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Photo opportunity of the Month
Honey Show Winner
1st Place for Class 18 - ‘A Photograph
related to beekeeping’ was awarded
this year to our own member of the
paparazzi, Richard Bradfield.
The winning photograph was furtively
taken at a Henfold apiary meeting
during April this year, and is titled
‘Guiding Hands’.
Read the Honey Show reports and see
who are the Trophy winners in this
edition and the Members website;
where all the Class placings and
paparazzi images are also included.
Got an unusual, topical, or interesting bee related
image that could be featured here?
Please send it to the editors today!

Dates for your Diary
Date
Nov, Sat 1st
Nov, Wed 12th

Event / Description

Venue / Contact
Weybridge
83rd National Honey Show (09:00 - 18:00) Final Day
International Showing, Lectures, Workshops, Trade Hall
www.honeyshow.co.uk
Woodhatch Centre
RBKA AGM (19:30 - 21:30)
Officer Reports, Committee Election, Trophy Presentations.
Paul Cleaver

Nov, Sat 15th

Sussex BKA Annual Convention (09:00 - 16:30)
Beekeeping display, sales of honey and hive products.

Uckfield Village Centre

Dec, Wed 3rd

Winter Meeting(19:30-21:30)Myths & Mythology of Bees
Talk by guest speaker Chris Park

Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

Dec, Sat 6th

Surrey BKA - AGM (14:00 - 16:00)
Hosted by RBKA, with talk by Margaret Ginman

Mickleham Village Hall

Jan, Wed 7th
Jan, Sat 24th
Jan, Sat 31st
Feb, Wed 4th
Mar, Wed 4th
More dates?

Sussex BKA

Bob Maurer

Woodhatch Centre
Winter Meeting (19:30-21:30)‘Making Beeswax & Honey
Paul Cleaver
Cosmetics’ - a talk by guest speaker Michelle Emoult
Grumpy Mole-Brockham
Reigate BK Spring Lunch (12:15 - 14:45)
Andrew Buchanan
Pre-Season social with a jolly good meal in prospect.
SBKA Training Day (09:30 - 17:00) ‘Bee Improvement
Cobham Village Hall
for All’ presented in conjunction with BIBBA
sbkabibba@gmail.com
Woodhatch Centre
Winter Meeting (19:30 - 21:30) ‘Balloon Debate’
… a number of speakers attempt to win approval …
Paul Cleaver
Woodhatch Centre
Winter Meeting (19:30 - 21:30) ‘Einstein, Bees & the
Paul Cleaver
Survival of the Human Race, presented by Jack Chapman
The Members website has the full year’s Diary Dates

Comments about and contributions for publication in

Click Here

will be welcomed by the editors.

For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 25th of the preceding month.
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Please consider the environment before printing

Editorial
Preparing for some R&R
Writing this during a glorious October day that felt more like it was July again, it is easy to
imagine how difficult it might be to keep sight of the need to prepare our bees and ourselves
for the Winter ahead. And pundits are predicting a pretty harsh November start to that Winter.
So prepare we must. Not for us, or our bees, the luxury of more than the briefest period of Rest
& Recuperation to soak up some late vitamin D. Instead we should be making a start on
Renovating and Repairing tired equipment, Revising and Reading up on husbandry methods
and developments, Reflecting and Re-visiting what went well and what didn’t during the past
twelve months: Enough R&R’s to be going on with?
This months edition should help you revisit the successes and spectacle of our Honey Show,
and a pair of our Newbee members revisit their first experiences of Honey Extraction, en masse
and in the privacy of their own utility room.
Our upcoming AGM provides opportunities for Committee Officers and Members to reflect upon
the years events, so do take the trouble to read their reports being circulated and available on
the Members website ... and importantly, to attend the proceedings on the 12th November.
If you have not already drawn up your own list of equipment renovation or repair To-Do’s, do
check out the November Tip’s Checklist and the November in Your Apiary posts, also now
on the Members website. Many timely and important suggestions are included. And don’t forget
to then do the suggested tasks. Only when these are all covered off, may you be able to ‘put
your feet up and dream of more honey in 2015!’.
Some interesting reading this month is provided in the form a revolutionary approach to hefting,
that offers a replacement of the guesstimating, with real data. Whether or not you are really
into reading, settle down in front of a screen and watch a fascinating fifty minute video, brought
to our attention by another Association. Both items being the result of networking between
newsletter editors. Hardly time enough for us to take any R&R’s.
Richard & Graham
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Our website is updated much more regularly than this monthly
edition of
, so click on Members Website for lots more
information and, all the latest news and activity updates.
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Events News
RBK Honey Show Reports

