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‘Opportunistic keepers cluster as rains hold off’
Making
inspections
whilst the
sun shines.
A rare dry and
passably warm
Wednesday
evening in mid
May allowed our
trainees to get in
amongst their
colonies.
Photo by

Richard
Bradfield
Have you a striking,
unusual or topical
honey bee related
image to share with
us all?
Send it to the
editors today!

Dates for your Diary
Monday

4th June

Surrey County Show

Audrey Gill

Guildford

Monday

4th June

Lower Kingswood Show

Mike Hill

Lower Kingswood

Fri - Sun

7th-9th Jun

South of England Show

Pauline Sparkes

Ardingly

Sunday

1st July

Smallholders Show

Eddie Webster

Ardingly

Sunday

1st July

Go Green at Gatton Park

Mike Hill

Reigate Hill

Saturday

7th July

BBKA Basic Exams

Celia Perry

Henfold

Saturday

7th July

RBKA Summer BBQ

Paul Cleaver

Henfold

17:00

Saturday

14th July

South Holmwood VPA Show

Mike Hill

South Holmwood

12:00

Saturday

28th July

Leigh Fete & Flower Show

Mike Hill

Leigh

Fourth Friday each Month

Farmers Market

Richard Woodhouse

Reigate

Wednesdays April - August

Apiary Meeting

Henfold

18:30

First Wednesday each Month
Sept - March

Winter Meetings

Woodhatch

19:30

Comments about and contributions for publication in

will be welcomed by the editors.

For inclusion in an edition, contributions are required by the 20th of the preceding month.
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Please consider the environment before printing

Editorial
Planning Ahead
When the writing of this editorial started barely a week ago, there seemed little prospect of
harvesting any spring honey this year. Instead, sales of granulated sugar must have been
rocketing as we all attempted to keep pace with hungry burgoning colonies. But what a difference
a week makes. Who knows what we can now plan to expect next, apart from swarming!
This month we bring you news of some rather good Module Exam results by RBKA members
that rightly deserve those achieving them to be congratulated. Good to see that some had
clearly planned to follow one of our suggested New Years resolutions.
Your editors too have been turning their thoughts to some forward planning.
A first full blown editorial meeting was recently held in a pub down the road from Henfold Copse.
We agreed that after six editions in this new format, your help was required to ensure that the
BeeNews content for the rest of this year and through 2013, is what you appreciate and need. We
also discussed the feasibility of providing an on-line library of past issues of BeeNews that you
can search for particular topics, subjects or authors. And whilst on a bit of a roll (having
eventually warmed up after being at the apiary), we considered how BeeNews could reach more
of the Reigate Beekeepers membership.
The upshot of all this is that with the committee’s blessing, we have devised a short readership
survey. Our hope is to explore with you, your preferences, likes and dislikes and possibly as
yet unfulfilled expectations of BeeNews. We will also seek your views about an on-line back issues
library and wider use of email for circulating the editions.
More details are within this months edition … and please look out for the invitation to complete
the survey arriving in your in-box (or post box) later this month.
Richard and Graham
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Apiary News
A New Found Orchard Apiary

………by

Mary Smith

A brand new apiary now exists in the Dorking
Millennium ‘Trees of Time and Place’ Wood; part
of the Dorking Community Orchard.
I have teamed up with Ray Smith (no relation),
a beginner like myself, rejoining RBKA and a
primary school teacher who has worked at the
nearby St. Martin’s school. Ray will be RBKA’s
main link to that school. We are looking forward
to combining the management of the hives with
supporting education at St. Martin’s, as well as
becoming involved with our local community.
The Orchard is on a lovely south-facing slope,
at the foot of Ranmore, between woodland and
the Ranmore Allotments.
The site for the hives themselves (see above)
is tucked away in a quiet corner of the area.
The main job of the bees is to pollinate the fruit
trees and ensure a wonderful crop as a resource
for the local community.
Vegetation
in
the
orchard is a range of
fruit trees, planted by
Transition Dorking in
the last couple of
years, with a few
Medlar trees and a
small stand of Hazels.
The ground has, so far this year, been carpeted
in Violets, Speedwell, and wild Strawberries,
with Rosebay Willowherb now springing up.
On the nearby allotments there are fruit bushes
and bean plants needing pollination. The native
trees in the Millennium Wood are mostly
Hawthorn, Holly, Hazel and Field Maple. The
chalk slopes of Ranmore Hill above, are famous
for their range and number of wild flowers.
I have had my bees since that isolated sunny
day, long ago at the end of April; and they
are beginning to thrive. Ray's bees arrived
and were hived by the middle of May.
Our two hives will be joined by a third,
sponsored by St. Martin’s School, which is a
few hundred meters from the orchard. With the
help of our mentors, Paul Cleaver and Jack
Chapman, Ray and I will look after this hive
on behalf of the school.
MS

