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‘Holding court, or only just holding out?’
Photo of a cluster of bees on a comb,
with the queen taking centre stage …
but all is not quite what it seems.
These bees were starving! The classic
sign is that they are pushing right into
the bases of the cells, trying to lick
out those last few drops of honey.
The colony had been suffering from
Nosema in the Autumn and had not
taken down any syrup offered then.
When inspected in early spring - most
of the colony were dead.
The queen normally remains to the
end because she is protected and kept
warm by the dwindling number of
bees; for as long as their numbers
allow. Eventually all finally succumb
when they run out of honey and
hence the means to generate heat.
Photo & narrative by Adam Leitch
A timely reminder to check the status of your
colonies’ stores.

Candidates for Photo of the Month are starting to trickle in. But we still need you to be
searching through your own beekeeping photo archives for that seasonal, quirky, pretty,
dramatic, informative, interesting image. Send YOURS to the editors NOW.

Dates for your Diary
Wednesday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Wednesday
Saturday
Wednesday
Saturday

1st Feb
11th Feb
18th Feb
3rd Mar
7th Mar
31st Mar
4th April
21st April

Quiz Night - Name that Plant
RBKA Spring Lunch
Surrey Bee Day
Surrey BKA Training Day
My First Year with the Bees
RBKA Auction
First Apiary Meeting
Beginners Taster Day

Paul Cleaver
Andrew Buchanan
Sandra Rickwood
Bob Maurer
Vince Gallo
Andy Robinson
TBC

Woodhatch
Reigate
Ewell
Croydon
Woodhatch
Mickleham
Henfold
Mickleham

19:30
12:30
10:00
09:45
19:30
11:00
18:30

Fourth Friday each Month

Farmers Market

Richard Woodhouse

Reigate

Wednesdays April - August

Apiary Meeting

Henfold

18:30

First Wednesday each Month
Sept - March

Winter Meetings

Woodhatch

19:30
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Editorial
The benefits of Spring feeding ………
January’s beekeeping focus is about feeding to prepare for Spring, so a few weeks ago the
editors sat down together, across a dining table at The Black Horse in Reigate.
Not exactly the news scoop of the month you may think, and no, we weren’t sampling pollen patties.
Rather, this was in fact the first time we had met properly! The
Publisher, Mike Hill, first
introduced us to each other in October, since then we had only met for a few brief minutes during
subsequent Woodhatch meetings. Otherwise, all our work ‘together’ on the newsletter had been
achieved …… virtually. And do you know, despite this historic meeting lasting over two hours, we
content at all. We did, however, dare to toast ourselves on the progress
hardly talked about
made with the December & January editions, and to the hope that we can keep up the standard
for the rest of the year ahead.
Joining us in this little piece of self indulgence, over a very pleasant meal, were our dear partners
Val & Claire; both already longsuffering non-beekeepers, and now also News Hack widows.
Where is all this leading? Well as the days start to lengthen, you will find your time increasingly
drawn towards apiaries and garden hives and all the attendant preparations and attention they will
require. So spare a thought for the ‘passive beekeeper’ in your life, be they partner or close friend.
What better way to show that you care about them (as well), than by bringing them along to the
Spring Lunch this February. At the very least they will be able to meet fellow passive beekeepers
and (hopefully) reassure themselves that you are not alone. Strangely obsessed? Yes, … but not
and order form for details.
alone. Bookings needed by the 31st January - see January
And after our visit, we can thoroughly recommend the Black Horse. But don’t ask for pollen patties,
they are not on the menu!
(but see page 9 for the recipe)
Richard and Graham
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Events News
Hives Save Lives – a talk given by Mike Oxley
This was an update on developments since
previous talks given to RBKA in 2006 / 2008.
Mike Oxley, working as
a volunteer, is the
prime driving force
managing HSL activities
from the UK. He started
his talk by highlighting
that fund raising for
many organisations has
been
very
difficult
Mike Oxley
during the last two
years. And he praised RBKA for the very strong
support
and
the
significant
financial
contributions that members continue to
provide.
The focus of development within HSL during
the last two years has been to move the
organisation from more than a charity just
distributing cash, and similar to many charities
who undertake limited monitoring of where the
cash was spent, to one with a business
approach providing greater incentives to those
receiving the support provided.
In addition the operational costs have been
reduced to a very low level, with the operations
in Uganda itself now being totally self sufficient.
Two years ago HSL introduced a new policy
which meant that all recipients of support had
to demonstrate they would make full
advantage of the support provided. Factors
such as; were the community surroundings
well maintained, did they have an active
womens group, was there evidence of working
cooperatively, would the support make a
definite difference to their lives, and preferably
did they already have experience of keeping
bees; were considered before support was
agreed.
Furthermore new recipients of support are now
expected to repay the support provided over
typically a four year period. Repayment usually
takes the form of selling part (usually 10%) of
their honey crop to HSL, who now also operate
as honey traders.

