Reigate Beekeepers

BeeNews

October 2013

Photo opportunity of the Month
A very welcome return
This months photo is Adam Leitch back in his
beekeeping suit and handling bees again in Bob
Maurer’s garden apiary. Our two Master
Beekeepers sharing experiences. After his adverse
reaction to a bee sting at Henfold Copse last
August this is really good news and a great photo.
Welcome back Adam.
Read more about Adam’s experience on page 8.

Dates for your Diary
Date

Event / Description

Venue / Contact

Oct, Wed 2nd

Winter Meeting (19:30 - 21:30)
Richard Stuart will give a talk about Spring Management.

Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

Oct, Sat 5th

RBK Honey Show Entry deadline
Click here
All registrations need to be with Celia by this day.

contact Celia Perry

Oct, Mon 7th

London Honey Show (18:0 - 21:00)
Details at www.londonbees.com/the-london-honey-show-2013-2/

Lancaster Hotel,
London W2 2TY

Oct, Sat 12th

Reigate Beekeepers Annual Honey Show
Showcasing and competing with this years efforts.

Priory School Reigate

Oct, 24th - 26th

The 82nd National Honey Show
plus beekeeping classes, lecture convention & workshops.

Weybridge
Bob Maurer

Nov, Sat 9th

BBKA Modules 1,2,3,5 & 7
Click here
Deadline date for Exam Applications to be with Celia.

contact Celia Perry

Nov, Wed 13th

Reigate Division AGM and Awards (19:30 - 21:30)
Officers Reports + rewarding Exam & Honey Show efforts.

Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver

Nov, Sat 16th

Sussex BKA Annual Convention (09:30 - 17:00)

Uckfield Civic Centre

Nov, Sat 30th

Surrey BKA Training Day (10:30 - 14:30)
Click here
Dan Basterfield discusses ‘Predators, Pest and Diseases’.

East Horsley Village Hall

Dec, Wed 4th

Winter Meeting (19:30 - 21:30)
Heather Hawker (Wax Chandlers) will give a talk on… Wax.

Dec, Sat 7th

Surrey BKA AGM + Talk (18:30 - 19:30)
after AGM talk by Celia Davis on ‘Doing Things Better’

Sandra Rickwood
Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver
Claygate
Sandra Rickwood

More dates?

The Members website has the full year’s Diary Dates

Click Here

Comments about and contributions for publication in

Maggie Minter/Celia Perry

will be welcomed by the editors.

For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 25th of the preceding month.
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Please consider the environment before printing

Editorial
It’s all about the money, honey!
For October, there seems to be a distinct fiscal focus to affairs.
We have our Honey Show at the Reigate Priory School on the 12th at which at least one of the
objectives will be to raise some donations from members of the public, as well as of course
promoting awareness and interest in beekeeping.
To make that a REALLY great show to impress the public Maggie Minter is looking for your
support for the ‘fair’ elements and Celia Perry is anxious to have plenty of entries into the
‘show’ to to judged …and to demonstrate what we beekeepers and our bees can do. The deadline
date for entry registration is the 5th, and detailed reminders can be found in these pages …….…
if you have not already noticed and read the many prompts in last months
, as well as
on the Members website, and more recently still, by email.
Meanwhile, Mike Hill is already chasing us for our 2013/14 membership renewal subscriptions
that became due on the 1st. But it’s not all ‘take’. Changes in the way indemnity insurance
requirements are applied do mean that many existing Partner members may find it feasible and
cheaper to renew as Associate members this time round.
The BIG financial push this month however need not cost you much more than the price of a
few text messages or copies of your local newspaper. In a sterling effort driven by Andrew
Cornwall, Reigate Beekeepers has won its way through to the shortlist and public voting round
of the Heart of the Community Awards 2013. There is a total fund of £20,000 in the pot,
for which Reigate Beekeepers will be competing for a portion against other local causes. The
more votes we can submit and gather, the bigger the portion we could be awarded. So ... Votes
really do mean £’s. Details about how to vote for us can be found in this edition of
, as
well as on the Members website and the Public website. So do also tell all your friends, relatives,
neighbours and work colleagues etc., to vote for us and either tell them how, or point them to
www.reigatebeekeepers.org.uk where all is explained, for free.
Richard & Graham

Contents
Udaipur

Section

Features

Page

Photo Opportunity

Adam’s Return

1

Dates for your Diary

2nd October - 7th December

1

Editorial

It’s all about the money, honey!