by Show 0rganisers Maggie Minter and Celia Perry

From Maggie …

From Celia …

I hope that everyone enjoyed this year’s show,
and the War Time Beekeeping theme. It is a
major task to get everything all set up and
equipment brought from all quarters of Surrey
to put the show together and I’m very grateful
for the help and support of many people.

Thank you to all of you who entered classes in
the Honey Show, it wouldn’t have been so
magnificent without you.
The list of the very worthy winners appears
elsewhere in
.

Congratulations all the winners and
I personally want to say a big thank
also to Andrew Boagey who won
you for all of you who gave up your
the Reigate Cup for gaining most
time to help set up on Friday night,
points in the Show. Special mention
and help on the day which includes
too to Matthew Bigwood who
a list of far too many people to
won the Novice Trophy beating
name personally. I do however
some exhibitors many times his
want to say I’m very grateful to
age.
Andrew Cornwall for dealing with
Many thanks to Audrey Gill who
publicity and Richard Bradfield
judged the cookery and children’s
who did an excellent job of putting
classes.
together the material I collected
over the year and doing lots of
Thank you also to all of you who
research himself to put together
put in so much effort behind the
the poster display, and at the last
scenes. This sort of event doesn’t
minute putting together the DVD.
just happen, a lot of work has to
Also thanks to Celia Perry, Mike Hill and go on behind the scenes before, during and
Richard again for managing the actual after to make it work. I am not going to name
competition side of things.
all the back room ‘boys’ but you know who you
Those of you who made cakes, donated mead, are - your technical wizardry was greatly
helped on stands, stuck up posters, talked to appreciated.
the public, loaned me hives and bits and pieces Maggie Bourne and Gill Simpson were the
of old equipment to reflect the war time theme, judges’ stewards and got an insight into what
brought bees, gave tombola prizes, used your the judge is looking for in entries.
own money to make things, painted beehives
etc! You all played a part in making it a success 49 exhibitors made a total of 192 entries.
in spite of the challenges of the weather. I know I know some of you were disappointed that you
our footfall on the day was less than last year didn’t receive individual comments from Hazel
but we still made a profit, in fact more than last who judged the honey entries, but with so
many entries to assess, this was difficult for her
year.
Finally I do also want to say a huge thank you to do. I know that she did leave some of you
to the people who do my ‘little projects’ quietly notes with comments, and you may be
in the background i.e. last minute bits of interested in some of the comments she left
woodwork, wooden poppies
and signs, with me on some of the classes overall that can
blackboards and of course my tea cosy knitters! be found in my full report on the website.
All ‘bee ware’ I’m already planning next years
theme (Pollen!)”and I’m already on the look out
for volunteers and ways to improve what we
do …so please let me know your thoughts and
ideas and any constructive feedback as we build
on our experience of running of the show.

Trophies will be awarded at the AGM on 12th
November.
Planning is already underway for the 2015
Show. If you have any ideas for show bench
classes you would like to see us run, let me
know and we will see if we can fit them in.