Benefits of HSL trading include improved
market stability, and the honey bought and
traded by HSL has to meet higher quality
standards than those of the existing
commercial producers. One notable local
competitor has the unfortunate brand name of
‘Not Tonight Honey’ and the honey smells like
tar, with a taste to match, which is caused by
the often excessive use of smoke to recover
the honey !!
The efforts of HSL have also been aimed at
changing the perception of beekeeping, which
was often previously considered a lazy mans
pursuit. Now it is seen as a highly respected
activity, and the production efficiency has been
greatly increased. Langstroth hives supplied
by HSL typically produce three crops per year
of 20-25 kilos, compared to only 8 kilos from
a traditional hive. In the region in which HSL
operate they have supplied only 2% of the
hives in use, but a recent study has shown that
these hives produce 10% of the regional honey
volume.
HSL may supply 200 hives to a community and
10 hives to an individual beekeeper.
Mike included many anecdotes to illustrate how
different to the UK beekeeping is in Uganda,
where most of the bee colonies are feral, and
the beekeepers have to be highly innovative.
These included the lady beekeeping who
because she had no protective suit would
harvest and manage her bees at night by
candlelight, in spite of the defensive behaviour
of the African bee; and the HSL member who
drives on his motorbike to communities which
are often two hours off the main roads, with
the honey extractor strapped on his pillion seat.
HSL has come a long way since its origins. It
now owns five acres of land and is extending
its activities into growing coffee to generate
further income which will be reinvested in
support to local honey producers, and is
extending its training centre and associated
beekeeping programmes. The HSL ethos is
about using its resources effectively to provide
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Letter of Appreciation sent to Bob Maurer, 9th January 2012
Rwenzori Field Office
Bukwali-Bwera B
Fort Portal Town, Uganda
Tel: 0771 448610

UK Contact Details
Tel: +44 07595 023737
info@hivessavelives.com
mj.oxley@hivessavelives.com
www.hivessavelives.com

Ugandan Operations Director

Patrick Ayebazibwe
patrickrachal@yahoo.com

Dear Bob,
It was a real pleasure to meet you, Paul and the rest of your beekeepers last Wednesday. It really
makes a difference to put faces to names.
I would like to send a heartfelt thanks to all your members for their continued support and the
donations totalling £260.00 (including the cheque that you had sent us before Christmas). In the next
week or two our newsletter will be ready for distribution and I will make sure you receive a copy.
With many thanks.
Yours sincerely,

Michael J. Oxley
Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Quiz Night - Name that Plant - Wednesday 1st February
Get the month off to a great start and improve your
knowledge about both beekeeping and the plants that
bees love by joining the ‘master minds’ and those not
so sure, during this fun evening organised by our
Quiz Master Paul Cleaver.
It will be an individual challenge - with the winner
announced on the evening, who will receive a
magnificent cash prize, as well as the honour of being
named 2012 RBKA Master Mind.
The quiz will be in two sections.
(1) The questions will be based on slides showing plants with visiting bees.
There will be 40 pictures.
A point will be awarded for correctly naming the plant and the month the photo was taken.
(2) A further 20 questions on beekeeping to give the non botanists a chance!!
The entry will be the usual £2.00 that we charge for winter meetings.
A full report of the event and photos will be in the next edition of
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Bee Plant photo source & copyright - mosquitosquadaloana.wordpress.com

7th Surrey Bee Day - Saturday 18th February
This is a very interesting programme with four talks by highly qualified
beekeepers, and a round table to complete the day.
Subjects of the talks are:
Ÿ Really understand swarming
Ÿ Pheromones and control communication
Ÿ Queen raising and much more
Ÿ Pollen in forensic science

A full advice notice, including ticket applications to Sandra Rickwood is
circulated with this edition of
Raffle Prize contributions on the day are requested.
Venue - Ewell Castle School Church Street Ewell KT17 2AW

Surrey BKA Training Day - Saturday 3rd March
The title for this day is ‘Spring Management’ and topics covered will include queen
rearing… managing nucs… swarm control…………….and the day will end with a Quiz!
Speakers during the day will be led by Alan Byham, Regional Bee Inspector.

