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Reigate Beekeepers
BeeNews December 2014

Photo opportunity of the Month

Comments about and contributions for publication in will be welcomed by the editors.
For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 25th of the preceding month.

Got an unusual, topical, or interesting bee related
image that could be featured here?
 Please send it to the editors today!

Dates for your Diary

Now that’s what I call an
 ‘Out Apiary’

Only mountaineering beekeepers need
apply! This dare devil beekeeper perches

precariously atop one of a seemingly
unending wall of hives  located amongst

the Karstatic mountains in the Shennongjia
Nature Reserve in Hubei province.

Beekeeping has been undertaken in China
since the second century and for this

apiarist, a visit  to the ‘out apiary’ is all in
a normal days work.

 To read more, and see more pictures from
the Daily Mail article click here.

Date Event / Description Venue / Contact

Dec, Wed 3rd RBKA EGM (19:30 - 19:45)
To further progress the Henfold Apiary development.

Woodhatch Centre
Andrew Buchanan

Dec, Wed 3rd Winter Meeting(19:45-21:30)Myths & Mythology of Bees
Talk by guest speaker Chris Park

Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

Dec, Sat 6th Surrey BKA - AGM (14:00 - 16:00)
Hosted by RBKA, with talk by Margaret Ginman

Mickleham Village Hall
Bob Maurer

Jan, Wed 7th Winter Meeting (19:30-21:30)‘Making Beeswax & Honey
Cosmetics’  - a talk by guest speaker Michelle Emoult

Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

Jan, Sat 17th SBKA-General Husbandry Assessment (10:00 - 15:45)
Led by Master Beekeeper Alastair Welch.

East Horsley Vill. Hall
Sandra Rickwood

Jan, Sat 24th Reigate BK Spring Lunch (12:15 - 14:45)
Pre-Season social with a jolly good meal in prospect.

Grumpy Mole-Brockham
Andrew Buchanan

Jan, Sat 31st SBKA Training Day (09:30 - 17:00) ‘Bee Improvement
for All’ presented in conjunction with BIBBA

Cobham Village Hall
sbkabibba@gmail.com

Feb, Wed 4th Winter Meeting (19:30 - 21:30) ‘Balloon Debate’
… a number of speakers attempt to win approval …

Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

Feb, 6th & 21st Epsom BKA - Anaphtlactic Shock & Cardiac Arrest
Lecture/presentation details to be provided

Venue tba
Sandra Rickwood

Mar, Wed 4th Winter Meeting (19:30 - 21:30) ‘Einstein, Bees & the
Survival of the Human Race  presented by Jack Chapman

Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

More dates? The Members website has the full year’s Diary Dates Click Here

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/travel/travel_news/article-2748149/You-bee-good-heights-
mailto:rickwoodsbka@gmail.com
mailto:rickwoodsbka@gmail.com
mailto:rickwoodsbka@gmail.com
mailto:sbkabibba@gmail.com
http://rbkbblog.com/events/diary-dates/
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Our website is updated much more regularly than this monthly
edition of , so click on Members Website for lots more

information and, all the latest news and activity updates.

Editorial

Recognition of many achievements are included in this very full edition of , along with
news of the slightly new look RBKA committee that will take us into and through 2015.
But surely the most notable items of news are the announcements made at the AGM of the
spectacularly generous donations by just three of our members to the Education Facility fund;
and the subsequent announcement of another member adding a further extremely significant
donation. Together with the generosity of many members in ‘rounding up’ their subscription
renewals, the grand total of donations received during the past few weeks is apparently close
to the amount needed to at least erect a building shell on the already completed foundations.
Hence the notice already circulated, and repeated on page 6, of an EGM on the 3rd December
to seek members approval to proceed with that construction … as soon as the relatively small
remaining funding gap can be bridged.

How fortunate are we all for such a truly happy surprise to have arrived before Christmas.

