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Photo opportunity of the Month
Wild Bees Colony
We are told that feral bees are fewer these days.
But this photograph taken by Peter Bennington
from Guildford BKA shows they are still around,
and by the size of this wild colony nest captured in
a garden in Merrow in January they are doing well.
The colony weighed about 25 lbs and is now safely
inside two National brood boxes.
(Click here for more interesting information and
the real story about ‘feral bees’ in the UK.)
Got an unusual, topical, or interesting bee related
image that could be featured here?
Please send it to the editors today!

Dates for your Diary
Date

Event / Description

Venue / Contact

Winter Meeting (19:30 - 21:30) ‘Einstein, Bees & the
Survival of the Human Race presented by Jack Chapman

Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

Bee Trade Exhibition (09:00 - 16:30)
Trade hall, lectures and workshops.

Stoneleigh Park
www.beetradex.co.uk

Mar, Sat 14th

10th Surrey Bee Day (09:30 - 17:00) Speakers from the
1st Bee Day ‘continue’ their presentations 10 years on.

Cobham Village Hall
Sandra Rickwood

Mar, Tue 17th

SBKA Microscopy Training Day (timing tba)
Adult Bee Disease Diagnosis, presented by Bob Maurer.

Mar, Sat 21st

BBKA Module Exam Sessions

Mar, Sat 21st

Pre Season Apiary Tidy-up (10:00 - 13:00)
Prepare for the Summer Meetings + Beginners Intros.

Henfold Apiary
Andrew Buchanan

(TBC)Mar,

Summer Training Programme Briefing (19:30 tbc)
Presentation of objectives and plans.

Venue tbc
Andrew Cornwall

1st Summer Practical Meeting ( 18:30 - 20:00)
The Summer season of Practical Training commences.

Henfold Apiary
Andrew Buchanan

Mar, Wed 4th
Mar, Sat 7th

Wed 18th
Apr, Wed 1st

Venue tba
Sandra Rickwood
Celia Perry

Apr, Wednesdays Summer Practical Meeting (18:30 - 20:00)
8, 15, 22,29 Regular evening training sessions.

Henfold Apiary
Andrew Buchanan

Apr, Sat 11th

Reigate Auction or Bees & Equip. (11:00 - 15:00)
Sell unwanted and bid for wanted equipment & bees.

Mickleham Apiary
Paul Cleaver

Apr, Sat 11th

Reigate Spring Bee Health Clinic. (10:00 - 14:00)
Sell unwanted and bid for wanted equipment & bees.

Mickleham Apiary
Bob Maurer

More dates?

The Members website has the full year’s Diary Dates

Comments about and contributions for publication in

Click Here

will be welcomed by the editors.

For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 25th of the preceding month.
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Please consider the environment before printing

Editorial
Este paratus
The motto of so many; including Baden-Powell’s Boy Scouts and Girl Guides is perhaps very apt
for beekeepers at this time of year. Paraphrasing BP’s words - ‘be prepared in mind and body
by thinking out any situation that may occur, so that you know the right thing and are ready
and able to do it at the right moment, and are willing to do it’, is certainly a worthy aim for
beekeepers, but may be a challenge in some, perhaps many, situations !!
Our bees are preparing for their colony expansion. The early pollen will stimulate the queen to
lay and with more mouths to feed we need to ensure that they have sufficient food, and access
to water to dilute their remaining honey stores. Click here to visit the Members website and
read more tips about things to do during your preparations this month.
The club is also preparing for the season. A clean up at Henfold Apiary is scheduled for Saturday
the 21st and lots of helpers on the day will be much appreciated. A meeting to discuss our
education programme plans is also planned for this month - details being confirmed, please
watch out for a communication, and visit the website regularly for the latest information on
events. It is not possible to give all up to date details in our monthly editions of
.
Preparations for the next phase of the Education Pavilion are underway, and a team of skilled
and willing volunteers is required. Please see pages 3 & 6, and step forward if you can wave a
paint brush or provide any support at all, skilled or not so skilled. The Henfold team are also
involved in preparing the colonies for the start of April.
So March is the month of ‘Be Prepared’. We may not always be able fulfil the words of
Baden-Powell, but do ensure your own bees are safe and well feed and able to prepare for their
coming activities, and decide how you personally can assist the many RBK preparations.
Richard & Graham
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Members News
A Roof Over Our Heads but Muddy Underfoot