This is a county event so profits go towards providing further training events/speakers.
Limited places are available so an early application is advised.
An application form is circulated with this edition of
Venue - Trinity School, Shirley Park, Croydon. CR9 7AT

Equipment News
Auction of Bees and Beekeeping Equipment - Saturday 31st March
Why not dust off your unwanted equipment and sell it at the
forthcoming Reigate Beekeepers Auction.
Viewing on the day from 11:00 a.m.
The auction of equipment will start at 12:00 pm.
The auction of live Bees will start at 3:00 pm.
Refreshments will be available on site.
The location is Mickleham Village Hall, Dell Close, Mickleham, Surrey
RH5 6EF - just off the A24, between Leatherhead and Dorking.
The auction will be restricted to 300 lots, so if you want to sell your unwanted items please
complete and submit the Sellers Form asap.
A catalogue of the items for sale will be available on Friday, 30th March on the website,
www.reigatebeekeepers.org.uk, more details and a Sellers Form also available on this site.
Questions? Please email the auctioneer Andy Robinson at:
auction@reigatebeekeepers.org.uk
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Events News
52nd BBKA Annual Delegates Meeting – 14th January 2012
reported by Bob Maurer who attended to speak and vote on behalf of Surrey BKA.
This year’s ADM was held at Chesford Grange Hotel, a comfortable location a few miles from
BBKA headquarters at Stoneleigh. So many attend this meeting that the usual venue, the
National Beekeeping Centre, has become rather congested in recent years. Martin Smith, BBKA
President, chaired the meeting.
Matters Arising:

Budget:

Ÿ Michael Young had resigned from the
Executive Committee because the flights
available from Northern Ireland clashed with
his work commitments.
Ÿ Development of an interactive disease
recognition DVD by David Bancalari has
unfortunately been delayed due to illness.
Ÿ Brian Ripley (BBKA Chairman) said the
trustees
developed
a
strategy
for
sustainable income about three years ago.
A delegate suggested that this should have
been approved at an ADM.
Ÿ A number of members questioned the
expenditure on BBKA News and the
competition with BeeCraft. Brian Ripley and
Tim Lovett said BBKA needs a publication
that will reach every member. Other
publications do not achieve this. The
Middlesex delegate said a breakdown of
costs for BBKA News had been requested
last year but had not been forthcoming. One
delegate used the term ‘swept under the
carpet’. This question was held over for a
response during the financial report. There
was no detailed clarification when that
report was delivered. Tim Lovett praised
BeeCraft and commended it to the delegates.
Examinations Board:
Ÿ 870 Basic passes from 52 associations
compared to 572 in 2010. General
Husbandry passes up 300% to 54. Over 300
candidates passed modules.
Ÿ The Surrey Shield, presented to the
association which has produced the best set
of Basic Certificate passes went to
Lancashire and North West BKA. The
George Knights Memorial Award for
success in examinations above Basic
Certificate level was awarded to Devon.

Income £410,155 expenditure £358,081. Net
surplus
£49,479.
Membership
22,692
(2010:19,616) 20 Corporate, Specialist and
Institutional members (2010:15). Membership
continues to rise. This is projected to continue.
BBKA Enterprises Ltd achieved an increase in
turnover to £220,376 (2010:£53,007) relating
to income from FERA funding the development
of ‘Course in a Case’.
Ÿ Trading between BBKA Enterprises, MD
Roger Cullum-Kenyon and Cullum-Kenyon
Design was queried. £8,911 for the design
and supply of beekeeping related items and
£1,500 management fees. Martin Smith said
this represents excellent value considering
the hours worked.
Ÿ Capitation will remain at £14 but will rise to
£16 in 2014.
Ÿ Jane Moseley (General Secretary/Director of
Operations) will lead new initiatives to
generate £40,000 pa. BBKA continues to
seek sponsors. Sponsorship from Rowse
Honey and Burt’s Bees will be renegotiated.
Ÿ 260 mini hive collection boxes for research
funding have been made by prisoners. I will
collect one for each Surrey division at the
spring convention. A Pocket Guide to the
Honey Bee booklet is now available. A honey
bee supporters scheme may be set up.
Insurance:
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Jane Moseley is working on an optional
policy to insure association equipment.
Product liability coverage in the new BBKA
policy has changed and some products are
no longer covered. A definitive list of
products covered will be posted on the
website. A request for sight of the policy was
sidestepped.
The Stratford-upon-Avon
representative asked why, despite requests,
he had not been allowed to see the BBKA
insurance policy. Jane Moseley said that any
questions on the policy can be sent to her
and she will reply by return.

Elections:
Ÿ President: Martin Tovey
Ÿ Executive Committee: Elected for 3 years:
Ian Homer, Tim Lovett, Margaret Murdin,
David Teasdale
Elected for 2 years: Kenneth Basterfield
Elected for 1 year: Peter Sutcliffe
Ÿ Exam Board: Elected for 3 years: Jo Schup,
Gerald Collins, Ivor Davis
Elected for 1 year: Kenneth Edwards
A new method of voting was considered
unconstitutional by Mike Somers (Standing
Orders Committee and past president of Surrey
BKA), but in the end the result was the same as
it would have been with the original method.
50 year beekeeping certificates were
presented. A Somerset beekeeper achieved 60
years.

