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‘Religious bees reach high places’
Manna from Heaven
This photo, taken by Alison Payne during her
recent visit to Buhtan, shows a huge colony (also
in close-up below) located in a precarious place
for visitors entering the Dzong monastery,
although the bees didn’t seem to bother anyone.
The colonies hang for years before their sheer
weight causes them to fall. Only then, and after
the excitement has calmed down, do the monks
collect-up and harvest the fallen honeycomb.
All the really old, large monastic buildings
apparently have ‘resident’ colonies of bees.

Have you a
striking, unusual
or topical honey
bee related image
to share with us
all?
Send it to the
editors
today!

Dates for your Diary
Wednesday
Monday
Saturday
Wednesday
Saturday
Saturday
Wednesday
Wednesday

2nd Jan
14th Jan
2nd Feb
6th Feb
23rd Feb
2nd Mar
6th Mar
3rd April

Winter Meet - Microscopy
Beginners Course starts
RBKA Spring Lunch
Winter Meet - Question Time
Surrey BKA Bee Day
Apiary Preparation
Winter Meet - Bee Diseases
First Apiary Meeting

Fri-Sunday

12th - 13th April

BBKA Spring Convention

Saturday
Saturday

20th April
20th April

Spring Bee Clinic
Equipment & Bees Auction

Bob Maurer
Andy Robinson

Box Hill School
Mickleham Apiary

Fourth Friday each Month

Farmers Market

Richard Woodhouse

Reigate

Wednesdays April - August

Apiary Meeting

Henfold

18:30

First Wednesday each Month
Sept - March

Winter Meetings

Woodhatch

19:30

Woodhatch Centre
Bob Maurer
Woodhatch Centre
David Rudland
Andrew Buchanan Black Horse Reigate
Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver
Sandra Rickwood Ewell Castle School
Malcolm Fry / Tim Hall
Henfold Copse
Woodhatch Centre
Alan Byham
Henfold Copse
Paul Cleaver

Comments about and contributions for publication in

19:30
19:30
12:15
19:30

19:30
18:30

Newport

will be welcomed by the editors.

For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 20th of the preceding month.
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Please consider the environment before printing

Editorial
From Roller Coaster to Merry-go-Round ? … or Switchback ?
Doubtlessly we will all be starting the New Year with at least high hopes, if not expectations, of
a more ‘normal’ beekeeping season ahead.
But the weather has been determined to defy conventions and break all records right up the
end of 2012. So one cannot help feeling that a simple indexing of our calendars on to 2013 will
not necessarily mark an end to the abnormalities. Brace yourselves for another exciting ride of
a new beekeeping year!
We have been delighted with the very positive reaction to the website re-launched early in
December; after its transformation into being the dedicated ‘public face’ of Reigate
Beekeepers. Jack and ourselves are very grateful for the comments already received by email
and also posted by members directly onto the site. If you have yet not done so, do please visit
www.reigatebeekeepers.org.uk and let us know what YOU think.
Work has now commenced on creating a ‘Members’ site, but more about that next month.
Meanwhile, guidance is provided in this
edition to keep both your bees and yourselves
fed and warm during these short days and long nights, courtesy of the Beekeepers Tips & Advice
and Honey Recipes sections. And of course, EVERYONE is invited to the Spring Lunch in February,
so do get your meal orders in for that as soon a possible.
We also bring you the first of two, or possibly three, instalments of the 2012 reports from the
Division’s Apiary Managers. This month, Andy Robinson describes how the weather conspired
to somewhat deflect from the intended queen rearing role of the Mickleham apiary.
And don’t miss the talk by Bob Maurer about Microscopy on 2nd January. If we are lucky, he
might even mention his book.
Best wishes for the New Year to all our readers.
Richard and Graham

Contents
Section

Features

Photo of the Month

Manna from Heaven

Dates for your Diary
Editorial
Topical News

2nd

Jan -

20th

April

Page
1
1

From Roller Coaster to Merry-go-round ? …………or Switchback ?
South-East Honey Survey / Bionic Bees

2
3

President’s New Year Message

4
4

Apiary News

Apiary Report - Mickleham

Questions & Answers

What to consider when using oxalic acid ?
January Tips Checklist

5

Avoid Opening Hives in Winter

7

The Importance of Hive Ventilation

7

Honey Recipes

Lamb Cutlets / Hot Toddy / Honey Mulled Wine

8

Members News

Presentation of BBKA Certificates
Bees Abroad Donation / Module 1 Study Group

9

Meet the Committee

Gill Simpson

10

Spring Lunch Invitation

11

Surrey BKA AGM / Question Time

Beekeepers Advice & Tips

Events News

6

9

DIY Suggestions & Tips

Watch Your Bees Feeding

12
12

Library News
Equipment News

Accidental Librarian / Beekeeping Videos

13

Special Equipment and Teamwork

14

Contacts for Assistance

Who’s who when you need Advice

14

January 2013
Page 2
All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated

Topical News
South-East Honey Survey 2012
The complete FERA report, prepared by Alan Byham, is being circulated
with this edition of
.
To whet appetites to study it in full, just a few points are featured here:

Alan notes that the average crop per colony this
season had been the worst he has recorded
since starting the surveys. Yields have now
fallen to 19 lbs. A massive 64% reduction on
the figure for 2005 and nearly 40% down on
2011.

time by the beekeepers responding to the
survey, only 1,142 were reported as producing
any honey.
Direct Sales prices ranged widely, averaging
out at £4.92/lb in jars (£5.05/lb in Surrey), and
£9.52/lb for Cut Comb.

A large number of beekeepers had also What is disappointing is that only 470 Southreported that the water content of honey they East region beekeepers had responded to the
had managed to collect was often around 20%. survey, less than 10% of the estimated number
Needless to say the disrupted and un-seasonal in the region. That itself equates to only 20 RBK
weather conditions are well documented and members responding!
attributed as prime causes of low yields, queen
failures and consequential colony failures. Please do read the full accompanying report.
Interestingly, of 1,985 colonies owned at the

Bionic Bees
Researchers anticipate that
Sometimes real science sounds more like
developing a model for
science fiction. Just the phrase ‘bionic bees’
scanning and uploading an
sounds like something out of an old paperback.
animal’s brain will offer
But that is the goal of a new project from the
insight into how a brain’s
Universities of Sheffield and Sussex. Engineers
cognitive systems work,
are planning on scanning the brains of bees and
potentially
offering
uploading them into flying robots, with the hope
that the machines will and act like the real thing. advances in understanding animal and human
cognition. ‘Not only will this pave the way for
The goal of the project is to create the first many future advances in autonomous flying
robots able to act on instinct. Researchers hope robots’, wrote Dr. Thomas Nowotny, the leader
to implant a honey bee’s sense of smell and of the Sussex team, ‘but we also believe the
sight into the flying machines, allowing the computer modelling techniques we will be using
robot to act as autonomously as an insect will be widely useful to other brain modelling
rather than relying on pre-programmed and computational neuroscience projects.’
instructions. Possible applications for the bionic
bee include search and rescue missions such The project, which researchers call ‘Green
as a collapsed mine, detecting chemical or gas Brain’ is funded by the UK’s Engineering and
leaks and even pollinating plants just like a real Physical Sciences Research Council with
technical help from IBM and hardware donated
bee.
by NVIDIA Corporation. Scientists hope to have
Dr. James Marshall, the head of the $1.61 a bionic bee in the air by 2015.
million study, wrote in a press release: ‘The
courtesy of Somerton Beekeepers
development of an artificial brain is one of the
and thanks to www.Apisuk.com
greatest challenges in Artificial Intelligence. So
far, researchers have typically studied brains
After considering the South-East Honey
such as those of rats, monkeys, and humans, Survey results perhaps we need some of
but actually ‘simpler’ organism such as social these ‘bionic bees’ to help out our natural
honey bees !!!
insects have surprisingly advanced cognitive
abilities.’
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Bionic Bee photo source Apisuk.com

President's New Year Message
I am sure you are all looking forward to 2013 in anticipation of favourable
beekeeping weather. A colony, healthy, well fed and with a young queen coming
through the Winter will give a ‘flying start’ to the year. Meanwhile, until the first
inspection, keep studying management techniques and develop your own ideas.
I wish you a successful and enjoyable season.

Malcolm Broatch

Apiary News
Mickleham - 2012

report by Apiary Manager

Andy Robinson

The beekeeping year at Mickleham has been an that the resulting queens don’t appear to have
mated very well.
eventful one mainly due to the weather.
During the season about six of us have been
managing the colonies and the good thing
about being a small group is that there is ample
opportunity for people to have hands-on
experience each week.

We saw signs of supersedure later on in the
season as the bees decided to replace poor
queens. For the first time in my ten years at
Mickleham we had a severe June gap and had
to feed three of the four colonies.

The season started off so well…. pity it didn’t
continue beyond March. The five colonies that
were over-wintered came through and started
to expand very rapidly in the early Spring. It
looked as though we would have to perform
some splits and we ordered more equipment
in. However the bees’ progress came to an
abrupt halt with the wettest April on record.

