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Photo opportunity of the Month
Extraction is the easy part
As we undertake our honey extraction - consider
the difficulties some people face when collecting
their honey. The Gurung tribesmen of Nepal are
master honey hunters, risking their lives collecting
honey comb in the foothills of the Himalayas, using
nothing more than handmade rope ladders and
long sticks known as tangos. Most of the honey
bees’ nests are located on steep inaccessible,
south-west facing cliffs to avoid predators and for
increased exposure to direct sunlight.
For more information and pictures click here.
Got an unusual, topical, or interesting bee related image that
could be featured here?
Please send it to the editors today!

Dates for your Diary
Date

Event / Description

Aug, Fri 1st

Prep for Extraction Day (13:00 - 18:00)
Prepare the hall, set up equipment, collect supers.

Aug, Sat 2nd

Honey Extraction Day (09:30 - it’s finished!)
All hands to extracting the divisions summer crop.

Aug, Sat 2nd

Bee Health Clinic (10:00 - 3:00 )
Bring your samples to test for Nosema.

Aug, Sat 2nd

South Holmwood VPA (13:00 - 16:00)
Beekeeping display, sales of honey & hive products

Old School House, S.H.

Summer Apiary Meetings (18:30 - 20:00)

Andrew Buchanan

Aug, Weds 6th,
13th, 20th, 27th
Aug, Wed 6th

Venue / Contact
Newdigate Village Hall.
Andrew Cornwall
Newdigate Village Hall.
Andrew Cornwall
Newdigate Village Hall.
Bob Maurer
tba
Henfold Copse.

Henfold Copse.
Comb Brood Health Inspection Demos (18:30 - 20:00)
How to inspect for disease and discuss what to do if found. Celia Perry/Adam Leitch
Capel.

Aug, Sat 16th

Capel Show (from 12:00)
Beekeeping display, sales of honey and hive products

Aug, 24th -25th

Oxted & Edenbridge Show (time tba)
Beekeeping display, sales of honey and hive products

Oxted/Edenbridge.

Aug, Tue 26th

Closing Date for Microscopy Certificate Entry
Entry forms with fees required be submitted by this date

BBKA Exams.

Aug, Wed 27th

End of Season (Skittles) Party (from 20:00)
Beekeeping display, sales of honey and hive products

Surrey Oaks, Newdigate

Sep, Wed 3rd

1st Winter Meeting (19:30 - 21:30)
Jeremy Early, local author of wildlife books tbc

Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

More dates?

The Members website has the full year’s Diary Dates

Click Here

Comments about and contributions for publication in

Robin Sparkes
Robin Sparkes
Celia Perry
Andrew Buchanan

will be welcomed by the editors.

For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 25th of the preceding month.
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Please consider the environment before printing

Editorial
Recognition from Far and Wide - but more home comments please
nearly three years ago, and subsequent development of the division’s
Since the launch of
websites, we have received many positive comments from sources external to Reigate
Beekeepers. Recently there has been an increase in such comments; as well as a very significant
increase in the number of people viewing the Public site.
The ‘outside world’ does routinely provide us with compliments from other beekeeping
organisations about
and its content. And just as we reproduce articles from other
newsletters, our own articles are often appearing in their newsletters. The beekeeping newsletter
network is truly global with copies of
being read as far away as Australia.
In the 11 months since February last year, when the Members website was launched, 13,000
site content views were recorded. For the 7 months so far of this year, 10,000 views have
already been notched up, suggesting a 20% increase in viewing. Please keep up the exploration!
Our Public website is also receiving a lot more attention. So far this year, the 15,000 views have
already exceeded last years total of 14,000; suggesting an increased viewing rate of over 80%.
And not just by the public, but by beekeepers from other Associations, and prospective
beekeepers. It is not uncommon for us to read and hear about Reigate Beekeepers being selected
as ‘the club to join’ on the basis of the Public website.
We do not often receive direct feedback about
from our Reigate Beekeepers readers and
even less about the Members website. But our ‘systems’ inform us that both are being visited
and hopefully read! When we do receive comments, typically at a Wednesday Henfold gathering,
the comments are very much appreciated and do guide our future content.
But we would like to hear more from our internal, captive audience.
We are happy to interpret your ‘silence as approval’ but would be
happier still with a dialogue about how
and the Members
website work together for you!

