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Photo opportunity of the Month
Bumble Bee is Top of the Class
Fortunately, not all bumble bees are a pain
in the aspirations of trophy seekers.
This fine summery image of Bombus
terrestris, or possibly Bombus luorum, but
certainly NOT Bombus hypnorum, was able
to earn Bob Maurer First Place in the
Photograph class at the South of England
Honey Show during June.
It also also serves as a precursor to an
intended article next month about bumble
bees … love ‘em or hate ‘em.
Got an unusual, topical, or interesting bee related
image that could be featured here?
Please send it to the editors today!

Dates for your Diary
Date

Event / Description

Venue / Contact

Summer Apiary Meetings (18:30 - 20:00)

Henfold Copse.
Andrew Buchanan

July, Weds
2nd, 9th, 16th,
23rd & 30th.

July, Sun 6th

Gatton Country Fair (12:00 - 17:00)
Beekeeping display, sales of honey & hive products

July, Sat 12th

BBKA Basic Assessment (10:00 - 12:00)

July, Sat 12th

Summer BBQ (17:00 - 20:00)
Informal party time gathering around the coals.

July, Sun 13th

RSPCA Family Fun Day (12:00 - 17:00)
Beekeeping display, sales of honey & hive products

July, Sun 20th

Painshill Honey Bee Festival (11:00 - 16:00)
SBKA Divisions with stands promoting the Honey Bee.

July, Sat 26th

Leigh Flower Show (12:00 - 17:00)
Beekeeping display, sales of honey & hive products

Aug, Fri 1st

Prep for Extraction Day (13:00 - 18:00)
Prepare the hall, set up equipment, collect supers.

Aug, Sat 2nd

Honey Extraction Day (09:30 - it’s finished!)
All hands to extracting the divisions summer crop.

Aug, Sat 2nd

Bee Health Clinic (10:00 - 3:00 )
Bring your sampes to test for Nosema.

Aug, Sat 2nd

South Holmwood VPA (13:00 - 16:00)
Beekeeping display, sales of honey & hive products

More dates?

The Members website has the full year’s Diary Dates

Comments about and contributions for publication in

Gatton Park, Reigate
Jack Chapman
Henfold Copse
Celia Perry
Henfold Copse.
Paul Cleaver
South Godstone
Mike Hill
Painshill, Cobham.
Richard Bradfield
Leigh Recreation Grd.
tba
Newdigate Village Hall.
Andrew Cornwall
Newdigate Village Hall.
Andrew Cornwall
Newdigate Village Hall.
Bob Maurer
Old School House, S.H.

tba
Click Here

will be welcomed by the editors.

For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 25th of the preceding month.
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Please consider the environment before printing

Editorial
Events, dear boy, events.
The beekeeper’s question prompting such as an answer could have been ……….
What’s happening this month ?
A scan through the ‘Dates for your Diary’ this month and appeals in this edition for assistance
helping at Summer stalls, submitting grant applications, clearing pathways, extracting the
divisions honey, and even sample prepping at the Health Clinic; all serve to confirm that there
is much to be involved with and needing to be done.
And all this is even before you go on to check out and follow the To-Do lists in the ‘July Tips
Checklist’ and ‘July in Your Apiary’ posts to be found on the Members website. So don’t think
you can sneak off on holiday, just because it’s ‘turned out nice’.
The many shows and events that Reigate attend fly the flag for beekeeping in general and
Reigate Beekeepers in particular. They provide wonderful opportunities for you to share your
own enthusiasm (and possible frustrations) about beekeeping with a public eager to understand
more. Just make sure you are prepared for the inevitable opening question “How are the bees
doing ?” If there is a show in your locality ask if you could help in some, however small, way.
Eventful goings-on within the brood cells, literally fleshing out the transitions from egg to pupa,
to emerging bee are provided in a useful table in this
. Then there is the issue of waiting
for that new queen to commence laying. Some observations about events and indicators within
the hive that you could be looking out for, are made in ‘Is there a Queen in My Hive ?’ There is
also news of an important new BDI supported instructional event about identifying comb diseases
that is to be presented by our very own top rung beekeepers in August.
And finally, if you think you are struggling with drumming up equipment at short notice to deal
with swarms and colony divisions, planned or otherwise; consider the eventful tale we reproduce
of a WWI soldier turning his hand to beekeeping in the trenches.
Richard & Graham
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Events News
Summer BBQ at Henfold - 12th July