Good news!
Phase 3 of the Henfold Development Project is
complete. The ‘skin and bones’ of the Pavilion,
and it’s roof, are in place.
So this is the time when members can put their
own practical stamp on the building.
Last month I appealed for any member with
qualifications and/or substantial experience in
domestic electrical wiring to come forward. To
date, no one has responded, but I remain
hopeful! I am grateful to Jon Tyers who has
volunteered to install the plumbing with a
priority of providing at least one working toilet
as soon as possible. Another high priority is to
stain the outside walls before protecting them
with intumescent (fire prevention) paint.
Following these tasks there will be numerous
others for example, insulating and lining the
interior walls and ceilings.

by Andrew Buchanan

Andrew Cornwall is finalizing his curriculum and
his team of Mentors. Vince Gallo, in between a
hectic business schedule has been overhauling
our Financial Recording and Reporting
Computer System, and Mike Hill has been busy
making sure that all members receive the
publications relevant to their category eg.;
BeeCraft, BBKA’s Newsletter and of course
RBKA’s own newsletter,
. Roy Cottington
has been preparing for a challenging few
months of Ground Maintenance.
Talking of Ground Maintenance, I’m afraid there
is a spot of not so good news.

Parking in the Apiary will be severely restricted
for some weeks. After all the work of creating
the foundations and burying the drainage
system, the grassed area has had to be levelled
and sown with seed. Vehicles will only be
allowed on the ‘hard-standing part of the Car
Park. However, with the generosity and
kindness of our neighbouring farmer, Edward
Ford, we have permission to park in the
entrance to his farm. This is the next entrance,
If anyone would like to volunteer their services north of RBKA’s entrance on the same side of
to carry out these types of job please let me Henfold Lane. Members are asked to ensure
know.
that they do not obstruct the entrance to the
On Saturday 21st March, from about 10.00am farm at any time.
until about 1.00pm, our Tidy Up Henfold Day Finally and in short, my appeal this month is
is scheduled. There are many relatively simple for an Electrician, volunteers to build the
but necessary jobs to be done in the Apiary to interior of the building and to paint the exterior,
make it presentable for the start of the Summer for help to spruce up the Copse and of course,
Season. So, on the basis of ‘many hands make for the members to continue with their
light work’ I invite you to join in the effort - and generosity by making donations to help with
have a sneak preview of the Pavilion. Again buying the materials to make a Pavilion of
please let me know that you will be available. which we can all be very proud.
Neil Hallam and his team have monitored all Now that the winter is almost at an end we can
the Henfold colonies throughout the winter all look forward to another enjoyable summer
months. They are now working hard to make of beekeeping and good fun.
sure that there are at least 15 strong and
Andrew
healthy colonies by the beginning of April. 01306 712773 andrewb38@btinternet.com

Prospective NewBees in the Frame

by Richard Bradfield

After brief foraging and hygiene flights,
midway through one of the Beginners Course
lectures being given by David Rudland, our
Class of 2015 re-cluster for the benefit of the
camera. We look forward to welcoming them
to Henfold on the 21st March.
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Who was the kind member who volunteered to
launder the Jackets and Veils kept at Henfold ??
So that we are ready for our potential new members who
may visit the Apiary this month we would like to identify
who volunteered to wash the NewBees gear.
If it was you, or you know who it is please contact Andrew
Buchanan 01306 7612 andrewb38@btinternet.com,
or Gill Simpson 01883 343791 simpsongill@msn.com

Topical News
Propolis Toothpaste
As we know bees produce propolis from tree
sap which they combine with their own
secretions to produce a very sticky substance.
It is also claimed to have many health benefits
and ancient civilizations used propolis for its
medicinal properties. The Greeks used it to
treat abscesses. Assyrians put it on wounds
and tumours to fight infection and help the
healing process. Egyptians used it embalm The use of propolis in toothpaste has been
around for a while, and a tube of this paste can
mummies.
be purchased for under £4. Propolis is also
Today it is used to help the mouth heal after used in products such as mouth washes.
dental surgery, and in many ‘health and
beauty’ products. The up-market company However, despite its many uses, scientific
on
propolis
is
still
limited.
Boca (favoured by the likes of Victoria research
Beckham), is producing Propolis Toothpaste, Researchers aren’t exactly sure how it works,
and at £29 a tube you need to be as ‘well but it does appear to provide protection from
some bacteria, viruses, and fungi.
healed’ as a Spice Girl to pay that price.