Maggie Minter
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Celia Perry

RBK Honey Show Results
Congratulations to the winners of the trophies listed here, that will be
presented after the AGM proceedings on the 12th November.
The full set of placings for all 24 Classes is now presented on the Members
website, accompanied by a photo gallery of the display of competition
entries. Click here.
For yet more views of the Exhibition, Stalls and Displays, click here.
Blue Ribbon …

to Hilary Chapman for 'Best in Show' entry, Class 17, Interesting Object

Reigate Cup …

to Andrew Boagey for 'Most Points in Show'

Tanner Cup …

to Geoff Blay for 1st place in Class 1/2, Light or Medium Honey

W-J Cup …

to Celia Perry for 1st place in Class 4, Crystallised or Soft Set Honey

Novice Trophy …

to Matthew Bigwood for 1st place in Class 5, Novices Honey

J.M.B. Cup …

to Andrew Boagey for 1st place in Class 6, Two Containers of Cut Comb

Redhill Cup …

to Richard Danpure for 1st place in Class 20/21, Mead

Bramshaw Cup …

to Bob Maurer for 1st place in Class 10, A Comb for Extraction

Geoff Lewis Plate … to Richard Bradfield for 1st place in Class 12, War Time Honey Cake
Lockett Bowl …

to Andrew Boagey for 1st place in Class 15, A Group of Products

Buchanan Cup …

to Matthew Bigwood for 'Most Points in Childrens Classes 22-24'

Surrey Beekeepers’ Association
Notice is hereby given that the

136th Annual General Meeting
of the Surrey Beekeepers’ Association will be held
on Saturday 6th December 2014 in Mickleham Village Hall at 2:00 pm.
The meeting will be followed by tea and a talk by the Secretary of the
Bee Farmers Association

Margaret Ginman
Venue: Mickleham Village Hall, Dell Close, Mickleham, Dorking, Surrey. RH5 6EE.
The meeting will be hosted by Reigate Division
Every year a different division takes it in turn
to host the Surrey BKA AGM. As you will see in
the notice above, this year it is our turn and
the AGM will be at Mickleham Village Hall on
Saturday 6th December at 2 pm.

serving it and clearing up afterwards. Please
offer your assistance if you can. All expenses
for baking ingredients will be reimbursed
provided you keep receipts.

I am coordinating the catering so please send
If you are free that day do please come along all offers of help to me directly. You can contact
and boost the Reigate contingent.
me on 07903 991120 or click here to email me
After the business of the AGM, the host division a message.
provides tea and refreshments to everyone
Thank you.
before the talk by our guest speaker.
We need your help in making up the
sandwiches, baking cakes, putting out the tea,
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Celia Perry (RBKA representative to SBKA)

Reigate Beekeepers AGM Agenda
Notice was served in last months
that 9.Election of Officers - as nominated by the Committee
● President - Mr Malcolm Broatch
the AGM will be held at Woodhatch on
● Chairman - Mr Andrew Buchanan
Wednesday 12th November, from 7:30 pm.
● Vice-Chairman - Mr Paul Cleaver
2014 AGM related documentation is being
uploaded onto the Members website, as it
becomes available, and can be read directly
from the Library > RBK Reports menu tab.
AGENDA
1. Welcome and address from President,
Malcolm Broatch
2. Apologies for absence
3. Minutes of the AGM held on Wed. 13th Nov. 2013
4. Minutes of the EGM held on Wed. 3rd Sept. 2013
5. Matters arising from the minutes
6. Chairman’s report - circulated
7. Treasurer’s report – available at the meeting
8. Other Officers’ reports - circulated
● Webmaster
● Programme Secretary
● Show Secretary
● Swarm Coordinator
● Library Secretary

Honorary Secretary - Mrs Gill Simpson
Honorary Treasurer - Mr Vince Gallo
Honorary Auditor - Mr Derek Cotton
Committee Members - Mr Mike Hill, Ms Celia
Perry, Mr Bob Maurer, Ms Maggie Minter,
Mr Jack Chapman, Mr Richard Stuart,
Mr Andrew Cornwall, Mr Richard Bradfield
● Representative to Surrey BKA - Ms Celia Perry
● Representative to Surrey Show Committee Mr Bob Maurer
10. Nomination of Trustee to Surrey BKA Mr Andrew Buchanan
11. Presentation of Awards from the Honey Show and
Exam Certificates by the President
12. Any Other Business
13. Next AGM Date - Wednesday 11th November 2015
●
●
●
●

Officers’ Reports as they become available, will, with
the exception of the Treasurer’s Report, be published
on the RBKA Members website.
Limited copies of reports will be available at the AGM.

