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Photo opportunity of the Month
Meet the
‘Class of 2014’
Attendees of the Reigate
Beekeepers winter course
Introduction to Beekeeping
(well, 21 of the 26) cluster for
the second of the 10 training
lectures, being presented by
David Rudland.
We hope to be seeing them all
‘suited and booted’ at the
Henfold Copse apiary by April.
We also recently received some complimentary comments from a prospective beekeeper about the reason
he selected Reigate Beekeeper’s course - the high quality presentation and content of our public website.
We are always seeking further striking, unusual, topical, or just interesting bee related images to feature each
month, so if you have any……
Please send them to the

editors today!

Dates for your Diary
Date

Event / Description

Feb, Wed 5th

Winter Meeting - Speed Beekeeping (19:30 - 21:30)
Learning topics presented in carousel groups.

Feb, Sat 15th

Spring Lunch (12:15 for 13:00)
Submit your booking and menu choice NOW

Venue / Contact
Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver
Hungry Mole, Brockham

Andrew Buchanan

Surrey Bee Day (09:30 to 17:00)
Speakers and discussion. Tickets need to be pre-booked.

Ewell Castle Sch. Ewell

Feb, Sat 22nd

West Sussex BKA Annual Convention (09:30 - 16:30)
Lectures and Seminars (click here) for all standards

Watersfield, Pulborough

Mar, Wed 5th

Winter Meeting - Bee Farmers (19:30 - 21:30)
a talk by Margaret Ginman.
Plus ‘Back to the Apiary’

Gordon Allan
Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

Apr, Wed 2nd

First 2014 Summer Apiary Meeting (18:30 - 20:00)

Henfold Apiary

Apr, 4th - 6th

BBKA Spring Convention (Friday- Sunday)
Book lectures and accomodation On-Line

Harper Adams Uni.
Newport, Shropshire

Summer Apiary Meeting (18:30 - 20:00)

Henfold Apiary

May, Sat 3rd

Reigate BeeKeepers Auction (11:00 - 14:00)
Submit surplus equipment and bid for needed equipment.

Mickleham Apiary
Andy Robinson

More dates?

The Members website has the full year’s Diary Dates

Click Here

Feb, Sat 15th

Apr, Wed 9th,
16th, 23rd, 30th

9th

Comments about and contributions for publication in

Sandra Rickwood

will be welcomed by the editors.

For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 25th of the preceding month.
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Please consider the environment before printing

Editorial
Not just about Beekeeping - but also about Beekeepers
As we float into another month of this New Year, attention must be paid to ensuring that our
bees are and continue to be protected from the worst of the strong winds and persistent rains,
and that their food supplies remain adequate. Prompts, advice and tips about this months
beekeeping activities are provided, as usual, within ‘This Month in Your Apiary’ on the website.
But what about you, the beekeeper? We reckon that beekeepers need nurturing too. And what
better than to treat yourself to a great meal with like minded souls. If during the 15th of this
month, you are not attending the Surrey BeeDay to enrich your beekeeping knowledge there,
instead take the opportunity to share your own knowledge and experiences with fellow members
over a relaxed reception and meal at the Spring Lunch. You can not have failed to have heard
about it! Full details are within this edition and forms accompanied your email prompt again.
As you will have seen, we welcome the ‘Class of 2014’. They are already a couple of weeks into
the Introduction to Beekeeping course, under the tutorage of David Rudland. So maybe some,
or even many of them, might like to attend the Spring Lunch to also learn about Reigate
Beekeepers. What better way than with maybe a glass of wine or pint of beer in hand! Hence
the invitation to the Spring Lunch is hereby warmly extended to them.
Continuing the nurturing of Beekeepers…. opportunities for educational nourishment abound in
plenty on the Members Website. Both within the actual pages of content to read, as well as via
the many courses, training and examination opportunities mentioned and promoted.
Whilst we encourage you to frequently visit the site unprompted; we are conscious that many
. So, we now provide links to what’s new on
only visit each month to access the latest
the website since the previous month; which we hope will help you as a beekeeper keep
up-to-date with your beekeeping.
Richard & Graham
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Our website is updated much more regularly than this monthly
edition of
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Events News
Spring Lunch at the Grumpy Mole, Saturday 15th February 12:15pm for 1:00pm
and hard on
After last months notice in
the heels of the direct email shot to members,
hopefully you will at least be aware of our
traditional Spring Lunch event.