Painshill Honey Bee Festival - 20th July

Don’t forget to come along to this
annual event and join in the informal
get-together of members, families
and friends at Henfold Copse.
Commencing at 5:00 pm, hot BBQ coals to
cook on and shelter from the blazing sun will
both be provided.

SBKA are participating in this event to provide
an opportunity for visitors to ‘Taste and buy
some of the finest local honey, …Discover other
hive products, …Find out about beekeeping’.

Just let Paul Cleaver know in advance that
you will be coming and whether you will be
bringing either a salad or a pudding to share.
It really is no more complicated than that.

If you have really local (to Painshill) honey, that
is able to be sold on the day from our stand,
do also contact either Robin Sparkes or Eddie
Webster.

Each division will be providing its own themed
stand. Reigate’s will be about Pollination.
Displays are being readied about ‘Pollination by
You will just need to bring both yourselves the Bees and Pollen for the Bees’.
Reigate members ‘Products from the hive’ will
together with:also be on sale from our stands.
·
Something to cook
·
Something to eat off/with
If you would like to be involved in the telling
of the pollination story, or helping with the
·
Something to drink, and drink from
preparation and set-up, do please contact
·
Some salad or a pudding to share
·
Something to sit on (picnic chairs, mat) Richard Bradfield.

To keep up-to-date with final arrangements You can leave a message, via the Painshill
nearer the day, do please check the website notice on the Members Website. click here.
post, click here.

South of England Honey Show Report

by Pauline Sparkes

A Thank You to everyone at Reigate who took So, congratulations to them.
the trouble to make the SoE Show on the 5th-7th ‘Firsts’ were also achieved by:
June, a great success.
Bob Maurer for …
Once again, this year the Honey Show earned
Class 10 - A Photograph
Blue Ribbon status, there being 110+ entries.
Andrew Boagey for …
Class 12 - Novice 1 lb Honey
Class 20 - Jar Crystallised Honey Gift
Class 22 - Beeswax Blocks x3 Gift
Celia Perry for …
And that was mostly due to 11 Reigate
members, who between them entered an
impressive 58 exhibits.

Class 14 - Sweet Mead
Liz Diprose for …

The Blue Ribbon (Best in Show) was won by
R Champion for Class 2 - 2 jars of Light Honey.

Class 15 - Honey Cake
Class 23 - Honey Biscuits.

Other Reigate entrants included William
The SoE Challenge Trophy (most points in
Boagey, Malcolm Fry, Tom Moremon, Robin
the Honey Classes), was won by R Bond.
Sparkes, Ray Turner & Richard Woodhouse.
The D.H.Wilkin’s Trophy was won by Celia
Thank you once again and I look forward to a
Perry and Maggie Minter for their entry in
great response next year.
the Class 1 - Bounty of the Hive.
Pauline
Their inventive entry was of 6 items ‘from the For the full set of results visit the SoE Show
hive’ mounted on a black WBC shaped board. report on the Members website, click here.
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Extraction 2014

Taster Day 2014 - A Great Success
My heartfelt thanks to everyone who helped
with this year’s Taster Day. We had 16
members of the public attend, including one
child. As so often, there were lots of last
minute changes, but everything ran very
smoothly on the day.

When ? Friday 1st & Saturday 2nd August
Where ? Newdigate Village Hall
Why such a big ‘hullabaloo ?
There are two objectives of this exercise:

1. To extract the honey that RBKA sells at
This was the first time that I had taken charge
shows and other events.
of organising the day. I included more practical
2.
To
teach newer members how to use
sessions and trimmed the theory sessions a
the
various types of equipment
little to accommodate this. Even so, we
available.
inevitably caused information overload in all
those who attended.
Help will be required on the Friday from 1.00
pm until early evening; both to set up the hall
and to collect and deliver the equipment and
supers from Henfold. Help will also be required
through Saturday from both newer members
and from mentors.
On Saturday, there will be a number of
stations around the hall. Each station will be
supervised by an experienced member and will
be set up with different types of equipment.
During the day newer members will progress
around the stations, gaining practical
experience of different types of uncapping
trays and extractors.