2

Apiary News

Important Message - We need to get a waggle on

3

Events News
Questions & Answers
Topical News
DIY Suggestions & Tips
Honey Recipes

Reigate Beekeepers Honey Show

4

2013 AGM Notice / Membership Renewals Now Due

5

Do Bees Sleep ?

6-7

What is Anaphylaxis ?

8

The Importance of Comb Building

9

Wasps in Autumn

10

Woodpecker Guard
The Bees Knees

11
12

Our website is updated much more regularly than this monthly
edition of
, so click here Members Website for lots more
information about Reigate Beekeepers, all the latest news and

October 2013
Page 2
All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated

Apiary News
We need to get a waggle on!

A message from Andrew Cornwall

Vote for RBKA!

The project code you need to quote when
voting is 1047

You could have knocked me down with a bee The two voting methods are:
brush or a feather! I received a plain white
1. By mobile phone, but only FROM 10th
envelope at the end of
OCTOBER, votes before this date will not
September
with
some
be counted, and you will be charged.
wonderful
news
inside.
● Just text: SU HEART 1047, your name,
Reigate Beekeepers has
your house number and postcode to
won through, against very
65100
stiff opposition, to the
● e.g. SU HEART 1047 Jane Smith 58
shortlist and public voting
RH1 2QT
round of the Heart of the
● You can vote as many times as you like,
Community Awards 2013
but each vote will cost 50p plus one
I applied on behalf of RBKA way back in July
standard network rate message.
and had almost forgotten about it.
2. You can also vote using the coupons printed
I’ve had very positive feedback on our
in: The Surrey Mirror or The Dorking &
application … and the judges really liked my
Leatherhead Advertiser each week from
photo.
3rd October to 17th October.
● They can all go together in one envelope.
An edited version of our
● As many original coupons as you can
application and a larger
manage.
version of this application
● You can vote as many times as you like.
photo, can be found on
● Naturally, all coupons submitted must
Reigate Beekeepers public
be originals.
website. Click here
But now the real work has to be done!

Our Voting Code 1047 was first published
in The Surrey Mirror and The Dorking
& Leatherhead Advertiser, on the 3rd
October, in a special supplement.
It is posted on our
Members and Public websites.

Voting closes at midnight on
Sunday, 27th October 2013.
If you would like some of the
vouchers I have for money-off the cost of the
newspapers (valid to 3rd January 2014) please
email me: rbka@outlook.com with HotCA
Vouchers in the subject line.

We need you to rally your families, friends and Celia Perry and I are both working hard on
neighbours to our cause. Offer them money off fundraising.
vouchers! (See right)
We would welcome any suggestions or help.
Do all you can to get the votes in. The sooner Our email contact is rbka@outlook.com
we raise the money, the sooner we can all
enjoy evenings at the apiary without worrying
Andrew Cornwall
about the weather.
Plans are well advanced for all sorts of new
activities that we will be able to run… once we
have our own building.

Please Leave a Comment
Click to comment on this item…
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Events News
Deadline for Registration of Honey Show Entries - 5th October

The day of our own Honey Show, on Saturday
12th October, is fast approaching and the last
date for registering your entries into the Honey
Show competition itself, is just a few days
away from when these pages start to be read.

Meanwhile, Maggie Minter is coordinating the
beekeeping displays, information stands and
the manning of stalls and refreshment facilities
for the public show on the day that will be
themed around Food for Foragers.