For the Invitation and the
Menu details* with the
prices, click here.
For the Booking Form to
print, click here.

But have you booked your seat(s) and ordered
from the menu yet ?
There is still time.

Then complete the Booking Form to reserve
Andrew Buchanan needs to have received all your place(s), pre-order your menu selection(s)
bookings, with covering payment supplied, by and submit with full payment to Andrew as soon
the 8th February please.
as possible.
You could yet save postage and time by
handing your booking and payment to Andrew
in person at the Winter Meeting on the 5th
February.
But Do Remember … book by the 8th February
at the latest, as there is a limit of 40 people.
This year the lunch is at ‘The Grumpy Mole’ So it’s ‘first come – first served’.
in the Inn on the Green, Brockham Green,
Your company will be welcomed.
Betchworth, Surrey, RH3 7JS.
* see also the website post (click here)

Other Future Beekeeping Events
9th Surrey Bee Day, Saturday 15th February
Unfortunately on the same day as our Spring Lunch, but a very interesting mix of
presentations by knowledgeable speakers.
● Managing Varroa in 2014 - Richard Ball, previously a National Bee Inspector.
● The Bumble Bee through the Eyes of a Beekeeper - Paul Metcalf NDB, President of Norfolk
BKA and member of BBKA Technical & Environmental Committee.
● Agriculture under the Neonicotinoid Ban - Nick Von Westenholz, Chief Executive, The Crop
Protection Association
● Bees need buddies - Steve Alton, Wildlife Consultant at Sussex Nature.
The day starts at 9:30 and the venue is Ewell Castle school - for full details see the Events
Reports on the members website.
Friday 4th - Sunday 6th April, to
be held at Harper Adams
University, Newport, Shropshire.
With more than 30 lectures from
international and leading UK
speakers
and
nearly
40
workshops and courses during
the 3 day event, there is something for everyone, expert, improver, beginner and non-beekeeper.
For full details see the members website, or the BBKA website.
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Members News

Membership 186

Valerie Troke - a welcome tribute
For the funeral service during November of the late Val Troke, mourners were asked that
instead of flowers at the funeral, donations in Val’s memory be given to Reigate Beekeepers.
Then, inspired by the Floral Bee wreath tribute to Val; a competition to guess the number
of flowers in the wreath was also organised by Pauline Sparkes and we are very grateful
for all the effort she made in organising the competition.
We are also grateful to David Troke for nominating Reigate
Beekeepers in this way and for permitting the floral wreath
competition. As a result a total of £583.60 has since been
received by the division.
So just how many flowers were used to make the Bee
wreath? The total was revealed at the January Winter
meeting by Pauline to be 178. And with two very close
estimates of the number of flowers having been submited,
the prize of two bottles of wine was shared by Janet Kay
(186), and Graham Fyson (170).

Fond Farewell and New Regional Bee Inspector
At the recent winter meeting, which included an excellent talk by Andrew Cornwall on the
history and some of the myths surrounding the theory of evolution, we said farewell to Alan
Byham and his wife Carol. Alan has been both a friend to Reigate Beekeepers, helping many
of our members over the years with advice and assistance, and a dedicated professional in his
role as our RBI. He and Carol have retired and have moved from their previous home in Leigh
to start a new adventure on a small holding in Wales with its own private ancient woodland.
We welcome Julian Parker who has taken over as RBI for the South East reason. He was
previously a Seasonal Bee Inspector working in the Southern Region, so he has plenty of
experience of the work and Alan is sure he will be a very good RBI.
You can contact Julian on:
Email - julian.parker@fera.gsi.gov.uk
Mobile - 07775 119 469

Lots more information on the Members Website
However, lots more information about
Reigate Beekeepers activities, plus the
events of other organisations, including
training courses and exam information, and
event reports are posted on the website.
Please remember with the new format of
and its integration with the Members
Website we now only feature key event
articles in
.

