treatments were some of the essential tasks
that last year’s Henfold Winter Team deployed
to bring the hives through winter ready for a
summer of educational beekeeping.

We will be meeting on Saturday or Sunday
mornings, depending on your availability and
the weather.  Don't worry - there is no
obligation.  All we want is your email address
so that we can tell you when we are next
meeting and you can then decide if you want
to come along.

Home Working

Finally, we know how hard it is for people to
leave work early to come to the early
Wednesday evening sessions and weekends are
always busy.  If you can’t spare the time to
come to the apiary but have time at home and
would still like to help out; we may also have
some opportunities of homework for keen
DIY’ers, assembling and refurbishing
equipment.  If you can help out, please see one
of us or send us an email.

Contacting Us

You can email us about any of the above
activities, or about any other Henfold Apiary
matter using the following address:

hamt3612@gmail.com
Sally, Karen and Simon,
Henfold Apiary Managers.

Henfold Winter Preparations  by the Henfold Apiary Mangers

http://honeyshow.co.uk
http://tinyurl.com/ReigateHoneyShow2015
mailto:hamt3612@gmail.com
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Members News

During June and July a number of our members
have been taking beekeeping assessments. To
those who sat the BBKA Basic Exam, we look
forward to learning of your success shortly as
all the results are not yet published.
Moving up the ladder:-
(1) Well done to Richard Ramsden for
achieving his Intermediate Theory Certificate.
(2) Many congratulations to Celia Perry who
has passed the BBKA Advanced Husbandry
Assessment, which now qualifies her as a
Master Beekeeper.
(3) At the very top of the ladder, Adam Leitch,
already a Master Beekeeper has been awarded
the National Diploma of Beekeeping. A rare
award for outstanding knowledge of the art of
beekeeping. It would have been understood if
Adam had given up beekeeping for good when
a few years ago he suffered a severe reaction
to a bee sting and withdrew for some time.
During a prolonged period he received
treatment designed to de-sensitise him and
happily, this year he has returned to his bees
and to mentoring many of our members. So
special congratulations to Adam for his
attainment of the highest rung of the ladder.
The above revelations are matters of great
pride to RBKA !

Some facts and perspectives:
● There have been fewer than 100 awards of

the National Diploma since it was founded.
● Currently there are about 20 NDB’s holders

in the UK.
● 2 NDB’s are members of Surrey Divisions,

with 1 now a member of RBKA.
● There are only about 50 Master Beekeepers

in the UK.
● 5 Master Beekeepers are members of Surrey

Divisions, 3 being members of RBKA.
● Celia Perry is the only lady Master Beekeeper

in Surrey.
● For the record, Bob Maurer is our other

Master beekeeper.
Now to August. This is the beginning of yet
another busy time for beekeepers. During the
course of the next few weeks hives will need to
be prepared for clearing and removal of supers.
Then if you are lucky the extraction of honey.

Andrew Cornwall and a small team will be
extracting RBKA’s rather small amount of honey
on Saturday 1st August in domestic premises.

After stealing the results of their efforts to
forage for nectar over miles and miles of
country during the summer months, it is
important and only fair that they should be fed
some syrup to replace their loss. A minimum
of 40 lbs of stores per colony should be the aim.

Then there is treatment to manage infestations
of varroa and the cleaning of used equipment
before storage over winter is important, as is
the tidying up of the ‘bee shed’.
On Wednesday 26th August, after the evening
session, our Honey Harvest Festival (Season
End Party) will be held at The Six Bells,
Newdigate from 8:00 pm, £10 per person for
fun and food (drinks excluded). The more there
the merrier.