With three of the colonies going queenless we
certainly got used to performing unites and
moving brood frames between colonies. In
order to boost the colony numbers back to five
we took delivery of two swarms, which we
subsequently united.
So we finished the season with the same
number of colonies we started with, none of
last year’s queens and about 50 lbs of honey.
However whilst there was some honey in the
supers there was none in the brood boxes and
we had to feed the colonies copious amounts
of syrup for the Winter. I think it’s likely that
they will need quite a bit of fondant to ensure
that they don’t starve out come next Spring.

The poor weather meant that come May the
colonies were still very small and we needed to
unite two of the weaker colonies. As the
weather improved in late May it looked like we
might be able to put supers on the colonies but
again the weather seemed to have put the bees
in the mood to swarm. Whilst some colonies
showed signs of swarming we were surprised
by the fact that two colonies proceeded to So next season we will look to increase the
swarm from one week to the next without the colony numbers and if people are interested
in-coming along on Tuesday evenings at 6:30
usual queen cell indicators.
pm they should be able to get some hands-on
Fortunately the queens at Mickleham are beekeeping experience. Who knows if the
clipped and we didn’t lose any swarms and colonies are strong enough we might even do
re-housed the two swarms that managed to some queen rearing.
emerge into poly nucs. One of the problems we
Andy Robinson
experienced for the rest of the season as a
result of the swarming and poor weather was

Our Other Apiaries
Reports for Henfold Copse, Brockham, (including a warning about Woodpecker attacks !!),
Vigo Farm and Buckland will be published in next months edition of
.
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Questions & Answers
Please send your questions and queries to the editors
page)

(contact details on last

and we will seek out an answer or explanation to publish in a future issue.

Question - What should you consider when treating with oxalic acid in Winter?
Last month we included some brief advice from
Adam Leitch about the use of oxalic acid to
treat for varroa mite. Winter is the ideal time
to do this but there are things to consider.

A mixture of oxalic acid and sugar solution can
be dribbled over the seams, causing direct
damage to any varroa mites infesting the bees,
at the cost of a small amount of damage to the
honey bees themselves.

The standard advice is to apply oxalic acid
solution as an anti-varroa treatment in a cold Trickle a maximum of 5 ml over each full seam
spell between Christmas and New Year when of bees using a syringe or applicator. (A seam
little or no brood are present.
is the area between frames where there are
bees). With small colonies 4 ml may be more
Choose a cold spell
appropriate per seam. Total delivery of
The important phrase to remember is ‘little or solution, should be about 30 ml for a weak
no brood’, because certainly there will be some colony or 40 ml for an average colony with a
brood even in a cold Winter, and if it is a mild strong colony receiving 50 ml of the solution.
Winter the queen will be laying through this
Temperatures recommended for treatment vary
period.
from text to text, but are generally in the range
Applying oxalic acid solution will certainly kill 0°C to 5°C. However, the solution should be
any open brood. The additional problem then warmed in a water bath to minimise the chance
is that the bees have to dispose of the dead of unnecessarily chilling the bees.
brood, which could rot in the frames if the
weather continues to be mild and damp. So you The solution is normally in parts by weight - 1
should choose a cold spell which will inhibit or oxalic acid dihydrate / 10 water / 10 sugar. But
it may be better to buy ready made solutions
prevent the queen from laying.
which come in special mixers and applicators
Alternative treatments
to avoid handling acid directly.
If there is no cold spell before the end of
January (the latest you should use oxalic acid
solution), you might have to accept that varroa
will increase in the meantime and fall back on
the alternative remedy of sprinkling the bees
with icing sugar later. Although not foolproof,
this is surprisingly effective at killing varroa and
the bees just clean the sugar off afterwards.

Beware of side effects
Odd weak bees can die due to the treatment,
but numbers are usually in single figures and
if the bees are weak, they are better out of the
equation as they could be weak by virtue of
disease. Remember to check your hive entrance
is clear of dead bees.