The website information also includes a
comprehensive calendar of ‘diary dates’.
Click the links for more events information
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Questions & Answers
Please send your questions and queries to the editors and we will seek out
an answer or explanation to publish in a future issue.
Question - Are Honey Bees Warm Blooded ?
This apparently simple question actually raises heating processes. The self-heating comes first
from their own basic metabolism and then
several others.
● Firstly what does the term warm-blooded shivering or muscle contraction. These results
provide comfort for all would be rescuers.
mean ?
● Secondly what is its importance to bees and, This raises a further question of how it is that
by extension, to our management of bee bees can fly on very cold days when the air
temperature must be nearing 2 or 3ºC. Bees
colonies ?
generate a lot of internal heat from flying and
The term warm blooded doesn’t necessarily
are moderately well insulated with hairs, so
mean warm. Rather it refers to the ability to
provided the bee’s internal temperature
maintain and regulate body temperature
exceeds 15ºC, it can make it back to the hive.
between specific limits, that is homeothermy.
Equally an absence of temperature regulation, So the answer to our question would be that
termed cold-bloodedness, is poikilotherm. A bees have some self-regulation above an
general conclusion would be that bees, being internal body temperature of 15ºC but if it rises
invertebrates, are poikilotherm - unable to above 40ºC they die.
regulate body heat.
It will be seen from the above that personal
However, we as beekeepers are well aware that insulation from cold is an advantage. Bees have
a colony of bees must be homeothermic. The some hair on their bodies which serves to
colony forms a cluster at 15ºC. This response insulate as some air is trapped next to the skin.
to cold is mainly by the older bees. All However for heat conservation it also pays to
organisms produce heat by chemical reactions be bigger. Heat loss depends upon the surface
within their bodies (metabolism). The cluster area of the skin exposed to the cold. The
is like a hollow ball and contracts with lowering greater the surface area the greater the heat
of temperatures. Bees’ bodies, being mostly loss. So, bigger bees have relatively less
air, are good insulators. If brood is present, surface area of skin through which to loose
heat from metabolism is retained within the heat. This may explain, along with the above
cluster to keep the temperature around 35ºC. information on the onset of chill coma, why
bumble bees can forage earlier and later in the
(There is a threat posed by too high a
day when temperatures are low, to the great
temperature and instant collapse occurs if a
chagrin of one of my beekeeping friends.
bee’s internal temperature reaches about 40ºC)
Bumble bees are also hairier.
But what about an individual bee ? We have all
What has this to do with practical beekeeping?
seen the pathetic sight of bees floating in pond
It confirms that a good flow of air to ventilate
water often in the Spring, having tried to drink
the hive is of utmost importance. This not only
and fallen in, chilled and inert. So is the
provides the oxygen to support metabolism in
individual bee unable to regulate its
cold weather but will also remove the chilling
temperature ? Experiments on lowering the
effect of a damp atmosphere and helps the bees
temperature of a single bee show progressive
regulate their temperature.
stages through wing flickering to chill coma.
The onset of chill coma for bees is 11.2ºC, bee The overall conclusion must be that individual
flies, 7.3ºC bumble bees 7ºC, wasps 6.7ºC. honeybees are homeothermic within narrow
Bees will not recover from chill coma by limits. Entire colonies are to their advantage
themselves but if warmed in time are apparently certainly homeothermic.
none the worse. They have to be first warmed
courtesy of William Fyfe, Scottish BKA
to 15ºC for them to initiate their own self-
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Comments on - How do I use an Apidea ?
The following comments and suggestions are
from Jeremy Quinlan (a non-member but
regular reader of
via the network of
Beekeeping Association Newsletter editors).
● He suggests that if you have comb available
this may be preferable to foundation in the
apidea. However, some beekeepers and
apidea suppliers state that only foundation
should be used.
● To clarify the quantity of bees that should be
introduced to the apidea, he suggests a
‘breakfast cup’.
● He recommends the use of the apidea for the
second application that was described in the
article - namely the hatching of a queen cell.
● He questions the practicality of leaving the
apidea in the apiary, and suggests the use of
the alternative Warnholz mating hive because
these are bigger and may be cheaper to
purchase. (This type of mating hive is also
discussed in detail on the Dave Cushman
website, click here.)
● He warns that apideas may need constant
attention because they can quickly run out
of food, and that at the end of the season
wasps can quickly overwhelm an apidea.