At the time of writing barely a dozen members In addition to offers of help and support on the
had registered just over 50 entries between day as mentioned in the September
, and
them. So there is a long way to go to fill the detailed on the Members website (Click here)
display shelves and benches. DO IT NOW!
… if any members have bottles of mead that
Remember that the Honey Show is as much, hopefully taste okay and that they would be
about showing the public the rich diversity of happy to donate for the public to taste as part
products derived from the work of the honey of the public show, please let Maggie know
bee, than just competing for trophies. The now. The plan is to have the public vote for the
silverware is the fun bonus we treat ourselves ‘Best in Show Mead’ - obviously this will be
too after the big public relations job.
anonymous and a bit of fun.
Entries are anonymous and as already Please also remember those Tombola prizes
remarked by Mike Hill, in an earlier prompt, that, as well as the mead, need to be delivered
no one but you will know who provided that jar prior to the day, preferably to Woodhatch on
full of cloudy honey. No matter if you don't win, the 2nd October.
it’s the taking part that counts … so please do
If any member has honey, cut comb etc or
make sure you enter something.
other products, candles, etc products they
Don't have sufficient honey for showing in jars? would like to sell at the show please can they
Try making the cakes or biscuits, look out an contact Malcolm Broatch with a list of items
interesting photograph to print and put some all priced. There will be the usual arrangement
of that recovered wax to ornamental use.
of 10% ( same as the Farmers Market ) of any
The Honey Show Schedule Click here. sales going to RBK. You will also need to
provides full listings with descriptions of all the arrange with Malcolm to bring and collect any
classes, rules of entry, regulation recipes, products.
instructions for obtaining labels … and details For volunteers there is hopefully going to be
of the trophies to be won if you are lucky.
limited car parking on the Saturday near the
To Register entries On-line, just Click here. Gym.
If you prefer to submit a Paper registration Finally, if any member has an old type wooden
trolley with wheels they could lend us for the
to download and print a form Click here.
day for the judge to use, Maggie would be
For more information and Ten Top Tips for
most grateful to hear from you.
showing, visit the website now, Click here.
And remember that the closing date for
registrations to have been received by Celia
Perry is October 5th 2013. SO DO IT NOW.

Please Leave a Comment
Click to comment on this item…

Members need to collect items entered into the
Honey Show after 4pm on the day. Not before.

October 2013
Page 4
All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated

Members News

Membership 244

2013 Annual General Meeting - Advice
The Reigate Beekeepers Association 2013 AGM will be held on Wednesday, 13th November
starting at 7.30 pm at the Woodhatch Centre, Whitebeam Drive, Reigate RH2 7LS
All members are encouraged to attend this AGM which will be followed by the awarding of exam
certificates, as well as trophies and prizes won at the Reigate Beekeepers Honey Show.
A separate formal notice is being circulated to all members either by email or post. An Agenda
will be published on the Members website shortly, and will be included in the November
.

Membership Renewals - Now Due
1st October is the start of our membership year
and is when annual subscriptions become due.
For 2013/2014, the Committee have set
subscriptions rates that, for Registered
Members would equate to just over a £1.00 per
week. This very modest outlay will provide:
● BBKA Membership, including:
q Person Indemnity (3rd Party) Insurance.
q BBKA News - The BBKA’s Newsletter,
published monthly
● Bee Diseases Insurance for up to three
colonies. (Additional charges for more)
● BeeCraft - The Official Journal of the
BBKA, published monthly
●
- RBK’s in-house Newsletter
published monthly.
● Members Website - exclusive access for
RBK Members.
● Education facilities at Henfold Copse and
other RBK apiaries.
● And more … Click here
BDI Changes
There is no increase in the BDI subscription and
premium rates. Compensation rates are set in
line with a well-known manufacturer’s
catalogue at 90% of the retail cost and will
generally result in a slight increase in claim
payments. In response to requests from
member associations, the BDI Committee has
agreed that from 2014, the basic BDI
subscription does not need to be paid for
Partner members. All colonies must, of course,
continue to be covered.

Junior vs Associate
Junior Member is also a BBKA classification and
unless juniors have a wish to join the BBKA, a
more appropriate class would be Associate.
Note we will require an ' appropriate adult' to
be present and the indemnity form to be signed
while under-18 year olds are at the apiary.
Renewal Form details
Our Membership Secretary, Mike Hill, is
sending renewal forms to each current member
that will already contain details which he has
for the member. This will save the form having
to be filled in again, but does also provide a
chance to update details or correct any errors.
Email Addresses
Be sure that any email address provided is
recorded correctly and current, even if you have
elected to receive
by Post.
Payments
Mike regrets that it is not yet feasible to cope
with internet bank transfers, so either Cheques
payable to ‘Reigate Beekeepers’ or cash,
together with your completed Renewal forms.

