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Photo opportunity of the Month
Mountain Bees support town
Photograph taken from the Durango to Silverton
steam train travelling high up in the Rocky
Mountains in Colorado, showing some of the rail
side bees hives that support the community of the
town called Honeyville. Admittedly a small
community of a few houses, but their first jar of
wild flower honey was bottled in 1918 and the third
generation of beekeepers now produce a range of
distinctive flavour food products from their
‘mountain honey’, including cinnamon whipped
honey (only in America) - all courtesy of the
mountain bees at over 7,000 feet.
Got an unusual, topical, or interesting bee related image that
could be featured here?
Please send it to the editors today!

Dates for your Diary
Date

Event / Description

Oct, Wed 1st

Winter Meeting (19:30-21:30) ‘Preparing for Showing’
Talk by Celia Perry with timely advice for our Show
SBKA Training Day - Bee Behaviour (11:00-16:00)
Workshop for all, but related to BBKA Module 6 exam
London Honey Show (18:00 - 21:00)
… for Urban and Roof Top Beekeeping!

Oct, Sat 4th
Oct, Mon 6th

Meridian BKA - “Seeing is Beelieving” (19:15 start) Dr
Chris Jackson provides demo of bee study eqpt used
Reigate BeeKeepers Honey Show (10:00 - 16:00)
Competition Classes and our BIG Public Show

Oct, Tue 7th
Oct, Sat 11th
Oct

30th,
Nov

31st

,

1st

Nov, Wed 12th

83rd National Honey Show (09:00 - 18:00)
International Showing, Lectures, Workshops, Trade Hall
RBKA AGM (19:30 - 21:30)
Officer Reports, Committee Election, Trophy Presentations

Venue / Contact
Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver
East Horsley Vill. Hall
Sandra Rickwood
Lancaster Gate, London

www.londonbees.com
Bishops Waltham
Nina Jetten
Reigate Priory School

Maggie Minter
Weybridge

www.honeyshow.co.uk
Woodhatch Centre

Dec, Wed 3rd

Sussex BKA Annual Convention (09:00-16:30)
Lectures & Talks. Pre-booking required
Winter Meeting (19:30-21:30)
Topic to be confirmed

Dec, Sat 6th

Surrey BKA - AGM (19:00-21:30)
Hosted by RBKA , with talk by Margaret Ginman.

Paul Cleaver
Uckfield Village Centre
Sussex BKA
Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver
Mickleham Vill. Hall
Bob Maurer

More dates?

The Members website has the full year’s Diary Dates

Click Here

Nov, Sat 15th

Comments about and contributions for publication in

will be welcomed by the editors.

For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 25th of the preceding month.
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Please consider the environment before printing

Editorial
Hot Dates and Opportunities
As this edition of
is being written, the weather remains unseasonably mild, if not
downright balmy. So quite what our bees are making of it, we may wonder. Hopefully taking
the opportunity to boost their stores in preparation for the Winter to come.
All in all, the year so far has been a long active season for our bees, resulting for many
beekeepers in either pretty impressive honey yields or increased numbers of strong colonies.
Or ideally, a useful combination of both. So as we progress through October, with temperatures
expected to belatedly drop back to the low teens, it’s pay-back time. Winter preparation of your
colonies and hives should already have commenced, but should now be completed during the
next few weeks. If you need a few prompts or reminders, check out the ‘October in Your Apiary’
click here and ‘October Tips’ click here posts on the website.
October is a month of further opportunities, including the Honey Shows.
Firstly and foremost (sorry Bob) is our own show on the 11th October. This provides a public show
case for Reigate Beekeepers, and the opportunity for members to vie for the silverware. If you
haven’t already registered your entry or entries, the last date for acceptance is the 4th October.
And before our own show commences take an opportunity to also participate in beekeeping at
the national level. Entries for the National Honey Show should be registered by the 8th October,
although late entries for some classes may be accepted up to the 20th (late entry fee payable).
October also provides yet more learning opportunities. As well as a Surrey BKA training day on
the 4th October, invitations to attend lectures and talks from neighbouring Sussex BKA and
Meridian BKA are shared in this edition of
(see page 3), and the National Honey Show
itself is also host to an extensive range of lectures and workshops.
We should also mention that October is the time to renew your Reigate Beekeepers membership.
Finally this October edition of
contains more challenging, informative and motivating
articles, plus suggestions of more opportunities to enjoy your beekeeping.
Richard & Graham
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Our website is updated much more regularly than this monthly
edition of
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Members News