Why not celebrate that fortune at the Spring Lunch. Details of the menu and booking details
are now available (see page 5). Book Now!
Another SBKA Training Day event is announced on page 8, but do also check the ‘Diary Dates’
and ‘Courses and Exams’ sections of our website (under Events) for an increasing list of
up-coming training opportunities. Also on page 8 in our new series entitled  ‘Education News’
Andrew Cornwall  looks further ahead, with a hint of potential new home grown Workshops,
and an appeal is made for members to help mentor our 2015 trainees.
And finally, two more appeals. Donations of raffle prizes are needed to be brought to the EGM
and Winter Meeting on the 3rd December to be raffled in aid of ‘Bees Abroad’ ... and of course,
do come along and buy loads of raffle tickets please. Assistance is also requested by Celia Perry
to help with the catering at the SBKA AGM the following Saturday on the 6th December.

So as we embark on our fourth year editing  for you, it just remains for us to wish all our
readers a great Christmas Season.

Richard & Graham

Christmas comes early.

http://rbkbblog.com
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  Events News

The Meeting on 12th November was opened
and chaired by President, Malcolm Broatch.
Our Hon Secretary, Gill Simpson, had to
attend to her mother who had suffered a fall,
and could not be with us, but we were
fortunate in that Sue Hickson stepped in to
take the minutes, for which we were grateful.
The Chairman's Report
Rather than read his already circulated full
report, (read here) Paul Cleaver simply
touched on the many highlights of a very busy
and successful year for RBKA.  The Honey show
had been a fantastic success; there had been
a record auction; there had been great progress
on the development at Henfold Copse; there
had been record numbers of members
attending summer and winter meetings; and
there had been a good honey crop.
Looking forward to another good year ahead,
the next Auction, already established within the
South East as a notable event, will be on 11th
April and jointly organised by himself and
Malcolm Fry. Members should bear in mind
that items submitted for sale must be clean,
and all live bees for sale will be health checked
before being sold.

The Treasurers Report
The Income & Expenditure Account for the
year ended 30/9/2014 and the Balance Sheet
as at 30/9/2014 were presented by Andrew
Buchanan. Specific donations for and
expenditure on the Education Facility Project
were no longer included within the figures
presented, since they were outside the day-to-
day operation of the division. Of note, income
from the Auction and Swarm collection was
notably up on the previous year, as were
members ad-hoc donations.

Election of Officers
The Officers, Representatives and Trustee’s
were standing for election, appointment and
nomination respectively. All were duly elected
unopposed and unanimously.
Chairman: Andrew Buchanan
Vice Chairman: Paul Cleaver
Hon Secretary: Gill Simpson
Hon Treasurer: Vince Gallo
Hon Auditor: Dick Cotton

Committee Members:
Mike Hill, Celia Perry,
Maggie Minter, Richard Stuart,
Bob Maurer, Andrew Cornwall,
Jack Chapman, Richard Bradfield.

SBKA Representative: Celia Perry
SBKA Trustee Nominee: Andrew Buchanan
Surrey Show Committee Rep.: Bob Maurer

AOB’s
The Chairman announced that the Committee
agreed to make Bob Maurer a Vice-President
of RBKA, joining Mike Hill, already a V.P. of
our Association.  An honorary position bestowed
in recognition of an outstanding contribution to
the RBKA over a number of years, the
announcement was welcomed by the members.
At the next monthly meeting, we will be holding
a raffle in aid of Bees Abroad, members were
asked to bring raffle prizes.
Unfortunately, Jacqui Essen had been unable
to attend as she was on holiday.  It had been
the Chairman's intention to offer Jacqui a vote
of thanks for all her hard work as Secretary
before she moved out of the area. He hoped
she will be able to come to a future event.
Andrew Buchanan thanked Paul Cleaver for
all his hard work as Chairman, particularly his
skills during Board Meetings and his influence
in the acquisition of Henfold Copse.
Andrew, commenting again on members
donations to the Education Project fund, firstly
thanked all those who already this year had
jointly donated some £1000 by rounding-up
their renewal fees.
In addition, three members have anonymously
donated a magnificent total of £31,000. This
represents a major contribution towards the
£45,000 cost of the next stage of the project;
to get the edifice built. Andrew appealed to
members to help raise the £18,000 now
required for that stage. Meanwhile, the
foundation and drainage work is progressing
well, although muddy at present, and will be
completed by next week. Further funds and
practical hands-on help will then also be
required to furnish the building with internal
walls, toilets, kitchen etc.