NBU Moves Agency
Although no physical move took place the NBU has
transferred from FERA to The Animal & Plant Health
Agency (APHA). All the bee inspectors’ email addresses
have changed so, if anyone wants to send them an email,
substitute ‘apha’ for ‘fera’ in their old email address.
Contact details for our Regional Bee Inspector Julian
Parker are now email julian.parker@apha.gsi.gov.uk and
phone 0775 119469.

Bee Facts

Did you know ?

The average worker bee produces only about 1/12th of a teaspoon of honey in her lifetime.
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Events News
Surrey County Show - Appeal

by Michael Main

Would you like to be a steward, in the bee We would also like to see as many entries
into the Show Classes as possible.
tent, at the Surrey Show?
By helping as a Steward during the 25th May,
you will receive free entry to the show + free
lunch and tea and/or coffee during the day. It
is a great day when you can talk with other
beekeepers and share ideas. You will have at
least 2 hours free to go around the show + time
for lunch in the Bee Tent (see the application
form for the menu). This year we would like to
hear from anyone who has children aged
between 7 and 16 and who would also like to
help on the candle rolling stand. Many of our
customers are children and they like dealing
with people of their own age.

There is the Vincent Challenge cup which is
awarded to the division which achieves the
most points from entries as well as the Golder
Memorial Trophy awarded to the winner of the
Novice Class.
So why not form a group of members to get
together and prepare some entries to the show
for the first time this year.

Download the Stewards Application form and
submit it to Michael Main by 27th April.

(The show schedule will be viewable and
downloadable from our Members Website)

For every 5 entries a free ticket to the show is
supplied and you have the whole day to go
around the show.
Michael Main, Chief Steward

Apiary News
Henfold Winter Team
As the last of 2014's regular Wednesday
evening
Summer
Meetings
and
Hive
Inspections approached, planning by Henfold
Apiary Manager, Neil Hallam, commenced for
a team of volunteers to tackle the supervision
of all the colonies at Henfold over the Winter
months.

YOUR APIARY
NEEDS YOU
Saturday 21st March
10.00am until 1.00pm

TIDY UP HENFOLD COPSE APIARY

Objective … to ensure a maximum number of
colonies would be in a good, strong and healthy
condition by the commencement of the 2015
Summer season.

Many jobs need to be done before
the 2015 Summer Season
starts on on 1st April, including:-

Check out Neil's blog to appreciate the many
activities undertaken by his team since
September last year. The work continues until
our first Summer meeting on 1st April this year.

Preparing ground for seed sowing
Transplanting Bramble bushes
Picking up debris from the trees
Having a bonfire
Repairing the borders of the Causeway
Repairing pot-holes in the Causeway
Painting the outside walls of the Pavilion
Having a mug of tea/coffee and biscuits

A key activity has been regular hefting of all
hives during the winter months. As data was
gathered, it was (and continues to be) recorded
by Neil on a chart (click here).
All thanks go to the Winter Team: Sally
Bennett, Jim Cooper, Simon Ford, Robert
Harding, Mike Hill, Duncan King, Mike
Lowe, Pete Scroggs, Fiona Scott and
Richard Woodhouse, and of course their
team leader ... Neil Hallam.

Many Hands Make Light Work
So Please Come And Help
Call Andrew Buchanan to let him know
that you are eager to join in the fun.
01306 712773 andrewb38@btinternet.com

March 2015
Page 5
All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated

Equipment News
New Season Quartermaster Orders

by Richard Stuart

With Spring nearly here, now is the time to
make sure you have enough equipment for the
new beekeeping season. Whether it is new
frames and foundation to replace those that the
bees have used for the last few years,
upgrading old equipment that has seen better
days, or making sure you have a spare hive or
two in advance of the need to carry out swarm
control. Speaking from experience, it is always
better to have the equipment you need ready
before the bees decide you need it ready!