Proposition 4:
Clarifying the role of trustees was carried.
Proposition 5:
To create a junior membership category was
carried. Jane Moseley will post guidance notes
on the website for associations.
Proposition 6:
Provides for a notice of arrears to be sent to
associations that are eight weeks overdue with
their capitation payment. After a further four
weeks they would be suspended. The current
suspension system is harsh and affects all
members as they lose all benefits including
insurance cover. This proposition allows for
unforeseen delays in payment such as the
illness of a key association officer. It was carried.

Proposition 7:
Certificates were presented to Christine Grey Clarified trustees voting rights and was carried.
(retiring press officer) and Steve Turner
(webmaster)
thanking
them
for
their Proposition 8:
Addressed the ability of the executive to expel
contributions to the BBKA.
a trustee acting against the general interests of
the BBKA. The potential legal ramifications of
Proposition 1:
Requesting a policy on ‘natural’ beekeeping was this became apparent during the debate and
the proposition was withdrawn.
rejected after a short debate.
Proposition 2:
Requesting increased resources at association
level drew the response that the ‘Course in a
Case’ series is rolling out now and a Regional
Education Coordinator is being appointed.
Some delegates want BBKA to refrain from
recruiting new beekeepers as they are
overloaded but the general view is that this
would be detrimental in the long term. The
proposition was carried.
Proposition 3:
To add a voluntary donation of the price of a jar
of honey to members subscriptions and have it
collected by associations was amended to
death! After much debate and three
amendments a proposition was passed inviting
members to pay a voluntary annual donation of
£5 to the BBKA Research Fund. The obvious
question, how will it be collected, was answered
by Martin Smith. Associations are independent
– it’s up to them.

The full set of papers relating to the meeting
and the accounts can be seen on the BBKA
website www.bbka.org.uk
Click on ‘members’ > ’events’ > ’Annual
Delegates Meeting’ > ’Documents for ADM
2012’ > log in (using your BBKA membership
number including the dots and password which
is bbka_yoursurname).
The website shows you how to do this.
All the documents are in ‘further reading’ on the
left hand side of the page.
If you have any queries regarding the ADM,
I will do my best to answer them.
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Bob Maurer
07740 707 500
bob@maurer.uk.com

Beekeepers Advice & Tips
February Tips Checklist
February is all about making sure that your bees have sufficient to eat and drink.
Brood rearing gets under way early in February, and the bees will need food to maintain
rearing temperature.
They can consume up to 500 g of food a week.
Ÿ Heft the hives by lifting them at each side, (or weigh them with a spring balance), and
feed only if necessary.
Ÿ If the hive is still well provisioned and you can see bees carrying pollen into the hive,
leave the hive alone.
Ÿ If no pollen is being taken into the hive feed fondant or candy, (which can be made from
caster sugar and your honey); if pollen is being brought to the hive feed syrup.
Ÿ Pollen patties can be given at the end of the month on top of the frames. See page 9 for
advice about how to make patties.
The bees will need water close to the hive.
Ÿ Make sure there is a suitable water source. This can be a plastic container, filled with
peat or wood shavings and water. An old car tyre laid flat also makes a good watering
place. Any source should be about 10 m from the hive so that it is not contaminated by
bees during their ‘cleansing’ flights.
Ÿ Check all hives for activity.
If most hives are active but one appears inactive, inspect this hive to see if the colony is
dead. Any hive which has died should be shut down and if possible removed from the apiary.
Ÿ Ensure all hive entrances are clear, remove any dead bees.
Ÿ Complete making equipment and new frames ready for the season.
.……..adapted from Northants BKA website

Library News
Book Review - Collins Beekeeper’s Bible
You may perhaps not consider this
to be a worthy addition to your
library. But being part history book,
handbook, and cookbook, this
illustrated tome covers every facet
of the hobby of beekeeping,
justifying its claim to be the most
comprehensive
resource
ever
published about beekeeping.

information about the culinary,
medicinal, cosmetic and domestic
uses of honey, beeswax and pollen,
even folklore and bee trivia.
Definitely a very useful reference,
full of good practical guidance, and
a book that I have often reached
for in my first year as a ‘new bee
keeper’.