The foremost thing that I had planned to do
this year was to change the PowerPoint slides.
That didn’t get done, as I got side-tracked with
other tasks for RBKA, not to mention
everything in my non-beekeeping life. So next
year, I will be starting anew with the
presentations and consulting with members to
design a new programme for teaching some The Contract !
basic theory.
If you choose to come along to help, you are
Once again, my thanks to the many members expected to stay until the very end. We will
who helped make the day such a great success. start at 9.30 am sharp on Saturday and
Andrew Cornwall continue until all the honey is extracted, all
Education Co-Ordinator equipment is cleaned up and everything is
loaded up to be taken away.
And those members included: Jack Chapman,
Paul Cleaver, Andrew Cornwall, Vince RBKA will provide teas, coffees, squash and
Gallo, Sue Hickson, Mike Hill, Janet Kay, biscuits. You bring your own packed lunch.
Bob Maurer, Gill Simpson, Richard Stuart RBKA will provide gloves and all necessary
and Jon Tyres, and even a queen got involved… supplies; except if you have long hair, please
have it tied back on the day.
Jack had been making weekly inspections at his
Members who have attended previous events
out apiary the same morning. One colony had
have found it very useful to see just what is
swarmed the previous week and he now
required when extracting and to see which
harvested 3 sealed queen cells from the hive.
equipment they would like to hire from RBKA
Returning, Jack dropped by Mickleham for the
to do their own extractions.
Taster Day, thinking there would be interest in
seeing queen cells. He also had a complete How do I sign up?
frame of eggs to show. At Mickleham, Bob was
presented with and opened the box of queen There will be a sign-up sheet on a clipboard at
cells. Out flew a virgin queen from one of the Henfold Copse on Wednesday evenings or you
cells (born in transit!). Attracted by the supers, can send a message to me by clicking this link
she returned to Jack’s open car and was popped
Andrew Cornwall
into a queen cage for the delegates to also see.
Education Co-Ordinator
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Bee Health with support from BDI
You all know how important it is to maintain good bee health in a colony.
This Summer we are having a two pronged attack on bee health
education assisted by a grant from Bee Disease Insurance Ltd. (BDI).

Adult Bee Disease Clinic
- Saturday 2nd August This clinic will concentrate on Nosema sp.
If time permits, testing for acarine may also be
undertaken, so members can see how it is done.
The clinic will be held in the Newdigate Village Hall, in
hopefully not too sticky a conjunction with the Honey
Extraction that will be under way.
Click here for advice about how to take samples of your bees.
Testing your bees is an important part of your bee husbandry. So ensure you take full
advantage of this opportunity. Samples can be delivered to Henfold from 10:30 am on
Saturday 2nd, or if that is not possible there are three other options :(1) You can bring them to Henfold Copse on Wednesday 30th July
(2) Leave them in a wooden box outside Bob Maurer’s house, (19 Fairlawn Drive,
Redhill, RH1 6JP), from Wednesday 30th July until 8:00 am on Saturday 2nd August.
(3) Supply them to another willing member who will be delivering his samples somehow.
We also need volunteers on the day to prepare samples for testing.
If you are able to assist please advise Bob - 07740 707500 or bob@maurer.uk.com
The testing charge is £1 per colony for the first 5 colonies and 50p per colony after that.
- followed by -

Demonstrations of Inspection and Testing for Brood Comb Diseases
- Wednesday 6th August At Henfold Copse apiary there will be demonstrations
during the evening meeting by Master Beekeepers and members
who have trained with the National Bee Unit at Sand Hutton.
You will see how to carry out a detailed inspection of brood
comb for disease as well as the use of a Lateral Flow Device
to test suspect brood for European Foul Brood and American Foul Brood.
Discussion will follow about what should be done if the presence of
either of the Foul Broods is suspected.
Do make use of and participate in these important
educational activities for the well being of your bees.