Reigate Beekeepers Division AGM and Awards Presentations A Report

https://rbkbblog.files.wordpress.com/2014/11/141024-rbka-chairmans-report-2014-r2.pdf
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 Prompted by a question from Eddie Webster,
Vince Gallo would consider how to address the
low level of Library book borrowing and non-
return of some books.
A problem noted about items being brought to,
but sold outside the auction, would certainly be
addressed next year.
With the Reigate Farmers Market now closed,
Richard Woodhouse was able to announce
that a pitch has been secured at the Farmers’

Market in Redhill on the 2nd Friday of each
month. Volunteers were requested to help man
the stall. The Chairman proposed a vote of
thanks to Richard and his team for all the work
they have done in raising funds by selling honey
that was warmly endorsed by the members.
Celia Perry appealed for help with
refreshments at the Surrey BKA AGM on the
afternoon of 6th Dec. at Mickleham Village Hall.
(Please note, these are not formal Minutes of the AGM)

Awards of Trophies and Certificates
Reigate Beekeepers Honey Show Trophies were awarded by our President, Malcolm Broatch
to: (clockwise from top left)

● Dreen Legg, Duncan King, Roy Howard
and Maggie Bourne receive Basic
Certificates (top row, left to right)

● Matthew Bigwood receives his Junior
Assessment Certificate (middle, left)

● Tim Walford receives his Module 1
Certificate (middle, centre)

● Paul Cleaver receives his Module 3
Certificate (middle, right)

● Alan Berridge receives Module 2, 7 and
Intermediate Certificates (bottom left)

● Adam Leitch receives his Microscopy
Certificate (bottom, centre)

● Celia Perry receives her Microscopy and
General Husbandry Certificates.

The raffle for the Skep, made and donated by John Tyers, was drawn. Tickets had
been sold at the Honey Show and during the AGM, raising a healthy total of £138.
And Richard Patteson-Knight had bought the lucky winning ticket. (right)

● Geoff Blay, receiving the Tanner Cup for winning Class
1&2   - Light/Medium Honey.

● Celia Perry receiving the W-J Cup for winning Class 4 -
Crystallised or Soft Set Honey.

● Matthew Bigwood receiving the Novices Skep for
winning Class 5 - Novices Honey and the Buchanan Cup
for ‘Most Points in Childrens Classes 22-24’.

● Andrew Boagey receiving the Reigate Cup for ‘Most Point
in Show’, the J.M.B Cup for winning Class 6 - Two
Containers of Cut Comb and the Locket Bowl for winning
Class 15 - A Group of Products.

● Bob Maurer receiving the Bramshaw Cup, for winning
Class 10 - a Comb for Extraction.

● Richard Bradfield receiving the Geoff Lewis Plate for
winning Class 12 - A War Time Honey Cake.

… and finally

BBKA Certificates achieved during the year were presented to:

Also visit the website report for
BIGGER photos! Click here

http://wp.me/p2VGpI-3PV
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 Topical News
Native and Local Bees are Best - Now It’s Official
Among the many explanations for the honey
bee colony losses is variability in the genetic
makeup and vitality of honey bee populations
might help to explain some of the variability in
honey bee colony losses experienced in
different regions. This has led to the innovative
honey bee Genotype-Environment Interactions
(GEI) experiment carried out by members of
the international honey bee research
association COLOSS. The results were published
in a Special Issue of the Journal of Apicultural
Research.

A total of 621 colonies of 16 different genetic
origins were set up in 21 apiaries in 11 different
European countries managed by 15 research
partners. Each location housed the local strain
of bee together with two of ‘foreign’ origins.

The colonies were set up in the summer of
2009 and were managed and evaluated according
to a standard protocol used by all participants
until 2012.

IBRA Science Director Norman Carreck says:
"The results of these experiments show that
the locally adapted strains of honey bee
consistently performed better than the ‘foreign’
strains.

This may seem logical to many bee scientists,
but may come as something as a shock

Photo of British Native Dark Honey Bees

for many beekeepers who believe that purchased
queens are likely to be in some way ‘better’
than the bees that they already have in
their own hives. There is growing evidence
of the adverse effects of the global trade
in honey bees, which has led to the spread
of novel pests and diseases. These papers
which provide evidence that locally-adapted
honey bee strains consistently perform better
than imported strains may thus strengthen
local bee breeding programmes, and encourage
the use of locally bred queens over those
imported from other localities.”