Please Comment
Click to comment …
Richard & Graham
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Our website is updated much more regularly than this monthly
edition of
, so click on Members Website for lots more
information and, all the latest news and activity updates.
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Events News
Painshill Honey Bee Festival - 20th July
Reigate was one of four SBKA divisions that
participated in the Honey Bee Festival at
Painshill Park on the day. Briefed to provide a
‘Pollination’ themed informative display for
visitors, along with offering members a range
of honey and hive products for sale, we pitched
Pauline & Robin’s magnificent marquee at the
foot of the steps up to Painshill’s Visitor Centre.
In a ‘first’ for Reigate Beekeepers, the team
(below left to right) of Richard Bradfield, Robin
Sparkes, Pauline Sparkes, Dreen Legg,
Graham Pooley, Julie Thain, and Graham
Fyson (helping with the pm shift and not ‘captured’) all
had Reigate Beekeepers colour themed and
logo’d polo shirts to wear. Purchased by
ourselves, especially for the event.

Don’t we look fine … photo by Sandra Rickwood.

Summer BBQ on Saturday

12th

July

It was a lovely event, and as a relative
newbie to RBK, a fantastic opportunity
to sit down and relax with my husband
Doug, in the peaceful setting of
Henfold Copse; getting to know my
new beekeeping friends a little better!
Ever since joining the club earlier this year,
I have been made to feel exceptionally
welcome.

As well as displaying the set of six ‘Food for
Foragers’ posters about plants good for bees
created for our last Honey Show, a further three
posters had been produced by Graham P about
pollen and pollination. The tables were also
dressed with examples or fruits and vegetables
that rely heavily upon honey bees for
pollination. And for good measure Graham also
produced and donated professionally printed
copies of a double sided
Show Edition
hand-out that described Reigate Beekeepers’
facilities, courses and activities.

The format for the evening was that we all
So in addition to talking with a good number of
brought along our own meat, crockery, utensils,
visitors about pollen, pollination, beekeeping in
and something to sit on, plus a salad or dessert
general and Reigate Beekeepers in particular,
to share.
the sales of honey from at least three of our
There were somewhere around thirty of us keepers, honey mustard, honey marmalade and
there. The weather was very kind for the entire various balm potions also kept Pauline & Robin
evening. So much so that we all stayed until busy and happy with the days takings.
around 9.30.
Many thanks, again, to the team.
Richard Bradfield
With good food, plenty of drink and great
company, what better way to spend a summer's Copies of the Show Edition
are available for
evening!
handing out at other shows. And see the notice on
page 9 of this edition about ordering YOUR
Anna Slade
1st year beekeeper Reigate Beekeepers polo shirt and/or sweatshirt.
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Reigate Beekeepers Honey Show, October 11th 2014 …. Notice and Requests
October may seem a long way off, but you need visiting the show, to be staged once again at
to start thinking about and planning your the Priory School, Reigate.
entries into, and support for, our Honey Show.
Planning of the public displays,
The Schedule is now available and can be stalls and stands will be
downloaded to view directly from the Members managed by Show Secretary
Maggie Minter. Support and
website click here.
Printed copies will also be available from Entries active help from volunteers will
Secretary Celia Perry at Henfold during August be sought by Maggie during the
and at the first ‘Winter’ season meeting at next days; October 11th is only
ten weeks away.
Woodhatch during September.
Registration of entries opens by the end of Meanwhile do you have any white sheets, (not
August and, as for the past two years, will be fitted!) that could be donated, or Union flags
able to be done on-line. Printed registration or any WW1 or WW2 memorabilia that you
would be prepared to loan? Maggie is also
forms will also be available if needed.
looking for different types of empty hives (not
The Show theme this year is War National or WBC) for display on the day.
Time Beekeeping. The theme will be
Contact Maggie with offers of help and check
reflected both in some of the Show
the website for more details and updates.
Classes and in displays for the public

Bee Health with support from BDI
You all know how important it is to maintain good bee health in a colony.
This Summer we are having a two pronged attack on bee health
education assisted by a grant from Bee Disease Insurance Ltd. (BDI).