For the past year Neil Hallam has been our
Apiary Manager at Henfold Copse, putting an
enormous amount of enthusiasm, time and
effort into the job, to the huge benefit of RBKA,
especially to those members who frequently
visit the Apiary. Setting up disciplines and
routines, mentoring Beginner Members during
summer months, and then with a small team
to help, preparing our colonies for the
2014/2015 winter. The health and weights of
the colonies were monitored and  recorded
every month with action taken accordingly. In
addition the back-log of used equipment was
cleaned ready for the next season. All achieved,
with his team in the space of twelve months!

I am sad to have to report that we will be
loosing Neil at the end of August when he and
his wife are moving to new pastures. However
Simon Ford, his wife Karen and Sally
Bennett , all of whom were part of Neil’s Winter
Team, will follow in his footsteps jointly to carry
on the excellent work.

Neil, we thank you, we will miss you, and wish
you and Sue every happiness in your new
home.

Andrew
01306 712773
07879 552582

andrewb38@btinternet.com

 It is with considerable pride that … by Andrew Buchanan

mailto:andrewb38@btinternet.com
mailto:andrewb38@btinternet.com
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We can all admire and be mightily proud of the magnificent achievements of two of our
members in reaching pinnacles of British Beekeeping qualifications.

Master Beekeeper Adam Leitch has passed all the composite parts of
the 2015 NDB Assessment programme to be awarded the prestigious

National Diploma in Beekeeping.
Known generally as ‘the NDB exam’, candidates undergo a number of
assessments of different formats during the year. It is not a modular
qualification and candidates are expected to be successful in all the

constituent parts in the year of their assessment.
The Diploma is the highest recognised UK beekeeping qualification.

Celia Perry, took and passed the Advanced Husbandry Assessment
during June.

Celia adds the BBKA Advanced Husbandry Certificate to her already
won Advanced Theory Certificate to become a Master Beekeeper,

joining Bob Maurer and Adam Leitch within Reigate alone, one of only
five Master Beekeepers in Surrey.

Celia is also the only female Master Beekeeper in Surrey. Read Celia’s
own telling of her ‘day of assessment’ on page 8 of this months .

Meanwhile, with only some of the results of the many BBKA Basic Assessments taken during
July known at present, full results will be announced in the September edition of .

 Double Congratulations

Questions & Answers

Question - What is the moisture content of honey ?

For ‘general’ honey, (ie excluding Heather
honey or honey intended for industrial use such
as ‘Bakers honey’, which are allowed higher
moisture contents of 23% and 25%
respectively), the statutory requirement is that
the moisture content should not exceed 20%.

The statutory document (updated June 2015)
that governs honey sales is the The Honey
Regulations - Schedule 1 refers to moisture
content. (Click here to read more about the
Regulations on the members website.)

The lower the moisture content the less chance
of fermentation and below 20% this unlikely.

Bees reduce the moisture content of their
stores to a level where they wont ferment
before capping them. This is why we tend to
only to extract capped honey, because then we
can be pretty sure the moisture content is
below 20% if it is capped.

What about uncapped honey ?

Many beekeepers conduct a simple test of
shaking unsealed frames over the super. If
liquid spills from the cells it is assumed that the
honey cannot be taken. Of course this is only

a rough guide, and the best method is to use
a refractometer to determine the moisture
content. Prices vary significantly and range up
to £300. They can be obtained from the usual
beekeeping equipment suppliers for around
£80. Lower cost alternatives are also available,
but you need to check they are suitable for
measuring the moisture content of honey.

Preferably they should come with a small glass
register  block and calibration oil. (However,
see the May 2013 edition of  for a simple
way to calibrate your refractometer using extra
virgin olive oil.)