Multiple or repeated treatment should be
avoided as the acid does cause some damage
Open hives cool quickly during the Winter, so
to the carapaces of the bees, which is
choose a milder day if possible and treat
cumulative and can result in colony loss.
quickly. Treatment can be effected very quickly,
with most colonies taking about a minute.
Effectiveness
Treat quickly

Most reported figures are around 95%. The
residual mites will breed, so continue with other
In Winter the ‘dribble’ method is best because
treatments throughout the year.
the other usual methods such as ‘spraying’ and
Graham Pooley
‘evaporation’ require access to the face of
individual frames.
Select your method and mix strength

with thanks to Dave Cushman
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Beekeepers Advice & Tips
January Tips Checklist
Tasks at this time of the year are all about protecting the hives and ensuring our bees survive
the Winter. The bees will be huddled in a ball to keep warm, however they do fly out even
on cold days. The queen may start laying and the brood will need both food and warmth.
Colonies maintain the right temperature by clustering tightly around the queen and any
brood to lessen heat loss, and may loosen off when any sun hits the hive. It is during the
loose cluster time that the colony can move 'en mass' from one frame to another to reach
new food stores.
Ÿ Now is a good time to review the hive positions in your apiary and move any hives to
improve their Winter sun and wind orientation.
Ÿ Heft regularly (lifting a hive side) to assess the weight of stores present without disturbing
the colony. If in doubt gently lift off the lid and check visually. Choose a milder day to do
this so as not to chill the colony unnecessarily but do not delay if you suspect they need
feeding. The colony will die very quickly if there is no food available. If the bees are at the
top of the frames and clustered and not showing any activity they may already be starving.
Ÿ Feed with solid food placed right on top of the frames where the bees are clustering. Keep
checking every couple of weeks and estimate consumption to plan top ups. Remember, if
it is very cold they will not move to where the feed is, even if it is just the next frame,
and will starve to death. Ensure the feed is always easily available.
Ÿ Don't assume that strong colonies need less looking after, they need more food!
Ÿ Remember any solid food that you give your bees has to be diluted and that means finding
water from somewhere. Not easy in a hard frost.
Ÿ Ensure your bees will have a water source throughout the Winter.
Ÿ Check that your hives have adequate ventilation (see

page 7).

Ÿ Monitor the now small entrance regularly for the build up of dead bees. Remember to look
particularly behind any mouse guards.
Ÿ Bees are dying all the time and the cold temperatures dissuade the ‘undertakers’ from
fulfilling their duties. Use a probe (stick) to gently remove the deceased and keep the
entrance clear, but be careful not to disturb all the others.
Ÿ Even if you have mouse guards fitted, check for signs of a mouse getting into the hive,
such as large pieces of wax on the ground at the hive entrance. If necessary lift the cover
board and smell; an ammonia type smell may indicate a mouse.
Ÿ Snow can easily block the entrance in a dramatic way. So keep a watchful eye.
Ÿ The bright reflection of snow can fool bees into thinking it is warmer outside than it
actually is. If they come out from the cosy cluster for cleansing flights they will perish as
soon as they meet the freezing air. Prevent this by placing a board over, but not blocking,
the entrance to keep the bright glare of sun on snow out.
Ÿ Rake dead leaves away from under your hives.
Ÿ Consider treating for varroa with oxalic acid if necessary (see

page 5).

Ÿ Make up new frames, but leave the wax fitting until March, and clean old frames. Make
other new equipment ready for the start of the season – a nucleus hive is always useful.
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Winter Considerations
The following articles discuss two important considerations during the Winter weather.

(1) Why you should avoid opening a hive in Winter
This information was in the November BBKA So 15 weeks at 300 g + 8 weeks at 1 Kg = 12.5
News (on page 4), but is of such import we are Kg. Based on this calculation the 18 Kg should
summarising it here.
happily allow for a couple of peeks in demand
for stores. Well maybe not, because unless the
In Winter if a colony has no brood, and is not temperature stays below 10°C for all 23 weeks,
opened, it will consume less than 300 g of the bees will disturb themselves on warm days,
honey per week. However if it is opened, this breaking the cluster, losing heat and need more
jumps to around 700 g. When there is brood, stores to keep the core temperature of their
and the workers need to keep the brood at 33°C cluster above 20°C.
then around 1 Kg will be consumed each week.
If you then open the hive to check on that So avoid opening hives if at all possible, and
only open them when it is essential, such as
brood, consumption rises to 1.5 Kg.
the application of oxalic acid, choose a warmer
If there was 40 lb (18 Kg) of honey to start, day and close the hive as soon as you can.
they should survive the Winter. In practice the Check the hive for stores by ‘hefting’ and feed
colony is probably totally reliant on stores from as necessary with solid food placed right on top
the start of November, and the queen will start of the frames where the bees are located, until
laying in mid February; but it is mid April before there is a steady reliable flow of pollen and
there is any nectar coming in.
nectar going into the hive.