Anaphylactic Shock/First Training
SBKA is considering organising a course to raise awareness of emergency treatments in
situations such as anaphylactic shock, stroke, heart attack and general first aid.
The course would last for 4 hours and be delivered by a specialised qualified nurse. The cost would be
£30 per person and would require a minimum of 6 people to attend to make it viable to run (max 15).
If you would consider attending this, please could you email liz.knee@googlemail.com so she can
gauge level interest before we make any firm arrangements.
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Members News
Reigate Beekeepers would like to congratulate the following
members who achieved success in the BBKA module exams they
took in March
Alan Berridge : Modules 2 and 7
Paul Cleaver : Module 2
Tim Walford : Module 1
As a result of his success Alan now has the Intermediate Theory Certificate in Beekeeping.
All certificates will be presented at the AGM in November.

Raising Money for the Education Space Project

by Andrew Cornwall

Please Help! I am urgently needing volunteer Members to take on some responsibility for
submitting Grant Applications for the Education Space Project.
It requires attention to detail, but the hard work has already been done. I have already generated
a comprehensive list of possible grant sources and written a funding document to support our
grant applications. I simply do not have the time to write and submit the actual grant applications
themselves due to other RBKA commitments.
If you would like to volunteer or just read about and discuss what is involved in more detail,
click here and/or get in touch with me directly please.
Andrew

Record Breaking Farmers Market

by Richard Woodhouse

Despite a forecast of heavy showers, decent weather during June’s Reigate Farmers Market
enabled over 100 lbs of honey to be sold, resulting in our highest turnover yet of nearly £760!
Congratulations to my fellow stall minders Malcolm Broatch, Cyril Humphries, and
particularly to Eddie Webster for setting up a brilliant display. And many thanks to all our
suppliers of stock.
We had a lovely range of honeys, including some spring extractions, from Malcolm Broatch,
Tim Burke, Meriel Spalding, Paul Cleaver, Colin Clement, Adam Leitch, Chris Peers,
Eddie Webster, and myself. We also had lovely wax candles from Malcolm Fry, hand cream
from Malcolm Broatch, show standard honeycomb from Tim Burke, and honey mustard from
Eddie Webster.
Richard

Apiary News
Beating the Bound(arie)s
Volunteers are requested please to form a
working party, armed with secateurs,
strimmers, shears and scythes to clear the
public footpath that runs along the eastern
boundary of Henfold Copse. For more details,
click here.
It is not just about being public spirited, the
path is within our boundary, even though it is
‘outside’ the fence and newly planted hedge.

The more the merrier and the quicker the job
can be accomplished.
Could you help pitch in from 5 pm until 6
pm latest on the 9th July, before the
evening Apiary meeting and training
commences ?
If so, please contact Andrew Buchanan
via email andrewb38@btinternet.com
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Swarm Stories
Tree Honey bees - Shaken but not to be Stirred

by Richard Bradfield

No, not another account of Bombus Hypnorum, A plan was agreed with the tree surgeons.
but rather a story of an attempt to rescue a
feral colony of honey bees from a nest site
I would close up the nest
inside an ailing Oak tree.
site with mesh stapled and
taped in place over the two
The "Swarm" call came from Hedges ’n’ Trees,
entrances the evening
tree surgeons based in Epsom, about bees in a
before the tree was to be
tree to be felled in an East Horsely garden …
felled. That would allow all
could I advise how to ‘deal’ with them.
the lateral branches to be
The first visit quickly and easily identified the
removed the next day and
occupants as honey bees, and the householders
the trunk taken off to just
had seen a clustered swarm hanging from
above where we expected
another tree in their garden a week earlier.
the top of the cavity; before
Two BIG unknowns remained.
I arrived to see the fun part.
1. Had that earlier swarm emerged from
the tree nest site and then departed Richard details the sequence of events that
leaving half an already established unfolded, illustrated with photographs taken at
colony in situ, or had it found the vacant the time…. but just what was the outcome ?
nest site and only recently moved in ?
2. How large was the cavity in the tree and To view and read the full story, visit the Gallery
in the Members Website …. or click here.
how much of it was occupied ?