Adult Bee Disease Clinic
- Saturday 2nd August If you have not already arranged have samples of 30 bees from each of
your colonies inspected for Nosema, you can still drop them into the clinic during the
Saturday from 10:30 am.
The clinic will be held in the Newdigate Village Hall, along with the Honey Extraction.
Click here for advice about how to take samples of your bees.
Remember that testing your bees is an important part of your bee husbandry.
So ensure you take full advantage of this opportunity.
The testing charge is £1 per colony for the first 5 colonies and 50p per colony after that.
- followed by -

Demonstrations of Inspection and Testing for Brood Comb Diseases
- Wednesday 6th August At Henfold Copse apiary there will be demonstrations during the
evening meeting by Master Beekeepers and members who have trained
with the National Bee Unit at Sand Hutton.
You will see how to carry out a detailed inspection of brood comb for disease as well as the
use of a Lateral Flow Device to test suspect brood for EFB and AFB.
Discussion will follow about what should be done if the presence of
either of the Foul Broods is suspected.
Do make use of and participate in these important
educational activities for the well being of your bees.
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Apiary News

Thank You

to all the volunteers who so efficiently teamed up to tidy the
hedgerows and the Public Footpath at Henfold Copse on
Wednesday 9th June. A splendid job was done.

thank you

A special
to Roy Cottington who not only mows the
grass regularly at Henfold but has now undertaken the task of keeping the
grass under control at our Out-Apiary at Mickleham.
All your efforts are very much appreciated.

Andrew Buchanan

Winter Maintenance Team Required
Ever wondered what happens in our apiary at Henfold over Winter ?
As the Apiary Manager, I am pulling together a small team of volunteers to
help me maintain our bees ready for next years’ training sessions.
This will involve the team visiting the apiary on occasions between our
'closure' at the end of August and the first teaching session next Spring.
The first session will be to ensure all the colonies are ready for overwintering. Then there
will be routine tasks like hefting (I'll show you a more scientific method than is usual),
feeding, Spring varroa treatment, and further visits after snow or gales for example.
Please let me know if you can join the team - contact me on Wednesday at Henfold
or email at henfoldwinterteam@fetcham.prestel.co.uk
Neil Hallam

Topical News
A Black day at Blackhorse Apiaries

a report and appeal by Bob Maurer

All the Surrey divisions agreed recently to make
collections towards the re-equipping. I am
coordinating the Reigate donations.
I realise that many of you will not be aware of
Blackhorse Apiaries and this may not be
relevant or appropriate for you, but there are
quite a few of us who have benefited from time
spent at Blackhorse and know John.
Sadly there was a catastrophic fire at John So if that is you, and you would like to make a
Hamer’s Blackhorse Training Apiary near donation to help him, please come and find me
at Henfold Copse, email or give me a call.
Guildford during the 19th July.
The workshop, kit store, kitchen Those of you who visit the Surrey
(shown left) and classroom have been County Show will remember John as
all but destroyed. It appears that the convivial guy (right) in a smock
the fire was started by a faulty who makes skeps. You may not
freezer and not helped by a can of realise that the flying bees and
petrol for the mower standing next observation hives for the show are
all brought in by John.
to the freezer.
John planned an open day for Saturday 26th I will keep the collection going throughout
August. Thank you.
July and trooper that he is, this went ahead.
Bob Maurer
John intends to rebuild, but he will be eighty mob: 07740 707500
bob@maurer.uk.com
next month and is going to need some help.
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Grass Mowing image source - sodahead.com

New Beekeeping Experiences
Taking the Bait

by Gerald Gardiner

Quite a few of us will have had the experience
of watching a swarm disappear into the
distance, but I imagine only a few have seen
one arrive.
I wanted another colony, so for the first time
tried putting up a bait hive in the Spring on the
roof of a woodshed at the end of the garden some frames with used empty comb and some
extra scraped up propolis to add to the ‘beesy’
smell. The hive attracted a few bees almost
immediately, but they lost interest after an hour
or two. The same happened several times over
the next few months.

The swarm began to pour into the hive entrance
a bit like an audience rushing for the exits at
the end of a show, orderly but pushing and
shoving a bit so as not to miss the last train
home.
Twenty five minutes after the first appearance
of the bees, all that was visible was a few dozen
hovering around the entrance, with a steady
contented murmuring coming from inside the
box.
The whole experience was unforgettable and
strangely moving. Okay, I know they are just
insects, but they did seem to be in a relaxed
holiday mood, confident, organised and calm.
Reality then dawned – I had to get the hive
down from the shed! I gave the bees two hours
to settle, got out the step ladder, lifted the hive
roof cautiously and found I had not put a crown
board in. Already there were strips of new white
wax, and even a few completed cells, on the
underside of the roof. About half the bees were
clustered there and the rest were on the old
combs.