War Time Beekeeping - at the NHS
Surrey BKA traditionally provide an Information
stand at the National Honey Show held in
Weybridge. Last year Reigate provided
significant input to the stand’s theme of
pollination. This year we were invited to
recreate this year’s Honey Show themed
display of War Time Beekeeping.
And so we did … all be it in compact form.

SURREY BKA TRAINING DAYS
Bee Improvement for All
An all day event aimed at encouraging all
beekeepers to improve their bees. The purpose is
to help all beekeepers to continuously assess their
colonies, so they have a good idea of which
queens to cull, and which colonies to take queen
cells from when they need new queens.
There will be tuition on how to raise queens using
queen cells that bees often present us with during
the summer, as well as some simple ‘artificial’
techniques that may be suitable for the more
advanced beekeeper, or those working in groups.
Further details can be found on:
http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/beeimprovementforallday.html

Many thanks (once again) to all members that
re-loaned items of memorabilia to allow the
above scene. It created a good deal of very
positive attention for Surrey … and Reigate
Beekeepers.

Date: Saturday 31st January 2015
Time: 9:30am for 10:00am start - 5:00pm close
Venue:Cobham Village Hall, Lushington
Drive, Cobham, Surrey, KT11 2LU.
Cost: £18/head. £14/head for under 18, but
must be accompanied by a fee paying
adult. Refreshments and lunch included.
Enquiries and Bookings to:Sandra Rickwood. sbkabibba@gmail.com
or 19 Kenwood Drive, Walton-on-Thames,
Surrey. KT12 5AU.
This event is being held in conjunction with the Bee
Improvement and Bee Breeders Association (BIBBA)
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Members News
John Chiles 1922 - 2014
A former WW2 soldier who served in India, a Major in the
Territorial Army, Councillor and then Mayor of Tadworth &
Walton-on-the-Hill, and a former Chairman of Reigate
Beekeepers; John Chiles lost his battle with cancer on 30th
September, leaving his wife of 61 years, Pam, two children
and three grandchildren.
Mary Hellings writes this tribute…
I was sorry to read in The Surrey Mirror that John Chiles had
died. The newspaper reported that he helped save the Reigate
branch of the Surrey Beekeepers.
I remember him well. He was Chairman when I first started to
keep bees 36 years ago. Later, when Audrey Gill and I joined
the Committee, she and I went to his house in Tadworth for
the meetings.
During his time beekeeping, John became allergic to bee stings - I believe he had been ‘out
cold’ on a couple of occasions. So when he went to his bees, he covered himself from head
to toe with several layers of clothes, with not a chink of flesh to be seen anywhere.
Eventually the risk was too great and having been told that the next sting would probably
be fatal, he reluctantly gave up his beekeeping.
A very nice man, who contributed much. Not only to beekeeping, but to the community.

Overdue Membership Renewals

Reigate Farmers Market Ends

Renewal Subscriptions became due on the 1st Our division’s stalwarts, who have been
October. Thank you to those members who manning a Reigate Beekeepers stall at the
have returned renewal forms and fees already. monthly Reigate Farmers Market since 2002,
were informed during the market on Friday 24th
However, for those who have yet to renew, October that it was to be the very last one.
please be aware that members who have still The market had been dwindling in size for some
not done so by mid November are likely to have time, with only three stalls present on what was
their subscriptions to the BeeCraft magazine to be its last day. The event was no longer cost
cancelled.
effective for the operators to continue.
Membership renewals received by me after this
time will then necessarily require their
individual BeeCraft subscription to be
reinstated, incurring significant administration
for myself and BeeCraft. There is also the
likelihood that some editions of BeeCraft would
be missed in the meantime.