Standard Apidea

A better alternative
the Warnholz
Mating Hive ?

Please Leave a Comment
Click to comment on this item…

Topical News
Using Bee Back Packs to Study Colony Collapse
More than 5,000 bees in Hobart, Australia,
have been fitted with the RFID sensors, which
measure a tenth of an inch all around. They
will relay data to recorders placed around hives
and known food sources and will in turn send
the information to a central location. This will
allow researchers to build a four-dimensional
model of bee behavior and movements, which
will help them understand what the bees come
into contact with - such as farm pesticides and how it may play a part in their decline.
Scientists
at
Australia's
Commonwealth Click this link to read the full article and see a
Scientific and Industrial Research Organization fascinating video about the importance of bees
(CSIRO) are trying a novel approach to and this important study.
courtesy of cnet
understanding the phenomenon. Just like
geolocation tags can now be worn by pets,
CSIRO's team, led by Paulo de Souza, is Please Leave a Comment
attaching tiny sensors to the backs of bees to
Click to comment on this item…
monitor where they go.

February 2014
Page 6
All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated

Back Pack Bee photo - Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization

Horticultural News
Early Forage for our Bees
As featured in our previous edition there are a Other plants will start to yield food too. Hazel
lot of plants that we should cultivate locally to catkins may already be in evidence and willow
provide some early forage for our bees. And follows soon after.
never so important as February when things
are stirring in the hive as the bees begin to
respond to the longer daylight hours. The queen
will be coming back into lay and will be
depositing eggs in clean cells in the centre of
the nest area to raise workers for the early part
of the season.
Bees need to raise their body temperature to
28°C for prolonged flight. They can generate
enough internal warmth to raise their body
temperature
by
14°C
over
ambient
temperature, so prolonged flight for foraging is
only possible when ambient temperatures
exceed 14°C. Help your bees by planting or
conserving winter food sources nearby so they
can be reached on a short flight.

One of our favourite winter shrubs for the
garden, and another good source for early
forage is shrubby honeysuckle, (Lonicera
fragrantissima), which honey bees love.
One welcome result of the lengthening daylight
hours is the emergence of the first spring
forage. Snowdrops followed by crocus are a
very welcome sight for bees and beekeepers
alike. They give a source of pollen and some
early nectar with which the colony can fuel the
workers that are tending the brood. The bees
also need pollen to create the brood food.

courtesy of Warwickshire BKA

Have you visited the Reigate Beekeepers’ Knowledge Base ? Over
30 Beekeeping topics explained and illustrated in bite sized articles, including
links to NBU Best Practice Guides; nearly 20 tips about buying or making
Equipment; plus guidance on preparing and using a Swarm Box…. and more
beekeeping information being regularly added.
All just one click away.
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Photo sources Hazel Catkins - Hawk Conservatory Trust / Snowdrop - photoanswers.co.uk

About those Other Bees

an occasional feature looking at the honey bees’ cousins

The Tree Bumble Bee and Bird Boxes
Editor’s Note

Bombus Hypnorum Arrives

At the end of last year Richard Woodhouse
submitted an article to
about the
growing problems posed by the Tree Bumble
Bee taking up residence in bird boxes ... a topic
he had raised during his Swarm Coordinators
Report at the AGM. Richard’s article was
intended to be included in this edition of
.
However, the February edition of BBKA News
features an article on Tree Bumble Bees, by
Clive Hill of High Wycombe BKA, that you will
no doubt already have seen and possibly read
by now. So rather than repeat details common
to both articles, Richard focuses now upon
providing additional recommendations and
personal observations, as well as a commentary
on some of Clive's statements.