Besides covering all the practical
essentials with clear illustrations and step-bystep instructions, it also contains a wealth of
Rating

Author - various contributors
Publisher - HarperCollins
Price - around £20

Review by Graham Pooley
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Book photo source & copyright - HarperColins Publishing

Using and Making Pollen Patties
Good quality pollen substitute called ‘pollen patties’ are used
to feed bees protein in the spring before natural pollen is
available, or any time that the bees need protein. They are
beneficial at this time of the year - from January to March - to
stimulate brood rearing, and are an important spring food
supplement that will make a colony prosper.
The ingredients need to be carefully selected for appropriate
characteristics.
Historically a wide range of strange ingredients have been
Adding a patty to an abundant
used, such as fresh or skimmed milk, egg yolk, pea flour,
colony, already feeding on fondant.
linseed, meat scraps, even dried blood, and many beekeepers
have their own favourite recipe.
These days the preferred ingredients are soy flour (de-fatted), brewers yeast, sugar, syrup,
pollen if available, and sometimes honey (if the source is know to be safe).
Either a high sugar content (50%+), or a high pollen content (15%+), is necessary to ensure
the bees will consume the mixture, and to minimise waste.
A typical recipe to make two 1 lb (500 g) patties:
Ÿ previously blended 67% sugar syrup - 12 parts / 48% / 480 g
Ÿ pollen if available
Ÿ brewers yeast - 3 parts / 12% / 120 g
Ÿ de-fatted soy flour (available from equine suppliers) - 6 parts / 24% / 240 g
Ÿ white granulated table sugar - 4 parts / 16% / 160 g

Making the patties.
Use a good strong food mixer is the best way to mix the ingredients. Start by adding all the
sugar syrup, and then add the powdered ingredients slowly - starting with the pollen, then the
yeast, then the soy flour, and finally the sugar. Add the ingredients slowly until a soft dough is
formed, this should take about ten minutes. When you get the right consistency, stop adding
ingredients. It does not matter if the formula is exact. Add as much of the sugar as you can,
but if the dough seems right before all the sugar is added, stop and make up the patties.
Roll out and cut the patties on a table that is well covered with soy flour and sprinkle lots of soy
flour onto the patties as you roll them out with a rolling pin.
A one pound (500 g) large hamburger size patty is ideal to feed one hive. Although a really
strong colony can eat a patty of this size in a week.
The bees prefer the patty to be moist, so you can put the mixture in a zip lock bag before rolling
out, which will reduce moisture loss, and then cut a ‘vee-slot’ in the underside of the bag when
you put the patty in the hive, or wrap in cling film.
The patty should be placed on top of the brood frames, using an eke if necessary.
You can of course buy patties from the usual suppliers, but they are fun to make, if somewhat
messy. Either way treat your bees, and watch them prosper at the start of the season.
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Apiary News
Henfold Hedging - Mission Accomplished.
The morning of 14th January
was notable on two counts.
The first real frost of this winter
was still evident; and some
hardy perennials turned out to
complete
the
planting
of
hedgerows, around and about
the Henfold site. But first, Colin
had to clear the undergrowth …
Under Pam Saunders’ direction, volunteers
continued creating the hedgerow along the left
hand side of the access track.
The team included (below, from left, Richard
and Val Bradfield, Alison Payne, Graham
Fyson, Julie Thain, John Gill, Colin
Saunders, Tom Moreman and Audrey Gill.

Audrey and John provided the essential
components of tea and biscuits, whilst the
spade wielders ranks were later increased by
the arrival and support of Richard Stuart and
Andrew Cornwall.

Above, the teams of diggers, planters, heelers,
stakers and guarders, gradually approach the
front gate having created a hedgerow that
includes Wild Cherry, Goat Willow, Alder,
Rowan, Hawthorn and Dog Rose.
A delighted Pam declared “Hedge planting at
the teaching Apiary is now completed. A big
THANK YOU to all that have assisted at any
stage and in any way, to allow this to happen.
Not only will the bees have increased pollen
and nectar sources nearby, but we have also
helped reduce RBKA’s carbon footprint through
increasing the number of trees in the area by
several hundred. And our special thanks go to
Tom for the use of his garden to store the
heeled-in plants over the past year. And for
digging them out, as and when they were
required for planting sessions”.
But its not quite over yet… “There is now a
need for a moderate volume of mulch and
people to help spread it along the hedges. This
will reduce evaporation and weed growth”

Any offers of mulching material or peoplepower please to Pam on 01372 374917 or
by email pgsaunders@onetel.com

Mickleham in good shape
The 6 colonies at the Mickleham Apiary appear
to be in good shape. Andy Robinson couldn’t
wait any longer for a cold snap, so decided to
press on and treat them with Oxalic acid on
the 8th January.

Since Mickleham will be hosting the auction
(see page 5), Andy will be looking out for some
volunteers to help with a tidy up of the site
sometime over the prior week-end; 17th-18th
March.

The bees were very well behaved and unlike
this time last year they still have plenty of
stores, so there was no need to give them any
fondant.

If you are able to help please let him know –
mail@andyrobinson.co.uk
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Questions & Answers
Please send your questions and queries to the editors
page)

(contact details on last

and we will seek out an answer or explanation to publish in a future issue.