Partner vs Associate
Note that ‘Partner Member’ is a BBKA
classification for partners (spouses etc) of
Registered Members keeping their own bees.
If you share bees with your 'other half' you will
not benefit from being a Partner Member and
you should select Associate Membership.

q Registered Member
● Printed BeeCraft
● Digital BeeCraft
q Partner Member
q Country Member
q Junior Member
q Associate
q Friend of Reigate
● by email
● by post
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£53.00
£45.00
£21.00
£19.00
£17.00
£8.00
£8.00
£14.00

Questions & Answers
Please send your questions and queries to the editors and we will seek out
an answer or explanation to publish in a future issue.
Question - Do Bees Sleep ?
The answer is yes, but the sleep behaviour of
older forager bees and young bees is different,
and bees sleep whilst away from their hive.
Read on for further information including a
study conducted by researchers EbanRothschild and Block and other research.
Honey bee foragers are among the first
invertebrates for which sleep behaviour has
been described. Foragers (typically older than
21 days) have strong circadian rhythms; they
are active during the day, and sleep during the
night. We explored whether young bees
(around 3 days of age), which are typically
active around-the-clock with no circadian
rhythm, also exhibit sleep behaviour. We
combined 24-hour video recordings, detailed
behavioural observations, and analyses of
response thresholds to a light pulse for
individually house bees in various arousal
states.
We characterized three sleep stages in foragers
on the basis of differences in body posture, bout
duration, antennae movements and response
threshold. Young bees exhibited sleep
behaviour of the same three stages. Sleep was
interrupted by brief awakenings, which were as
frequent in young bees as in foragers. Beyond
these similarities, we found differences in the
sleep architecture of young bees and foragers.
Young bees passed more frequently between
the three sleep stages, and stayed longer in the
lightest sleep stage than foragers. These
differences in sleep architecture may represent
developmental and/or environmentally induced
variations in the neuronal network underlying
sleep in honeybees. To the best of our
knowledge, this is the first evidence for
plasticity in sleep behaviour in insects.

The three day old bees slept as deeply as
elderly foragers, moving down through light
and medium sleep until they reach deep sleep.
But the way the youngsters moved between
different sleep states was different from their
elders. Instead of waking up immediately, like
the foragers who move directly from deep sleep
to consciousness, the youngsters sometimes
dipped back down into deep sleep when it had
looked as if they might be about to wake, and
often moved back and forth between light,
medium and deep sleep. . . . Once foragers
wake in the morning they remain active until
sunset, but the youngsters only woke for
several hours at a time before dozing off again.
Overall the youngsters slept as much as their
elders and were as easy to wake when the
lights went on, but the older bees had a
well-defined sleep pattern that the youngsters
lacked. So young bees do sleep, despite their
twenty-four hour lifestyle.
According to Jürgen Tautz in his book ‘The Buzz
About Bees’, foragers enter a pronounced state
of sleep—largely at night and in the hive.
However, sometimes they sleep outside the
hive as well. In addition, beekeepers and bee
photographers the world over have reported
seeing bees asleep in flowers. The bees may
remain stationary for hours, only to fly away
when disturbed.

courtesy of Ipswich & East Suffolk BKA Tautz describes the phenomenon:
Original source - Eban-Rothschild, A. D., & Bloch, G. (2008). Journal of
Experimental Biology, 211(15), 2408-2416.