Care should be taken with ‘set honey’ because
once the honey has crystallised the fluid
between the crystals is diluted by removal of
solids, and rises by some 4-6% in water
content. This brings the honey into the range
where fermentation can occur. It is therefore a
good idea to ensure that set honey is well below
the 20% mark, but by how much will depend
on the variety of honey. Different set honeys
have different crystal sizes and this will
determine the moisture content that is safe.

adapted from Somerton BKA

http://wp.me/p2VGpI-4Cu
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 Topical News

Special Delegates’ Meeting (SDM) 20th June 2015 - Commentary

There has long been concern expressed by
some Associations, and formally raised by
SBKA during 2014 as the ‘Surrey Proposition’,
that due to the offset between the start of the
BBKA’s financial year and the January date of
the Annual Delegates’ Meeting (ADM), the
BBKA’s annual budget is only being submitted
for ‘approval’ at an ADM, some four months
after already being in operation. A working
party had been tasked to develop
recommendations for the executive committee
to address the issue.
All this had culminated in two Propositions
being put to the SDM for consideration:

1 … That the date of the Annual
Delegates’ Meeting (ADM) be moved
from January to June each year – the
rationale being that more time would be
available to draft a budget for delegate approval
taking into account actual/audited data from the
previous year.

2  … That the budget presented to the
meeting for 2015 / 2016 be approved.

After lengthy discussion, Proposition 1 was
put to the vote and defeated.
An initial vote by delegates present was 16
‘for’, 33, ‘against’ and 3 abstentions.
At Bob Maurer’s request, a membership vote
was also taken, the result being 39% of the
membership, as represented by delegates
present, voting ‘for’, 57% voting ‘against’ and
4% abstaining.
Surrey, naturally, voted ‘for‘ the proposition.
The Proposition 2 was then withdrawn by
the Executive, due to Proposition 1 having
been defeated.

Following a request from the floor however, a
presentation on what would have otherwise
been the formal budget proposal for
2015/2016 was given by the Treasurer.
Questions were taken from delegates and a
robust discussion ensued.
The Chair of Finance regretted that the ‘June
ADM’ recommendation by the steering
committee set up to review budgeting
procedures / timetable had not been agreed to
by the SDM. He stated that he was now faced
with putting together a budget for 2016/2017
for approval by the January 2016 ADM, many
months before the 1st October start of that
financial year and with just a couple of months
of 2015/2016 ‘actuals’ to guide him.
It was minuted that the executive committee
had not completed the task set by the original
‘Surrey Proposition’.
In order to consider other ways to both achieve
its objective, and satisfy those voting against
Proposition 1, it was agreed that the working
party will be reconvened. The Chairman
welcomed input from the membership on this.

This commentary has been complied with
acknowledgement of and grateful thanks

for:
A report published in WBKA’s July

Newsletter ‘Special Delegates’ Meeting
(SDM) Report 20th June 2015’ by Douglas
Nethercleft - Warwickshire BKA Delegate.

Notes on the ‘BBKA SDM 20th June 2015’
provided by Bob Maurer - Surrey BKA

Delegate.

Education News

2016 Basic Assessment Syllabus

The latest version of the Basic Assessment Syllabus notes have been prepared by Andrew
Cornwall and are now available on the Members website.

In addition to expanding his introduction section, following discussions with various legal
experts in the beekeeping world, Andrew has written and included whole new sections on:

Extraction / Bottling / Labelling / Sale of Honey

This ‘2016 edition’ replaces the 2015 version - to read the notes click here.

http://rbkbblog.com/education/
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New Beekeeping Experiences

Taking the Advanced Husbandry Assessment by Celia Perry

There are three practical BBKA exams you can
take (four if you include the microscopy exam),
as well as seven written exams.

Some of you will know that I took the Advanced
Husbandry Assessment in June this year.

For this practical exam you have to go up to
BBKA HQ at Stoneleigh Park in Warwickshire,
where you do various tasks using the apiary
there and are questioned by many of the
‘names’ in beekeeping.

There are five sections to the exam and it takes
all day to do them all. It was slightly off-putting
to turn up to the entrance to Stoneleigh Park
to find signs for a conference of Funeral
Directors which was being held there that day!

The first thing I had to do were a number of
manipulation tasks. There are two assessors
for each section of the exam and to start the
manipulation section, one assessor read out the
tasks I was required to do in the apiary.