2014 Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given that the Reigate Beekeepers Association 2014 AGM will
be held on Wednesday, 12th November starting at 7:30 pm.
The venue is The Woodhatch Centre, Whitebeam Drive, Reigate RH2 7LS
All members are encouraged to attend this AGM which will be followed by the
awarding of exam certificates together with trophies and prizes from the
Reigate Beekeepers Honey Show.
An agenda will be available on the website shortly

RBK Book-Keeper/Treasurer Needed
Andrew Buchanan,
who has looked after
RBKA’s finances for
the past eight years
or so, is stepping
aside from the role.
If you have some book-keeping
knowledge, some experience of the
computer spreadsheet system EXCEL and
feel that you could give time on a regular
basis to take over this important job;
please contact Andrew on 01306 712773
Andrew will explain how the system works
(much of it automated) and the reporting
requirements, as well as answer any
questions there may be. He also pledges
to give his support during a hand-over
period.
If you have any interest, then an early
contact with Andrew will be very much
appreciated, as he would like to hand over
asap in the new financial year that began
on the 1st October.

Membership Renewals - Now Due
Renewal notifications have already been
distributed by Mike Hill to all members
directly, either by email or post as necessary,
and Mike is now looking forward to receiving
your returned forms, with payments please, as
soon as possible.
If you have not already posted off your renewal,
why not bring it along with you to the October
1st Winter Meeting and hand it to Mike then.
Annual renewals become due on 1st October,
regardless of when you joined or last renewed.
If there are details about yourself that are
incorrect or omitted from your Renewal form,
please do take the opportunity to provide and
correct any errors before returning the form.
Two important details are:
● Email Addresses
Be sure that email addresses provided are
recorded correctly and current, even if you
have elected to receive
by Post.
● Location(s) of your Hives
Be sure to provide either current Postcodes
or Map References for their locations.
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Events News
RBK Honey Show - Preparations and Participation

by Maggie Minter

arrangements are for volunteers only. If you
are just dropping off Honey Show entries or
goods, or visiting the show itself, then please
use the Pay & Display; or you could
alternatively use the adjacent Morrisons car
park (for a short time period) at your own risk.

If you have volunteered to
help on Friday 10th October
for the set up - please arrive
around 5:45 or thereafter.
If you are helping out on
Sat. 11th October we will be
open at 9 am (10 am for the
public) so if you are down
for the morning or whole
day please arrive from 9 am
or any time thereafter.

Don’t forget to bring some lunch if you are
helping all day.

Tombola Prizes need to be handed to either Gill
Simpson or Alec Bourhill, preferably before
the Saturday if possible. But they will be
Anyone volunteering to help will be able, we accepted before 10 am on the day!
hope, to park on the school site subject to Donations of cakes and biscuits for sale do need
space being available. This means that you to be brought along on the day, before 10 am.
need to come into Bell Street car park and drive
to the back right-hand corner were you will find To arrange for your own correctly labelled jars
a barrier/gate. We will man access through the of honey or honey products to be sold from the
gate for people to park. If you arrive and Honey Sales stall, first contact Richard
nobody is around, which might be so in the Woodhouse asap to agree quantities and
afternoon, then park and look for either myself prices. All stock then needs to be delivered to
or another committee member in the Hall to the hall during the Friday evening please.
gain access. Please note these parking PS. Last Show Entry Registrations - 4th Oct.

Bee Health Events & Education

by Andrew Cornwall

To time the club’s
extraction, leaving it late enough to harvest as
much honey as possible and yet early enough
to provide time to demonstrate how to get
colonies ready for Winter.

colonies for Winter. This takes place as soon as
you’ve extracted any honey.

We
quite
deliberately
scheduled
the
demonstrations to take place in the week after
the Bee Clinic. This linked the two events
nicely, but also meant that it fitted neatly into
the annual beekeeping cycle. Traditionally, the
start of the beekeeping year is preparing the

Assessment in their 2nd or 3rd year of
beekeeping. We have a unique system for
supporting Improvers wanting to further their
beekeeping skills and knowledge.