Sleeping bees can be identified by a posture
reflecting a lack of muscle tonus, in which the
This research by Eban-Rothschild & Block has antennae hang down, and the legs are folded
beneath the body.
been nicely summarised by Kathryn Phillips.
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He goes on to explain that young bees sleep for 4. The locations of where they sleep
within the hive and their sleep duration
shorter periods, and not in the day-and-night
makes sense.
rhythm so often seen in foragers. That foragers
sleep in obvious patterns probably indicates the
Young bees work as cell cleaners and nurse
huge physical demand that foraging places on
bees. They are walking and working in the
them.
heart of the hive. It is speculated that catching
a quick nap in a cell protects them from being
A further detailed study by Dr Barrett A Klien
bumped and nudged by the other bees working
et al of the sleep behaviour of bees can be
around them, plus it is warmer in there.
found by clicking this link Sleep of Worker
Honey Bees.
Older bees are packing stores and working as
foragers. The foragers tend to sleep outside
From the various research and studies there the cluster. Again, this is speculation but the
appear to be a number of general conclusions. location would provide for a bit a peace from
the hustle and bustle of the hive. In fact, if
1. How do we know bees are sleeping ?
they do catch a nap in the day, they may crawl
into a cell, where it would be calm and quiet.
Sleeping bees, as defined in the study above,
The tendency of foragers to sleep on the
are immobile bees whose bodies and legs hang
outside of the cluster would also keep any
in the direction of gravity.
diseases or parasites that they might have
The researchers then decided on three different picked up, out of the brood area of the hive.
forms of sleep: immobile; immobile with
twitching antennae; and immobile with The difference in time slept makes sense. When
creatures are young they simply have more
immobile antennae.
energy. A quick nap here is just fine before they
Sleep can occur in many places: in a cell,
bustle off to their jobs. Jobs which involve
hanging off comb, on the hive wall, on the floor,
dealing with the eggs and larvae, whose
or even away from the hive.
demands have no fixed schedule.
is Foragers are under a lot of stress and
expending a lot of energy on their collection
rounds. They, as many older creatures do,
When sleeping in the hive young bees tend to
need to get some sleep on a regular basis. It is
sleep inside cells in the centre of the hive. They
not surprising that foragers and food storers
don’t have regular sleep cycles, but catch a
tend to sleep at night. Their work is daylight
quick nap whenever they can. These young
dependent. Even if their job is to put the food
bees tend to wake up for a few hours, then go
away, there is no food coming in at night. At
back to sleep.
least 50% more foragers catch their sleep in
Older bees tend to sleep on the outer edges of the night than in the day
the hive. They sleep in longer increments and
What happens when bees don’t sleep ?
at more regular intervals, usually at night.
2. Where and when bees
determined by their age.

sleep

Dr. Klein also studied this question. He fitted
3. Sleep patterns change with age and bees into little metal harnesses and then woke
role.
them up using magnetics when they tried to
Cleaners (up to 3 days old) sleep in the shortest sleep. The result was a decline in their
communication skills. This was demonstrated
‘bursts’, but they usually sleep in the cells.
by a reduction in their dance ability. So they
Nurses (4-12 days old) sleep in longer time were less able to communicate where honey,
spans, and fewer sleep in cells.
pollen, or new hive locations could be found.
Storers (13-20 days old) naps are even longer,
This drop in communication skills by tired bees
only a few sleep in cells.
Foragers sleep for the longest durations mostly is not surprising and confirms that sleep is
important to bees.
at night, but seldom in cell.

October 2013
Page 7
All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated

Question - What is Anaphylaxis ?
Anaphylaxis or Anaphylactic Shock is a severe,
potentially life-threatening allergic reaction that
can develop rapidly. It typically causes a
number of symptoms including an itchy rash,
throat swelling, breathing difficulty, feeling light
headed or faint, and low blood pressure. The
reaction is a consequence of the release of
chemicals such as histamine and serotonin from
certain types of white blood cells.

again, and intends to be very careful when
handling bees, and will ensure that immediate
treatments such as Epi-pens, liquid Piriton and
anti-histamine are always close by.

Worldwide 0.05–2% of people are estimated to
have anaphylaxis at some point in their life,
and rates appear to be increasing.
Although it is uncommon, one of the possible
causes is an unusual reaction to bee (or wasp)
stings. Three things move a reaction into the
anaphylactic category, swelling of the mouth
or throat, difficulty breathing or falling blood
pressure (making you feel faint), in addition to
redness all over, a metallic taste in the mouth,
and itchy ears and red eyes

What should you do if you are stung ?