I had to carry out a disease inspection, mark
the queen if found (and if not, mark a drone),
and do a method of swarm control, all on the
same hive. You have to listen carefully to all
parts of the task as you have to take with you
to the allocated hive all the equipment you will
need. It is no good spotting the queen only to
find you left the marker pen back in the bee
shed. The assessors don’t take very kindly to
being asked to go and fetch what you forgot.

Whilst you sweltered in the south, it rained all
day in Warwickshire. The newspaper the
assessors had provided to use to light the
smoker was floating in water and was not just
damp but sopping – so that was the first hurdle.
The second was ripping gloves when trying to
force them on to wet hands. Once I had
overcome those obstacles it got a bit better.
Although I didn’t find the queen and the method
of swarm control I used didn’t go as well as it
might.

After that section, the next was to present a
mini lecture, which had to last between 10-12
minutes. You are given a choice of two subjects
6 weeks before the assessment; neither of the
topics I was given was particularly thrilling and
I chose ‘The regulations for handling packing

and selling honey’. At least I made the audience
laugh a couple of times, which can’t be bad
considering the rather dry subject matter.

After that, my next task was queen rearing.
This involved going back out into the rain to
select a frame of larvae from a hive, then
grafting young larva from that frame into some
plastic queen cups and then answering
questions about queen rearing, how to stock
an apidea, and what to do with any queens
raised.

Then finally onto the viva (oral) section where
I spent forty minutes answering questions on
any aspect of the syllabus the assessor cared
to throw at me.

It doesn’t sound much when written down like
this, but all five candidates on the day were
kept busy for all of the day. And the assessors
were even busier.

I said at the beginning that there are five
sections to the exam, if you have been adding
things up as we have gone along you will have
realised I have only described four. The fifth
section is  microscopy, however if you had
already taken and passed the microscopy exam
(which I did in November 2013), you are
exempt from this section of the day tasks. The
separate microscopy exam itself lasts a full day,
and is a lot more detailed.

I must say that I was glad I didn’t have to do
this fifth section.

As I  left – it had finally stopped raining and I
drove home South into the sun.

So did I pass? - well I am pleased and
somewhat relieved to be able to say that nearly
three weeks after the assessment I received
my letter from BBKA telling me that I had
passed all four sections and so now hold the
Advanced Husbandry certificate in Beekeeping.

Celia

Well done Celia. And as reported elsewhere in
 this month, adding this latest

qualification to previous qualifications means
that Celia now holds the extremely significant

title of Celia Perry - Master Beekeeper.
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As we approach the time of our main honey
extraction  it is useful to consider if you will
subsequently need a honey warming device for
your bottling.

Remember that you need to warm the honey
container gently without raising the HMF
(hydroxymethylfurfuraldehyde) level too much.
It is important to understand the relationship
of both heating time and temperature for
various requirements.

Click this link to read a new post on the
members website which provides an

‘Essential Guide to Honey Temperatures’.

There are various types of warming cabinets,
including DIY versions using light bulbs and
converted old fridges. We featured one of these
in February 2012 edition of .

The following design uses a proprietary Ecostat
heating system from Thornes, which offers very
good temperature control. (Similar controllers
may be available at significantly lower cost
from such as eBay.)

The cabinet box of dimensions to suit your bulk
storage or other containers, is made of 10 mm
ply wood. L-shaped brackets were added at the
bottom and corners to give additional strength,
and wooden strips as feet underneath.

Insulation is achieved by lining with 50 mm
polystyrene. It has a simple lift off lid with
handle, and handles at each end for moving.

At the bottom of the cabinet above the base
insulation is an internal slatted wooden floor

that the items being warmed sit on, and the
heating equipment is suspended from.

The thermostat controller is built into the mains
power lead plug. This is a bulky unit to have
dangling about when moving or storing the box,
so fixing a blank socket at one end provides a
place to store this when it is not in use.