(2) The Importance of Hive Ventilation
Optimum Winter conditions for bees are we
know a constant cold temperature and dry
conditions. Bees die from damp not from cold.
This problem has been recognised for years.
Back in 1932 Wedmore writing in A Manual of
Beekeeping said: “If some British beekeepers

Top ventilation
This can be achieved by leaving one of the feed
holes open, or by propping open the crown
board with matchsticks or similar. The bees will
form a protective mantle round the brood,
which traps air rather like feathers on a bird
suffering from Winter losses could be persuaded to and retains heat in the cluster. The bees may
try and kill their bees one Winter by excessive consume more food to make up any heat lost
ventilation they would be surprised at the number through the top of the brood box.
of colonies they would save thereby”.
Floor ventilation
It is quite easy to calculate that for every kg of The use of open mesh floors for varroa
honey consumed by bees they release 680 g of represents an opportunity to change the way
water and 1,173 g of carbon dioxide due to hives are ventilated. This is not new and mesh
respiration. Most of the energy released is used floor ventilation was described by Wedmore.
in Winter to maintain core temperatures in the An open mesh floor replaces a small entrance
hive. It is also well known that warm air holds for fresh air with a very large one. It is then
more moisture than cold, and as it cools the possible to manage without top ventilation.
moisture condenses back to water. Warm air is Insulation over the crown board ensures the
less dense than cold air and carbon dioxide is wood stays warm and water vapour doesn't
much denser than air.
condense there and drip on the bees.
All of which means air saturated with water There is no scientific data as to which system
vapour and with a high carbon dioxide level is better in terms of survival and even energy
needs to be removed from the hive.
usage, but the open mesh floor with insulation
So how do we achieve good ventilation? There may lose less heat because a bubble of warm
air will form at the top of the hive.
are two main ways to do it.
courtesy of Chichester Beekeepers
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Honey Recipes
Favourite Reigate Recipes
This month we return to Audrey Gill’s recipes with two warming drinks for these cold Winter
days, plus a quick to prepare and serve delicious lamb cutlets dish.
Please send your favourite honey recipe or interesting culinary use to the editors.

Recipe (16) Lamb Cutlets with Honey
1 dessertspoon Honey
4 Lamb Cutlets
4 fluid ounces Stock
1 dessertspoon Flour
A little Cooking Oil
Juice of half a Lemon

Brush the cutlets with the oil and place
under a hot grill to brown on both sides.
Reduce the heat and grill until the outlets
are cooked. Set aside and keep warm.
Using a dessertspoon of fat from the grill
pan, stir in the flour and cook over a low
heat until brown.
Then blend in the lemon juice honey and
stock. Cook over brisk heat for about 3
minutes stirring all the time.
Pour the sauce over the outlets and serve.

Recipe (6) Toddy with a Kick!
2 tablespoons Honey
1 fluid ounce Whisky (or to
taste!)
2 to 3 tablespoons of Lemon
Juice
1 tablespoon Ginger Wine
Boiling Water
(Serves one)

Put the honey, lemon juice and ginger wine
into a heatproof glass and three-quarter fill
with boiling water.
Stir to dissolve the honey, add the whisky
and drink whilst hot.
Having warmed yourself - make some more
toddies and share with friends.

Recipe (17) Honey Mulled Wine
3 tablespoons Honey
1 litre of Red Wine
1 Orange
1 Red Skinned Apple, cored,
quartered then sliced
2 tablespoons Brandy
10 Cloves
0.5 teaspoon Cinnamon

Stud the orange with cloves and cut into
slices. Put into a large, heavy based pan and
add all the ingredients except the apple and
brandy.
Heat gently until hot but not boiling.
Stir in the apple and brandy.
Serve in heatproof glasses whilst hot.

Bee Facts

Did you know ?

Bees see all colours except the colour red. That and their sense of smell help them find the
flowers they need to collect pollen. Not only is pollen a food source for bees, but some of the
pollen is dropped in flight, resulting in cross pollination. The relationship between the plant
and the insect is called symbiosis.
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Members News

Reigate Membership = 188+

Presentation of BBKA Certificates at the November AGM
The AGM proceedings on the
14th November included
presentations by our
President, Malcolm Broatch
of BBKA examination
Certificates and Badges to
just some of the years
successful candidates.
Eva Dembinska and David Allbeury
not pictured, were presented by Paul
Cleaver with their Basic Assessment
certificates at the December meeting.

Paul Cleaver
Module 1 Honey bee
Management,

Peter Stevens
Module 1 Honey bee
Management,

Richard Ramsden
Module 2 Honey bee
Products & Forage

Credit award

Credit award

Credit award

Celia Perry
Module 5 Honey bee
Biology,
Distinction award

Module 7 Selection and
Breeding of
Honey bees,
Distinction award

Intermediate
Theory
Certificate,
Distinction award.