When a honey bee stings someone, the sting,
venom sac and venom pump are left in the skin
after the bee pulls away. Most of the venom
will be injected in the first twenty seconds but
the pump can continue for up to two minutes.
It is important to quickly remove the sting to
It can occur very unexpectedly and to even the minimise the dose of venom. The best method
most experienced beekeepers. As was the case is to scratch out the sting with a fingernail or
at Henfold Copse Apiary last August when our hive tool.
Master Beekeeper Adam Leitch was sitting Apply a suitable cream or swallow a medicine
talking and was stung on his ear. Within a very such as Piriton to counter the action of the
short time he was feeling faint and experiencing venom. But remember nothing should be taken
a metallic taste in his mouth.
without prior confirmation from your doctor.
After initial emergency hospital treatment
Adam was advised by a specialist consultant to
consider giving up beekeeping. But he opted to
follow a ‘desenitisation’ treatment programme
at Guildford hospital.

If a beekeeper is likely to have severe reactions
to stings his doctor might have prescribed an
Epi-pen adrenaline injection to carry, for an
emergency. Only the beekeeper or a trained
colleague who has been given prior permission
This programme involves two phases. The initial by the beekeeper may use this injection.
(ramping up) phase is 16 - 24 weeks of weekly In the case of a severe reaction, stay calm,
injections, increasing in dose to 100ug (2 stings move away from the bee hives, lay down in a
worth), then a maintenance phase requiring position that allows ease of breathing,
monthly injections for 3 years.
administer any medication - ensure that an
As reported in our ‘photo of the month’ feature
Adam has now completed six months of weekly
injections. This was a major commitment
because the hospital visits are multi-hour
visits, as you have to wait around for an hour
after your injection to verify you don't keel over
afterwards! And you can't miss a session in the
initial phase.

ambulance is called. Give the address of the
house or apiary clearly and the grid reference
if known, and say it is a bee sting reaction. This
will help to prepare the ambulance team.