Papers in the Special Issue of the Journal of
Apicultural Research are very interesting, and
can be viewed by clicking here.

courtesy of Stratford on Avon BKA

Native Bees Photo source - www.bees.me.uk

Spring Lunch - A Delicious Date for Your Diary
Saturday 24th January 2015

12:15pm for 1:00pm
The Grumpy Mole

Brockham Green, RH3 7JS
Accompanying this Issue of  and also
available via the Members Website, are full
details for the ever popular RBKA Spring
Lunch menu, along with an Order Form for
you to complete and return.

Why not join old and new members alike to
reflect on the 2014 Summer’s beekeeping,
Christmas, the New Year, and contemplate
the possibilities for 2015.
If you run out of topics why not get up-to-date
with the Henfold Copse Development Project.

Don’t delay booking your place as there is a
limit of 35 people and it’s ‘first come first

served’.
To book your place (or places) please

send or give a completed Booking Form
together with your Cheque/Cash

to
Andrew Buchanan

‘Drumbeg’, Weare Street,
Capel, Surrey, RH5 5JA.

Not Later than 17th January 2015
Please

Looking forward to seeing you there.

http://www.ibra.org.uk/articles/JAR-53-2-2014
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 Members News

In the first, of hopefully many regular contributions to  pages, we welcome our new Chairman,
who bears great news …

Henfold Copse Development Project
At the AGM I reported that Phase 2 of the Project was well under way. I am now pleased to be
able to tell you that the work of constructing the foundations and the drainage system for the
Education Centre building has been completed, despite the adverse weather conditions.
I also told the meeting that over £1,000 in donations had been made by members when paying
their 2014/15 subscription fees. This has already outstripped the totals raised over recent years.
In addition, I reported that there had been three further donations from members totaling
£31,000.
This made Phase 3, the erection of the shell of the building, well within reach, as only another
£18,000 would be needed.
Since the AGM, I am delighted to say, yet another member has made a donation which brings
the total raised for the Project to £42,000.
Now only £8,000 is needed to enable the order for Phase 3 to be put in hand.
However, in the event that this is not forthcoming, two members have agreed to underwrite
the shortfall.
Therefore, the Committee believes it is now able to seek the approval of members to proceed
with the erection of the shell of the Training Facility building. Hence the Notice, issued by email
and post, of an EGM at 7:30 pm on Wednesday 3rd December to put this proposal to the
members. The EGM will hopefully be brief and will be followed by the scheduled Winter Meeting.

Sincere thanks to everyone who has contributed to the Project, financially and in kind, and to
all members for your continued support.

Wishing you all a Very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Andrew

Chairman's Chat by Andrew Buchanan

EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING
Wednesday 3rd December 2014

The RBKA Committee wish to hold an Extraordinary General Meeting on 3rd December 2014
at 7:30 pm at the Woodhatch Community Centre to be followed by the Winter Meeting.

The Committee seeks the approval of the meeting to proceed to the next phase of
development at the Reigate Beekeepers Association Apiary, Henfold Copse, Henfold Lane,

Beare Green, namely to erect the shell of the Training Facilities Building.

Gill Simpson, Secretary
19th November 2014

Bees Take Off at Gatwick Airport
Gatwick Airport has become home to three colonies of honey bees. A conservation
area at the airport, Ashley’s Field, has been used by Gatwick Greenspace Partnership
(which is managed by Sussex Wildlife Trust), as a home for the hives. The site is rich
in wild flowers so it is hoped the bees will thrive, despite their proximity to the airport.
(Editor’s comment - perhaps the NBU should pay close attention to these hives as
useful sentinel colonies, just in case there is any import of ‘trouble’.)

        Source The Daily Telegraph
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National Honey Show Successes

Four of our members; Celia Perry, Hilary Chapman, Andrew Boagey and
Bob Maurer; achieved 19 placing's in 15 different Classes. Seven were in Open
Classes, including Hilary’s exquisite embroidery that achieved a 3rd Place (shown
here, right, at our own earlier Honey Show, with its 1st Place Certificate).
A further eight placing's were in Surrey County Classes. Reigate also scooped
a 1st in the Branch Apiary Class, courtesy of Celia’s attentions in preparing the
Henfold entry for showing. And those achievements also scooped 5 of the 9
Surrey County cups. A fantastic result, well done all.
Surrey County Cups Awarded to Reigate Members

Class 145: Two Jars of Liquid, any one colour - Egerton Smythe Cup: Bob Maurer
Class 148:  One Comb suitable for extracting - Hood Chalice: Bob Maurer
Most Points in Classes 141 to 154 - Coronation Cup: Andrew Boagey
Reigate Member with most points in Open Classes - W J 1968 Cup: Andrew Boagey
Surrey Member with most points in Open Classes - Mather Cup: Celia Perry :

Reigate Members Placing's
Class 5:      Two Lars Liquid Honey - 1st Andrew Boagey
Class 19:   Six Jars Honey by a Branch Apiary - 1st Reigate
Class 40:      Metheglin or Melomel Dry or Sweet 3rd Celia Perry
Class 47:   Decorative or Artistic Exhibit of Needlecraft – 3rd Hilary Chapman
Class 81:   Six 28g Beeswax Blocks (gift) – 2nd Bob Maurer
Class 84:   Honey Fruit Cake (gift) – Com Celia Perry
Class 85:   Honey Date Loaf (gift) – VHC Celia Perry
Class 105:  Two Jars Soft Set Honey-– VHC Celia Perry
Class 141:  Two Jars Light Honey - 2nd Andrew Boagey
Class 142:  Two Jars Medium Honey - 3rd Bob Maurer
Class 142:  Two Jars Medium Honey - VHC Andrew Boagey
Class 144:  Two Jars Naturally Cryst’d or Soft Set Honey – 1st Celia Perry
Class 145:  Two Jars of Liquid Honey - VHC Bob Maurer
Class 145:  Two Jars of Liquid Honey - HC Andrew Boagey
Class 148:  One Comb suitable for extracting - 1st Bob Maurer
Class 148:  One Comb suitable for extracting - 3rd Andrew Boagey
Class 149:  One piece of beeswax - 1st Bob Maurer
Class 149:  One piece of beeswax - 2nd Andrew Boagey
Class 151:  One Bottle Mead - 1st Celia Perry
Class 153:  One Jar Light or Medium Honey (Gift) - 1st Andrew Boagey

Speaking about the division’s successes at the AGM, both Paul Cleaver and Bob Maurer
encouraged more members to enter into ‘The National’. The excellent standard of entries seen
at our own Honey Show this year demonstrated the potential for many of us to do well. Especially
within the Surrey County classes; should the full ‘Open’ classes seem too daunting at first.

Elsewhere at the National, as was reported in last months  , the SBKA’s Information stand
was in the Trade Hall. Decked out by Richard Bradfield with the
Wartime Beekeeping themed material originally gathered for our own
Honey Show by Maggie Minter, and with THAT video running
throughout; it  attracted a good deal of attention. Thanks to Malcolm
Broatch, Colin Clement and Bob again for the re-loan of their items
of memorabilia. And thanks also to Gill Simpson, Dreen Legg, Sue
Hickson and Richard Woodhouse for putting in stints at the stand
along with the many beekeepers from other Surrey divisions.

See the ‘NHS 2014 - Reigate’s Triumphs’ post on the Members website for more info and photo’s
of some our winners and of the SBKA Information stand and helpers. There is also a post about
the event on our Public website, www.reigatebeekeepers.org.uk

http://rbkbblog.com/2014/11/02/national-honey-show-2014-reigates-triumphs/
http://www.reigatebeekeepers.org.uk
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In addition to the show, lectures and
workshops, ‘The National’ also provided a
venue for a meeting of Education Coordinators,
attended on RBKA’s behalf by Andrew Cornwall.
I again found at the EC's meeting that we are
already very much ahead of the game. More
about that in my full report on our website.
One of my recent tasks has been beta testing
the new BBKA Apiarists Record of Knowledge
(ARK) resources. ARK has now gone live on
the BBKA website. (click here)
During the National, I met with several people
to progress some ideas for new training and
education for RBKA members.
Workshop Plans
I have ambitions to run a skep making
workshop and a soap and cosmetics workshop
next year; so took the opportunity to scope out
some possible tutors.
Educating the Public
I briefly caught up with Julian Rees, Operations
Director of IBRA (International Bee Research
Association) to get the latest information on
their BeeWorld Project. This is an altruistic
website that hosts all sorts of educational
material generated worldwide. The idea is to
make the best ideas for engaging the general
public freely available to all beekeepers.
There’s quite a lot that could enrich our offer
at shows, when working with schools or indeed
at any time when we deal with the general
public. Education of the public is one of our two
charitable aims, so we do need to keep our
public engagement materials and strategy un-
der review. www.ibrabeeworldproject.com
Additions to the Library
I had requested some new books for the RBKA
library and these were purchased at the NHS.
So now, Vince Gallo has added new editions
of the Yates books and the Celia Davis books
to the library catalogue. Please make best use
of the long Winter evenings to read some of
the many interesting books in the RBKA library.
Mead Making
My attempts to find a mead making tutor to
run a workshop have morphed into a much
more exciting idea. Vince and I have been
working on setting up an RBKA Mead Group.
More on this once we get it past the Committee.

Henfold Mentors
We are very short of hive mentors for next
year. The Executive Committee has approved
the 1st draft of my plans for the education at
Henfold. However, we are going to be
stretched to the limit unless we recruit some
new mentors. If you have passed The Basic,
why not consolidate your learning by
mentoring on a Beginners’ hive? I’ll pair you up
with an experienced mentor. You won’t be
dropped in at the deep end and with two
mentors per hive, most weeks you’ll be able to
join the Improvers & see what they are up to.
Efforts Rewarded
For the second year running, Celia Perry put
in an order with me for a small bucket of honey
from the club’s Summer extraction. This was
so that she could prepare it for entry into the
NHS. To her very great credit, not only did
RBKA win 1st place in Class 19, ours was the
only entry to have been awarded a place ... it
being the only entry to have followed all of the
requirements and avoided all the pitfalls. Just
shows that Celia knew what she was talking
about at our September meeting!

Andrew (click here for my full report)

 Education News
Ideas, Plans and Reflections by Andrew Cornwall

SURREY BKA TRAINING DAYS
General Husbandry Assessment

Kept 5 colonies of bees for 4 years or 4 colonies
of bees for 5 years and passed your Basic
Assessment? Seriously contemplating taking the
General Husbandry Assessment in 2015 or 2016?

Then this training day will provide you with
syllabus information and its interpretation, how
the assessment is carried out and what to expect,
plus handy practical and theory hints and tips with
plenty of audience participation!

All led by Master Beekeeper Alastair Welch.
Saturday17thJanuary201510amtill3:45pm

25 places available at £25 per person
to include refreshments and a light lunch.

East Horsley Village Hall KT24 6QT
RESERVATIONS

To reserve a place please email
Sandra Rickwood at rickwoodsbka@gmail.com

or phone 01932 244326
Full directions and payment details will
be provided with confirmation of place

http://wp.me/p2VGpI-3PA
http://www.bbka.org.uk/members/ark
www.ibrabeeworldproject.com
www.ibrabeeworldproject.com
http://rbkbblog.com/books/
http://wp.me/p2VGpI-3PA
mailto:rickwoodsbka@gmail.com
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Questions & Answers

Question - What is the Temperature of a Honey Bee ?

Well it depends. It depends on which
temperature we are talking about, and what is
the role of the bee that we are considering.

For example there are specialist bees in the
hive called ‘heater bees’ who use the power of
their muscles to generate heat. They decouple
their wings so the muscles run at full power
without moving their wings, and this allows
them to raise their body temperature extremely
high. Their body temperature can reach up to
44°C - nearly 10°C hotter than a normal bee.
In theory they should cook themselves at this
temperature, but somehow they are able to
withstand this high temperature.

The picture below indicates some of the key
temperatures for an individual bee.

Note that above 45°C and below 5°C bees are
likely to die, so the cooling and heating
activities of the bees within the hive are very
important as the outside weather temperatures
change.

Bees need a body temperature of 35°C to fly
effectively, although flight is possible at 27°C.
Bees flex their muscles to raise their pre-flight
temperature. Flying activity increases their
body temperature by 15°C.

Bees can forage over a 30°C air temperature
range, because of their ability to regulate the
temperature of their flight muscles, by
‘shivering’ to generate heat and evaporative
cooling through their head and mouth.

Optimum temperature for the brood is 34-35°C
and bees control this by thermoregulation.