If there are any new beekeepers who want to
set themselves up for the first time and are still
deciding on the relative merits of National
versus WBC, Standard Brood frames versus
14x12 frames, or what equipment they really
do need, then can I also suggest that you have
a chat with me or any other experienced bee
keepers before taking the plunge, so that you
are better able to decide which type of hive is
the right one for you.
Richard Stuart
Quartermaster
As in previous years, RBK will continue its
arrangement with Paynes Beefarm Ltd.,
whereby equipment ordered through the
Buying Second-Hand, or Selling?
association will be available at a discounted
price.
Don’t miss our
Paynes offer RBK a 10% discount on all orders.
Auction of Bees &
We split this saving between the club and
Beekeeping Equipment
members, so members receive a 5% discount
again the Paynes book prices, and the club
on 11th April at the Mickleham Apiary.
benefit by a further 5%. Orders placed this way
If you have surplus equipment, or even
also do not attract any delivery charges either.
un-needed colonies of bees, this will be a
Once our summer meetings start at Henfold,
great opportunity to sell them on.
orders can be placed every Wednesday And if you looking to buy, bid for a bargain.
evening. Paynes deliver on a Thursday, so
orders placed on a Wednesday are available for Out-bid for that essential item? Don’t worry,
collection two weeks later. However, as your Paynes will there with a stall full of goodies.
Quartermaster, I aim to keep a small amount Read all the details, access Sellers forms and
of popular items, especially frames and T&C’s, as well as a Catalogue nearer the day;
foundation, in stock. So it may be possible to
from www.reigatebeekeepers.org.uk
collect when ordering, although this can not be
guaranteed.
To order, please complete an order form –
available on the members web site or at
Henfold, and give it with full payment to me
(the Quartermaster). The discounted members
prices for 2015 are available on the web site,
or again at Henfold.
If however you need equipment before the start
of the season, then orders can be placed at the
Woodhatch meeting on the 4th March and will
be available for collection at the apiary tidy up
day on the 21st or at the first Wednesday
evening at Henfold on the 1st April.
If you have any further questions about
ordering then please contact me directly on
07971 854652 or at richardi.stuart@me.com

CALLING ALL
DIY’ers
The interior of our new
Pavilion is ready to be
fitted out.
Can you use:
A drill, a hammer, a screwdriver, a saw,
a paint brush and/or hang wall paper?
And would you like to contribute to
the effort of making the building
fully functional.?
Please contact Andrew Buchanan
01306 7612 andrewb38@btinternet.com
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Questions & Answers
Question - What is the allergic reaction to bee stings ?
Allergy is immunity gone wrong. Instead of
protecting the person the immune reaction
causes symptoms and damage, and can be life
threatening. However, the number of deaths
annually in Britain is in low single figures.
A Normal Immune Response occurs when
an antigen (a foreign protein eg. bacteria or
bee venom) triggers the production of an
antibody, a different kind of protein which
circulates in the bloodstream. This reacts with
the antigen and neutralises it. Subsequent
encounters with the antigen trigger a rapid
production of the antibody which occurs in most
immunisations. These beneficial antibodies are
called immunoglobulin G or IgG for short.
Our body tissues contain mast cells, a type of
white blood cell which spend most of their time,
not in the bloodstream, but in the tissues. Body
surfaces susceptible to invasion such as skin,
gut and respiratory tract are particularly well
endowed with mast cells. These attract a
different kind of antibody called IgE which is
produced in response to encounters with
antigens in a similar way to IgG above.
An Allergic Response occurs when an antigen
reacts with the IgE on the mast cell, the mast
cell bursts, releasing Histamine and other
substances that cause the allergic response. In
the skin it causes a rash such as nettle rash. In
the nose and throat it causes sneezing and
swelling, and in the gut vomiting and diarrhoea.
This is the immediate reaction and occurs
within 15 mins. Delayed reactions have a
different mechanism and are often worst after
48 hrs, with local swelling, itching etc.

Reactions to Bee Venom
1st Type - these fortunate people suffer little
inconvenience with minimal swelling. Stings still
hurt them though ! They react by producing
predominantly IgG antibodies to bee venom.
2nd Type - in these people the first few stings
produce little problem, although they still hurt,
but then they start to get local swelling. With
time their reactions diminish and they become
immune. They have developed IgE and IgG
antibodies but the IgG antibodies eventually
predominate to produce immunity, acting as
a blocking antibody.
3rd Type - a small minority develop serious
reactions with generalised symptoms away
from the sting area. Nausea, rashes and
breathing difficulties which should always be
taken seriously. Bee stings should be avoided
at all costs by these people and they should
seek medical urgent advice if these symptoms
are experienced.

Treatment
● In all cases remove the sting immediately as
the sting will continue to pump venom. The best
method is to scrape with a thumb nail.
A non-allergic person can receive hundreds of
● Minor local reactions require no treatment.
stings and survive, but a single sting can kill a
● Swelling to the face and limbs can be treated
person who is severely allergic.
with medicines Antihistamine and Paracetamol.
About 15% of the population are atopic and
tend to react in an allergic way with asthma,
eczema, hay fever etc. They produce large
amounts of IgE. This IgE type of reaction is not
all bad and has benefit in protecting us from
parasitic infections, which are still common in
underdeveloped countries.