Question - What is the Best Way to Deal with a Bee Sting?
lead to systemic reactions. These reactions
usually occur within a few minutes of the sting,
and have symptoms which can include chest
wheezing, faintness, abdominal pains, nausea
and vomiting. If this occurs it is recommended
that the person sees a GP or Allergy Specialist
asap and seeks a RAST (radioallergosorbent)
test so that appropriate medical advice can be
Most stings are harmless, and a normal part of given. This may include the use of an
beekeeping. The reaction is a local sensation, antihistamine cream such as Benadryl, or in
possibly with some slight swelling, which causes extreme cases injected adrenalin.
mild to medium discomfort. Often the worse
part is the itching that occurs when the sting is These systemic reactions are different to the
well on the way to recovery.
far more serious Anaphylaxis shock reaction,
which also has the symptoms of nausea, chest
Ensure that you remove both the sting and wheezing, vomiting, but is often accompanied
venom sack, by pulling it out with your fingers by confusion and a ‘sense of doom’, with falling
or scraping with your finger nail, as quickly as blood
pressure
which
can
lead
to
possible to stop further venom being pumped unconsciousness.
in to the body.
In the case of Anaphylaxis reaction take very
Wash the sting area with clean water, and rapid action. Move the person away from the
consider applying an antiseptic cream or source of stinging, dial 999 and request
antibacterial ointment to prevent infection. Pain emergency assistance, and if available consider
killers such as ibuprofen, which is also anti- the use of such as an Epipen, which is an
inflammatory may be beneficial, together with automatic
injection
device
containing
ice packs to reduce the swelling.
epinephrine for allergic emergencies. But be
careful the use of the Epipen requires
Depending on which part of the body that is administration by a knowledgeable person –
stung, the more serious is the discomfort and and the permission of the person you are
the need for action. Bees often like to burrow injecting !!
into your hair, and as a result stings to the head
are not uncommon. Stings to the head and Help is also on hand in the form of Pharmalgen
facial area may require medical attention.
which is going to be available on the NHS. This
is a drug which given as a series of injections
Histamine occurs both in the bee venom and is will de-sensitise someone, so that their immune
released by the body when you are stung – this system can tolerate bee venom.
causes inflammation and serves to increase the
spread of the venom. So taking antihistamine It is always a good idea to take your mobile
tablets can help. If you know you are sensitive phone with in case of emergencies, especially
to bee stings, take one an hour before visiting if you are visiting an out apiary. Honey bees
the apiary, so that it has time to get into your only sting if we upset them, so treat them with
system.
care, but always be prepared for the mistakes
that you will make.
In general, the more often you are stung, the
less your reaction will be, however, sensitivity
Graham Pooley
to bee stings can increase with time, and may
Many old fashion remedies for bee stings, which
are acidic, are known to all, and often practiced
with some success. But the best course of
action is to understand the type of reaction that
occurs with the particular individual who has
been stung, and then take the appropriate
proven action.
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Swarm Stories
Bee-crate-if swarm collecting…..to reach new heights
You may be aware that our Swarm Collectors
have been acquiring quite a reputation, far and
wide, for the large numbers of swarms they
succeed in capturing each year. To the relief of
many members of the public, the delight of
many grateful members and the joy of our
Treasurer.
But have you ever wondered HOW that
reputation has been acquired?

occupation. And you can expect to find the odd
jar of honey for use as bait.
But they could also pass as jobbing gardeners
with their assortment of pruners, loppers,
saws, steps and even ladders as essential
items, because it is unwise to assume that
such items will either be to hand at the site, or
offered for use.
Only when you start finding, not just
the odd single crate amongst the
items which would otherwise pass as
a handy hive base; but entire stacks
of crates, that you begin to see
where the ingenuity of a collector
comes into play.

It would seem that important ingredients are
dedication, preparation and ingenuity. We are
fortunate to have a merry band of collectors,
all able to drop what they doing and head off
into the unknown upon ‘the call’ during the
swarming season. They may wear bee suits
rather than sou’westers, but otherwise the only
thing missing is the maroon flare going up
overhead.
Their preparation can also set them apart from
many beekeepers, let alone your average
member of the public. They will routinely cart
around full sets of veils, wellies & gloves of
course. Plus smoker, water spray, various
sheets, bags on poles, bags on extending poles
and skeps, NUC's and entire brood boxes with
full sets of foundation, floors, lids & strapping
will also be ready to be pressed into

Getting into position The Master prepares.

Our chief exponent of the pile-emhigh method is of course our Eddie
Webster. If the bees can not readily
be brought to the hive, Eddie’s
solution is to take the hive to the
bees. And where do swarms tend to
hang out … yep, up high and out of
(normal) reach.
So this month, from Richard Woodhouse’s
archive, we bring you images from just some
of those difficult to reach situations.

- & ready to drop !
Limbering down.

Long pole? -

What? Hold on ’til WHEN?