I managed to get the hive closed and strapped
up and got it onto a stand without accident and
the bees remained placid despite the bumping
Photo of the wooden framework used to
and shaking. The next day a lot of bees were
support the old National bait hive on the ivy covered
pitched roof of my shed
hovering around the hive apparently checking
out their new location, but few flying off. On
On a hot day in early July I came home from a the second day foragers were streaming out
weeks holiday and went up the garden to check and back and they now seem well settled.
my colonies. Glancing up at the bait hive I saw
a couple of dozen very agitated bees zooming A big thank you to whichever beekeeper kindly
around outside and running in and out of the supplied the swarm and gave me a fantastic
entrance. I watched for a couple of minutes and experience.
Gerald Gardiner
was about to go back to the house when I heard
an increasingly loud, peaceful humming and to Elevation of a bait hive appears to be a prime
my amazement realised that a sizeable swarm consideration, as demonstrated by Gerald’s bait hive
located high on top of his shed. Some experience
was slowly drifting over the hedge into the
even recommends a height of 4.5 m as optimum.
garden and towards the bait hive.
For more information about the design and location
of bait hives see the article in the July 2013 edition

The loose cloud of zigzagging bees was maybe
of
. Click here.
5 m from top to bottom and a good 10 m long.
The leaders began to land around the bait hive
entrance and in a few minutes there was a thick Please Leave a Comment
mass of bees. I was standing just a few feet
Click to comment on this item…
from the hive but was totally ignored.

August 2014
Page 6
All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated

Equipment News
Auction Report

by A Bidder

Way back in May this year, our annual Auction
of Bees and Beekeeping equipment was held at
the Mickleham apiary under dry and sunny
conditions.

ready to bid for them, with 62 potential buyers
registering, of which 46 eventually carried
something away with them at the end of the
day. In addition to RBKA members, many of
those potential buyers were from other Surrey
divisions and Associations including Sussex,
Kent and London.
Bidding for equipment was, in the main, quite
competitive after some hesitant starts. The mild
winter and early spring, had unsurprisingly,
resulted in a number of full and nuc colonies
going under the hammer; for respectable prices.
The total value of Lots sold was close to £4,500,
with commission income to RBKA of ~ £600.
In addition, four of the Sellers donated sales
receipts of ~£400 to RBKA.

Proceedings on the day were well
managed by, Malcolm Fry,
deputising
for
our
regular
Auctioneer and Auction organiser,
Andy Robinson. Malcolm was
directly assisted by Andrew
Cornwall, with admin support
provided by Andrew Buchanan
and Vince Gallo … to name but
a few of the team.

Meanwhile, the catering within the Village Hall,
organised by Maggie Minter, and supported
by Suzy Stevens, Celia Perry and others kept
the buyers (as well as the Health Clinic’s
microscopists and grinders) fed and watered
with bacon rolls, cakes, teas and coffee …
generating a further £160 in the process.

Also set-up within the Village Hall were Paynes;
offering a range of their equipment for sale,
The Catalogue had included some 187 lots and doing brisk business throughout the day.
entered by 16 sellers, including RBKA. Some
All in all a very good day for all.
members had also generously donated items
to RBKA for auction. And there were plenty Soon be time for the next one.

Long Cuff Gloves

by Adam Leitch

A few members have mentioned to me the
struggle they are having to find a supply of
long cuff disposable gloves.