PolyNucs, Swarms & Ventilation - a Warning!
We are all scrabbling around for equipment to
use to house captured swarms this year and
inevitably our Swarm Collectors’ recommended
use of full sized brood boxes is presently not
always able to be followed. Needs must in times
of ‘swarm glut’.

turned to the ventilation sector. Straps were
applied to secure the lid, and it was easily lifted
down from the hedge, into the owner’s car boot
and transported to its new site.
Later that evening, the “sound of running
water” was coming from the box. Thinking that
there could be a ventilation issue, the entrance
disc was immediately turned to the QE sector.
However, by the morning, other than a few
bees on the outside of the entrance, all was
eerily quiet. Inside, tragically the entire colony
had died out … clearly due to having overheated.

Light weight PolyNuc’s offer some obvious
advantages. And so it seemed when hiving a
reasonably sized prime swarm clustered on a
a tree branch, hanging conveniently over a firm
flat topped hedge. The PolyNuc had been
prepared for its role, filled with frames of clean
foundation and a piece of cardboard over the So, some learning's to pass on and heed.
floor’s mesh panel … to provide the dark,
● Nuc’s whether wood or poly, are not large
secure, draft free habitat a swarm is seeking.
enough to house prime swarms.
With frames temporarily removed, the cluster
● In warm weather (as is usual for swarms)
was lowered through the open top of the box.
ensure adequate ventilation is provided.
Replacing the frames, allowing them to gently
● If your PolyNuc does not already include roof
‘sink’ through the mass of bees on the floor
ventilation (as this one didn’t) make/use a
took a few minutes, but the roof was soon able
secure travelling screen under a raised lid.
to be added. The PolyNuc was then left on top
● When using PolyNuc's for swarms, do not
of the hedge with entrance fully open until it
cover the mesh floor. Indeed ensure free air
was to be collected at dusk.
flow through the floor in transit and in situ.
With only a couple of dozen bees remaining at ● Mist spray water down through the top
dusk on the outside (including underneath on
screen or up through the floor screen,
transfer a prime swarm to full size box ASAP.
the mesh) the PolyNuc's entrance disc was
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New Beekeeping Experiences
Is there a Queen in My Hive ?
With all the recent swarming activity you may ● The colony ‘sounds right’, and is well behaved.
be experiencing the apparent absence of a
laying queen in a post swarmed colony, and ● There are polished cells in the centre of the
brood area ready for the queen to use
like me wondering how long will this be the
case, and should you take any action.
● The colony is still working and appears
organised.
The text books suggest that the queen should
be mated within 21 days of emerging, and no
later than 28 days, or she may become too old ● There are no signs of laying workers, such as
lots of drone brood and a poor pattern of
and start ‘drone laying’.
brood cells.
This may be true, but after mating she may not
start laying straight away. If there is lack of Conversely there are also signs that indicate
forage, and consequently incoming food, the there is no queen present.
workers may not feed the queen profusely ● A queenless colony will roar, be agitated and
enough to stimulate laying. It can take up to
of poor temper.
six week after emerging for the queen to start
laying.
● There is a lack of colony cohesion and
organised behaviour.
This has certainly been the case with one of my
hives from which I transferred the queen to ● Brood cells in the centre of the brood area
prevent swarming, and now 40 days later the
being filled with nectar.
new queen appears to have started laying.
If after being patient for a suitable time you
still do not see eggs or larvae, it may be wise
to insert a ‘test frame’. This is a frame with
eggs and young brood from another colony.
Insert it in the doubtful colony, marking it with
a drawing pin, and wait 3-5 days. Then examine
the frame, if you see drawn out queen cells this
suggests there is no queen present.
If there are no queen cells on the test frame,
you will need to be more patient, and hope
there is a reluctant queen that will start laying,
and that she is not drone layer or that workers
So what is the message - sit tight and be
start laying. Beekeeping is a mixture of many
patient, as so often in beekeeping the ‘bees
things, including a large dose of good luck !
know what they are doing’.
This is easy to say but not so easy to accept as
a new keen beekeeper. There are some signs
which indicate that there is a queen present.