As Richard Woodhouse writes, on behalf of
co-stalwarts Eddie Webster, Malcolm
Broatch and Mary Hellings, “It's a pity, since
we have built up a large clientele, and a lot of
goodwill with an excellent product. Even on the
last day, despite poor weather, we sold over
80 lbs of honey, including 11 lbs of RBKA honey
If you have not already posted off your renewal, from Holmwood.”
please do so now. Or at least bring it along with However, all may not be lost. A pitch at the
you to the November 11th Winter Meeting/AGM Redhill Farmers Market, on the second Friday
and hand it directly to me then.
of each month, has been offered and is being
Mike Hill considered. Watch out for updates on the
Membership Secretary website and in next months
.
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New Beekeeping Experiences
The Extraction Experience

of Jane & Tom Bayman

Before attempting to extract our first honey we
were pleased for the opportunity to help at the
club’s extraction day at Newdigate Village Hall,
run by Andrew Cornwall and other club tutors.

coupled with a homemade uncapping tray made
from a washing up bowl and a piece of wood.

After a few weeks we felt confident enough to
put our names down for a swarm. In August
2013 we picked up our swarm and started our
beekeeping in earnest, our main objective being
to get our bees ready to over winter for which
we were aided by good weather.

Also very interesting were the differences in
honey from the supers collected from two sites.
The Henfold honey was much as we expected.
But the Mickleham honey was far thicker and
took more time at every stage of the process.

There were also smaller items needed for
extracting Honey. Like, what sort of uncapping
knife suits you and the different sieves/filters.
But first, a bit of our history …
In 2012, I bought Jane a WBC hive as a A number of options were on hand to try out.
Divided
into
four
birthday present, thinking that pottering about
teams, over the day
with a few bees would be something she would
we moved around the
like. Being that bit cleverer than me, Jane
different
setups,
quickly realised that there was more to this and
guided by a club tutor
signed us on the ten week Reigate Beekeepers
on the use of the
Beekeeping Course during the winter of 2013.
individual equipment.
The course tutor was David Rudland and he
provided us with a terrific insight into the world It was a day to both try things and listen to the
of beekeeping; presenting the information and experiences of the club tutors and other novice
backing it up with his wealth of experience. We beekeepers. There is nothing to beat hands on
then progressed to Henfold, joining separate experience, and so many things that we had
hive teams to gather maximum experience.
been taught, or had read, fell into place.

During 2014 our colony thrived and then did as
you would expect, prepared to swarm! They
chose to do this when Jane was away so I was
left to split the hive. But I missed something
as we did lose a swarm, although enough bees
stayed for two reasonable colonies, from which
we were definitely going to get some Honey!
Back to the club extraction day.
We committed to a full day to include the
extraction process itself plus plenty of
preparation and clearing up. Andrew also
planned to use a number of different extraction
methods to maximise our experience.

To end the day we helped clean the equipment,
another useful exercise. Being specialised food
preparation equipment it needs to be fit to hand
on to the next person, so being shown how to
get that right was important.
Our Own Extraction
The day helped us decide how to approach our
extraction, what we needed to buy or rent from
the club. With two colonies, we opted for a
small hand extractor which worked fine.
Following the example of the home made
uncapping tray, I made a cutting rest from a
piece of wood that fitted tightly over a large
oven tray; this also worked well. We set up a
corner of our utility room using the experience
gained at Newdigate.

Arriving at Newdigate it was clear that a great
deal of the preparation work had already been
done, with newspaper and plastic sheeting Jane made a start while I was out on the
covering all the floor space, and four training Saturday, with a view to me helping to
locations set up and ready to run.
complete the job on my return. But by the time
Each location had different equipment in use, I got back in the afternoon it was all done and
ranging from a large electric extractor able to dusted – enough honey to fill fifty jars and all
spin eight frames at a time coupled with a full done (by Jane) with the confidence that comes
size stainless steel uncapping tray; down to a with hands on practice.
hand turned extractor able to spin two frames,
Tom Bayman
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Topical News
Honey Bee Video - definitely worth watching
Click here to watch an amazing video by NOVA which chronicles
a year in the life of a bee colony with stunning images that take
viewers inside the innermost secrets of the hive. The documentary
team spent a year developing special macro lenses and a bee
studio to deliver the film's astonishing sequences. These include
the ‘wedding flight’ of the colony's virgin queen as it mates in
mid-air with a drone; the life-and-death battle between two rival
queens for the colony's throne; and the defeat and death of a
thieving wasp at the entrance to the hive. The show also explores
such mysteries as the famous ‘waggle dance’ with which scout
bees signal the exact direction and distance of nectar sources to
the rest of the hive. A vivid picture emerges of the bee's highly
organized social life, revolving around the disciplined sharing of
construction tasks, the collection of nectar, and warding off
enemies.
courtesy of Stratford on Avon BKA