1. PRO Ultrasafe Violet
Nitrile Glove Long Cuff, 6
mm thick with an extra
3”(7.6 cm) long cuff.

Please Click here for details.
The brand that was previously used by most
Bee Inspectors were Marigolds NT14B PF.
2. Healthline Hand Safe
But these now seem to be in very short
GN830 Latex and Powder
supply, although they are still listed still on
Free Blue Nitrile
the manufacturers website, click here.
Examination Gloves, with
300 mm Long Cuff.
I can suggest two possible alternatives, both
(Supplied in Small, Medium, Large &
of which are in use by the National Bee Unit,
Extra Large sizes.
although I have not tried either of them
myself as yet.
Please Click here for details.
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Questions & Answers
Question - How do you Deal with Laying Workers ?
What are laying workers ?
Even in a normal hive, about 1% of workers
have ovaries developed enough to lay
eggs. Normally it is the smell of the brood
pheromone that suppresses these laying
workers’ instinct to lay. However, if a colony
loses its queen and when the brood is gone,
laying workers can start laying. When a hive
has laying workers, it has many of them, not
just a single laying worker. A colony with laying
workers will not accept a new queen easily
because they consider themselves a queenright
colony. You cannot simply requeen a laying
worker hive, because they will try to kill the
new queen.
How do you know you have laying workers ?

a worker, allowing a queen to lay an egg at the
bottom of the cell. A queen will usually lay an
egg centred in the cell. Workers cannot reach
the bottom of normal depth cells, and will lay
eggs on the sides of the cell or off centre.

●

Drone brood in worker cells

All methods of identifying laying workers Another good indicator is drone brood in worker
involve inspection and examining the brood sized cells. Drones are raised in larger cells than
pattern and type. These are the signs:workers. Drone cells are recognisable by their
larger size, and they are capped with blunt
● Brood pattern is spotty
pointed cappings. Drones in worker cells are a
Laying workers lay eggs that lack the queen's sure sign of a failing queen or laying worker.
egg recognition pheromone, meaning that other
workers may remove the eggs. This results in
a spotty brood pattern, in which empty cells
are scattered heavily through capped brood.

What to do if you do have laying workers ?

●

You can’t just find the laying workers and kill
them. It’s a needle in a haystack. Besides, if
you happen to find one in the act of laying,
chances are high that there are several more.

Number of eggs in a cell

Queens will usually lay only a single egg to a
cell, but laying workers will lay multiple eggs
per cell. Multiple eggs however, are not an
absolute sign, because when a newly mated
queen begins laying, she may lay more than
one egg per cell.

1. The most recommended and practical
method, is to add a frame of open brood every
week until the colony rear a queen. Usually by
the second or third frame of open brood they
will start queen cells.
2. Put the laying worker hive over a queenright
● Position of egg in a cell
hive separated by a fine mesh screen which
This is a good indicator of a laying worker. A keeps them separate, but allows the
queen bee's abdomen is noticeably longer than pheromones to mix. The pheromones from the
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Photo sources Spotty Brood - beverleybees.com / Multiple Eggs - honeybeesuite.com / Drones - beeinformed.org

queen should suppress the laying workers.
After three weeks, shake the laying worker hive
out in front of the queenright hive. This method
appears to work well.
3. Place a queen in a push in cage - a cage
made of such as wire mesh that pushes into
the comb. This allows the new queen to lay and
spread her pheromones in the hive without
being accessible to the other bees trying to kill
her. After her pheromones and the pheromones
of her new open larva spreads, she can be
released from her cage. This works well
especially with a large cage placed over open
cells and emerging brood.
4. Introduce a queen cell. They may let the
queen emerge, usually they will tear it down.

5. Some bee keepers suggest uniting a colony
with laying workers with a strong queenright
colony, but often the outcome is the loss of the
queen. And the result is a even larger colony
with laying workers.
6. Finally a practical resolution used by some
commercial beekeepers. Just shake all the bees
from the colony with laying workers in front of
other hives and divide all the combs amongst
the hives. Several weeks after the shake out
undertake a split with some brood from your
strong colonies to reinstate the lost hive.
Information courtesy of a number of sources
including Dave Cushman’s web site
Graham Pooley