Vince Gallo
Basic Assessment
in Beekeeping

Graham Pooley
Basic Assessment
in Beekeeping

Alan Berridge
Basic Assessment
in Beekeeping

Janet Kay
Basic Assessment
in Beekeeping

Bob Barnes
Basic Assessment
in Beekeeping

Congratulations
one and all.

Bees Abroad Donation
Our AGM raffle and donations for Bees Abroad raised a
total of £188. Bob Maurer has received the following
message from John Home, Chairman of Bees Abroad.
‘Your recent gift has been assigned to the Bees Abroad work in Kenya. We are currently in the
process of setting up a training apiary at the Cheptebo Rural Development Centre in the Kerio
Valley. Progress so far during the past year has been the wire fencing of an area and the
planting of a live hedge eventually to force the bees to fly high over people and animals. The
four Kenya top bar hives we supplied have now become colonised by swarms arriving which is
not unusual with migrating bees.
Our need now is to pay bus fares and accommodation (both not expensive by our standards )
for David Njuguna, our in country Kenyan voluntary beekeeping trainer, to attend and give
practical beekeeping courses in the very near future. This training apiary is located within reach
of three Bees Abroad projects and a school that runs an out of hours farming club for pupils to
gain skills and remain in the valley. The school now has three hives, two of which have bees.’

BBKA Module 1 Study Group Invitation
Janet Kay and Andrew Cornwall are considering forming a study group to
meet and discuss beekeeping topics with a focus on the Module 1 curriculum.
The group would be open to all, including those who wish to prepare for the
Module 1 examination and those who just want to meet to discuss beekeeping
experiences and extend their knowledge.
If you are interested in joining the group please contact Janet Kay by email
thekayfamily@ntlworld.com
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Meet the Committee
Buzziest Interview - this month: Gill Simpson
What’s happening?
GS: I work in a school and having just finished
for the Christmas holidays, I’m frantically
shopping for presents and planning for the 14
guests I have for lunch on the big day!
: How long have you been a beekeeper
and how many hives do to have?
GS: I got my first bees in the spring of 2010
after doing the 10-week winter course the
same year. At the moment I have two hives
in my garden.
: What got you interested in beekeeping
in the first place and how did you make that
start?
GS: My lovely Great Uncle Guy was a
beekeeper and I first tasted fresh honeycomb
with him when I was about five. A good many
years later I saw the RBKA course advertised.
: Are your family interested in the bees?
No, not in the slightest. They probably think
I’m slightly mad. My husband tolerates the
hives in the garden and eats the honey.
: Just how did you find yourself on the
Committee?
GS: Last summer, when Jacqui needed to give
up due to family commitments, I was asked to
take on the role of Secretary jointly with Di
Wilson.

: How time consuming do you think your
secretarial tasks will be?
GS: Not very, otherwise I couldn’t have agreed
to do it. Apart from meetings, which are only
once a month, I would guess that I have
averaged about half an hour a week.

: So, being new to the role, what is your
understanding of what it entails?
GS: As the Honey Show is now organized by
Maggie Minter and Di is doing the minutes,
the tasks which remain are pretty easy.
Fielding email enquiries, booking halls and
organising the winter course.

: So far, how does that compare with
what you might have been told when first
asked to take on the job?
GS: When a new job is first explained it always
sounds horrendous, but when you actually get
stuck in, some of the tasks only come up once
a year. So it’s probably less work than I initially
thought. Of course, I may be proved wrong in
time!

: What do you think might be the worst
aspect of the role, apart from silly questions
like these?
GS: At the moment it’s trying to find out who
has the information I need! Obviously this will
get better with experience and I will soon know
who to target.
: And the possible best aspect?
GS: Just being more involved – you always get
more out if you put more in and this is
something I can do easily as it fits quite nicely
around my job and other commitments.

: Do you have a message for the
members?
GS: I would definitely suggest members
become as involved as they can. Oh yes, and
if you haven’t done your Basic Exam, do it.
If I can do it anyone can, and you get a nice
badge to sew on your suit!

January 2013
Page 10
All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated

: Thank you Gill.

Events News
Spring Lunch - 2013

Selection of ‘a la carte’ menu

- a not to be missed opportunity -

- Starters Butternut Squash & Apple Soup (V & GF)
£5.00

Saturday 2nd February
12.15pm for 1.00pm

Crispy Bacon & Black Pudding Salad
with oven dried tomatoes & hollandaise dressing

The Black Horse

£7.00

93, West Street,
Reigate, Surrey
RH2 9JZ

Red Onion & Goats Cheese Tart (V & GF)
with baby spinach

£6.00

As the hours of daylight get longer and
hopefully the Queens are beginning to increase
the number of eggs they lay, why not come and
rekindle old ‘beekeeping’ friendships and/or
find new ones at the Reigate Beekeepers Spring
Lunch?

Whitebait
£6.50
- Main courses 8oz Rib Eye Steak
with mushrooms, grilled tomato, onion rings &
chips & choice of sauce

£19.00

Come and catch up on news and events,
compare your plans and aspirations for 2013
with other beekeepers and enjoy a good meal
with perhaps a drink or two.
The mouthwatering ‘A La Carte Menu’ you can
read on the right, is also included with the
separate Booking Form accompanying this
edition of
.
Please don’t delay in making your selections
and sending your completed Booking Form with
full payment by cheque to Andrew Buchanan.
(address details are on the booking form)

Fish Pie
with mixed leaves

£12.50
Braised Steak Bourgignon
with creamed potatoes

£13.50
Trio of Local Sausages
with caramelised onion mash, peas & red wine jus

£10.25
Mushroom & Tarragon Risotto (V & GF)
with white wine & parmesan cheese

£10.50
- Desserts -

All bookings need to have been received by not
later than 24th January please to ensure that
the very best service can be arranged for your
lunch.

Bread & Butter Pudding
with cinnamon & custard

£5.75
Vanilla Cheesecake

Looking forward to seeing you there.

with toffee sauce & home-made honeycomb

£5.75
Fresh Fruit Salad (V & GF)
with mango sorbet

£5.75
Cheese & Biscuits
a selection of four cheeses with crackers

£5.75
Inclusive of Coffee
and
Gratuity
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Surrey BKA - AGM Reports
The SBKA AGM was held on the 1st December
2012, hosted by the Guildford Division in East
Horsley’s village hall. Click on this link to the
SBKA website, or via this direct link to the 2012
Chairmans Report to read Bob Maurer

acknowledging the contribution to the county
by Audrey Gill and of the Reigate Division’s
major achievement in being granted planning
permission for building on the green belt site
that is Henfold Copse.

Coming from Woodhatch on 6th
February 2013, commencing 7.30pm
Put your Questions on Beekeeping to a panel
(to be announced) of seasoned Beekeepers.
The panel will of course not know what actual
questions are to be put to them beforehand.
However, to allow a running order for the
evening to be planned, please consider sending
your Question in advance to the Moderator/
Chairman email: cleaver.paul@gmail.com

DIY Suggestions & Tips
Watch Your Bees Feeding
This simple conversion to such as a Miller or
Ashworth feeder will keep you busy for a short
while during the Winter, and will probably keep
you fascinated for longer in the Summer as you
watch your bees feeding.
From a sheet of 2 mm thick clear perspex cut
three strips as shown in the photo below. Width
and height to suit your feeder, and a further
strip to form a roof to the feeding area you are
going to create.

DIY Suggestion

Making your own is
fun and saves money

Remember to cut slots in the side pieces to

If you want a
much simpler project, then why not just add a
float to the feeder which will save your bees
from drowning. A piece of wood, preferably
round or triangular to give the bees more
access to take the syrup. The float should be 1
allow the liquid feed to flow into the feeding mm less than the width of the feeding gap
area. Also cut and paint some strips of wood (between the wall and the partition) and 1 mm
the same width as your feeder to act as bottom shorter in length. To prevent mould growing
paint the float.
fixings for the perspex strips if required.
Slide in the perspex sides to replace your Although this float will save your bees it will not
existing feeder strips and fix the perspex roof enable you to watch your bees enjoying their
in place to suit your type of feeder and you will syrup, except maybe for short periods.
be able to watch your bees feeding in sunshine.
…..adapted from notes and idea by Dennis Chow
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Library News
The Accidental Librarian .…………………our new Librarian discusses the future of the book library
I seem to have found myself as the new
librarian quite by accident. At the end of last
year at the Henfold Copse apiary I overheard a
conversation about the safekeeping of the
books to avoid them suffering from damp over
the Winter. I had space at home and was there
with my truck, so was able to offer some help
with seasonal storage.

deliver this information to you all on the new
members’ web site. The goal is to have a list of
books, together with an indication of whether
it is out on loan or not.