When the air temperature dips below 12-14°C
bees inside the hive form a well defined cluster
around the queen. As the outside air
temperature decreases this ‘winter cluster’
becomes tighter and more compact. At -5°C
the cluster achieves a maximum density.

When bees form a cluster the temperatures
within the cluster vary. However, the
temperature within a ‘winter cluster’ remains
remarkably warm regardless of the outside air
temperature. The bees at the core of the cluster
shiver their flight muscles to maintain a
temperature of approximately 18-32°C, while
the outer mantel layer of bees maintain a
temperature of between 9-14°C.

Above 36°C the bees will start to ventilate to
reduce temperature. They can manage to
survive even when temperatures fall towards
-40°C, much lower than an individual bee can
survive.

Based on the excellent presentations by Dan
Basterfield at the recent Surrey BKA Training Day

Graham Pooley

Temperature of a bee

Flying raises internal temperature to 15°C above ambient

27°C flight possible

35°C ideal brood nest temp.

45°C danger of death

5°C danger of death
8°C cannot move
18°C clustering

15

Temperature – cluster perspective

18°C clustering threshold

36°C ventilation commences

45°C danger of death

- 40°C danger of death

- 5°C maximum cluster density

14
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Go to FRONT PAGE for HEADLINE NEWS, APIARY TASKS, FEATURED ANNOUNCEMENTS and
NEXT BIG EVENT items. Visit the NOTICE BOARD for all the latest general information and to the
KNOWLEDGE BASE for beekeeping skills information. To see Who’s Who, look under the
MEMBERSHIP tab, and ALL the available Diary Dates are under the EVENTS menu tab, plus more !website

  Website News
All New Items on the Members Website
The Members website is regularly updated and added too. If you have not visited the site and
browsed since the last  was published, these are some items that may be new to you.

Catch-up now … click on the items to view in full.

SBKA Training Day - Jan 17th
General Husbandry Assessment
Have you kept 5 colonies of bees for 4
years or 4 colonies of bees for 5 years
and passed your Basic Assessment?

Are you seriously contemplating taking the General
Husbandry Assessment in 2015 or 2016?
If so, then this training day on ….

EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL
MEETING

Wednesday 3rd December 2014
commencing 7:30 pm at
Woodhatch Community Centre,
Whitebeam Drive, Woodhatch,
Reigate, Surrey, RH2 7LS

 Reigate Beekeepers EGM
The National Honey show held in
Weybridge, opened its doors this year
on the 30th October and concluded
late in the afternoon of the 1st Novem-
ber, with Reigate Beekeepers being
awarded 5 of the 9 Surrey Trophies.

Four of our members; Celia Perry, Hilary Chapman,
Andrew Boagey and Bob Maurer; between …

NHS 2014 - Reigate’s Triumphs

A bumper 192 registered entries by
49 members into 24 Classes this
year was destined to provide the two
Judges, Hazel Blackburn and

Audrey Gill, with a long and a busy morning on the
day of the show. And so it was.
Our Entries Show Secretary, Celia Perry, provides her
report here, followed by a list of Trophy Winners …

RBK Honey Show … Results …

RBK SweatShirts & Polo Shirts…
Poloshirts and Sweat Shirts, now
available either in distinctive
Burgundy or demure White and
sporting discrete and stylish
embroidered Reigate Beekeepers
logo’s, are able to be ordered.

A first order batch has been completed. More individual
orders are requested to make up a second bulk order.

This years ‘War Time Beekeeping’
theme, is considered to “have worked
brilliantly” with Maggie Minter and her
team having “done a fabulous job” in
pulling it all together and creating a dis-
tinctive, interesting and lively show.

Praised as being “possibly the best ever” and
thereby trumping last years similarly applauded …

RBK Honey Show… Exhib. Report

December in Your Apiary
Your colonies should by now, be
well prepared for the winter
months; housed in weatherproof
and pest-proof hives, with low
numbers of varroa and ample
supplies of winter stores.

We are entering the period when these preparations start
to pay off, enabling your colonies to survive …

Tasks at this time of the year are all
about protecting the hives and
ensuring our bees survive the
Winter. The bees will be huddled in
a ball to keep warm, however they

do fly out even on cold days. Be prepared for gales
and make sure your hives are secure and protected.
Do not leave spare supers on hives as …

December Tips Checklist
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