- longer pole!
And ….. rest.
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Topical News
Swarm Collecting: additional help is needed.
With the likelihood of a continuing demand for the services of the Swarm Collecting
Team, Richard Woodhouse would welcome additional volunteers.
If you are interested, maybe even inspired by this months Swarm Story, and could
be able to help with this valuable and rewarding work, please contact Richard on
01737247395, or email at rwdhse@ntlworld.com.
In next months edition of
there will also be much more information about
preparing for the coming swarming season.

Multiple Routes of Pesticide Exposure
for Honey Bees Living Near
Agricultural Fields
A report openly published on 3rd January this year
describes research jointly conducted in the USA by the
Purdue University’s Department of Entomology¹ in
Indiana,
and
the
Connecticut
Agricultural
Experimentation Station.
The reports authors are Christian H. Krupke, Greg J.
Hunt, Brian D. Eitzer, Gladys Andino & Krispn Given.
The complete report is certainly, technical … and long…
and can be found at:
www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0029268

However, reproduced here is the reports Abstract, with
a few of our added explanatory notes [ ], that makes for
slightly lighter, but very interesting reading:

Abstract
Populations of honey bees and other pollinators
have declined worldwide in recent years. A variety
of stressors have been implicated as potential
causes, including agricultural pesticides.
Neonicotinoid insecticides, [a class of insecticides that
act on the central nervous system of insects] which are
widely used and highly toxic to honey bees, have
been found in previous analyses of honey bee pollen
and comb material. However, the routes of
exposure have remained largely undefined.
We used combined Liquid Chromatography/Mass
Spectrometry & separate Mass Spectrometry to
analyse samples of honey bees, pollen stored in the
hive and several potential exposure routes
associated with plantings of neonicotinoid treated
maize.

Our results demonstrate that bees are exposed to
these compounds and several other agricultural
pesticides in several ways throughout the foraging
period.
During spring, extremely high levels of clothianidin
and thiamethoxam [both neonucotinoid insecticides]
were found in planter exhaust [of the fan assisted
seed sowing equipment] material produced during the
planting of treated maize seed. We also found
neonicotinoids in the soil of each field we sampled,
including unplanted fields. Plants visited by foraging
bees (dandelions) growing near these fields were
found to contain neonicotinoids as well. This
indicates deposition of neonicotinoids on the
flowers, uptake by the root system, or both.
Dead bees collected near hive entrances during the
spring sampling period were found to contain
clothianidin as well, although whether exposure was
oral (consuming pollen) or by contact (soil/planter
dust) is unclear. We also detected the insecticide
clothianidin in pollen collected by bees and stored
in the hive.
When maize plants in our field reached anthesis
[flowered], maize pollen from treated seed was
found to contain clothianidin and other pesticides;
and honey bees in our study readily collected maize
pollen.
These findings clarify some of the mechanisms by
which honey bees may be exposed to agricultural
pesticides throughout the growing season.
These results have implications for a wide
range of large-scale annual cropping systems
that utilize neonicotinoid seed treatments.
With thanks to Peter Edwards, of Stratford-upon-Avon
& District BKA, for bringing this report to our attention.
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Reigate Membership = 178

Members News
Exam Award Certificates Presented

Catching up with some earlier breaking news from back in
November last year. After the AGM, Malcoln Broach
presented some of our members with their Exam Award
Certificates. Well done all.
Clockwise from top left – Andrew Barns, Gillian Simpson,
Graham Fyson, Julie Thaine, Andrew Cornwall,
Richard Stuart, Tim Walford, Diane Wilson, Celia
Perry, and Gerry Pool.

New Princess Arrival
It is with great pleasure that we are able to announce
the addition of a new Princess to the Leitch colony.
Emily May Leitch was born on 18th December 2011.
Queen Nicky and Princess Emily are doing well.
Drone Adam wasted no time in continuing the tradition
of ‘telling the bees’ about her safe arrival.
This is a recognised tradition that Adam has followed
now for all his daughters; taking each of them, in
turn, to the hives to introduce them to the bees.
On behalf of all members, we offer our congratulations
and best wishes to Nicky & Adam.
Adam and his Princesses