The European Tree Bumble Bee which arrived
from France was first spotted in the New Forest
in 2001 and photographed at Egham in 2004,
and later in Reigate by Jeremy Early whose
photograph was included in David Baldock’s
book ‘Bees of Surrey’, published in 2008. In
that book it was still then described as a ‘rarity’
in Surrey. The Tree Bumble Bee is now however
widespread in the UK.

Bumble Bees and Bird Boxes
For many years we have known of cases where
bumble bees have sometimes nested in bird
boxes, and they still do. Which was all very well
before the arrival of bombus hypnorum the Tree
Bumble Bee – because bumble bees are
generally non-aggressive, and in any case their
nests are short-lived, annual only affairs. So
until the arrival of the Tree Bumble Bee, we
could advise the public that the best option was
“leave alone until the nest ends”.

The problem is that their favourite nest sites
are bird boxes, and they will aggressively
defend their nest. Ask Jacqui & Jeff Essen,
Malcolm Fry, Vince Gallo, Suzy Stevens,
and myself, just to name a few of our members
who have dealt with 'Swarm Calls' from the
public about these bees. All have been involved
in troublesome nest removal cases.
Like all other bumble bees, the females can
sting, and repeatedly - unlike honey bees - and
their stings can hurt. True, as Clive Hill says,
the drones cannot sting. But they too can be
aggressive, and when surrounded by
aggressive bees of any species, it is little
comfort to think that only some of them sting.
Tree Bumble Bee Identification

The Tree Bumble Bee has distinctive tricolour
orange-black-white banding. Its recognition
and characteristics are well described in Clive's
article, as well as in his similar and earlier
article, published in the May 2013 edition of
BeeCraft.
Click these links BWARS and bumble, both of
which have good descriptions of the bee its
Bombus hypnorum is the first new bumble bee habits, colouring, and ranges etc, together with
species to appear in the UK in more than 150 good illustrations. You can also see videos
years and it looks as though it is here to stay. about this species on You Tube.
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Photo sources - Bird Box, www.orocha.org - Triclour Banding, The Daily Mail

However, to best portray the tricolour banding
that distinguishes it from other bumblebees;
this photo by Jeremy Early of a male, feeding
on cotoneaster in his garden in Reigate (from
his book ‘My Side of the Fence’), shows the
tawny red/ginger head and thorax, charcoal
grey/black abdomen and white tail to clear and
magnificent effect.

But moving these boxes when full of bees, as
described in Clive's article, and as I can confirm
from my own experience, is not straight
forward. I would not agree with Clive describing
it as being ‘easy’, even for a competent
beekeeper. If only because of needing to
undertake the task at night, under red light.
Detailed instructions about moving nests are
given by Clive in his articles, and can also be
found by clicking this link.
Prevention Easier than the Cure
The nests become active in about March/April,
and can remain so for a maximum of four or
five months, i.e., until Autumn, especially if the
queen rears a second colony.
So NOW – during Winter – while the boxes are
empty is a good time to take precautions.
What practical steps can be taken ?