Although it is uncommon, a reaction to a bee
sting can cause a serious reaction, so always
be prepared. Take precautions, treat your bees
gently, and always take your mobile phone and
Although Adam’s reaction was a relatively ‘low any approved medication with you if you are
grade’ anaphylactic reaction he has decided to visiting your apiary on your own.
wait until next year before getting his own bees
Graham Pooley
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The Importance of Comb Building
Honeycomb can be astonishingly beautiful. But simulates a honey flow. This practice is often
aesthetic considerations are for us. For the bees, recommended to start packages, when the bees
it’s function that matters. Bees use their comb
to raise their young and to store food. In
addition, the comb serves as a communication
medium for the colony; t carries its odours and
transmits vibrations, some of which may be
important signals between bees.
are not provided with drawn combs.
Worker bees build comb with wax their own
When conditions are not conducive to the
bodies produce. The underside of their
production of beeswax, comb building simply
abdomens holds four pairs of wax-producing
cannot happen, or at least not very well. At such
glands that work particularly well in bees aged
times, bees may reuse and reshape some of the
between five and fifteen days. Later on, the wax
wax from existing combs or any wax that is
glands begin to atrophy. However, wax
available. This is why leaving undrawn wax
production is not controlled by the bees. It is
foundation inside the hives in periods of summer
actually enabled by a set of environmental
dearth almost ensures its destruction. For the
conditions. When young bees are well fed and
same reason, bees may leave ripe honey
kept at elevated temperatures, wax oozes out
uncapped at the end of Summer.
of their wax glands as a liquid. It flows onto
‘mirrors’, which are smooth shiny areas of the The cells of the comb are arranged back-to-back
bees’ abdomens located near the wax glands’ on each side of the midrib and they are nestled
orifices, and it quickly gels into tiny whitish against each other in compact hexagonal
translucent scales. The bees transfer these small patterns that make very efficient use of the
pieces of wax to their mouths with their legs, bees’ wax. Their walls are angled slightly
chew on them, and build up the edges of cells upward, which helps prevent their contents from
that are under construction. Other bees alter the spilling out.
shape of these wax deposits or add some of their
Bees construct two main sizes of cells. The
own wax.
smaller cells, at a density of about twenty-five
Comb building is the work of many young bees cells per square inch, are called ‘worker cells’,
that hang together in dense chains or festoons, and the larger cells, at a density approximating
suspended in an open space of their nest cavity. sixteen cells per square inch, are referred to as
With rare exceptions, the lower edge of the ‘drone cells’. In a hive, the cells of a particular
comb is gradually extended downwards under type are grouped together and separated from
the influence of gravity. Most often the factors different cells by oddly shaped ‘transition’ cells.
that are favourable to comb construction come Although the size of the cells of a particular type
together during springtime, when the colonies may appear constant to our eyes, careful
include large numbers of young bees and when measurements of combs built without the
the honey flow is generous.
constraints imposed by manmade foundation
may show large variations from one area of the
However, to build comb effectively a colony also
comb to another as well as in different directions
needs space. If space is lacking, the colony may
along the comb face.
be forced to swarm and comb construction will
happen at the swarm’s new nest site. It is a Obviously, honey bees do not need sheets of
known fact that ‘wet’ reproductive swarms are foundation to furnish their nests. Unfortunately
outstanding comb builders. Because they however, bees that are left without guidance
comprise lots of young bees that have gorged may construct combs that are not easy to
on honey, they are indeed well prepared to manipulate. For example, their combs may
quickly create a nest to ensure the survival of deviate from the orientation of our frames. It
their colony.
is primarily for our convenience that we provide
foundation, but it is nice to feel that it may also
To some extent, beekeepers can encourage wax
assist their comb-building activity.
production and comb building by feeding light
courtesy of Samona BKA
syrup (1:1) to their colonies, as doing this
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Topical News
Thoughts about Wasps in the Autumn
Wasps can apparently detect a source of syrup Because the problem with wasps generally
from a quarter of a mile away, and will often occurs in the Autumn, after the new wasp
queens have been raised and departed their
attack a bee hive in the Autumn.
nests, I see no reason why the wasp nests
Strong colonies in sound hives can defend
should not be located and destroyed. The
themselves against wasps; it is the weaker and
remaining wasps which are causing the trouble
smaller colonies that are most vulnerable to
will die anyway. They add little or no value in
attack.
the Autumn and destroying the nests does
nothing to reduce the wasp population the
following year.
With a bit of patient watching on a sunny
evening, the direction from which the invaders
come can be determined.

It is most unpleasant to discover wasps inside
a hive of bees, and if left unchecked the colony
is likely to die out. Wasps will readily find and
use any alternative entrance to a hive, such as
a small knothole or ill-fitting hive component,
and this includes escape cones fitted to roofs.
They will enter a smaller hole than will a honey
bee (or at least they will enter a cone escape
from the pointed end, which a honeybee usually
will not). Which means that reducing the
entrance hole to a size which will prohibit wasps
but allow honey bee access is not a viable
strategy, (although it must prove useful in
deterring hornets).

There are proprietary wasp traps (‘WaspBane’
is worth a Google) and most of us have
employed simple traps baited with jam or sweet
fruit. I have seen warnings about putting sugar
syrup in such traps, but have tried it with
success (i.e. without killing honey bees). It
takes a good few traps, positioned carefully, to
have a serious impact on wasp numbers.
So, aside from plugging any extraneous holes
and cracks (with such as ‘gaffer tape’, grass,
twigs, ‘Grip-Fill’) and reducing the entrance to
a minimum, what else can be done to save a
weak colony if the wasp nests cannot be located
and dealt with?