Page 14
All photos Reigate BeeNews copyright - unless otherwise stated

Queen arrival source & copyright - Adam Leitch

Meet the Committee
Buzziest Interview - this month: Mike Hill
What’s happening?
MH: Nothing printable.
When did you start keeping bees, and
how many hives do you now manage?
MH: I started in 1994 I think, and I know that
I have four of my own hives at present.
Why did you get into beekeeping?
MH: A swarm from a colony of bees in my
chimney had settled on a bush in my garden
and I needed to mow the lawn. Jim Storrar
hived it, lent me a nuc and introduced me to
RBKA.
Had you planned to keep bees?
MH: Well, if I had known then that in a
couple of hours, or days, the swarm would
have gone away by itself, I would probably
have gone back to the pub, and all of this
would never have happened.
When did you first become involved on
the Committee?
MH: From 1996, I was asked to work on the
newsletter, which I have done with Audrey Gill
on a very ad hoc basis, until last November.
What’s your current role?
MH: I am the Membership Secretary and
distributor of
.
Did you volunteer or were you coerced?
MH: Bit of both really. I was told “You have a
computer. You will have no difficulty with
”. I volunteered for the Membership
role. I already had everyone's details for
circulating
, it made sense to deal with
the subscriptions as well.
What other roles have you held since?
MH: I became Chairman in April 1998 and
held that office until Bob took over in 2005.
How much time do you think you
typically devote to your present roles?
MH: Hard to say. When it’s cold and raining,
too much, and when it’s warm and sunny, not
enough.
So why did you take them on?
MH: I reasoned that being in touch with what
was happening was the best way to find out.

You also manage the Division’s Vigo
Farm apiary, how did that come about?
MH: It was taken on when the previous holder
passed away. Mickleham was beginning to get
overcrowded, and Andrew and I agreed we
should not let an established site be lost.
And what goes on there?
MH: Not a lot. Vigo is a good accessible site
and I use it as a ‘holding’ apiary. With a
volunteer or two, we could get a lot more out
of it.
You’re a bit of a DIY’er are you not,
how is that applied to your beekeeping?
MH: Making the bits can be more fun than
using them. I have always preferred to deal
with ‘things’ that do as I say. When it goes
wrong, I know who to blame.
What’s the worst aspect of the role?
MH: Un-jamming the printer when the
publication of
is already late.
Do you have an as yet unfulfilled
beekeeping ambition?
MH: Well I do wonder if it is time to try a
Dartington Long Hive.
And is it?
MH: I hope not.
Thank you Mike.
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DIY Suggestions & Tips
More than an Eke
An eke is only four strips of wood nailed
together to form a square the same size as
your hive box, so simple!
The standard eke which is usually only 1.5"
(37 mm) deep and is useful for feeding
Apiguard. But if it is made deeper an eke can
be used for lots of other useful applications.
Such as feeding cappings in a tray back to the
bees; cleaning old comb; housing a rapid
feeder; and it can even convert a super into a
brood box to house a swarm or create a nuc
box, or convert from a standard to a deep
14"x12" brood box.
Some beekeepers even place an eke with
vent holes in the sides, above their crown
board to increase ventilation. An eke also
makes a good stand on which to place brood
boxes, and prevent swishing any bees whilst
inspecting your hive.

DIY Suggestion

Make your own
ekes to extend your
equipment.

A 75 mm deep eke is particularly useful
because if will convert a 150 mm deep super
to the exact 225 mm depth of a brood box.
For a National box 18 mm thick timber is
ideal, and you will require two strips 460 mm
long and two strips 424 mm long.
When using an eke to extend a super or
brood box, a simple idea to securely attach
them is to fix a couple of nails to the wall of
opposite sides of the eke and the box, then
wind a couple of turns of wire around the
nails.

Did you know that the word eke originates
from ‘to eke out’ or stretch your resources,
and was also the name given to a straw ring
that was used to extend the cap on top of a
straw skep, where the bees would store
A commercially supplied eke costs in the
region of £6.25, but a more useful deeper eke honey in olden days.
can be made for free from recycled timber,
…..adapted from notes and idea by Dennis Chow
such as old pallet strips.
As Mike Hill says in this months Buzziest interview “Making the bits can be more fun that
using them”. Also besides being fun it can be much cheaper, and create new opportunities
as next months feature will explain. Do you have ideas and DIY suggestions that you can
share? Or perhaps a question about beekeeping equipment, then please send them to
the editors so that we can include in a future edition of
.

Who to contact for assistance
Chairman

Paul Cleaver

cleaver.paul@googlemail.com

01306 730188

Hon Secretary

Jacqui Essen

jandjessen@btinternet.com

01342 842244

Hon Treasurer

Andrew Buchanan

andrewb38@btinternet.com

01306 712773

Membership

Michael Hill

mikehillbees@googlemail.com

01306 730668

Librarian

Audrey Gill

beelady@btinternet.com

01293 784161

Exam Secretary

Audrey Gill

beelady@btinternet.com

01293 784161

Website Master

Adam Leitch

adam.leitch@gmail.com

Richard Woodhouse

rwdhse@ntlworld.com

01737 247395

Richard Stuart

richardi.stuart@btinternet.com

07971 854652

Alan Byham

alan.byham@fera.gsi.gov.uk

01306 611016
0775 119447

Editor

Richard Bradfield

richard.d.bradfield@btinternet.com

01372 379222

Editor

Graham Pooley

grahampooley@aol.com

01342 842559

Swarm Coordinator
Quartermaster
Regional Bee Inspector
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