A note of caution though. The proportions of ● Firstly, in the case of an existing box, take
the lengths of the banding and their colour
it down, open it and clear any previous
shades have been reported to vary, so instant
nesting material debris. Then thoroughly
identification
may
not
be
quite
so
clean it which will help attract birds to the
straightforward.
nest box.
● Secondly, before (re)siting it, ensure that the
Colony Size
box is well positioned to encourage birds see advice by clicking this link.
Another aspect of Clive’s article that I would
query is colony size. Colony sizes of ‘ circa 400’ ● Thirdly (most important) avoid placing the
box either (1) near a footpath or passage
are I am advised, possibly more likely in
way; or (2) at or below head height; or (3)
warmer Mediterranean climates. Whereas in
on a surface or structure liable to vibrate.
the UK, colonies are more likely to be perhaps
200-300 in size, although this has not been
By following this advice now, you should reduce
substantiated. However, colony size would in
the risk of a Tree Bumble Bee invasion of your
any case be influenced by the capacity of a
bird boxes next year. Moreover, even if they
chosen nest site - or bird box.
do nest there, you will have reduced the risk of
them becoming a nuisance to yourself or your
Helping the Public
family, visitors, or neighbours.
Returning to the issue of dealing with 'occupied'
bird boxes. By 2013, as Clive Hill says, the By taking these precautions you can have the
species had already become familiar to many benefit of their pollination, and the pleasure of
beekeepers in England and Wales, as the cause watching them, without the risk of you or others
of phone calls about ‘bee swarms’ in bird boxes. being molested or stung. Or creating a nuisance
and more trouble for the Swarm Team!
This is borne out by our own swarm statistics,
Richard Woodhouse
with no recorded cases in my swarm records
from 2007 until 2011, when I first recorded
three cases. Then in 2012 this total shot up
Please Leave a Comment
dramatically to 22. Last year (2013) the total
was even higher at 25, with four bird box Click to comment on this item…
removals, including two from school premises.
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Tree Bumble Bee photo - Jeremy Early

Website News
All New Items on the Members Website
The Members website is regularly updated and added too. If you have not visited the site and
browsed since the last
was published, these are some items that may be new to you.
Catch-up now … click on the items to view in full.

Bookings Now Open

February in the Apiary
I may regret saying this, but so far
this winter the weather has been
unseasonably mild, but as we all
now know, very wet! I haven’t
inspected my own colonies since
the first week of January (for
oxalic acid application and feeding
fondant to most hives).

The major BBKA event in the beekeeping calendar
and probably Europe’s biggest national beekeeping
event.

Surrey Bee Day 2014 – 15th Feb

Henfold – 2014 Training Plans
The training programmes for
‘Beginners & Basic’ and
‘Improver’ levels are being
arranged and coordinated this
year by Andrew Cornwall.
Andrews plans are set out here, together with
appeals for necessary Members input …

Looking to Buy Equipment?

9.30 Registration * 10am Start * 4.30-5pm
Ewell Castle School, Church Street, KT17 2AW

February Tips Checklist

Your preparations for the
coming season will certainly
involve taking stock of what
beekeeping equipment and
products you have … and what
you know (or may discover!)
that you will need.
To help satisfy those needs …

Reigate Beekeepers Auction of
Bees & Beekeeping Equipment

Although this is usually the last of
the quiet months for the
beekeeper, things are stirring in
the hive as the bees begin to
respond to the longer daylight hours. The queen will
be coming back into lay and will be depositing eggs
in clean cells in the centre of the nest area to raise
workers for the early part of the season.

Making & Feeding Pollen Patties

Sat 3rd May 2014 at Mickleham.
Whether you are possibly just starting
up, or looking for extra equipment to
buy for the coming season, or maybe
you have some unneeded equipment
or a colony to sell; prepare for and get yourself
along to the Reigate Beekeepers Auction.

website

A stimulating day
is promised at the
9th Surrey Bee
Day once again.

Pollen (substitute) patties are
often used by beekeepers with
colonies near Spring rape,
where there is a dearth of
spring flowers to allow the
colony to build up naturally.
The standard recipe used for feeding honeybees in the
UK has evolved to …..

Go to FRONT PAGE for HEADLINE NEWS, APIARY TASKS, FEATURED ANNOUNCEMENTS and
NEXT BIG EVENT items. Visit the NOTICEBOARD for all the latest general information and to the
KNOWLEDGE BASE for beekeeping skills information. To see Who’s Who, look under the
MEMBERSHIP tab, and ALL the available Diary Dates are under the EVENTS menu tab, plus more !
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