About those Other Bees

an occasional feature looking at the honey bees’ cousins

Images of Bees (and insects)
Finding specific images is not always easy, even though
there is a plethora available via such as google images.
The problem with a lot of these is that they can inaccurately
titled. H o w e v e r t h e f o l l o w i n g sites contain
interesting high quality images for those who have an
interest which goes beyond one species of insect.
One site is the Belgian website - www.entomart.be which
has a vast catalogue of photographs.
Another is www.bwars.com which belongs to the Bee,
Wasps and Ant Recording Society. The images are copyright
here, but the information available is truly astounding.
A truly altruistic website is www.moorhen.me.uk which is
a photographic log site of wildlife photography. All these
sources are worth a visit.
courtesy of Somerton BKA

Did you know ?

Bee Facts

Flying is difficult for Bumble Bees.

In flight a bumble bee flaps its wings 200 times per second (which equals 12,000 rpm), roughly
equivalent to the speed of a high-revving motorbike engine. This generates a lot of heat, but of course
comes at a cost: bumble bee flight is enormously expensive in terms of the energy that it uses. A running
man uses up the calories in a Mars bar in about one hour. A man-sized bumblebee would exhaust the
same calories in less than thirty seconds.
Hummingbirds are often thought of as having exceptionally high metabolic rates, but a bumble bee’s
is roughly 75% higher. This explains an awful lot about the biology and conservation of bumble bees.
They have to eat almost continually to keep warm; a bumble bee with a full stomach is only ever about
forty minutes from starvation. If a bumble bee runs out of energy, she cannot fly, and if she cannot fly,
she cannot get to flowers to get more food, so she is doomed. But give her a teaspoon of honey, and
with a stomach full of sugar she can start to fire up her flight muscles, shivering them to produce heat,
and once she gets up to about 30°C, off she goes .
courtesy of Ipswich & East Suffolk BKA
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Bees at Hive photo - beekeeperlinda.blogspot.com / Bee on Blossom photo -morehen.me.com

DIY Suggestions & Tips
Make Hefting Easy (and scientific)

DIY Suggestion

Making your own is
fun and saves money

The dictionary definition of ‘hefting’ is ‘to lift, It is now possible to attach the scales to the
hold, or carry something heavy using your lifting hook and lift the hive manually, if you’re
hands’. In beekeeping it means lifting one side feeling strong enough, to measure its weight.
of a hive to estimate the weight of the stores.
Alternatively, you can construct a simple ‘lifting
To many of us this is a difficult task - both from lever’ similar to the one in the photographs.
the point of view of the lifting the heavy boxes,
but also from estimating any change in weight.
So the following suggestions to make the task
easier and more accurate are very welcome.
First buy a suitable
weighing scale such as the
fisherman’s scale shown in
the photograph, which can
weigh up to 50 kg. To obtain the total weight of the hive, weigh
Available for £4.95, click both sides and add the two readings.
here for supplier.
Now you need to know the weight of your hive
and bees, so that you can calculate their stores.
The following are typical weights of National
Next attach a suitable lifting hook to the bottom components.
of your hive - screw eyes such as these can be
bought for around £3.75 for a pack of ten from Brood box plus empty frames – 5 kg
Screwfix, and can be screwed into either side Wax in a brood box – 1.5 kg
of your hive floor.
Floor – 1.7 kg