Antihistamines, logically, should be on the
receptor sites on mast cells before being stung,
so anyone expecting a local reaction could take
one an hour before going to the apiary. (Aspirin
is probably not advisable as it can cause
stomach bleeding and destabilises mast cells.)
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Medical Emergency
If someone collapses after a bee sting urgently
call an ambulance telling the operator that it is
anaphylaxis. Remove them from the apiary
(source of the bees), and put them in the
recovery position. Take care to ensure you
yourself are not exposed to being stung before
entering the bee area.

The best advice to anyone experiencing
increasing symptoms with bee stings or having
generalised reactions remote from the site of
the sting, such as nettle rash, fainting or
breathing difficulties is to avoid bees altogether
and seek medical advice. Their GP can refer
them to an allergy clinic where a blood test can
establish their degree of allergic response to
If they carry an Adrenaline injection kit (Epipen, bee venom.
Emerade or Jext), use it on them without delay
inserting into the muscle in the front of the Long term desensitisation is possible in suitable
thigh. Adrenaline really is life saving in this cases, involving a lengthy course of injections.
situation. There has been much discussion These injections are carried out at weekly
about the ‘legality’ and responsibility of using intervals during the initial treatment phase and
an Adrenaline injector on someone else. The then monthly for a further three years during
situation is not clear, but surely it is better to the maintenance phase. Venom Desensitisation
help someone in anaphylatic shock rather than Immunotherapy (VIT) may be highly successful
risk their serious harm by not taking this action. in treating people with severe generalised
venom allergic reactions. This treatment may
These Adrenaline injectors should be obtained improve the response to bee stings, but may
from your GP on a prescription, and they need not remove it altogether.
to be replaced in accordance with their expiry
date, often annually.
Our own Master Beekeeper Adam Leitch has
undergone such a treatment programme, see
If you really want the confidence and the October 2013 edition of
for his story.
knowledge to deal correctly with these
situations it is recommended that you attend For more information about the subject of bee
a training course. Such as the excellent sting allergies the following web site
Anaphylaxis Workshop run recently by SBKA w w w . a l l e r g y - c l i n i c . c o . u k / m o r e - a b o u t and held at the Epsom BKA Apiary.
allergy/wasp-allergy/ has some interesting
information.
Article adapted from Harrogate & Rippon BKA

Horticultural News
Another important aspect of our beekeeping
preparations to consider this month is the
plants that are available to our bees, and
especially those in our own gardens.

Click to see an interesting video about how to
help bees in our gardens.
www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/bees?gclid=C
mim0oeehcqcfsxnwgodnzyanq

Gardens can be oasis for bees, particularly in Click here for BBKA’s advice about gardening
urban areas, and the appropriate selection of for bees.
plants in our gardens can be very beneficial.
www.bbka.org.uk/learn/gardening_for_bees
There is a very interesting article in this March
edition of BBKA News which describes the For a good source of plants for bees try:research at Sussex University about which
www.beehappyplants.co.uk/
garden plants really are best for bees. And
there is an opportunity to take part in the www.rosybee.com and great photos
research.
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DIY Suggestions & Tips
Make a Foundation Press

DIY Suggestion

Making your own is
fun and saves money

At the end of last years beekeeping season, one of our members, Geoff Blay, found himself
(like many beekeepers) with a large quantity of beeswax trimmings together with a lot of very
sticky equipment. And the question arose as to what to do with it all.
His first idea was to make a large number of candles. But then having
used up most of the wax, it occurred to him that there was a much
better use – namely, to make a press that could turn blocks of wax
into fresh sheets of beeswax foundation.
So he had a go; photographing the stages of construction and adding
a few words to describe what the pictures were showing.
Presented here are just some key features and stages in the making of Geoff’s press. All details
and step-by-step photos of the construction can be viewed directly on our Members website,
along with photos and tips on using the press to produce actual sheets of foundation.
My completed press (shown above) is a sort of
giant toasted sandwich maker with silicon
moulds of starter honeycomb on each face.
I am pleased to report that it does work quite
well at producing sheets of unwired foundation.
It is possible to wire the foundation, although
it would be slightly thicker than a rolled sheet.
Before you set-to and
begin constructing your
own press, I would warn
you that it will take a bit
of care and attention and
a few basic tools. That
said, it is not especially
difficult to do.
The ‘exploded drawing’
(left) indicates all the
components involved in the construction.