Graham Pooley
information adapted from Warwickshire BKA

Horticultural News
It’s another beekeeping myth !
The message from Coral Lloyd this month is about the June gap. Or more correctly “what June
gap?” As she strolled around her garden last month she noted the lavender, campanula,
cranesbill geraniums etc. were covered in bees, and the lime trees in her road are covered in
flower this year. And she hopes that forage for other Reigate beekeeper’s bees is just as abundant.
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Queen Photo source - wiggledanceforme.wordpress.com

Questions & Answers
Please send your questions and queries to the editors and we will seek out
an answer or explanation to publish in a future issue.
Question - What are the Early Stages in Honey Bee Development ?
Most beekeepers are familiar with the key ● Bee emerges - day 16 (queen), day 21
timings of early bee development, namely:
(worker), day 24 (drone).
● Egg in open cell - day 3
The following table provides more detail of the
● Cell sealed - day 8 (queen), day 8-9 (worker), individual stages of this early development.
day 10 (drone)

Egg, Larval and Pupal Stages in the Early Life of the Honey Bee
Description
Worker (Days)
Queen (Days)
Drone (Days)
Egg & Open Cell
3
3
3
st
Larva 1 Moult
3.5
3.5
4
nd
Larva 2 Moult
4.5
4.5
5
rd
Larva 3 Moult
5.5
5.5
6
th
Larva 4 Moult
6.5
6.5
7
Cell Sealed
8-9
8
10
Spinning Cocoon
10
9
12
th
Propupa inside 5
Larval Skin
th
5 Moult tp Pupa
11
10
14
Pupa Eyes Pale Red
14
Pupa Eyes Red
15
12
Pupa Eyes Purple,
17
13
Thorax Yellow
Pupa Abdomen Yellow
18
14
Pupa Antennae
19
Darken
Moult to Adult
20
15
22.5
Emerges from Cell
21
16
24
Mature & Ready to
20
37
Mate
Table of early stage development - courtesy of Bournemouth & Dorset South BKA
For further information about the development, the various roles, and life span of the honey
bee and their colony see
edition July 2012.
Question - What Advice can I give about Avoiding Bee Stings ?
A topical question during this time of warm
weather, bee activity and plenty of swarms.
Most types of bees in the UK are not highly
defensive and mean no more harm than does
a fly. Notable however, are the social bees such
as honey bees and bumble bees, (particularly

the Tree Bumble Bee which we have featured
in recent editions of
). These types of
bees can be quite defensive around their nest,
but under other normal circumstances have no
desire to sting.
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During activities such as picnicking and hiking, ● Blow or gently brush the insect away. DO
you may be at greater risk of being stung
NOT swat or wave at the insect. Slow
because you place yourself in greater proximity
gentle movement is always best.
with insects. Avoiding nests, being aware, and ● Scout out the area for nests or potential
remaining calm are your best strategies.
problems before you choose that ‘perfect’
spot to picnic or rest.
To help avoid being stung, the following
suggestions should be useful:Try to explain to others that these insects are
beneficial either as pollinators (bees), or in
● When hiking, wear boots or proper footwear. consuming other insects. Do not destroy them
● Avoid perfume, cologne, hair spray, suntan unnecessarily. They will not sting without cause.
lotion or other fragrances that might attract
curious insects.
If you are stung, the best first action is to
● Wear dull tan or white coloured clothing remove the sting (if present), by such as
which is not baggy and could trap an insect. scraping with your thumb nail. Then apply
● Standard repellents are often not effective an ice pack, or try rubbing the sting site
against stinging insects.
with a soluble aspirin that has been licked
● When picnicking, keep all food covered to make a paste, this may reduce swelling
except during mealtime (this applies to and itching. Apply a suitable cream or swallow
sweets and meats). Pay special attention a medicine such as Piriton to counter the
to open soft drink containers and glasses, action of the venom. But remember nothing
to be sure there are no ‘visitors’ are should be taken without prior confirmation
on or in the vessel before you take a from your doctor.
drink.
● Do not eat or rest too near waste bins. Food If you are allergic to a particular stinging insect,
debris will be a major attraction to some of carry an epiphrine kit with you or have
these insects, especially in the Autumn.
immediate access to one. See your doctor!
● If an insect lands on you or your food, do not
courtesy of Nottinghamshie BKA
become alarmed. They are only investigating
or foraging.

