Reigate Beekeepers

BeeNews

Photo of the Month

February 2013

‘Spot the Bee in woolly boots’
What a difference
a year makes
A photo taken by
Richard Woodhouse
last January of bees on
laurestinus flowers at
Polesden Lacey - where
Paul Cleaver, Celia
Perry, and Jack
Chapman have bees.
Celia identified them as
hers, because she
recognised the woolly
boots which she had
knitted for them!
Is this a distinctive
skill requirement of
BBKA module 6 - see
page 13.
Have you a striking, unusual
or topical honey bee related
image to share with us all?
Send it to the
today!

editors

Dates for your Diary
Saturday
Wednesday
Saturday
Saturday
Wednesday
Wednesday

2nd Feb
6th Feb
23rd Feb
2nd Mar
6th Mar
3rd April

RBKA Spring Lunch
Winter Meet - Question Time
Surrey BKA Bee Day
Apiary Preparation
Winter Meet - TBC
First Apiary Meeting

Fri-Sunday

12th - 13th April

BBKA Spring Convention

Saturday
Saturday
Saturday

20th April
20th April
27th April

Spring Bee Clinic
Equipment & Bees Auction
West Sussex BKA Auction

Bob Maurer
Andy Robinson

Box Hill School
Mickleham Apiary
Pulborough

Wednesday

8th May

Mayoral Visit

Paul Cleaver

Henfold Copse

Fourth Friday each Month

Farmers Market

Richard Woodhouse

Reigate

Wednesdays April - August

Apiary Meeting

Henfold

18:30

First Wednesday each Month
Sept - March

Winter Meetings

Woodhatch

19:30

Andrew Buchanan Black Horse Reigate
Woodhatch Centre
Paul Cleaver
Sandra Rickwood Ewell Castle School
Malcolm Fry / Tim Hall
Henfold Copse

Comments about and contributions for publication in

Paul Cleaver

Woodhatch Centre
Henfold Copse

12:15
19:30

19:30
18:30

Newport

will be welcomed by the editors.

For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 20th of the preceding month.
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Please consider the environment before printing

Editorial
About the Members, by the Members, for the Members
Somewhat corrupting that famous line from the Gettysburg Address, the focus of
and
our activities this month is on communication. Articles featuring communication include:● After months of mutterings about neonicotinoids (checkout page 3 of this edition of
Transmission via Seed Treatment), the threat to bees from this insecticide now seems to be
acquiring a national voice.
● Our Bee Inspector’s annual report for the region, suggests that we need to be every watchful
for EFB, with incidence elsewhere in the South East the highest nationally.
● We are requested to provide DEFRA with our views on their proposals to change how pests
and diseases are managed and controlled.
● Reports from two more of the Division’s apiaries are not just to inform how they fared last
year, they are also prompts to members to help with how they fare this year.
● We even have an article explaining how our queens ‘communicate’ via pheromones
And of course, two way verbal communication will be on the agenda at the Question Time
meeting on the 6th February.
So, it is perhaps fitting and auspicious that we announce the launching of an all new
Members Website, with more details on page 8.
In stark contrast to the recently re-launched reigatebeekeepers.org.uk website which has been
tailored to be the public face of our Division; the new site will be virtually exclusively FOR
Reigate Beekeepers’ members. It will, like
include items ABOUT Reigate Beekeepers’
members. But its most important role will be to provide beekeeping help, guidance and
instruction that will (with time) be written and endorsed BY Reigate Beekeepers’ members.
Richard & Graham
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Topical News
Concerns continue to grow about Neonicotinoids
Scientists have now
identified a number of
risks posed to bees by
the
neonicotinoid
insecticides, prompting
environmentalists to
call for a ban on its use.

The European Food Safety Authority has now
reviewed the available evidence and concluded
that neonicotinoids should only be used on
crops that are not attractive to honey bees.
I welcome that move, but given that there is
no new data here, it is extremely worrying that
these insecticides were authorised for use in
the European Union in the first place.

The European Food Safety Agency (EFSA), an
independent body, released its eagerly awaited DEFRA and the UK Advisory Committee on
report into the effects of neonicotinoid Pesticides have previously stressed their
insecticides on bee health on the 16th January. confidence in the safety of these products so
they must now examine EFSA's risk assessment
carefully before deciding whether UK farmers
This link will take you to the full report
http://www.bbka.org.uk/local/gwent/bm~doc can continue to use these chemicals on crops,
/existing-scientific-evidence-of-the-effects-of- such as oilseed rape.”
neonicitinoid-pesticides-on-bees.pdf

Andy Atkins, executive director of Friends of
The study found that seeds coated with the Earth, said: “The clear link between
neonicotinoid insecticides pose serious risk to neonicotinoid insecticides and declining bee
bees from crops producing nectar and pollen, health must sting the Government into action
including oilseed rape, sunflowers and maize. - we can't afford to dither when it comes to
protecting these key pollinators.”
Joan Walley, chair of the UK Environmental
Audit Committee, said the report called into
question the use of neonicotinoid insecticides
in the UK, which growers are banned from using
in France.

If you are concerned and want to take
action to protect the bees, you may consider
sending a message to your MP, possibly by
joining a lobbying group with a campaign such
as 38degrees. Please click the following link for
She said “Healthy populations of bees and other more details about the ‘Save our Bees’
pollinators are vital for UK food production, but campaign.
recent studies suggest that commonly used
insecticides could be causing those populations http://blog.38degrees.org.uk/2013/01/17/sav
e-our-bees/#comment-771644417
to decline.

BBKA Statement about the EFSA Report
Letter, dated 24th January 2o13, to all BBKA Members...
Dear Member,
The BBKA has been awaiting the publication of reports from the European Food
Standards Authority on the risk of three neonicotinoid insecticides to honeybees,
bumble and solitary bees.
These reports have now been published and the attached statement sets out our understanding of
the situation and our expectations of the government and regulatory authorities to ensure the safety
and well-being of our honeybees.
We will be closely monitoring their actions and making representations where appropriate.
I would be grateful if you could make the statement available to all your members. It can also be
read on the BBKA website. http://rbkbblog.files.wordpress.com/2013/01/bbka-statement-on-efsa-reports-23-jan-2013.pdf
Yours sincerely,
Dr David Aston NDB
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Thymol or Fumidil B for Nosema Treatment ?
The following are the results of a three year
study into nosema treatments undertaken at
Ege University in Turkey, starting in 2002.
During the study they compared the
effectiveness of Fumidil-B and Thymol.
To summarise the results:
2002 First Year of treatment
● Fumidil-B, 55 colonies - Average 4.98
million spores per bee
● Thymol, 55 colonies - Average 5.06 million
spores per bee
● Untreated, 52 colonies - Average 5.14
million spores per bee
2003 Second Year of treatment
● Fumidil-B, 40 colonies - Average 3.8
million spores per bee, Winter loss: 15
colonies (27%)
● Thymol, 53 colonies - Average 2.8 million
spores per bee, Winter loss: 2 colonies
(4%)
● Untreated, 31 colonies - Average 6.0
million spores per bee, Winter loss: 21
colonies (40%)
2004 Third Year of treatment
● Fumidil-B, 32 colonies - Average 3.7
million spores per bee, Winter loss: 8
colonies (20%)
● Thymol, 51 colonies - Average 0.6 million
spores per bee, Winter loss: 2 colonies
(4%)
● Untreated, 15 colonies - Average 6.7
million spores per bee, Winter loss: 16
colonies (50%)

The lack of a short term effect on spore counts
in the first year can be explained by the fact
that Thymol works by de-activating the spore,
whereas Fumidil-B works after the spore is
activated, so many of the spores that were
observed in the first year of the Thymol group
were most likely inactive (as is supported by
the significantly better overwintering stats).
There was further evidence of the effectiveness
of Thymol in the first year when the average
worker counts, brood surface area and honey
production are compared between the groups.
The indication of this study is that with Thymol
you can reduce Nosema to a level that will not
cause re-infection in subsequent years. FumidilB will not bring it down to that level and will
require that the colonies be continuously
treated (it seems to lose effectiveness over
time).
In addition the Thymol group outperformed the
Fumidil-B group during all years of treatment.
There are also additional advantages of Thymol
to consider:1. It retards moulds in the syrup and pollen
substitute.
2. It has been shown to have a repellent effect
on the Small Hive Beetle.
All of which is interesting information when
considering which treatment to use to combat
Nosema.

The effectiveness of Thymol appears to be
much better than Fumidil-B.

courtesy of Somerton Beekeepers

National Bee Unit - South East Region Report 2012
Alan Byham has issued his annual comprehensive report about beekeeping and
the NBU activities in our region, a copy of the report can be obtained by clicking
http://rbkbblog.files.wordpress.com/2013/01/south-east-region-annual-report-2012.pdf
A few extracts from the report include:The number of apiaries with EFB was slightly less this year than last, but AFB was found again. As last
year the SE region has the highest number of beekeepers with EFB in their apiaries.
This season there have been several reports of the Asian Hornet but so far none have been confirmed.
What a year it has been, poor weather being the culprit for most of our worries in beekeeping.
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Consultation on Improving Honey Bee Health
DEFERA have launched a public consultation on the ‘Proposed changes
to managing and controlling pests and diseases’, which can be found at
the following link:
http://www.defra.gov.uk/consult/2013/01/10/bee-health-1301/
This is an important consultation and we are strongly encouraged to read this
important set of documents, and then to make a response based on the information
contained in the Consultation document.
The results from this public consultation will guide the way in which DEFRA deals with
Bee Health in future years.
The consultation ends on 9th March 2013

Questions & Answers
Please send your questions and queries to the editors
page)

(contact details on last

and we will seek out an answer or explanation to publish in a future issue.

Question - What are Queen’s Pheromones ?
Communication and Feedback
Social insect groups, including honey bee
colonies, are organised in a way that, to us,
seems amazing. Not for them the structure of
Chief Executive Officer and a hierarchy of
managers, but rather a system of co-operation
where every individual has input and is able to
communicate with all the other individuals, and
where feedback mechanisms are used
constantly as a monitoring and driving tool.

females. All females are derived from fertilised
eggs and it is the differential feeding of queen
larvae, followed by changes in the hormonal
system, leading to the expression of different
genes in the adult insect that allow the queen
to become a fully functioning reproductive
female.
It is important to realise, however, that she is
very limited in her capabilities and is unable,
for example, to produce wax, collect pollen and
undertake the various tasks that occupy the
lives of workers. In many ways she is a simpler
insect and her life is very limited when
compared to her daughters.

Of course there is one insect which is given the
title ‘queen’ and is regarded as special, but
although she does indeed possess qualities
which the other insects in the community do
not have, and is essential to the smooth
running of the colony, she is still a cog in a very
A second and equally important function is
large wheel and in no way resembles our CEO.
down to her pheromones, and this can broadly
It is the pheromones that the queen produces be stated as keeping the colony together as a
and their effects on other bees in the colony single entity. This may be inside or, in some
circumstances, even outside the nest.
that enables this amazing co-operation.
The Function of the Queen in the Colony

The Queen’s Pheromones

As we know in a normally functioning colony,
the single queen is the sole female reproductive
individual. She is very important due to her
ability to lay fertilised eggs, an ability that none
of the workers have, although they are all

The existence of queen pheromones was first
shown in the 1950’s by Colin Butler of
Rothamsted, and he used the term ‘queen
substance’ to describe a mix of chemicals, the
composition of which was then unknown.
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Research has continued, and is still ongoing,
on the chemical composition and method of
function of the various queen pheromones, and
we now know that it is a very complicated
business. The queen has a number of glands
producing pheromones.

● Dufours Gland

Each worker bee needs a small amount to ‘tell’
it that a queen is present and if the queen goes
missing the whole colony becomes aware of
this in a very short time. It prevents ovary
development
in
workers,
(but
brood
pheromones also interact with it here), and a
drop in the amount received by the workers is
one of the triggers that initiates swarming.

(small division) of each leg, and the pheromone
leaves an oily trail everywhere that the queen
walks. It seems that, together with 9ODA, a
drop in the production of this pheromone, and
its absence from some parts of the brood nest,
initiates swarm preparations. (The tarsal glands
are also present in the workers.)

This is also present in workers. It is part of the
sting apparatus and used to be called the
alkaline gland. Its pheromone mix indicates to
the workers the fertility and fecundity of the
insect producing it, so it varies from virgin
queen, mated queen, and aging queen. In
● Mandibular glands
laying workers the gland enlarges and the
These are a pair of glands situated just above secretion closely resembles that of a queen.
the mandibles in the queen’s head. The original
pheromones identified by Butler are produced ● Koshevnikov Glands
here, and these glands are very big. (They are
These are a pair of glands found on part of the
also present in the worker bee, where they are
sting apparatus. They are patches of cells and
smaller and produce completely different
produce a pheromone which is very attractive
substances).
to workers and helps to maintain the queen’s
The main constituents of the pheromonal mix retinue in the nest. The glands seem to
are 9-oxodec-2- enoic acid (9ODA) and 9- degenerate in one year old mated queens. (In
these
glands
release
alarm
hydroxydec-2-enoic acid (9HDA), but many workers
pheromones.)
others have now also been identified. The
pheromone is produced continuously and
transmitted by the queen’s retinue, and from ● Tarsal Gland (Arnhart)
bee to bee, either by contact or by food sharing. These glands are found in the 5th tarsomere

Outside the colony it attracts drones to the
queen in Drone Congregation areas, and it is
also vital for the formation of the swarm
cluster, and keeping the swarm together while
it travels to a new nest cavity. Interestingly
9ODA attracts bees to the swarm cluster but
9HDA stabilises the swarm.

Many Pheromones
From this brief account it is clear that there are
many queen pheromones, which interact with
one another. They also interact with the
pheromones produced by workers and brood in
some circumstances.

Production of various pheromones varies with
a queen’s age and condition and it is noticeable
● Tergite Glands (Renner-Baumann)
that a newly hatched queen is unattractive to
The tergite gland pheromone is produced from the workers. Gradually her attraction increases,
small patches of cells on the terga (plates and a newly mated queen is probably at her
covering the back), and is attractive to the most attractive.
pursuing drone on the queen’s mating flight. It Pheromones also decline with age and some of
is not as far-reaching as 9ODA but stimulates these changes will elicit swarming behaviour
copulatory behaviour when the drone is quite and supersedure. Since pheromones are
close. It is also instrumental in maintaining the complex mixes their composition varies too,
retinue which surrounds the queen in the nest and different parts of the mix may be important
and appears to induce the stinging behaviour in different situations.
that starts when two queens meet.
courtesy of Warwickshire Beekeepers
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Apiary News
Brockham - 2012

report by Malcolm Fry, Apiary Manager

The year was not as successful as I would have The late summer did deliver us a small crop
and we took another 50 lbs off in time for the
wanted.
The poor weather required many inspections in extraction day.
poor conditions and created difficulty in I hope the year ahead will be better and allow
planning for demonstrations. Grafting eggs and more hands-on time to again demonstrate
working with queens is not for cold wet days. different queen rearing techniques, grafting,
We started with just four colonies all coming Wilson board, cup kit production and taking
through the cold winter well. A warm spring got nucs into the winter. If we are fortunate there
them off to a flying start and we had the first may be a nuc or two to sell next spring.
Any members are very welcome to assist or
take the opportunity to try their hand at raising
a few queens or just help in maximising the
honey crop.
Please get in touch and come along one evening
or during the day at a weekend, when the light
After that the queen rearing plans did not go is better at midday to graft eggs.
well; with the rain making inspections difficult I have to particularly thank Maggie Minter and
and mating of princesses erratic at best. Celia Perry for their sterling efforts to gather
Despite this, I had a few members help out and the crops. We usually end up doing three/four
we did raise a couple of new queens. But that extractions a year, so no small feat; but always
done with a smile.
was poor compared to previous years.
Malcolm
artificial swarm early, so adding to the stocks.
Putting on supers early, I managed to get a
spring crop of 65 lbs taken before the rape set
in the frames. As the weather was already
turning cold it was then down to feeding some
stocks to help them through the ‘summer’.

Vigo Farm - 2012

report by Mike Hill, Apiary Manager

Only one of the two colonies survived the ‘summer’, the surplus was needed to keep the
2011-2012 winter. The failed one had been colony going.
‘moused’. Entirely down to the beekeeper.
It was given a boost of syrup in the autumn
The plan was to use the site as an ‘quarantine’ and is due some varroa treatment soon.
site for any swarms etc on their way to Henfold.
This site is in South Holmwood and not far from
As things turned out this was not needed.
Henfold Lane. It is easy to get to and we would
The surviving colony built up quite well and at welcome any volunteers to help manage it.
one time was showing signs of producing a
Mike
small surplus, but as with so many others last
mikehillbees@googlemail.com

Henfold Pavilion Project

update by Andrew Buchanan

No More Muddy Access.
The first step in the Pavilion Project
is now in hand!
Having received permission to develop Henfold
Copse (see December 2012
), the ‘critical
path’ of our plan identified the need to create
a stable pathway across the paddock as the
first priority.

Research of the various types and methods of
construction, and their costs, led to invitations
being made to local ‘groundwork’ companies
being invited to specify and cost their solutions.
Your Committee has accepted an affordable
quotation, which (weather permitting), will see
a new ‘Causeway’ in place in time for the first
Summer Meeting on Wednesday 3rd April.
Andrew

Next month, reports about how Buckland and Henfold Copse apiaries fared last year.
February 2013
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Website News
All New Members Website Launching

…..by the Web-weaving Team

Way way back in December last year, we When we want to do that, we will use the Public
launched the new public face for Reigate Website, which is the public face of Reigate
Beekeepers.
Beekeepers - http://reigatebeekeepers.org.uk/
Since then we have been gratified by the
complimentary comments received, whether
directly, by email or via online comments posted
to the site. We are delighted that our efforts have
been appreciated by members.

Please do visit your new Members Website (Front
Page shot below) and tell us what you think.

What you will find is a site of two halves. Topical
and Reference. The reference content will take
time to build to its full potential. If you want to
There has also been a welcome trickle of enquiries contribute and help build the content, please let
from the public about Reigate Beekeepers and us know.
our Beginners Course in particular, that Gill And if you wonder why much of the topical
Simpson has been receiving via the website
content is similar to some in these
pages
these past weeks.
… the two media are complementary.
So, have we been sitting back and basking in the
glory? Not a bit of it.
may become
We do anticipate that in time,
We set ourselves the challenge of building the a signpost, directing you to visit the website for
basic structure of an all new ‘Members Only’ more details about topics, events or new
website, and we recently previewed the site with Knowledge Base material.
the Committee who gave their blessing.
Please enjoy, use and add to YOUR site.
So we are delighted to
announce
that
the
From the web building team of Jack Chapman,
Reigate
Beekeepers
Graham Pooley and Richard Bradfield, and our
Members website will up
Librarian Vince Gallo for his work in creating the
and running from the 1st
On-Line Library.
February and will be found
at ……………………………………
ah, now there's the thing.
has a circulation wider than our
membership. Consequently, we will provide the
new Members Website address in an email
message to members only on the 1st February.
Note it and don’t loose it.
The website does not require ‘password’ access
because this could be tedious for all parties to use
or administer. But it is set-up to actively avoid
being discovered by web crawlers and is not
found via ‘Google’ for example.
It is requested that you do not pass the
address or links to the website onto non
Reigate Beekeepers or friends etc.
This will protect the Members Website as a real
benefit of membership of Reigate Beekeepers. It
will also allow its use to share information,
exchange views, ideas and opinions about our
beekeeping practices, and our events without
necessarily attracting external attention or
comment.

February 2013
Page 8
All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated

Honey Recipes
Favourite Reigate Recipes
This month we feature some delicious sweet offerings, from both Mike Hill’s and Audrey
Gill’s recipe collections, to cheer us all during these drab Winter days.
Please send your favourite honey recipe or interesting culinary use to the editors.

Recipe (18) Sticky Honey Sponge
6
5
4
2
7

ounces
ounces
ounces
Eggs
ounces

Honey
Butter
Soft Brown Sugar

Grease and line an 11” x 7” shallow cake tin.
Set oven to 180°C or Gas Mark 4.
Put the butter, sugar, honey and l tablespoon
of water into a saucepan and heat gently until
melted and smooth.
Cool slightly then beat in the eggs. Sift in the
flour and beat to form a smooth batter.
Pour into the prepared cake tin and bake for
30 to 35 minutes until golden and springy to
the touch.
Brush the top with warm honey just as it
comes from the oven.

Self Raising Flour

Recipe (19) Tarts of Portingale ( based on an old sixteenth century recipe)
8 ounces Honey
6 ounces plain flour
3 ounces butter or margarine
1 powdered clove
½ teaspoon powdered
cinnamon
8 ounces crushed digestive
biscuits
½ teaspoon powdered ginger
1½ teaspoon aniseed

Make shortcrust pastry with flour and butter
and use to line 9” flan tin.
Heat honey in a saucepan, add biscuits and
spices and mix well.
Put mixture into flan case and bake in a
moderate oven.
(These make a nice change from treacle tarts)

Recipe (20) Nutty Cobler
2 tablespoons Honey
1½ lbs rhubarb
1 tablespoon sugar
1 tablespoon water
1 ounce chopped walnuts
6 ounces plain flour
pinch of salt
2 teaspoons baking powder
3 ounces butter
½ egg
½ teaspoon cinnamon

Prepare rhubarb. Place in a fireproof dish
with water and sugar and cook in the
oven until tender.
Make cobbler pastry using only 2 ounces
butter, and mix with egg and honey. Roll
pastry into an oblong, spread with the
extra 1 ounce of butter and sprinkle with
cinnamon. Roll up as for a Swiss Roll, cut
into rounds and place on top of rhubarb.
Bake in hot oven for a further 15 mins.
Just before serving, brush cobbler
topping with extra honey and sprinkle
with walnuts.
Serve with hot custard or cream.
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Events News
Two events make a busy and enjoyable early start to the month of February.
The Spring Lunch will take place at the Black Horse pub in Reigate. By the time you read this
edition of
the date to make your booking will have passed, but we look forward to meeting
those of you that can join us on Saturday 2nd February, 12:15 pm for 1:00 pm

Coming from Woodhatch
on 6th February 2013
commencing at 7:30 pm
Put your Questions on Beekeeping to our panel of
experienced Beekeepers.

Bee

Even if you have not already sent your
question/s to the Moderator / Chairman
cleaver.paul@gmail.com come along and ask
your question during Question Time.

8th Surrey Bee Day – Saturday 23

rd

February 2013

Ewell Castle School, Church Street, Ewell, Surrey KT17 2AW.
Bookings are now being taken for the 8th Surrey Bee Day.
To reserve your place please contact Sandra Rickwood on 01932 244326 or
rickwoodsbka@gmail.com
Tickets are £20 per head, cheques to be made payable to ‘SBKA’ and sent to Sandra.
Online payment may be made to ‘Surrey Beekeepers Association’, sort code 40 52 40,
account number 00009321 using the payee reference of ‘SBDay’.
10.00 - Registration & Coffee
10.30 - Bumblebees, honeybees, emergent parasites and pesticides (an update)
Mark Brown, Royal Holloway College
11.30 - Changing Combs (all you need to know about this important procedure)
Ian Homer
12.30 - Lunch
14.00 - Sustainable Crop Protection (all about responsible stewardship of crop protection
products in the sustainable production of food)

Patrick Goldsworthy, Crop Protection Agency
15.00 - Great Expectations - the year ahead (after the disasters of 2012 what can we
do to make sure 2013 is better for us and our bees)

Terry Clare, BIBBA
16.00 - Round Table and tea
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The South of England Show
Includes a major show section on
Bees and Honey
6th - 8th June 2013, Ardingly Showground
All the favourite show entry categories are available - honey, bees
wax, honey cake, biscuits and sweetmeats, mead - and special categories such as
‘bounty from the hive’, plus a photographic competition.

For more details and an entry form please contact Pauline Sparkes,
Entries Secretary. 01293 862063 or sparkes-1@tiscali.co.uk

East Surrey Bees - David and Celia Rudland
Are running the following courses during 2013
Mead Making - Sunday 24th February
Basic Beekeeping Exam (Practical Course) nine sessions on
Tuesdays 28th May to 23rd July
Further Beekeeping - Monday evenings 20th May to 24th June
Disease Recognition Day - Sunday 24th July
Extraction and Marketing Day - Sunday 10th August
For further details and a booking for please contact
enquire@eastsurreybees.co.uk or http://www.eastsurreybees.co.uk

Closing Dates for March Modules and other Exams 2013
Modules 1,2, 3, 6 and 8 will be held on 23rd March this year The closing date for
applications is 10th February. The fee is £20 per module.
If you are considering taking General Husbandry, Advanced Husbandry or Microscopy, the
closing date for applications for these is 28th February. The fee for General Husbandry and
Microscopy is £40, the Advanced Husbandry fee is £50.
The application form can be found on the BBKA website under the tab ‘Learn about bees’.
Completed forms and cheques payable to ‘BBKA’ should be posted to:Celia Perry White Gables, 68 Broadhurst, Ashtead, Surrey, KT21 1QF
Please don’t leave it until the last minute to send your form and cheque to me
as I still have to send all forms and cheque to Stoneleigh by the deadline.
If you have any queries you can contact me by phone on 0790 3991120 or by
email at beeexams@hotmail.co.uk Celia Perry County Exam Secretary
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Bees and Honey Image source 123rf.com

Henfold Copse - Saturday 2nd March

A busy day at the apiary is in prospect to with: plus …
An opportunity to Meet and Welcome the
new ‘Class of 2013’ beekeepers as they
are shown around the apiary.

An Apiary Tidy-Up and
Frame-Making Session

… both are planned and necessary to prepare Contact Paul Cleaver to offer your help and
for the summer season of Wednesday participate in these important activities.
Meetings that kick-off in April.

Advance notice of the Auction Day

Advance notice of the Clinic Day

Auction of Bees
and
Beekeeping Equipment

Spring
Bee Health
Clinic

Throughout the late morning and afternoon
of Saturday 20th April 2013 at the
Mickleham Apiary

During the afternoon of Saturday 20th
April 2013 at the Mickleham Community
Hall, (opposite the Mickleham apiary)

The annual Reigate Beekeepers Auction is
an open to all event, at which you can
either auction off your now unwanted, or
bid for needed, equipment, and even
colonies of bees.

This is an opportunity to have your bees
checked for Nosema and is a useful tool in
bee health management. The severity of
any Nosema found can determine whether
you simply treat an affected colony to new
clean frames and foundation, or whether
you need to destroy it to protect
unaffected colonies.

Full details and Sellers Forms will be
provided in the March
and will also
be distributed and published on the Public
Website www.reigatebeekeepers.org.uk as
soon as they are finalised.

Details, plus tips on collecting and
preparing samples from your colonies, will
be available in the March edition of
and the new Members Website.

Meanwhile, Andy Robinson will welcome
offers from members to serve as stewards,
runners and clerks on the day.

Meanwhile, Bob Maurer will welcome
offers to be part of the team of ‘bee
crushers’ and ‘microscopists’ needed on
the day.

These two events take place concurrently. From within the Mickleham Community Hall,
refreshments will be on sale, for which offers of help in arranging and providing will
also be welcomed by Andy Robinson.
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DIY Suggestions & Tips
Frame Runner Modification
DIY Suggestion

Making your own is
fun and saves money

Now is the time for cleaning, preparing and
improving your hive components.
This will allow you to clean the runner and
side wall easily by just running your hive tool
During the season cleaning the gutter area along the top of the runner during routine
between the side wall of your brood or super inspections.
box and their frame runners, where dirt and
propolis collects, can be a difficult task. Here is
a simple suggested modification that makes the
task much easier.
Based on a conversation with Alan Byham who
uses the same approach, and some
experimentation to determine the optimum size
of material to use, this is how to make the
necessary modification.
1. Remove the existing plastic or metal runners
and scorch with a blow torch to kill off any
bugs and clean up the surrounding areas.
2. Cut two strips of material such as wooden
batten 6 mm x 4 mm to the same length as
your existing runners.
3. Position each strip close to the side wall,
with the 6 mm dimension as the width of
the new runner, and fix with frame nails.
4. Smear some petroleum jelly on these new
runners, which will prevent them rotting,
and also stop the bees putting propolis on
the runner.

As the new runners are now a wider surface
area than the previous runners, care must be
taken to avoid crashing bees when replacing
the frames. Experience has demonstrated that
a new runner 6 mm wide and 4 mm high is very
effective, and minimises bee injury.
…..adapted from notes and idea by

Members News

Dennis Chow

Reigate Membership = 191+
Stop Press - Further Achievement

We are pleased to announce that Celia Perry has added a further BBKA exam
module to her collection - Module 6 (Honey Bee Behaviour), and again she has
passed with distinction. As Bob Maurer said ”that’s a great achievement”

Reigate Beekeepers History
Did you know that Reigate Beekeepers was originally founded in
1917 by a lady from Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), and one of our
early Presidents was Sir Jeremiah Colman of Colman’s Mustard
fame. During the second world war honey from Reigate Beekeepers
was sent to submarine crews. In 1954 the lady from Rhodesia, Miss Whyte-Johnstone
celebrated fifty years of beekeeping with a donation of books to start our library.
Visit our new Members Website, (details on page 8), and see the section entitled
‘Membership’ to learn more fascinating facts. If you have any memories or anecdotes
about the history of our club, please tell us so that we can share with other members.
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Library News
Wasps of Surrey .…………………………………a poem and review contributed by Richard Woodhouse
For David Baldock, with admiration.

The following poem was written by a friend of
Richard Woodhouse (Tony Goldman) about
a book authored by a friend of his, David
Baldock, and called ‘Wasps of Surrey’.
This book is beautifully illustrated with maps
and coloured photos. Surrey is probably the
richest county in Britain for wasps. Over two
hundred species of them, which makes you
realise how many forms of wasp exist.

(After Keats Chapman’s Homer, with the
same rhyming scheme)
Much of I travelled on wild, rugged heath
Where Frensham, Churt and Puttenham’s
sandy slopes
Lend entomologists their cherished hopes
Of unrecorded insects. Up on Leith
Or on the dry south-facing banks beneath
I laboured to appease my microscopes,
Yet knew I not the hymenopteral ropes
Until on Baldock’s Wasps I cut my teeth.
Then felt I’d like some bearded anorak
When a new genus swims before his lens,
Or like Linnaeus on a new-found tack
His murky taxonomic scheme to cleanse,
Conquering the evidential lack
Of proven links to Homo Sapiens.
‘Wasps of Surrey’ cost £21 and is published by
Surrey Wildlife Trust

Book Review - At the Hive Entrance
Featured in the December edition of
as
a Christmas selection, this is a great little
book. At first sight the cover makes you think
it’s going to be about some aspect of
beekeeping from an historical viewpoint,
whereas in fact it’s about ‘how to know what
happens inside the hive, by observation on the
outside’. This text was written by Professor
Storch, a master beekeeper and teacher of
apiculture, and first published in German under
the title ‘Am Flugloch’. The book follows
through the seasons and presents an
explanation against each observation made of
activity at the hive entrance. Although the
translation is a bit clunky at times the wealth
of information and insight in the explanations
make it worth putting up with this.

what to expect in advance
should we then choose to
open
up
the
hive.
Observations
during
the
winter months are included
which is particularly useful.
It’s an easy book to read
straight through but also easy
to use for reference as it is
laid out by season so you can
check what you are seeing at
any particular time of the
year. It costs about £13 a copy which may
seem expensive for a relatively thin book but
it really is packed with useful information.
Although often out of print the book is
currently available from such as Thornes.

The book takes us through an incredibly wide
range of things you might observe when
watching the beehive entrance and relates
these observations of the bees’ behaviours and
activities to what is going on inside the hive,
so providing really useful insights. The author’s
approach is that if we pay close enough
attention to what such observations can tell us
we’ll know what is going on in the hive, and

Reviewed by Jill Thomas, September 2012 Shropshire Beekeepers

The book is also available from our Reigate
Beekeepers’ library. A free pdf copy can be
obtained by clicking or pasting the following
addresses into your browser, (the hyperlink
may not work).
http://archive.org/details/AtTheHiveEntrance
http://www.kootenaybees.ca/At%20the%20Hive%20Entrance.pdf
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Beekeepers Advice & Tips
February Tips Checklist
This is still a quiet time, but caretaker activities are important. February is all about making
sure that your bees have sufficient to eat and drink, and protecting your hives from the
continuing effects of cold wet wintry weather and animals. There have been recent reports
of woodpecker damage to member’s hives.
Brood rearing gets under way early in February, the queen will start to lay a few eggs to
raise workers for the early part of the season, and the bees will need food to maintain
rearing temperature.
The very mild Autumn which kept the bees active, will have used up more than a fair share
of the Winter stores. They can consume up to 500 g of food a week.
Ÿ Heft the hives by lifting them at each side, (or weigh them with a spring balance), and
feed only if necessary.
Ÿ If the hive is still well provisioned and you can see bees carrying pollen into the hive,
leave the hive alone.
Ÿ If no pollen is being taken into the hive feed fondant or candy, (which can be made from
caster sugar and your honey); if pollen is being brought to the hive feed syrup.
Ÿ Pollen patties can be given at the end of the month on top of the frames. See
February 2012 edition for advice about how to make patties.
Ÿ Do not stop feeding until there is a steady flow of nectar and pollen into the hive.
The bees will need water close to the hive.
Ÿ Make sure there is a suitable water source. This can be a plastic container, filled with
peat or wood shavings and water. An old car tyre laid flat also makes a good watering
place. See
November 2012 edition for making a DIY water station. Any source
should be about 10 m from the hive so that it is not contaminated by bees during their
‘cleansing’ flights.
Ÿ Check all hives for activity.
If most hives are active but one appears inactive, inspect this hive to see if the colony is
dead. Any hive which has died should be shut down and if possible removed from the apiary.
Ÿ Ensure all hive entrances are clear, remove any dead bees and snow.
Ÿ If you treated with oxalic acid and monitored the varroa drop, the tray can be removed
to assist ventilation.
Ÿ However, the queen will almost certainly started laying by now, so you may prefer to
leave the tray in place to help keep the brood nest temperature raised. Remember to
clean the tray regularly.
Ÿ Check there are no leaks into your hive. Damp is dangerous, leading to chilled brood and
mouldy comb.
Ÿ Complete making equipment and new frames ready for the season.

If you must open the hive then do it on a warmer day with minimal disturbance,
(remember + 13 Degrees C is the preferred temperature).
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Saving Pennies removes the Sting ?
Some American advice……..carry some pennies My doctor said that the copper in the penny
counteracts the bite. It definitely works!
in your pocket while working in the apiary.
courtesy of cbrandenburg, Freedom, PA

A while ago, I was stung by both a bee and http://davesgarden.com/community/forums/t/981040/
hornet when working in the garden. My arm
swelled up, so I went to the clinic. They gave But is this an ‘urban legend’?
me cream and an antihistamine. The next day
the swelling was getting progressively worse, Unfortunately, there is no scientific proof either
way. The use of coins as a topical remedy for
so I went to my regular doctor.
insect bites and stings has never been clinically
The arm was infected and needed an antibiotic. tested. Folk medicine is rife with such
But the doctor also told me “the next time you suggestions, each is said by its proponents to
get stung, put a penny on the sting for fifteen eliminate the effects of a sting - from raw onion
minutes". I thought this was strange advice to toothpaste, even aspirin paste.
from a medical doctor.
There are medical studies touting the successful
However, that night, my niece was stung by use of skin creams containing ‘copper peptide
two bees. I looked at the stings and they had complexes’ - mixtures of copper and amino
already started to swell. So, I taped a penny to acids - to accelerate the healing of wounds. But
her arm for fifteen minutes. The next morning, these carefully formulated ointments are a far
there was no sign of the sting. We decided that cry from the random grimy penny which these
days contains very little copper.
she just wasn't allergic to the sting.
A few days later I was gardening outside and I The best advice is that the stinger should be
got stung again, I thought, here I go again to removed as quickly as possible either by
pinching or scraping off. Even a delay of a few
the doctor for another antibiotic.
seconds leads to more venom being injected.
I promptly got my money out and taped two Bee venom is acidic as it contains the highly
pennies to my stings, then sat and sulked for acidic peptide melittin (see
March 2012).
fifteen minutes. The pennies took the pain out Once the stinger is removed, pain and swelling
of the stings immediately, and the next may be reduced with a cold compress. The sting
morning I could only see the spot where I had may be painful for a few hours, swelling and
been stung. No redness, no swelling.
itching may persist for a week.

Who to contact for assistance
Chairman

Paul Cleaver

cleaver.paul@googlemail.com

01306 730188

Hon Secretary

Gill Simpson

simpsongill@msn.com

01883 343791

Hon Treasurer

Andrew Buchanan

andrewb38@btinternet.com

01306 712773

Membership

Michael Hill

mikehillbees@googlemail.com

01306 730668

Librarian

Vince Gallo

vince.gallo@btinternet.com

01737 226214

County Exam Secretary

Celia Perry

beeexams@hotmail.co.uk

07903 991120

Jack Chapman

reigatebeekeepers@hotmail.com

Website Master

Richard Woodhouse

rwdhse@ntlworld.com

01737 247395

Richard Stuart

richardi.stuart@me.com

07971 854652

Alan Byham

alan.byham@fera.gsi.gov.uk

01306 611016
07775 119447

& Website Editor

Richard Bradfield

richard.d.bradfield@btinternet.com

01372 379222

& Website Editor

Graham Pooley

grahampooley@aol.com

01342 842559

Swarm Coordinator
Quartermaster
Regional Bee Inspector
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