The second factor we shall address is to provide
some information to guide your choice. The
book list will be enhanced with whatever I can
find, such as cover images, synopsis and
I talked myself into doing so by reasoning to reviews. This way, even though I don’t have
myself that I would have the whole collection Audrey's knowledge, I can help you find what
of books to browse and enhance my knowledge books to enjoy.
through the dark evenings. What I didn’t know
I also want to help all of us have the best and
at the time was that Audrey Gill, who having
easiest access to the books, so I am hoping the
served Reigate Beekeepers in various ways
web magicians will also provide us with a form
for many years, was also intending to pass on
so you can request a book, and the result
the index (or baton, or bookcase key should be that I will get an email notification of
whichever metaphor is appropriate) hence at
the request. Then I can arrange how and where
the AGM I suffered from spontaneous
to hand over the book. In the Summer it should
volunteering - and here I am, introducing
be easy, meet at Henfold Copse, however in the
myself as the Reigate Beekeepers Librarian.
winter I would be happy to deliver books to the
I had noticed last year, when borrowing books, Wednesday evening meetings, or I would
that there are relatively few members who welcome visitors at home (Reigate) at some
make use of this resource, perhaps due to few mutually convenient time.
knowing what was available or would be of
Once you have all seen what we have, and
value or interest. Certainly I benefited from the
everyone has read them all, then I would also
expert guidance that Audrey provided whenever
like feedback from members as to any additions
I wanted to borrow, and now fear that I simple
to enhance this resource.
do not have the expertise to do the same.
So, here I am, custodian of a most valuable
What I hope to do therefore is to address both
resource - books. Please make use of it, I will
issues by exploiting some technology. Firstly
try to make that process as easy as possible,
we shall help everyone discover what books are
but of course suggestions and comments would
held by the club. I am compiling a list of what
be welcome too.
we have, and our industrious web masters will
Vince Gallo

Beekeeping Videos
Something for those dark and cold Winter nights when it is too wet / cold to be
cleaning frames. The internet is a great source of information about beekeeping,
(like all information it should be validated), and a particular source that may be
of interest are the videos on http://www.youtube.com/
Examples include those produced by Vita Europe, which makes Apiguard and other bee
products, they have produced a series of short videos about how to use these products.
Alongside these are videos on bee diseases and their research into bee behaviour. They are
researching the use of the mild anaesthetic produced by a bee bite for use in medicine for
humans. http://www.vita-europe.com/gallery/videos/ In the drop down menu there are also
links to interesting bee videos on YouTube.
Do you have a favourite beekeeping video that you have found on the internet ? If so tell
the
editors and we will share with other Reigate Beekeepers members.
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Equipment News
Special Equipment and Teamwork
This story from Treehugger about a Brazilian donkey. Outfitted in a custom suit designed by
beekeeper and his appropriately-suited helper Juraci that keeps him safe from bee stings,
Boneco the trusted donkey transports the honey
was just too sweet not to share.
that Juraci collects down to the marketplace.
This team work ensures a greater carrying
capacity than other beekeepers can have, and
the Association of Honey Producers is keen to
commission more donkey beekeeping suits from
their designer.

After all, donkeys are essential to thousands of
residents from Morocco to Yemen, and
beekeepers from Lebanon to Turkey who keep
vulnerable bee populations from descending
into total collapse might benefit from this
inspiring tale in the semi-desert region of
Caatinga, Brazil. Manuel Juraci is one of 120
beekeepers in Itatira, Ceará who produce
massive quantities of honey each year. This is
an excellent trade for one of the world’s poorest
regions, though it is difficult to get ahead.

And that might help, but Jaraci insists that the secret
behind their success can’t be attributed to the suit.
It is the donkey’s friendship and loyalty that matters
the most.
courtesy of Huntingdon Beekeepers

But Juraci has a special tool that makes him one
of the most competitive of all beekeepers: a

http://www.greenprophet.com/2012/11/donkey-beekeepers-helper-brazil/

Who to contact for assistance
Chairman

Paul Cleaver

cleaver.paul@googlemail.com

01306 730188

Hon Secretary

Gill Simpson

simpsongill@msn.com

01883 343791

Hon Treasurer

Andrew Buchanan

andrewb38@btinternet.com

01306 712773

Membership

Michael Hill

mikehillbees@googlemail.com

01306 730668

Librarian

Vince Gallo

vince.gallo@btinternet.com

01737 226214

County Exam Secretary

Celia Perry

beeexams@hotmail.co.uk

07903 991120

Jack Chapman

reigatebeekeepers@hotmail.com

Richard Woodhouse

rwdhse@ntlworld.com

01737 247395

Richard Stuart

richardi.stuart@me.com

07971 854652

Alan Byham

alan.byham@fera.gsi.gov.uk

01306 611016
07775 119447

& Website Editor

Richard Bradfield

richard.d.bradfield@btinternet.com

01372 379222

& Website Editor

Graham Pooley

grahampooley@aol.com

01342 842559

Website Master
Swarm Coordinator
Quartermaster
Regional Bee Inspector
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