Topical News
The Sergeant’s Bees - A WW1 Story
At this historic centenary, and still amongst the Having learned by watching his father-in-law's
‘swarm season’ we include this topical tale.
beekeeping exploits he procured an old biscuit
tin and, with an old gas mask as a veil and using
the stick of a Stokes' bomb, swept the swarm
into the tin.
Returning to the cave where he was camped with
his men, the sergeant asked about for anyone
with carpentry skills. Amongst the ruins of a
French chateau, timber and glass were salvaged
and a hive assembled. Glass sides were added
as there was no chance of making frames, and
so the bees could be observed undisturbed. With
During World War I, a soldier, during a tour in the hive protected on three sides from shrapnel
France, came to beekeeping by an unusual route. by a turf bank, the bees seemed undisturbed by
the regular heavy bombardments and thrived.
Following the catastrophic Somme campaign of For some weeks the soldiers and officers would
1917, a young sergeant found himself in heavy come to see the ‘Sergeant's Bees’.
fighting to secure the Hindenburg line. On arrival
at a small village where they were to be Honey was harvested, with difficulty, the combs
stationed, one of his men reported a swarm of and bees being well-adhered to the roof. It
bees hanging from a cross in the local cemetery. seems that the soldiers were unperturbed at
consuming brood as it provided added protein.
He ordered his men to leave well alone. Later in
As the army moved forward, sadly the sergeant
the day, with the village burning and all but
destroyed, he walked to the cemetery where was forced to leave his bees behind.
almost alone, stood a marble crucifix and
hanging from this was a large Swarm.
courtesy of Ludlow & District BKA
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WW1 image source - www.wessexscene.co.uk

The Cause of Colony Collapse Disorder
The mysterious mass die-offs of honey bees suggesting that pollen should be monitored as
that have wiped out roughly a third of a potentially significant source of host-jumping
commercial colonies each year since 2006 may infections.
be linked to a rapidly mutating virus that
jumped from tobacco plants to soy plants to
bees, according to a new study. The research
found that the increase in honeybee deaths that
generally starts in Autumn and peaks in Winter
was correlated with increasing infections by a
variant of the tobacco ringspot virus.
The virus is found in pollen that bees pick up
while foraging, and it may be spread as the
bees mix saliva and nectar with pollen to make
‘bee bread’ for larvae to eat. Mites that feed on
the bees may also be involved in transmitting
the virus, the researchers said. Among the
study’s authors are leading researchers
investigating the bee deaths at American
universities and at the Chinese Academy of
Agricultural Sciences in Beijing.

The tobacco virus is an RNA virus: usually a
single strand of genetic material that mutates
faster than other pathogens and so is adept at
devising workarounds to its hosts’ defences. In
humans, diseases caused by RNA viruses
include AIDS, influenza and some strains of
Their research offers one explanation for colony hepatitis.
collapse disorder, in which bees have died at
more than twice the usual rate since it was That rapid mutation rate also allows RNA
viruses to switch hosts more rapidly than
identified seven years ago.
conventional pathogens, with the tobacco virus
But most researchers, including the study’s jumping to bees just as influenza has leapt to
authors, suspect that a host of viruses, humans from pigs and chickens. The tobacco
parasites and, perhaps, other factors like virus is believed to attack honeybees’ nervous
pesticides are working in combination to systems.
weaken colonies and increase the death rate.
Honeybees are crucial to the production of
crops that make up a quarter of Americans’
diet, the Agriculture Department says, and
pollination adds about $15 billion to the crops’
value each year.
The infection of bees by the tobacco ringspot
virus, spotted by chance during a screening of
bees and pollen for rare viruses, is the first
known instance in which a virus jumped from
pollen to bees. About one in 20 plant viruses is
found in pollen, the researchers wrote,