Allow for 1.5kg (750g per
side) of MM730A, and 150g
(75g per side) of MM730B. It
is important to weigh the
precise amounts of each
component on accurate scales
prior to mixing and using (above).
Once set, the two silicon moulds were each
stuck, with bathroom mastic onto a face of two
thick pieces of marine ply. One becomes the
base and the other the top of the press.
Batons are fitted along the
back edges of both halves, to
which a length of piano hinge
is fitted; joining the two
halves. Positioning of the
batons and the hinge is important to ensure the
two faces of the mould are correctly aligned
and that a suitable and even gap is left between
the two faces of the mould - this will determine
the nominal thickness of foundation.

As for the cost, I spent about £35 on buying in
some items. Although I did also use a lot of bits
and pieces that were lying unclaimed in the
garage.
Lengths of metal trim were added to the sides
A key purchase will be a single plastic frame, to retain the wax as it is poured and pressed.
larger than whatever frame size you use in your Another trim was added along the front of the
hives, to provide the base to catch and divert excess liquid wax into
templates for the silicon a water filled drip tray.
moulds. The oversized More detail can be seen
sheets
of
foundation and read in my full article
eventually produced can be on our website, and I
cut to your frame size afterwards - removing welcome questions and
any edge imperfections in the process.
suggestions.
I used a 2-part liquid Silicon supplied by Silex
(tel. 01420 487130) to cast the mould faces.

Geoff Blay

gdblay@hotmail.com
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Website News
All New Items on the Members Website
The Members website is regularly updated and added too. If you have not visited the site and
was published, these are some items that may be new to you.
browsed since the last
Catch-up now … click on the items to view in full.

Bee TradeEx - Sat 7th March 2015

March in Your Apiary
Has Spring arrived ?

♦ Back at Stoneleigh
♦ Filling the big H1 hall
♦ Masses of Traders ♦ Restaurant
♦ Free accessible parking
♦ Free lectures

Well, it all depends who you listen to.
The Met Office say it starts on March
1st, Wikipedia says it’s the Spring Equinox (March
20, 2015). Others say… it’s really when the first
daffodils bloom (by early Feb this year!).

9:00am to 4:30pm
£4 for adults if booked online, £5 on the day
Children under 10 free,
Family tickets (2 Adults, 2 Children) £12

One thing is for sure….the beekeeping season definitely
gets underway in March!

BBKA Exam Application Closing Dates

BBKA Spring Convention: 17-18 April
The major BBKA event in
the beekeeping calendar
and probably Europe’s
biggest national beekeeping event.

Dates for when the Surrey County Exam
Secretary, Celia Perry, needs to receive
your application forms for BBKA Exams
this year are set out below.

With 30+ lectures and 40+ courses to choose from…

( Details first published in the January 2015 BeeNews )

Modules:
For 2015, these will be held on 21st March and 14th
November. Application forms for the modules have …

Friday 17 April – Members’ Day and Trade Show.
Saturday 18 April – Public Day and Trade Show.
Sunday 19 April – Education Day.

Bee Health Clinic - 11th April

March Tips Checklist
We are now in a critical phase,
colony populations are at their
lowest and most of the bees in
the hive will be old bees that
have over-wintered.

The next Reigate Members Bee
Health Clinic will take place on Saturday the 11th April in the Mickleham
Village Hall – same day and place as
our Auction event.

These old bees will not survive very far into the
Spring. Food and minimum disturbance are the
key aspects to ensure that your bees can ……

This is an adult bee disease clinic, and will concentrate
on Nosema sp. If time permits, acarine testing will also
be demonstrated, so members can see how …

Bee Craft Hangouts

Focus on the Basic

For the info-web-techie amongst our
members … if you have not already
dropped in on any of Bee Craft’s
monthly ‘Hangout’ sessions, why not
catch the next one on February 18th at 8 pm.
To take part you do not have to be a Digital subscriber
of Bee Craft, or even for that matter a subscriber of Bee
Craft at all – although all …

website

Have you been beekeeping for over a
year and haven’t taken the Basic yet?
Well, it’s about time you did!
The BBKA Basic Assessment (usually just
called “The Basic”) is the foundation level
for all beekeepers in England and Wales. It is often
compared to a driving licence for bees. Which is sort of
a fair comparison, but definitely puts some people…

Go to FRONT PAGE for HEADLINE NEWS, APIARY TASKS, FEATURED ANNOUNCEMENTS and
NEXT BIG EVENT items. Visit the NOTICE BOARD for all the latest general information and to the
KNOWLEDGE BASE for beekeeping skills information. To see Who’s Who, look under the
MEMBERSHIP tab, and ALL the available Diary Dates are under the EVENTS menu tab, plus more !
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