Moving the hive is an obvious possibility, but
presumably not if it contains wasps, which have
the potential to reveal the new location (it is
clear from observation that wasps communicate
new food sources very effectively, but I do not
know quite how they do this). Blocking the hive
entrance for 24 hours and then opening the
hive briefly towards dusk will usually cause
imprisoned wasps to depart readily. After dusk
the entrance can be sealed again and the
Reducing the entrance to about 7 mm. or hive moved.
providing a tube entrance of about this
courtesy of Herbie Hayday Ludlow & District BKA
diameter will give the persecuted bees a
fighting chance of defending their domain.
Further advice on how to deal with this
Wasps are reluctant to enter narrow guarded
problem would be much appreciated.
openings where they cannot deploy their sting.
A sheet of glass in front of the entrance is also
said to deter unauthorised visitors, but if the Please Leave a Comment
wasps have previously entered the hive in
significant numbers, they will often continue to Click to comment on this item…
gain access regardless, and the colony is put
at great risk.
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photo sources wasps attacking - beediary.wordpress.com

DIY Suggestions & Tips
Woodpecker Protection

DIY Suggestion

Making your own is
fun and saves money

Autumn is the time to prepare our hives for the Alternatively hinges may be used which allows
Winter, and one very important job is to ensure easier access if necessary during the Winter
they are protected from the elements and and for easy storage in Summer.
pests. The following provides guidance about
building a simple Woodpecker guard.
Treated sawn timber (19 X 38 X 2400) mm, six
in a bundle at £16.79 from such as HomeBase
is suitable, or if available roofing tile batten
timber. Wood from the recycled pallets is also
useful, particularly for the roof / lid.

If the landing board is too short (with a wide
gap between the landing board and the wire
mesh), make an extension landing board long
enough to reach the wire mesh (fix it to the
original landing board with a screw), so that
the bees can walk into the hive once they land
on the wire mesh.
Woodpeckers can do serious damage, so be
prepared and make your protective guards now.

The galvanized wire mesh, (6 m X 0.9 m of
gauge 13 mm), can be bought from B&Q for
£28, If possible get the type with 13 mm X 26
mm, (the rectangular holes are easier for the
bees to fly through). These square or
rectangular size holes are much stronger than
the normal (hexagon) chicken wire !
The width of the wire mesh is 0.9 m which is
tall enough for a brood and two super boxes
plus a roof. The internal width should be 100
mm more than the size of the hive boxes.
It is better to fix the wood together with screws
rather than using nails. Then cut the wire mesh
and fix it with the 16 mm X 1.6 mm wire
staples. Make up the frames in two halves and
screw them together to give stronger frames.

based on an idea and photos from Dennis Chow

Please Leave a Comment
Click to comment on this item…
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Honey Recipes
Favourite Reigate Recipes
This month something different from ‘prohibition’ rather than our recipe collection.
Please send your favourite honey recipe or interesting culinary use to the editors.

Recipe (36) The Bees Knees
0.75 fl. ounces Honey
0.75 fl. ounces lemon juice
2 fl. ounces gin

In a shaker filled with ice, add the gin,
lemon juice and honey syrup. Shake and
strain into a chilled coupe glass.
This classic Prohibition cocktail garnered its
name from the popular phrase at the time of
‘the bee's knees’ when lavishing praise upon
someone or something.
Some trace it back to the Ritz Paris' head
bartender Frank Meier, who published the
recipe in his 1936 edition of The Artistry of
Mixing Drinks. Either way, it definitely
stemmed from the Prohibition days, as that
honey and lemon must have done wonders
to mask the gasoline taste of bathtub gin.

Bee Facts

Did you know ?
The key differences in ‘Winter bees’ who develop at the end of Summer.

1. Different hemolymph (blood) protein profile, with high levels of vitellogenin, a potent
antioxidant protecting the brain from oxidative cell damage. This protein is used for
producing brood food and also protects bees from oxidative cellular damage. The
maintenance of immune functions due to this protein, may contribute to behavioural and
physiological differences in stress resistant ‘Winter bees’ compared to ‘Summer bees’.
2. Fatter bodies on which they rely for nourishment during the non-foraging month. Greater
dry weight, triglycerides, glycogen and glucose content.
3. They live right through the months of Winter compared to the six weeks typical for
‘Summer Bees’.

Members Website
Visit the Reigate Members website for all the very latest information about Reigate
Beekeeper’s activities, and for further information about the articles and features mentioned
in
, plus beekeeping advice and articles of interest.
Including Apiary News, Events News, Swarm Stories,
Library News, Who to Contact; plus External Notices,
and ‘This Month in the Apiary’, including Tips Checklist
and topical monthly Advice. Click Members Website
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