Crown board – 1.4 kg
Roof – 5.8 kg
7,700 bees weigh 1 kg, 40,000 bees weigh 5.2 kg
Total weight = 20.6 kg
To simplify matters you can assume the typical
hive weight with a single brood box is 20 kg.
So to calculate the weight of stores deduct 20
kg from the sum of your scale readings.
To make the lifting
process easy, buy a
suitable length of chain
and adapt the hook at
the bottom of the
weighing scales with a
removable link. (Chain
is available from Wickes
for £3.65 / metre, and a
link for £1.75.)

If you have additional brood boxes or supers
add a further 5 kg to obtain the weight to deduct.
For a typical Winter the bees will require 20 25 kg of stores at the start of Winter, and will
consume 0.5 - 0.7 kg per week.
With thanks to Bob Holah of Epsom BKA who
provided the original ideas and photographs
Do you have any similar DIY suggestions or tips if so, please send them to your
editors.
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Photographs - Bob Holah and Amazon.com

Website News
All New Items on the Members Website
The Members website is regularly updated and added too. If you have not visited the site and
was published, these are some items that may be new to you.
browsed since the last
Catch-up now … click on the items to view in full.

SBKA Training Day - Jan 31st

November in Your Apiary
The annual Honey Show is over,
the clocks have gone back,
temperatures are finally dropping
after a very mild October and
Christmas is only weeks away. So … are your
bees prepared for the Winter ?

Bee Improvement for All

There may be a temptation to assume “job done” if
you followed all the advice in …

An all day event aimed at encouraging
all beekeepers to improve their bees.
The purpose is to help all beekeepers to
continuously assess their colonies, so they have a
good idea of which queens to cull, and which
colonies to take queen cells from when they need
new queens.

Spring Lunch - 24th January 2015

Reigate Beekeepers AGM

Saturday 24th January 12:15 pm for
1:00 pm at the The Grumpy Mole, The
Inn on the Green, Brockham Green,
Betchworth, Surrey RH3 7JS

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Wednesday 12th November 2014
commencing 7:30 pm at Woodhatch
Community Centre, Whitebeam
Drive, Woodhatch, Reigate, Surrey,
RH2 7LS

Reserve the date NOW to come to our traditional start to
the new Beekeeping Year. Slightly earlier than has been
usual for the past few years, the event will provide an
excellent way to mark the start of the end of Winter.

RBK SweatShirts & Polo Shirts…
Poloshirts and Sweat Shirts, now
available either in distinctive
Burgundy or demure White and
sporting discrete and stylish
embroidered Reigate Beekeepers
logo’s, are able to be ordered.

AGENDA

November Tips Checklist
From now on and until the early
Spring you should only open your
hives if you are giving the bees
additional feed. Heft your hives to
check for stores.

A first order batch has been completed. More individual
orders are requested to make up a second bulk order.

It is all about the bees surviving the Winter, so they need
to retain heat in the hive and have sufficient stores to get
them through the cold months.

Keep Your Bees ‘Toasty’ ….

Preparing Stored Comb for Winter

In preparation for moving
house, Jack Chapman came
across and subsequently cut
up, several large panels of
thick
polystyrene
Loft
Insulation into individual
pieces, sized to fit under a National Hive roof.
Jack is offering these panels of Hive Roof Insulation…

website

- Wax Moth Treatment
Warning – Wax moth can
overwinter in used comb.
Beeswax is eaten by the larvae
of the Greater and Lesser wax
moths. The Greater wax moth chews grooves into
the wooden hive surfaces where it pupates.

Go to FRONT PAGE for HEADLINE NEWS, APIARY TASKS, FEATURED ANNOUNCEMENTS and
NEXT BIG EVENT items. Visit the NOTICE BOARD for all the latest general information and to the
KNOWLEDGE BASE for beekeeping skills information. To see Who’s Who, look under the
MEMBERSHIP tab, and ALL the available Diary Dates are under the EVENTS menu tab, plus more !
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