Members News
Reigate Beekeepers logo’d Shirts

by Richard Bradfield

You may have already spotted some distinctive Prices ?
polo shirts being worn at Henfold during the ● Polo Shirts are £12 for Child, £15 for
past couple of weeks.
Ladies and £16 for Mens sizes.
●
Sweat Shirts are £15 for Child and £19 for
By popular demand, what started as a way to
Adult (Unisex) sizes.
provide a ‘Reigate Team’ image for those
members manning our Painshill Park Bee The order form can now be downloaded from
Festival stand (see the report in this edition) the Members website click here.
… is now available to all members.
When sufficient individual paid orders have
Burgundy Polo shirts available in Ladies and been received to qualify for bulk discounts, the
orders will be placed with the supplier.
Mens’ sizes and Sweat
Prices have been set to adequately cover
Shirts available in Unisex
delivery charges should they be applied for
sizes are available, as are
small orders. However the first target is to
Childs sizes from age 7 -13
order at least 50 shirts at a time to qualify for
years of both.
All shirts have a stylish pink embroidered logo an initial bulk discount. But if 100+ can be
reached quickly, the double discount arising will
on the left chest that
make your Treasurer very happy; because all
represents the divisions’
profits will be going to the Education Space
‘hived bee’ motif and also
project fund.
promotes
the
public
website. Ideal for discretely spreading the Order these essential items now, suitable for
any occasion to proudly promote your division.
word about Reigate Beekeepers.

It’s Exam Results time and we have a number of
Members who have all earned a pat on the back.
Firstly, a commendation to …
Matt Bigwood for passing the Junior Assessment.
And for passing their Basic Assessments, well done to …
Dreen Legg, Sarah MacDonald, Roy Howard, Duncan King, Maggie Bourne.
Last but not least … praise indeed to Celia Perry for passing General Husbandry.
On behalf of all Reigate Beekeepers’ members … congratulations to all of you.
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Website News
All New Items on the Members Website
The Members website is regularly updated and added too. If you have not visited the site and
was published, these are some items that may be new to you.
browsed since the last
Catch-up now … click on the items to view in full.

Thank You to ‘Boundary Beaters’

August in Your Apiary

To all the volunteers who so
efficiently teamed up to tidy up the
hedgerows and the Public
Footpath at Henfold Copse on
Wednesday 9th June.

The party’s over! In most areas
the summer nectar flow was
finished by the 3rd week of
July.
The bees are enjoying a little
respite from their frantic summer activity of gathering nectar but, for beekeepers, August is one of the
busiest months of the year!

A splendid job was done. Your efforts …

Extract, Bottle & prepare for Assault

Brood Diseases Demo Insp & Test

Chances are that you will have some
honey of your own to extract, which will
need to be bottled.
Preparations for Autumn Varroa
treatments also need to be considered, for which
Apiguard, Oxalic and/or Acetic acid will be needed.

A big THANK YOU.

At Henfold Copse apiary on 6th
August, during our Wednesday
evening meeting, there will be
demonstrations provided by Master
Beekeepers and members who have
trained with the National Bee Unit at Sand Hutton.

Members can buy jars, lids and Varroa treatments …

You will see how to carry out a detailed inspection of
brood comb for disease, as well as the use of …

BBKA Exam Closing Dates - 2014

August Tips Checklist

BBKA Microscopy Certificate
The Microscopy Certificate exam will be held
in the Autumn and the closing date for you
to get your form to me is 26th August.

BBKA Modules 1-3 and 5-8
These Modules will be held on 8th November. The
closing date by which you must get your application to
me is 23rd September…

Extraction Day(s) 2014

August is the month when the main
extraction of honey takes place.
Some beekeepers suggest no honey
is removed until one week after the
main flow has ceased, which they say allows the
bees to settle down and become less aggressive.
The queen’s rate of laying will begin to slow, and the
colony size will begin to decrease …

Honey Bee Winter Loss 2013-14

When ?

Friday 1st (afternoon) &
Saturday 2nd August (all day).

Where ?

Newdigate Village Hall.

The honey bee protection network
COLOSS1 has today announced the
preliminary results of an international
study to investigate honey bee winter
colony losses.

Why such a big ‘hullabaloo ?
There are two objectives of this exercise:
1. Extract honey RBKA sells at shows & other events.
2. Teach newer members how to use the various …

website

Data were collected from Israel and Algeria and 19
European countries. In total 17,135 respondents provided
overwintering mortality and other data of …

Go to FRONT PAGE for HEADLINE NEWS, APIARY TASKS, FEATURED ANNOUNCEMENTS and
NEXT BIG EVENT items. Visit the NOTICE BOARD for all the latest general information and to the
KNOWLEDGE BASE for beekeeping skills information. To see Who’s Who, look under the
MEMBERSHIP tab, and ALL the available Diary Dates are under the EVENTS menu tab, plus more !
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