The

Challenge:

So the demonstrations
took place on hives that
had already had the wet
The Opportunity: An offer from BDI to all supers put back on
during
the
Associations of £100 to run Bee Health Events them
previous
Saturday.
during the Summer.
Read and see more
Our Response: Four of us (Bob Maurer, about the event on the website, click here.
Adam Leitch, Celia Perry and myself) who
have either trained at the National Bee Unit or During the last few years, Mike Hill and I have
with one of the Government Bee Inspectors, spent much time debating and devising just
would demonstrate how to inspect a hive for what and how the Education Programme
the notifiable pests and diseases. This would should run in the apiary.
include showing how to use a lateral flow We have now in place an excellent system to
device to test for one of the foul broods.
get members ready to take the BBKA Basic

Where the system still fails, as far as I’m
concerned, is how we demonstrate getting
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colonies ready for Winter. We simply need
more time after the extraction to do this. Three
or four weeks is not enough time to get them
treated for Varroa and fed sugar syrup, if
necessary. I put my foot down this year and
stopped the prophylactic treatment of colonies
with low Varroa counts. So at least that bug
bear is now killed off!

evidence of the notifiables on these two
occasions.

I have a number of suggestions ‘up my sleeve’
to improve the education provision for next
year. Once your Executive Committee has
discussed them, I will start putting them into
effect. There will be a pre-season meeting next
year; probably in March at The Stepping
BDI have the same offer running for next year, Stones pub again.
so we’ll take them up on it. I hope to run a
similar event in the apiary linked to the Spring Belated Thanks: With apologies for not
including them in my ‘mentioned in dispatches'
Bee Clinic.
last month, my thanks go to the following for
The National Bee Unit recommends all
helping
to
make
the
Bee
Health
beekeepers inspect their hives just for the
Demonstrations go so well and for making
notifiable pests and diseases twice a year –
sure that we met with BDI’s requirements:
Spring and Autumn. It’s all too easy to get
Celia Perry, Bob Maurer, Adam Leitch,
distracted by what you might find when you’re
Richard Bradfield, Graham Pooley and
in the middle of a manipulation. Hence,
Jack Chapman.
restricting yourself exclusively to looking for

Don’t forget our Honey Show on 11th October
Competition Entry closes on Saturday the 4th October.
Entry Labels will be available at the Woodhatch meeting, 1st October
for those Members with entries already registered; and then from
7:00 pm for 1 hour on 10th October and from 8:30 am for 30 minutes
only on 11th October in the Show Hall. Full Entry details here.

Meridian Beekeepers Meeting

Sussex Beekeepers’ Association
2014 Annual Convention

You are invited to an open meeting on
Tuesday 7th October 2014, 7:15 pm for 7:30
pm at St Peters Church Hall, Free Street,
Bishops Waltham, Hampshire, SO32 1EE
Dr Chris Jackson will be giving a talk on

“Seeing is Beelieving”
A hands-on practical demonstration of some of
the research equipment used in studying bee
behaviour, particularly visual aspects.
Including specialist ultraviolet photography,
how to watch bees in the dark (infrared video),
heat sensitive digital imagery, how to measure
colour with field spectrophotometers, artificial
flowers for foraging studies, Proboscis
Extension Response etc.

The organisers look forward to welcoming you
at this annual even on 15th November 2014 at
The Ashdown Room, Uckfield Civic Cen-tre,
Uckfield, TN22 1AE.
The event will commence at 9:30 am and will
finish at around 4:30 pm.
The cost of attending the convention is £25
which includes a Buffet Lunch.
● Commercial Uses of Beeswax - Rob CaseGreen British Wax
● Using the Nuc Box - David Rudland
● Marketing of Honey Products - Christine
Stevens
● Practical Queen Rearing - John Hamer
● Bee Anatomy and the Queen Bee - Ian
Stell

Please bring sunglasses (normal and polaroid),
and any fresh flowers.
Tickets £5 per person (includes finger buffet
More details and booking form are in the
and a glass of wine), please contact Nina
flyer. Bookings are being accepted.
Jetten at nina.jetten@btinternet.com
Please email the organisers with any questions.
or telephone: 02380 767956
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DIY Suggestions & Tips
Make a Special Nuc

DIY Suggestion

Making your own is
fun and saves money

Dennis Chow has made this innovative nuc box, It can be used to hold five frames of honey on
which has a number of special features and top of one of his observation hives, which is
also the same size as a nuc. Dennis keeps a
clever uses.
small colony in the observation hive during the
It has a removable floor board (base) which is Winter and it is ready to take to shows in the
secured with four drawing pins on both ends, Spring.
and is very easy to remove. (The drawing pins
are through the white plastic base ends shown (Note the aperture in the end which is covered
with mesh to provide suitable ventilation.)
in the photograph below.)