Inside the cabinet showing the polystyrene
insulation, and the heating cable beneath the

slatted floor.

Typical costs of the cabinet are :-

● 300 W ‘Ecostat’ system (Thornes) - £83
● 10 mm plywood - £35
● 50 mm Polystyrene - £15
● Slatted floor (40x15 mm roof batten) - £5
● Handles, brackets, screws, electrical socket

and varnish - £25
● Thermometer - £5

adapted from a design article by Bath beekeeper,
Phillip Brown

DIY Suggestion
Making your own is

fun and saves money

  DIY Suggestions & Tips

How to Melt Honey

Photos source - Bob Needs

http://wp.me/p2VGpI-4Cs
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Go to FRONT PAGE for HEADLINE NEWS, APIARY TASKS, FEATURED ANNOUNCEMENTS and NEXT
BIG EVENT items. Visit the NOTICE BOARD for all the latest general information and to the
KNOWLEDGE BASE for beekeeping skills information. To see Who’s Who, look under the
MEMBERSHIP tab, and ALL the available Diary Dates are under the EVENTS menu tab, plus more !website

  Website News

All New Items on the Members Website
The Members website is regularly updated and added too. If you have not visited the site and
browsed since the last  was published, these are some items that may be new to you.

Catch-up now … click on the items to view in full.

The Honey Show Schedule for Reigate
Beekeepers 2015 ‘Pollen’ themed Honey
Show on Saturday the 10th October, is
now available and Registration of Show
Entries is NOW OPEN.

The 2015 Honey Show Schedule includes the Rules for
the Classes, Competition Cake & Biscuit Recipes and
Entry Labelling instructions. Click the pdf icon ….

 RBKA Honey Show Reg. Now Open August in Your Apiary
The party’s over! In most areas the
summer nectar flow was finished by
the 3rd week of July. The bees are
enjoying a little respite from their

frantic summer activity but, for beekeepers, August
is one of the busiest months of the year!
So, no apologies for a rather longer than usual “This
Month in Your Apiary”!

In August the main activity is
harvesting of honey – if you are
lucky enough to have sufficient
to extract, filter and store.
Some beekeepers suggest no

honey is removed until one week after the flow has
ceased; this allows the bees to settle down and
become less aggressive.

August Tips Checklist Extraction 2015
Extraction of honey from the club’s
supers was planned to be undertaken
on Saturday 1st August, and provide
the opportunity for an extraction
training day; but unfortunately due to

the low amount of honey available to harvest
from the club apiaries this event has now been
cancelled.(Bee Health Clinic will now be held at Henfold.)

When you need to capture and take
samples of bees to be checked for
Nosema at a clinic session or by
your own inspection, you ideally

want to take older bees because any disease they
have will be more developed and there will be more
chance of spotting it.
A sample of 30 bees is standard. According to the …

Bee Sampling Techniques
The National Honey Show is the
UK’s premier honey show with
international classes, beekeeping
lecture convention and workshops.
With nearly two hundred and fifty
competitive classes to test your skills, the

show attracts beekeepers from all over the world to
compete for the much coveted trophies and prize cards.

84th National Honey Show (29-31 Oct)

Poloshirts and Sweat Shirts, available
either in distinctive Burgundy or demure
White and sporting discrete and stylish
embroidered Reigate Beekeepers

logo’s, are able to be ordered.
Help to both support and promote Reigate Beekeepers
by buying, wearing and of course looking great in these
distinctive and practical garments.

Order Sweat Shirts & Poloshirts NOW2015 Honey Harvest Festival
This years 'near the end of season'
party will celebrate the Harvesting
and Extraction of the years honey
crop, not only from the Divisions
hives, but maybe from yours also.

Venue: The Six Bells, in Newdigate, from 8.00pm.
Either go on to the pub after the Wednesday eve …
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