In the March edition of
, an offer was
included from ‘Transition Dorking’ for beekeepers
to establish an apiary within the boarders of their
newly created Community Orchard.
Early in May, the
editorial desk was
delighted to receive the following message:

Hi Richard,
Just a quick note to say thank you so much
for the publicity you gave our hive-site at
Dorking Community Orchard.
The result is that a great 'bee team' has
been established, with Mary Smith working
alongside Ray Smith and Paul Cleaver.
Mary installed her hive at the Orchard on
Monday this week and a swarm arrived on
the same day (via Mary's friends).
The bees moved in Monday afternoon and
seemed very happy and were going about
their business that evening.
With best regards
Eleanor Lines
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A Brief History of Henfold Hedging in pictures & rhyme, …..by Colin & Pam Saunders
Roses are red, violets are blue,
RBKA - this apiary’s for you.
Down Henfold Lane, the land had been bought,
Tho’ bee forage plants seemed rather short.
With fencing installed, is where we begin
By planning new plants and trees to put in.
The Garden Team formed, and so off we went.
But how to proceed with money well spent?
For sourcing materials, keen members set too,
Emails were circulated and phone calls came through.
Fruit trees and shrubs were by some members donated,
And all naturalised or native species rated.
Five hundred feet of screen hedging was asked,
That’s one thousand whips and guards for the task;
Hawthorn, and hazel, and wild cherry too,
Supplied by Woodland Trust to block the view.
Whips waited for best conditions, safe in sandy soil,
In a well heeled members garden, no mean bit of toil!
Dug out, put back, dug out again, all with colour tags,
Driven to the apiary in many compost bags.
Planting crews started, armed with spades and hammer,
Directed by Team Leader; what a clamour.
Just now and again we did stop for quick snacks
And that’s when we first noticed our aching backs.
Before planting resumed, our tea-lady rolled up
To turn on the gas stove and brew us a cup.
With hot teas and coffees, and more snacks galore,
And time to recover, stretched out on the floor.
The mulching was next – oh my, what a big stink,
Men, shovels and trailers – were done in a blink.
Without water, things would have been very bleak,
So we used the best part of one ton a week!
Watering was done using a trailer and can
Until we then came up with a much better plan:
Irrigation drip pipe, we decided to use,
Whilst shrubs scattered opposite were soaked by the hose.
The drought times persisted, so the team carried on
At weekly club meetings ‘til beekeeping was done.
Over five hundred feet of pipe, dribbling its best,
Kept all the new trees growing with vigour and zest.
It all meant that soon there appeared a green flush,
Enabling the screening to grow in a rush.
We stood back to see that the job had been done,
This bunch of volunteers had never had such fun.
Two years from the start, we made a big final push
To add by the access track fifty yards of bush.
The overall outcome from planting all these trees?
Multi-floral forage for RBKA bees.
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Pavilion Update

…by Andrew Buchanan

During the presentation on the Pavilion Project
given at the EGM on 25th April, it was promised
that any issues raised by members would be
considered by the Project Sub-Committee and
that any major changes to the plan would be
reported.
While all the topics raised at the EGM and
mentioned in the May edition of
were
reviewed, only one subject has led to any
substantial change.
Toilets!
In order to accommodate two toilets (one of
which would be designed for wheelchair users)
that are also both accessed from inside the
building, the length of the building has had to
be increased by a few feet to a new overall
length of 46 ft.
A consequence of these changes is an increase
in the estimated cost to about £80,000.
However, as there will be a small residual
increase in the floor size of the ‘Social Area’ it
has been decided that a verandah, running
along the south side of the building can also
now be included.
Please note that vehicular access to the
southern end of the Apiary has not been
compromised.

Out-Apiary Sites
Offered by the Public
1. Hurst Green - Robert Moroney
Large garden
' 01883 714330
8 robert.moroney@btopenworld.com
2. Rusper area - Liz Kitchen
' 01306 882244 È 07836 546773
8 lizkitchen41@gmail.com
3. Fetcham (Cannonside) - Carol & Peter
Allen
Garden site
' 01372 372213 È07815 961564.
4. Beare Green - Peter Rainger
10 acre small holding (calves nearby but
owner willing to fence off an area. Bee hives
nearby, so may need to discuss with other
beekeeper)
' 01306 741302
È 07824 665414
5

Leith Hill area - Mark King
Few acres, rural location
' 01306 882244 È 07836 546773
8 mking@into.co.uk

6. South Nutfield 180ft garden site backs onto farm land
' 01737 822588
8 gillyfordatkins@yahoo.co.uk
Please note: Where possible people offering a site
have been sent the BBKA Advisory leaflet N°B11
about choosing an Apiary site, so should have some
idea of what you are looking for.
Please advise Maggie Minter on 07588 643814 if
you either find a site is unsuitable, or take up the
offer, so the site can be removed from the list of
available sites.
It will also help to liaise with Mike Hill who
has information on beekeepers who have apiary
sites in the area to avoid competition for
forage.
If you make contact and arrange a visit please show
your BBKA membership card as a security check.

Did you know ?

Drawings, based upon the plan view layout
above, are being prepared for use in our
application for Planning Permission.

Bees have two compound eyes and three
simple eyes, all located on the head. They
only see certain colours, including yellow,
blue-green, blue, violet, ultraviolet, and also
a colour known as ‘bee's purple’, a mixture
of yellow and ultraviolet. Bees can not see
red. Honey bees do however rely on their
sense of vision to locate flowers.
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Bee Facts

Topical News
Chairman's Chat

Paul Cleaver shares your bewilderment about the season so far.

Summer has finally arrived in a rush and I’ll be
surprised if the majority of members have not
had to deal with colonies which have either
swarmed, or shown the desire to swarm.

And be very vigilant for queen cells. I think that
many colonies went into procreation mode as
soon as the weather changed. Right now, on
the 25th May, there is definitely a flow on and
Since the 18th of May, I have taken about I hope that the swarming tendency will be put
fifteen calls from the public reporting issues on the back burner until the flow has finished.
with bees, five of them swarms.
Meanwhile, if you have not already done so,
With my own bees I hate to admit it, but I’ve please do make a note to come along to our
been in headless chicken mode. The twenty Summer BBQ on the 7th July. It is intended
colonies that I had at the start of May has to be a very relaxed event for members, family
increased to thirty in the last couple of weeks. and friends alike, commencing at 5:00 pm.
Just as surprising; I had thirty five supers in Bring along your own meat to cook, drinks to
my bee shed two weeks ago, I now have eight! drink and a salad or pudding to share, plus
From thinking that there would be no Spring chairs to sit on, plates and vessels to eat and
crop this year it looks like it will as good a drink from and cutlery as needed.
Spring as any for me.

Any help that can be provided in the morning
The situation has changed in a matter of days would be useful to set up gazebos and BBQ
it seems, from a struggle with having to feed equipment etc, and to dismantle it all the next
and worrying about the very survival of day.
colonies, to a jamboree for everyone.
Please contact me directly if you will be
attending so we have an idea of numbers to
We live in interesting times.
expect, and if you are able to provide some of
So do remember to super your bees, because that help on either day.
running out of space is a significant reason for
Paul Cleaver
bees swarming.
01306 730188
cleaver.paul@gmail.com

Your

Needs You
As mentioned in this months editorial, we need your views on what you would
like to see in the future editions of your RBKA
. This is an important
request, because your views will guide all aspects of future editions of
,
including the content, presentation, style, building a library of all editions, and
even the distribution of
.

A short easy to complete questionnaire will be circulated to all RBKA members, which will
take very little time to complete. But your responses to this questionnaire will be
extremely important in shaping the future of
.
So please look out for the

Questionnaire and let us know your views.

Advice about Bee Colonies for Sale
Before purchasing bees it is strongly recommended that either the buyer(s) or the seller
arrange for the colonies to be examined by the Regional Bee Inspector.
alan.byham@fera.gsi.gov.uk
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Honey Recipes
Favourite Reigate Recipes
In this new series we plan to feature honey recipes, including those recipes for cakes,
casseroles and toddies, that over the years Audrey Gill has collected from Reigate BKA
members - and we would like to include more recipes and other culinary uses of honey.
Please send your favourite honey recipe or interesting culinary use to the editors.

About Our Local Honey
Whether or not you are a firm believer that
‘honey is good for you’, you cannot fail to
appreciate that it is a natural food, with no
additives, no ‘E numbers’ and, in the case of
local beekeeper’s honey it will have had the
very minimum of processing. It will have been
strained to make sure it contains no hive debris
and that is all. All the natural fragrances of the
nectar source and some of the pollen will be
there, and part of the special flavour.
Whether it is runny or crystallised is entirely up
to the bee and the blossoms on which it has
been foraging. All honey will set eventually,
some so quickly that within a couple of hours
of leaving the hive it is almost solid, special
techniques have been developed to keep it at
hive temperature until it is out of the comb,
strained and into the jar. These fast setting
honeys have the advantage of fine, smooth
crystals when they set but very often the
flavour is poor, whereas the slow setting ones
have a good flavour but a coarse gritty texture.
Ideally, a mixture of the two types produces a
fine smooth texture which tastes delicious and
doesn’t set like a rock.

Recipe (1) Honey Fruit Cake
8 ounces Honey
8 ounces Self Raising Flour
4 ounces Butter
4 ounces Currants
4 ounces Sultanas
2 ounces Mixed Peel
2 Eggs
3 tablespoons Milk
A pinch of Nutmeg
A pinch of Salt

In the area covered by RBKA members, which
stretches from Oxted in the east to Gomshall
in the west, we have a very mixed range of
flora. Even when Oil Seed Rape is in the
countryside there will be many other plants
producing nectar in our parks and gardens
giving the local honey a most attractive flavour.
To enjoy honey at its best there is no better
way than taking it straight from the comb and
putting it on your bread and butter. This
ensures that you lose none of the flavour and
goodness. However, for those of you who wish
to enjoy the effect of including honey in your
cooking, we hope our favourite recipes will
interest you, some are very simple, others are
a bit more ambitious. But in these days of
convenience food that always tastes the same,
isn’t it nice to try something a little bit different.
About Our Recipes
Our recipes use butter. Margarine can be
substituted if you prefer, but then the magic
that happens when honey and butter are
cooked together will be lost !!!

Grease and line a 7" round tin. Set oven to
180°C or Gas Mark 4. Sift together the
flour, salt and nutmeg. Mix the dried fruits
and mixed peel together with a
tablespoonful of the flour. Cream together
the honey and butter until light and fluffy.
Gradually beat in the eggs alternately with
the flour. Stir in the dried fruit and milk and
mix well. Transfer the mixture to the baking
tin and bake for about 1.5 hours until deep
golden colour. A wooden cocktail stick
inserted into the centre should come out
clean. Leave to cool for 10 minutes before
removing from the tin.
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Questions & Answers
Please send your questions and queries to the editors
page)

(contact details on last

and we will seek out an answer or explanation to publish in a future issue.

Question - What is a Drone Trap and why is it used?
This is a frame placed within the brood box to proprietary trapping board, or more simply a
capture and remove Varroa mites, as part of shallow super frame with foundation, which is
your Varroa management programme.
positioned at the edge of the brood. The bees
will build drone cells in the space below the
The method takes advantage of the preference frame. Whilst these drone cells are still capped,
of the Varroa mite to occupy drone cells. the frame can be removed from the hive, and
Because the drone larvae remain capped about the drone cells together with their cargo of
three days longer than the workers, more eggs mites discarded.
are laid in the drone cells. On average,
approximately three mites will emerge with a Drone trapping is a great way to reduce the
drone compared to two mites with a worker number of Varroa mites, without the use of
bee.
chemicals, during the honey production season,
and is recommended standard practice for all
Research has shown that the population of beekeepers.
mites in a hive can be greatly reduced if the
drone brood is removed before the cells are But be warned if you don’t remove drone
uncapped and the mites emerge.
frames before the brood hatches, you will be
raising bumper crops of both drones and mites.
Consequently a ‘drone trap’ should be placed
Graham Pooley
in the brood box. This can be either a special
Question - What is the Life Span of Honey Bees?
To answer this question depends on whether Young Bees Development Times
we consider the developing bee; the role of the
Type of Adult Bee
Development
individual bee; the annual cycle of the colony;
Stage
Queen Worker Drone
or the behaviour of a colony.
3 days
3 days
3 days
Egg
Day 1 - 3
Day 1 -3
Day 1 -3
Development Cycle of the Bee
Unsealed
7 days
5 days
6 days
Bees metamorphose through four distinct life
Larvae
Day 4 - 8
Day 4 - 9
Day 4 - 10
stages: the egg, larvae, pupae and adult.
8
days
12
days
14 days
Sealed Pupae
The egg generally hatches into a larvae on the
Day 9 - 16 Day 10 - 21

fourth day. This is a legless grub which is fed
a fermented mixture of bee saliva, pollen and
nectar called bee bread.
When the cell is capped with wax and the larva
transforms into the pupae. The pupae is a
physical
transition stage between the
amorphous larvae and the hairy, winged adult.
The pupae doesn't eat.

Total Days

16

21

Day 11 - 24

24

Life Span of Adult Bees
The life span of an individual adult bee
depends on various factors, including their role
in the colony, pollen consumption and protein
abundance, as well as the honey bee’s level of
activity.

Depending on how it is feed, and the length of
the larvae and pupae stages a different type of Queens live for three to five years.• They
adult bee emerges at the end of the usually become fertile after twenty three days
if correctly mated.
development period.
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Drones become fertile after thirty eight days Annual Growth of the Colony
and live for up to four months, if they don’t
mate with a queen. Also, as winter
approaches, all drones are thrown out of the
hive by the workers, fall to the ground and die.
New drones are bred in the spring.
Workers have a life span of only six weeks
during honey production seasons, when they
are extremely active foraging for food, storing
nectar, feeding larvae and producing honey.
They can live for up to four months in the
winter.
Duration of Worker Bees Roles
The first three weeks of a worker’s life are
spent working within the hive, while the last Life Span of the Honey Bee
three weeks are spent foraging for food and We can think of the colony - with its queen,
gathering pollen or nectar.
drones, and workers - as a single living
creature. The colony has living organs - a
Work Activity
Period
mouth to feed itself (the forager bees); lungs
Cleaning cells and incubation
Day 1 - 3
(the bees that fan fresh air into the hive); a
reproductive system (the swarms that fly out
Feeding older larvae
Day 3 - 6
each spring); growth tissues (the new wax
Feeding younger larvae
Day 6 - 10
and new honey stored in 'fat cells' of the
Receiving honey and pollen from foragers
Day 8 - 16
hive).... the colony is alive and should live for
Wax making and cell building
Day 12 - 18
many, many years. And with their ability to
swarm the life span of the honey bee is
Day 21
Entrance guards; nectar and pollen foraging
onwards
hopefully endless !!
Graham Pooley

New Beekeeping Experiences
Definitely Not for Beginners
Competitors stand on a scale
wearing only a pair of shorts
and may use goggles and
corks up their nose for extra
protection.

The following photographs show a
practice that is not recommended
for beginners, but is certainly a
‘new beekeeping experience’. It is
the annual Chinese competition
which takes place in the Shaoyang
Hunan province, and is known as
‘bee bearding’.

Last
year
two
beekeepers in China
Wang Dalin, 42, and
Lv Kongjiang, 20,
battled it out to prove
who
was
the
champion.

One of the secrets is
their queen bees which
they have specially
reared to attract other
bees onto their bodies.
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Events News
Mock Basic Exam Day
Twelve RBKA members, who are candidates for Appropriate answers were
the BBKA Basic Exam met at the Henfold Copse guidance was
about
Apiary on Saturday 19th May. The purpose was given
preparing
for
to benefit from coaching from some of our
and
taking
the
experienced beekeepers. The session, which
lasted about three hours, was led by Bob assessment.

discussed and

Maurer, and the example candidate who
We were also
demonstrated all the skills expected when
joined by a
inspecting a bee colony was our Exam
representative
Secretary Celia Perry.
from Kent BKA who wanted to learn how RBKA
Bob talked through the undertakes these sessions.
syllabus, and indicated
typical questions that
Assessors may ask
during the oral part of
the assessment, which
lasts around a hour, and covers general
beekeeping, equipment, honeybee natural
history, diseases, poisoning, and pests.

A very enjoyable and beneficial three hours for
the candidates, who left the session more
knowledgeable about beekeeping and feeling
far more confident about their actual
assessment, which will take place on the same
day as the Summer BBQ, which is the 7th July.

RBKA Honey Show 2012
Competition Frame

Do You Want a Solar Wax
Extractor?

The schedule for our own Honey Show will be
published at the beginning of July, and there
will be much more about it in the next BeeNews.
But one class you need to know about now
is for the Competition Frame.

I am canvassing to see if any members would
be interested in a ‘Build You Own Wax
Extractor’ event.

● The idea is that for £2 you buy a super
frame and sheet of foundation from the
apiary on a Wednesday night.
● The top bar of the frame will be signed at
that time by the quartermaster Richard
Stuart, to authenticate it.
● You then make up the frame, put it in your
hive and let your bees do all the hard work.
The heaviest frame entered in the class at
the Honey Show in October wins.
What could be simpler?
Frames will be available from Richard from
Wednesday 6th June onwards, on a strictly
cash-on-delivery basis.

We are looking to have a ‘build it’ day at
Henfold one Saturday or Sunday.
All the materials required - wood, glass and
metalwork will be supplied. You will just need
to spend some time assembling the
components to make your own extractor.
In order to determine the likely cost of
providing those materials, I need to establish
how many members could be participating.
At this stage I am not at all sure what the
level of interest would be, but if we have too
many I may be obliged to restrict the
numbers.
So let me know if you would like to take part.

Why not try getting together with your Hive
Group at Henfold Copse and having a go?
Just remember, the top bar of the frame must
be signed by Richard Stuart, or it will be
rejected by the Judge.
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Andy Robinson
Tel: 07595 893343
Email: mail@andyrobinson.co.uk

Reigate
Beekeepers
A relaxed informal event for
members, families and friends
alike to enjoy each others
company.
Hot coals to cook on and gazebos
to shelter under (in case it rains)
will be provided.

Henfold Copse Apiary
on Saturday 7th July
commencing at 5:00 pm

You just need to bring yourselves and:● Something to cook
● Something to eat off/with
● Something to drink
● Something to drink from
● Some salad or a pudding to share
● Something to sit on

(picnic chairs/table rug etc.)

To ensure that sufficient BBQ facilities, fuel and
gazebos etc, are provided on the day, please
let Paul Cleaver know that you are coming,
who you will be bringing and what puddings or
salads you will be providing.
email: cleaver.paul@gmail.com
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Tel: 01306 730188

Meet the Committee
Buzziest Interview - this month: Malcolm Broatch
What’s happening?
MB: Cleaning brood boxes, floor boards and
brood frames recently removed as part of
spring apiary work.
How long have you kept bees & how
many hives do you manage at the moment?
MB: I’ve kept bees for 50 years. At the
moment I manage two hives, but I used to
manage many more.
How and why did you start Beekeeping
in the first place?
MB: My father-in-law kept bees as part of the
war effort. I think it was the sugar ration for
the bees he was after. And it was on a
condition that I started beekeeping that I was
allowed to marry his daughter. I’ve never
regretted it!
Apart from the relatively recent
influence of Varroa, what has changed most
about Beekeeping during those 50 years?
MB: A significant change would be the greater
involvement by the BBKA and Defra, or MAFF
as they were; in terms of the dissemination of
information on beekeeping.
And what about beekeeping today?
MB: I do question whether some current
officially advocated practices actually benefit
the colony.
How long have you been a RBKA
member and when did you first become a
member of the Committee?
MB: I joined RBKA around 1970 and soon
after was knocking on doors to revive the
membership, as the Division had ‘lost its
way’. I became Membership Secretary. As
the membership increased, at some stage, I
became Chairman. Dates elude me. I ceased
to be on the Committee when I became the
divisions Auditor.
When were you then elevated to the
fine position as the Division’s President?
MB: As I say, dates elude me, but if anyone
does know, please let me know too!
Is the Presidency an active working
role, or a constitutional position?
MB: Thankfully, a largely constitutional role.

Are you involved in the routine
committee issues?
MB: Matters do arise from time to time and I
am consulted.
What’s the best aspect of being El
Presidente?
MB: Being treated as an ordinary beekeeper!
And the worst?
MB: Being treated as an ordinary beekeeper!!
Do you have a vision for Reigate BKA?
MB: It is that RBKA continues and achieves its
excellent current development plans and
aspirations.
So do you have an appropriate
Presidential message for the membership?
MB: Yes. You have a unique set-up. Get
involved in the Division’s activities as much
as you are able, as the experience will be
invaluable.
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Many thanks Malcolm.

DIY Suggestions & Tips
An Observation Hive
DIY Suggestion

Extend your beekeeping experience.
Observation hives are expensive to buy, but
with a little determination and skill you can
make your own. Various designs are possible
and these photographs show a rather good
example that was made by Dennis Chow.

Clear polycarbonate,
sheet which should
be removable for
cleaning can be used
for the side walls,
and to provide a see
through roof.

Start by building a basic
framework like a Nuc box
to suit the size of your
frames. Then build a
similar framework to go
on
top.
These
two
frameworks give you
flexibility in the use of the
‘hive’, and allows you to
construct both a brood
box and a super.

In this photograph we can
see the various completed
parts – including a ‘proper
hive roof’. Note also the
use of polystyrene covers
attached with simple clips.
These keep the hive warm
and are useful when
transporting the hive.

A cut to size and
removable piece of
queen
excluder
is
positioned in the base
of the top framework,
and a mesh floor in the
lower framework. An
open area covered with
mesh is also beneficial
in the roof of the upper
framework.
This open area also
provides access for
attachment of a
‘glass jar feeder’.
Simple hinges and
catches can be
used to attach tops
to the framework.
Various types of
top can be made solid for transport,
clear for observing,
and even a ‘proper
hive roof’.

Making your own is
fun and saves money

This complete assembled hive
on a stand can be used for
observing indoors and
demonstrations at shows.

‘Brood box framework’
fitted with the ‘proper
hive roof’ for outside
use. Note the tube to
allow bee access. Bees
prefer a tube that is not
translucent or too long.
Suitable tubes and fittings can be obtained from
pond / aquarium suppliers. A tube of 1.5”
diameter is a suitable size to allow bees coming
and going out to pass each other. Or just open
the entrance and the bees are very happy to
fly in and out when it is placed in your garden.
You can use the observation hive in your garden
to watch your bees doing amongst other things
building combs, how they clustered at night,
and see the queen and her workers moving
about inside the clustered area to keep warm.
Wonderful - and a worthwhile addition to your
normal beekeeping equipment.
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Photographs source & copyright - Dennis Chow

Equipment News
Use of Cuprinol on Bee Hives

…………from the Weybridge BKA newsletter

This is the reply received from the manufacturers of Cuprinol, when asked about using
their wood preserving products on bee hives.
“I can confirm that our formulations have changed and that currently
none of our products are suitable for this type of application.”
This is clear confirmation of ‘rumours’ to this effect that have been circulating over the past
year or two. Note that this means that we should no longer use the Cuprinol Clear
preservative that many of us have used for many years on our hives, (except perhaps on
the outer lifts of WBC hives). Thornes, also confirmed that they no longer recommend
‘Cuprinol Clear’. Thornes can supply a water-based wood treatment called ‘Lifetime’, but
they say it is cosmetic rather than preservative.
They also confirmed that cedar hives do not require preservation materials to be applied,
although they do weather to a greyish colour.

Cedar Supers for Sale

Colonies for Sale

5 brand new
assembled National
supers for sale
at £28.00 each,

6 Colonies in WBC hive each with 14x12 brood boxes, 3 include
a single super. £450 (Or Near Offer) each for hive with bees.

…with £3.00 being
donated from each
sale to RBKA funds.
Contact:
Andy Robinson
Tel: 07595 893343
Email:
mail@andyrobinson.co.uk

1 wood 5 frame (14x12) nuc with bees and 1 poly 5 frame nuc
with bees. £150 (ONO) each for bees on frames only, or £200
(ONO) each for a nuc with bees.
Bees were inspected by Alan Byham last year, had varroa treatment
going into winter and oxalic acid applied mid December. Very healthy
at present. Prospective buyers should contact the seller directly:

Tony French (Wisborourgh Green division, West Sussex BKA)
Afrenchy1@aol.com
07767 612331
A contribution of 10% of the selling prices will be donated to RBKA by Tony.

(See Advice on Page 6 about selling/buying Bees.)

Reigate Membership = 215

Members News
BBKA Modules - March Exam Results

The results we know are:-

Congratulations to all those
members who passed the
BBKA module written exams
held in March.

Module 1
Honeybee Management
Paul Cleaver - Credit
Peter Stevens - Credit
Module 5
Honeybee biology.
Celia Perry - Distinction

Well done to all candidates.
If anyone has been missed
off the list, please let the
BeeNews editors know, so that
you can be given an
honourable mention in the
next edition.

Module 7
Selection and Breeding of Honeybees
Celia Perry - Distinction
Celia has now passed enough modules to be
awarded the Intermediate Theory
Certificate, also with distinction.
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Swarm Stories
Still Swarmin’ in the Rain

news of surprisingly busy collectors by Richard Woodhouse

After surely the wettest, coldest April and May
that any of us can remember, warmth slowly
but finally returned during the last weeks of
May.
So, as I write this, spring honey extractions
are unlikely this year - and many of us have
been and may still be feeding our bees! Yet
during what is normally the spring flow, there
has been plentiful nectar available.
What has happened with swarms so far?

Elf & Safety Issue!
Please be aware of an apparently new clause
in the BBKA insurance policy restricting working
height to three meters when collecting a swarm.
The rather impractical advice given by BBKA
News and NBU is that if needing to work above
this height to collect a swarm, you should first
contact Towergate, the BBKA’s insurance
brokers. Even were this feasible, it is difficult
to know how this would help! My advice in such
cases is to use a telescopic pole with a swarm
catcher rather than a ladder, or simply not to
attempt to take a swarm which is difficult or
dangerous to reach. Instead leaving a bait hive
underneath, with foundation laced with honey
or swarm lure, is worth a try.

As you might expect, fewer than usual for this
time of year had been reported before it
warmed up. Those that were, seem to have
mainly come from, or landed in beekeepers’
gardens – ask Roy Cottington, Gill Simpson,
Stuart Hobbs, Jack Chapman, Vince and
Carol Gallo…. But other swarms have gone Meanwhile … two swarm experiences stand out
undetected, and then perished because they so far from the ‘cool’ period:
were trapped by the cold and the rain.
(1) Over Exposed
Yet, despite that cold and wet, I had reports of An exposed, doomed cluster was a prime
swarm from a feral colony in a
14 honeybee swarms, with 11 caught and hived
boiler house chimney at Oxted
and received by 9 different RBKA members.
School. Cold & wet weather
Admittedly, many of these recipients were
trapped it for maybe 4 days on the
beekeepers catching their own swarms, but
brick wall of the boiler house.
those getting ‘new’ bees, include: Gerry Poole,
Belatedly called on 25th April; in
Jack Chapman, Roy Cottington, Alec
driving rain Eamon Fogarty and
Bourhill, Philip Ingelby, Eamon Fogarty,
I
found
the
bees virtually lifeless. Either dead
who is also now feeding a cast swarm he caught
in Gill Simpson’s garden; and Vince and or moribund - not one flew when brushed off
the wall, they dropped in a dead or dying heap
Carol Gallo.
into Eamon’s hive box. After careful examining
However with just the first few days of warm (and more bad weather forecast) we concluded
weather, by the 23rd May, at least an additional they were no longer viable.
16 swarms had been reported, with 10 caught
and hived and received by 6 RBKA members. (2) Divided Loyalties
A brief sunny spell during 8th May provided a
There has also been an increase in the number
happier ending, when a huge prime swarm
of non-swarm calls, e.g., about honey bees
gathered in various parts of a boundary hedge
trying to nest in a building, or other forms of
in Vince and Carol Gallo’s garden. Together
bee In particular 7 about tree bumble bees
we managed to catch clumps of the dispersed
(bombus hypnorum) nesting in bird boxes!
bees, driving them up into large document
My thanks to all for their continued and valiant boxes inserted upside down in gaps in the
efforts, and recently in particular Neil Vigers hedge. Box loads were transferred to a hastily
for ingenious and persistent work over the week assembled hive and the bees tipped out over a
end, and Gerry Pool for going over to Dorking sheeted runway – and glory be, they ran in.
where we were short handed, to rescue and And better still, we saw a lovely young queen
reassure a distressed resident, who panicked race in with them! From Vince & Carol’s account
after returning home from work to find a mass of the continued vigour of their existing hives,
of bees in her upstairs bathroom and loft.
the swarm must have come from elsewhere!
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Beekeepers Advice & Tips
June Tips Checklist
The topical advice is be prepared, if it hasn’t happened already, for swarming. This is
because the recent appalling weather has meant the bees have not been able to get out and
forage regularly so we have been forced to feed them. Causing the sequence - lack of food
- bees hungry - feed weak syrup to encourage comb drawing and keep them going - which
stimulates the bees to feed the queen to encourage her to lay - more bees - so they become
crowded - and need more food. You may have added a super, but the bees don’t like it up
there because there is no spare food in the combs to keep them warm, so they all stay down
below, becoming crowded, so…. Swarm time!
.……..adapted from Farnham BKA newsletter

● Keep making inspections for queen cells and brood diseases.
● Create bait hives, and check them for occupants. If yes, feed them to help draw out the
foundation.
● If you have taken off oil seed rape honey, make sure the colony has enough honey to get
through future periods when nectar is not available. Feed if necessary.
● Check weekly for varroa. If you need to treat for varroa take off the supers prior to
treatment. (3% oxalic acid in water trickled over the frames may be beneficial).
● Mark your queens if you have not already done this.
● Buy or make feeders, so that you have one for each of your hives.
● Ensure you have sufficient queen excluders. Three for two hives is appropiate.
● Scrape/brush wax from the excluder, and remove burr comb from the top of the frames.
● Continue to keep records for every hive.
.……..adapted from Northants BKA website

Who to contact for assistance
Chairman

Paul Cleaver

cleaver.paul@googlemail.com

01306 730188

Hon Secretary

Jacqui Essen

jandjessen@btinternet.com

01342 842244

Hon Treasurer

Andrew Buchanan

andrewb38@btinternet.com

01306 712773

Membership

Michael Hill

mikehillbees@googlemail.com

01306 730668

Librarian

Audrey Gill

beelady@btinternet.com

01293 784161

County Exam Secretary

Celia Perry

beeexams@hotmail.co.uk

07903 991120

Adam Leitch

adam.leitch@gmail.com

Richard Woodhouse

rwdhse@ntlworld.com

01737 247395

Richard Stuart

richardi.stuart@me.com

07971 854652

Alan Byham

alan.byham@fera.gsi.gov.uk

01306 611016
07775 119447

Editor

Richard Bradfield

richard.d.bradfield@btinternet.com

01372 379222

Editor

Graham Pooley

grahampooley@aol.com

01342 842559

Website Master
Swarm Coordinator
Quartermaster
Regional Bee Inspector
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