Drawing pins
used to fix
base to the
body of the
nuc

The removable base has a number of uses. It
can also be turned over and used as a cover
when he is uniting bees from his nuc with those
in a normal size brood box.

It can be used to unite bees with those in
another smaller four frame nuc box using a
board with a suitable sized opening.

Reasonably
simple
to
construct
and
inexpensive; and good fun to make during the
Winter days when our bees are less active.
Do you have any similar DIY suggestions or tips if so, please send them to your
editors.
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Photographs - Dennis Chow

Questions & Answers
Question - Should you remove the Queen Excluder during Winter ?
The answer to this question is yes, and as the ● If you have a super of frames already filled
Monthly Tips Checklist on our members website
with honey, place that box directly above the
advises, October is the month to do this - click
brood chamber and place the empty honey
here to see the full checklist.
supers above them. Queens generally won’t
pass a ‘honey barrier’, so once you have a
super filled you can just leave it in place and
stack new supers on top.
No controversy about Winter
Generally the recommended stores required for
a colony to survive the Winter is 40-50 lbs
(18-22 kg); and a BS brood frame contains 5
lbs (2.2 kg) of stores, so your bees require at
least eight to ten frames of stores.
When the air temperature dips below 12-14°C
(54-57°F) bees inside the hive form a well
Controversial in use
defined cluster around the queen. As the
During the normal breeding season the function outside air temperature decreases this ‘winter
of the queen excluder is to create a selective cluster’ becomes tighter and more compact.
barrier inside the hive that allows worker bees
but not the larger queens and drones to pass The temperature within the ‘winter cluster’
though the barrier. Thus preventing the queen remains remarkably warm regardless of the
from laying in the super frames where you are outside air temperature. The bees at the core
encouraging the bees to store honey that the of the cluster shiver their flight muscles to
beekeeper can harvest.
maintain a temperature of approximately 18However, as in most things beekeeping, not all
beekeepers agree on the use of a queen
excluder. Some think they are essential
equipment, others think they just irritate the
beekeeper and annoy the bees.

32°C (64-90°F), while the outer mantel layer
of bees maintain a temperature of between
9-14°C (48-57°F).

Larger clusters have a better chance for
survival than smaller clusters. The ‘winter
cluster’ within the hive must move throughout
Some beekeepers believe that even the worker the Winter to reach the available honey stored
bees are reluctant to go through the queen in the combs.
excluder, and consequently they tend to store
honey in the brood chamber until it gets so Consequently there must not be a queen
bound up there are no free cells left for the excluder between the brood chamber and other
queen to lay eggs. This overcrowded condition stores, because the bees may not go through
may lead to swarming.
it in cold weather and may consequently starve,
Those beekeepers who don’t use queen or they may go through and leave the queen
excluders suggest the following techniques to to die in the cold.
keep the queen from laying in the supers.
Bees like to work their way upwards as they
● Make sure the brood chamber does not consume stores because the heat from the
become ‘honey bound’. If there is no place cluster tends to make these stores more readily
left for the queen to lay, remove frames of accessible in the colder weather.
honey from the brood box and replace with
foundation or drawn comb.

Graham Pooley
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Photo source - southbees.com

Question - What is Propolis ?
Propolis is known as the cement of the beehive. What do Bees use Propolis For ?
It is sticky and usually darkish brown. Unlike
Bees use it as a sort of filler, to plug gaps. It
builder’s cement, it does not set completely
also strengthens the beehive, acting a bit like
hard but retains some of its stickiness.
lacquer does when it’s painted onto tissue
paper, like model makers do when they made
Even when dry, it is sticky, so sticky in fact that
model planes, it makes everything stiffer and
it can be a pain in the neck for a beekeeper.
stronger.
The word ‘propolis’ comes from the Greek ‘pro’,
Bees also use propolis mixed with beeswax to
which can be translated as ‘in front of’ and
cap the brood cells; this is thought to help
‘polis’, the word for ‘city’.
prevent the developing bees from catching
infections because of the antibacterial
Its composition varies a lot depending on the
properties of propolis.
season and the locality, but the main
components are as follows:Bees also use this handy substance to remodel
the hive. In the wild, ideal beehive sites are in
● Resin 50%
short supply, and sometimes the colony will
● Wax and fatty acids 30%
find a plot that maybe isn’t quite ideal. The
● Essential oils 10%
natural contours of the site can make the
● Pollen 5%
construction work a little tricky, and propolis
● Other compounds 5%
can be used to sort of smooth over the cracks
– for example if the opening into the hive ends
That final 5% is what makes things really
up just too big for safety, propolis is used to
interesting. Propolis is a very complex
remodel the entrance hall, so bigger intruders
substance. A 1998 study by A H Banskota of
can’t get in.
Toyama Medical and Pharmaceutical University
in Japan found an amazing 300 components.
Talking of intruders, if a mouse enters the hive
Some of these components are what make
the bees will sting it and four or five stings are
propolis such a great natural antibiotic and
enough to kill it. The bees then have a problem.
anti-fungal agent, properties which explain why
They’re not strong enough to carry the body of
propolis is so important.
the dead mouse out of the hive. Because of the
warmth of the hive, you can imagine that this
Where does Propolis Come From ?
could get nasty very quickly. Luckily, propolis
Interestingly, making propolis is a habit that comes to the rescue. The bees cover the body
honey bees in Asia haven’t taken up. It is only in a complete layer of propolis, using it to
literally mummify the corpse and because of its
honey bees in the Western world that do it !
antibiotic and anti-fungal properties, the layer
The bees look for sticky resins such as sap, they of propolis stops the body from contaminating
have been seen collecting it from the big sticky the hive.
buds that are found on some plants and trees.
They carry the resin back to the hive in the The ancient Egyptians are known to have used
same way as they carry pollen on the hairs of propolis just like this in their embalming
their back legs. The resin gets mixed with a Process.
little beeswax and hey presto, you have
Collecting Propolis
propolis ready for use.
We can collect propolis by using special frames
In a healthy hive, up to a pound of this bee
or a grille that replaces the inner cover of the
cement is stored as building supplies over the
hive. The bees don’t like all he holes in the grille
season, in case there is some unexpected
and proceed to ‘repair’ these windy gaps. After
damage to be repaired.
a while the grille is removed and placed in a
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refrigerator or freezer for a while to make the Buying Propolis
propolis more brittle, then the grille can be
flexed a little and the propolis cracks and falls It is worth pointing out that as with other bee
and honey products, propolis can cause an
off. You can also just scrape it off.
allergic reaction in some people, and it could
be serious. So if you are concerned about this,
What do we use Propolis for ?
seek the advice of your doctor before you take
Propolis, like other bee products, has been used or use propolis.
by mankind since ancient times. The Egyptians
used it for healing. Aristotle recommended it Although it is possible to chew on raw propolis,
for treating wounds, and Roman Centurions this isn’t necessarily to be recommended. It
carried it in their first-aid kits for the same doesn’t taste particularly nice and can lead to
an upset stomach.
purpose.
Even today it is used in Africa, as it always has There is a whole range of products specially
designed to give you the benefits of propolis
been, as a medicine and an adhesive.
without you having to digest the raw material.
It is widely acknowledged that propolis can kill
a wide range of microorganisms such as Here is a selection:bacteria, viruses and fungi, and is therefore an
Liquid Extract – this usually comes in a bottle
accepted treatment for wounds.
with a dropper and can be used on cuts, ear
Since the mid-1980s there has been a growing infections and as a mouth rinse.
revival in the use of propolis as people have Capsules – these contain a dose of propolis
turned
more
towards
complementary extract and are probably the closest to taking
medicines. The biggest importer of propolis is the raw material.
Japan. It may be this revival in propolis and the Toothpaste – packaged in a tube just like
resultant increase in its commercial value that regular toothpaste, this is a natural alternative
has prompted more research into its effects on to fluoride-based toothpastes.
health, and we have recently uncovered some
new and interesting benefits. For example, a
study by S Duarte and others in 2006 (one of
many) showed that propolis could be useful in
preventing tooth decay. Even more recently,
scientists have started to uncover tentative
evidence for some of the more dramatic claims Throat sprays – these often combine other
herbal extracts with propolis and are used as
that are made for this substance.
an alternative treatment for sore throats.
For example, a 2009 study by M Demestre and Lip balm – this takes advantage of the healing
colleagues at the Universitaets Klinikum properties of propolis for cracked and dry lips.
Eppendorf in Hamburg, Germany, reported that Lozenges – these are often a mix of honey and
propolis had been used successfully to kill propolis and are used for their possible
certain types of human cancer cells that had antibacterial properties – and because they
taste good.
been introduced into mice.
In spite of much research we still have nowhere
near a complete understanding of this product
and its benefits. The research is of varying
quality, and the conclusions about health
benefits, although positive, can only be viewed
as preliminary.

It is important to remember about possible
allergic reaction, and should you wish to
purchase, only to buy products from
established, reputable retailers.
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courtesy of Blackburn & East Lancs BKA

Website News
All New Items on the Members Website
The Members website is regularly updated and added too. If you have not visited the site and
was published, these are some items that may be new to you.
browsed since the last
Catch-up now … click on the items to view in full.

October in Your Apiary

SBKA Training Day - Bee Behaviour

Hopefully, by now, your 2014
Summer honey crop has been
extracted, food stores have
been replenished by feeding a
thick sugar syrup & you have at least started
varroa treatment.

This workshop is designed to appeal to
all beekeepers but will be of special
interest to those wishing to take the
BBKA Module 6 exam.

Bees have been feeding on ivy (Hedera Helix) through
most of September. This is the final crop for topping…

Dan Basterfield will discuss the behaviour of honey bees.
60 places available at £15 per person to include
refreshments and a light lunch.
Saturday 4th October 2014 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM

NBU Alert - Autumn Preparation

NHS Entries by 8th Oct.

Important message issued by FERA’s
National Bee Unit, 12/09/2014
We have received reports from our
Appointed Bee Inspectors that many colonies are
showing signs of high Varroa infestations and consequently bee deformities.
If you have not already done so, it may be …

Small Hive Beetle … in S-W Italy

Hard on the heels of our own show,
the normal closing date for entries to
the National Honey Show held in Weybridge is fast approaching on the 8th
October 2014.
Entries sent after this date may still be accepted
up to the 20th October 2014, provided the single late
entry fee of £5 is included.

October Tips Checklist

This ‘Small Hive Beetle Statement‘ is
issued by the David Aston NBD, Chair
BBKA Technical & Environmental
Committee,
for
circulation
to
Associations.

October is the month when you
should
complete
your
hive
preparations for the Winter.

“As members of the Bee Health Advisory Panel the
BBKA has today received the following
correspondence from the National Bee Unit …

By now you should have completed
feeding your bees to ensure they have sufficient stores
going into the Winter, if your bees do need any further
feed use fondant. The unusually warm weather through
the end of September and the availability off…

Sussex BKA Annual Convention

“Seeing is Beelieving” - Meeting

The Sussex Beekeepers’ Association
Annual Convention will be held in The
Ashdown Room at the Uckfield Civic
Centre, Uckfield TN22 1AE, on 15th
November 2014.
The event will commence at 9:30am and finish at
around 4:30pm.
The cost of attending the convention is £25 inc …

website

Meridian Beekeepers invite you to an
open meeting on Tuesday 7th October
2014, 7.15 pm for 7.30pm at St Peters
Church Hall, Free Street, Bishops
Waltham, Hampshire, SO32 1EE
Dr Chris Jackson will be giving a talk on
“Seeing is Beelieving”

Go to FRONT PAGE for HEADLINE NEWS, APIARY TASKS, FEATURED ANNOUNCEMENTS and
NEXT BIG EVENT items. Visit the NOTICE BOARD for all the latest general information and to the
KNOWLEDGE BASE for beekeeping skills information. To see Who’s Who, look under the
MEMBERSHIP tab, and ALL the available Diary Dates are under the EVENTS menu tab, plus more !
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