Monitoring 10 colonies kept at the Agriculture
Department’s
Maryland
laboratories,
researchers found that the share of bees
infected with the virus rose to 22.5 percent in
winter from 7 percent in the spring. In weak
colonies — those heavily infected with tobacco
ringspot or other viruses — deaths began rising
sharply in late autumn. Researchers said the
strong colonies that survived the winter showed
no trace of either the tobacco virus or a second
one, Israeli acute paralysis virus, that may also
play a role in colony collapse disorder.
courtesy of the New York Times

Bee Facts

Did you know ?

Bees must collect nectar from about 2 million flowers to make 1 pound of honey. It requires
556 worker bees to gather a pound of honey.
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Website News
All New Items on the Members Website
The Members website is regularly updated and added too. If you have not visited the site and
browsed since the last
was published, these are some items that may be new to you.
Catch-up now … click on the items to view in full.

July in Your Apiary

Surrey County Honey Show Results

The Nectar Party Is (Nearly) Over!
The temperature in June 2014 was
close to the June average but, with
lower than average rainfall (& much
lower than the last 2 years, which
were also unseasonably cool) The swarming season
peaked in mid May but, has continued at a high level
throughout June. Many thanks to our Swam Collection
Team who have worked tirelessly during this …

Summer BBQ - Saturday 12th July

The Honey Tent was once again
one of the star attractions at this
years show held in Stoke Park,
Guildford on the Spring Bank
Holiday Monday. Although, it
might be said, due in part to it being a tent
and (well almost) water proof.

South of England Show 2014 Results

Celebrate the summer at our informal
event for members, families and friends
alike to enjoy each others company. To
be held at the Henfold Copse Apiary,
commencing at 5:00pm on the 12th July.

A message of thanks from
Pauline Sparkes to everyone at
Reigate who took the trouble to
make the SoE (held 5-7th June)
such a great success …

Hot coals to cook on will be provided, as will gazebos to
shelter under in some shade from the hoped for sunshine.
You just need to bring …

We were awarded the Blue Ribbon once again this year
for over 110 entries, and that was mostly due to Reigate
members.

July Tips Checklist

Bees for Sale
For sale: 2 Nucleus Colonies of bees.

In July our bees should be at their
maximum strength to take full
advantage of the summer flowers.

Each has an established 2014 marked,
mated and laying queen.

Although we are now past the longest
day and the queen will be reducing her rate of laying
eggs, we still need to ensure that the queen has space
to lay and our colonies have enough space to store
nectar and pollen…

contact Neil Hallam at Henfold on Wednesday or call
on 07540 171973. Price excludes hive parts …

BIBBA 50th Anniversary Conference

Volunteers to ‘Beat the Boundary’

Buyer(s) welcome to inspect before purchase.

£ 100 each

BIBBA (Bee Improvement and Bee
Breeders’ Association) provides new
details of its 50th Anniversary Conference in collaboration with SICAMM its
European partner.

With the explosion of green growing
things this spring, there is now a need
to clear the public footpath that runs
the length of the long easterly side of
Henfold Copse.

The Conference is open to everyone with its core focus
on bee improvement and management of native and
near native honey bees.

Although on the ‘outside’ of the fence and hedge, the
footpath is within the boundary line of the copse, and
hence our responsibility…

website

Go to FRONT PAGE for HEADLINE NEWS, APIARY TASKS, FEATURED ANNOUNCEMENTS and
NEXT BIG EVENT items. Visit the NOTICE BOARD for all the latest general information and to the
KNOWLEDGE BASE for beekeeping skills information. To see Who’s Who, look under the
MEMBERSHIP tab, and ALL the available Diary Dates are under the EVENTS menu tab, plus more !

July 2014
Page 12
All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated

